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Brahma Pootra Fowls.

I our report of the recent poultry show, it was
stated that among the impurtativns were a pair of
dark Brahma I'ootra fuwls, «xbibited by Mrs, Varley
of this city. These birds were bred by Mr. Cooper,
a noted and successful Laglish Lreeder. They did
not arfive in Toronto in time tu cumpeto for a pre-
mium, and were on exhibition only during the second
day of the ‘show, baving reached town some time
during the previous day. The accompanying illus-
tration gives a fair representation of these fine birds,
which deservedly elicited very great attention and
admiration.

In an carly number of
the present volume of the
Caxapa FARXER we publish-
ed a protty full account by
R. A. Wood, Esq., of the
characteristics and merits of
this useful breed; it is un-
pecessary therefore to give
any lengthened notice here.
They are great favorites
with most persons who raise
them. Their large size
renders them profitable as
table fowls; the hens are
good layers and excel-
lent mothers; the breed is
hardy and easily kept, .
consaming, it i» said, com-
paratively little food, and
foraging well for thew-
selves when they have
the opportunity.  Some
persons object to them as
not being & pure breed; :
but, as is well observed ~
in Tegetmeier 8 Ioultry
Book, * whether Drahmas
form a distinct variety, or
whether they are a made
kind, commenced w.th a
cross and established by
careful breeding, isa ques-
tion of little importance
The accusation hus beeu
brought against them that
no one for a certainty
knows their origin; may
we not say the same of all
our best varieties of fowls,
with only the dificrence
of going a few years fur-
ther back? Whatever may
have been their origin,
they are now distinct and
true to their characteris-
tica?

Winter Que.rte'rs' for Poultry.

Tothe Editor of THE Carapa TARMER.

Sir,—On page 70 of your paper of 1st March last,
appeared an address from Col. Hassard, on ** Poul-
try and their general management, ' 1n which, asea
truo lover of “* Mrs. Biddy,” I touk much interest.

£till, the now commencing «uld weather brings to
my recollection that there was one important point
therein on which my esperience has differed from
Col. Hassard's—I allude to bis advice tosclecta barn,
or such likke cold bnilding fur their winter abode.
Now, though I am inclined to agreo with the Colonel
when hesays that for pouliry  sios e heat s an abomi-
nation,” still I cannot help bunking that frost is
ditto. Theory would seem to indicate that natives
of the torrid zone would not be comfortable on our
winter's nights, or days citber, without some more
heat than that afforded by their own natural cover-

] ings; and my expericnos has certainly been, that

from bens kept under such conditions few eggs can
be bad, at least until epring. Now, fresh cggs in
winter aro hun.ed afler at three times the price thoy
fetch in summer, and the price of carly chickens
bears almost a similar proportion to that of the late
ones , besides which, I havo never scen tho late
birds develop into nearly mich good breeding stock
a8 tho early broods.

A slable, therefore, and not a barn, is the place I
would advise a farmer to keep his pouliry in ; not
that I would advocate allowing them to run loose
among the horses or cattle, but I would say : Having
decided on the space necessary for tho cattle, add to

it one or more compartments of suitable gize for the
number and varieties of the fowls kept, divide these,
by open lath-work only, from the rest of the stable,
£0 a8 to allow free circulation of the warmth from
the cattle through them ; and see to a provision of
fresh air by a ventilator through the roof, to be
closed by a slide only on very cold nights. The
outside walls of the whole being made double, of
boards, with sawdust filled in between, will exclude
all frost, cven in the most severe weather. Housed
in this way, my hens lay all the year round, which
they never did before, and the health of the pounltry
could not be better. Ialso find the slightly moist
and warm air from the cattle to be exactly fitted for
the hatching and raising of chickens, Last February
Iraised a flock of nine, not losing one. Itrustl
need scarcely add that extreme cleanliness is an
absolute necessity ; there should be no more smoll
in the poultry apartment than in the cleanest horse
stable, I have found eand, sawdust, and ashes all

excellent for covering the floor with, to bé put on
about an inch deep, raked over cach morning, and
renewed aboul once in ten days. As to food, I
think a freqaent error is committed in relying too
much on dry grain, particularly cats. Ihavealways
found that by far the best results arc obtained when
the hens have at lcast one meal a day of hot mashed
potatoes, mixed with about an equal portion of in-
dian or oat meal; if moistened withecalded skim milk
so much the better.

Perbaps the foregoing may ocenpy more valuable
space in your columns than you can readily afford.
It may, howover, be a recommendation that itis
founded ¢ntirely on praclice in our oun climale; and
although I am fally sensi-
ble that it is a scrious affair
to venture to question eo
great an authority on these
matters as tho gallant Col-
onel, yet I may perchance
" not do barm should I
elicit further discussion on
what, with us at least, must
lic at the root of all pro-
fitable poultry keeping, to
wit, their location in pro-
per winter quarters.

GALLUS.

Having submitted the a-
bove communication to
Col. Hassard, we bave
reccived the following re-
marks in reply.

To the Editor of TBE CaNaDa
FARMER @

Sir,—I am glad to find
that at last the design of
the Ontario Poultry Asso-
ciation, and one at least of
= theobjectsof your valuable
journal, are being realized
1 such letters as that of
“QGallus.” Discussion on
practical poultry matters
will tend to profitable is-
sueg. * Gallus,” I sce, hails
from Quebec, where I spent
= three  winters.  Perhaps
he is, under an assumed
> name, a personal friend,
but at any rate heis ‘ game,’
* and i am not going to fight
bim, so that we shall a-
greo on the main gnestion.

My views were intended
to apply more to the cli-
mate of Upper Canada than
Quebee, which I merely
quoted as an extreme case,
. chiefly with reference to
frozen combs. I have secn at Quebeo the arrange-
ments described by *¢ Gallus,” which are of great
utility, and if carried out fully, in regard to cleanli-
ness, a8 he states, will no doubt prove successful. I
should prefer myself the same house, with access to
a barn or shed, where the fowls would bave adg
ran. Evenin Qucbec, where the winters are long
and severe, and very trying on poultry, fowls mey
generally bo at largo in a suitable place,and then a
harn, which would always be dry, even on molst
days, saves feet from frost and is usefol.

1 never was able to keep out frost in a stable made
and lined ss described by “ Gallus,” at Quebee,
with two borses and three cows in it ; but there is
no doubt that the warmth afforded to the fowls would
assist laying, and if they reccived the atten¥on
« Gallus " recommends, must succeed. I should,
however, be afraid of frozen combs if the frost got
in, as the moisture in the stable would favout the
occurrence. I always prefer open air work fox



