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and another to march betwcen the stilts, and the
wimost the team would do would he an acre a day.
The father of * Vectis” introduced into bis part of
the country light two-horse {cams with tho swing
plough (as i' ag called then), a light iron mould-
board withoud o wheel at all, and such asis now used
here. Ile, poor man, was also sncered at, and divers
great names brought forward to prove bim wrong,
and hisneighbors saidd ho might as well try to plough
with two rabbits and a case-knife; but be lived to
see the old wooden plough abandoned, and the two-
horse ploughanad no driver adopted, all about him.
So it has been with all improvements; the better they
are the more they are sneered at by people who prefer
to pin their faith on others, ratherthan think for them-
gelves  The cost of raising turnipsor other root crops
is in the mapure for them, and the culture of them,
in crder to get large rools.  If they were to be raised
for manure vnly, less pains would of course be taken,
and the roots would be smaller andgreaterin number, i
and thus more ca~y to dispuso of.  Une of the most
approved methods of tarning the stubble land to use
it *Vectis” " native place, was the sowingof “*stubble
turnips”—these were sown late (afier the fly had
passed) aud the sced wasscarce and widely geattered;
they might or might not be dragged, they were cer-
tamly never hoed; and yet before the frost camo they
v ould cover the ground with their leaves, and the
roots would vary from the size of an apple to that of
a cricket ball, aud sv on up to four inches diameter,
and they would help the ground and also the stock
greatly.  Such a crop as i3 now spoken of, would
answer all purposes, and be tho cheapest green crop
that could be raised.

*Vectis™ trusts that the important matier thrown
out for consideration will not be allowed to drop. Ile
hasreceivedmuchusefulinformation privately from all
quarters, and he isquitesurethereadersof thoCavapa
Faruer will have been amused, if not instr cted. It
is quite possible that hemay startsoras other heretical
doctrine beforo long, and in tho meat.:o will take
leave of the present subject.

“YECTIS.
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A Discouraging Balance Sheet,

To the Edilor of Tur CaxapA FaRMER:

Sie,—I am a constant reader of yourmost valgable
paper, Tue €y Fanver,—and which, by the way,
1ind to be the most useful publication o farmer c:;n
have; and, among other matters, you strongly advise
farmers fo keep a striet account of all their receipts
from and expenditure on the farm.  Having had the
benefit of a commercinl education,—~for T am not a
farmer by profession, though I have been led to adopt
farming as my present, and I believe also my future
business—1 have kept a correct acccount of all
I have received from the farm and laid out upon
it, and herewith I beg to cnclose you o copy of
my balance sheet up to December 31st, and I doubt
not you will agree with me in styling it a very
miserable affair.  Ishould premise, howerver, thatthe
past sixteen months have been of a very exceptional
character. 1 bought the farm on the 10th August,
1866; it had been lying idle for a year, and the Jand
being a strong rich clay loam, you may easily
imagine what & crop of thistles it would Field; and
indeed it produced a heavy crop, and one that we
shall not get rid of for years to come.  This crop of
thistles has, I believe, very materially lesseued the
yicld of my crops proper; added #0 which, & bad
threshing machine, which Ieft & good deal of wheat
in the ear, and the generally deficient harvest, in
which I necessarily participated, all combined to
make my returns for tho past season less than I
cxpected.  Notwithstanding all these drawbacks, 1
am not altogether discouraged ; but, by the applica.
tion of manure, which I am drawing from the County
town, somo five miles off, and of which I am raising
s much as I possibly can on the farm, and by a judi-
cious system of cropping, which will include a larger
proportion of rootsthanisgenerally grownabout here,
I trust that my balance sheet for next year,if I am
alive and well, will be « much more satisfactory one,
and which I shall be glad to send you, if you caro to
have it.

Ikeep,also,a regulardiary of farming operations,and
notetwice, sometimesthrico aday, theatateof thejther-

wometer, wind, weather, and in sumuwer time, that of

ahome-roado barometer, made after your ownrecipe—
it is pretty correct, indicating atmospheric ~banges
gome hours in advance—~bhut, unfortunately, ¥ cannot
use it in winter, for the difference of temperatare be-
tween night and day affects the density of the air in
the inverted bottle so much that it cannot be de-
pended on  This diary, though perbaps not quite
perfect in its arrangements, is nevertheless especially
useful, as if I sow too carly or too late, and the re-
sults are not atisfactory, these are all noted, and on
consulting the record the error can bo avoided in
future operations.  The arrangement of the diary is
as follows :—the sizo of the book should be a small
folio~one page occupicd with metcorological notes
and * transactions and occurrences,” and tho other
with *© remarks and results,’ and I would like it very
much if somo of your numerous correspondents
would give meahint by which thediary wonld be made
moro useful and complete. But I must not occupy
any moro of your valuable space. I therefore beg to
remain, Sir,
Yours truly,
ULMUS.
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To labor, &¢., preparingland . .. .
Feod toStOCK . .. iuevernrvancneeens

Expended on Vegetabla Garden. .

Threshing 2] daysat $6.......
DOl cessacreasirivnrs corannoses
TakeSfor 1866 covvvveerneennnns
Sundres .eeciieiecaiiennis
10 per cent. deprociath
cuBt DOIDE $222 88 eeviinicnceancrarsctnncanans
Total expenditure, exclusive of rent anu faborof sel(]
and fOUr 0S8, cvveevennaanonnes sevssecaceecnas 7915
Balance gained, carticd to 1888, ... vevecvaiiennas 3 %}
$782 51}
CR.
1867,
uct, By 43 bus, 231y, Burley at 80¢, $26 11
¢ 97 bus Glbs do  65¢, 63 11
o 2
Less MarketTolls .oeveiee Loenaes 00 .3; 8394
By 292 bus, 481bs. Scotch Wheat at $1.50..¢ 438 65
25 bu 591bs. Peas at T0c 18 €8
+ 43 bus. N3, Oatsat 32c......... . 13 95
* Batter and Eggssold .. ............. 4.3
 Gardea P'roduco sold 17 9231582 38}
¢ Teaming Sundries...... . ......e. 112 87
“ Cuttlng Wood, &Ceoouiviens ane eseee] 15 67 1127 we
4 Present valuo of Stock....o.e..... . ] 440 00
« Used for hotne consumption, ce.eeeees 25 90
445 90
Dedact ArStCOSt. .. cuveineivnnrnsnnraaaas 3371
Galar {1 VAIUG Of SLOCK.1iveseasenrrencons 219
{182 513
1863, ——
Januvary 1, By Balanco from 1867.......c0ciiecnnne. $3 36}

Note by Ed. C. F.—We publish the foregoing
candid statement of a ¢ miserable” failure, both be-
cause we do not wish to suppress the unfortunate
experiences of farmers, for useful lessons can be
drawn from them, and Lecause we would have all
engaged in Agticulture keep a correct account, and
thus learn the actualstate and resul¢ of their farming,
and also becawse we hopo our correspondent will
send us a hetter balance sheet at the end of the next
scason. Some of the ahove expenditure might cer-
tainly be diminished—for cxample, the amount for
blacksmith’s work, and probably the cost of preparing
the land. Two items of «feed™ are also rather am-
biguous. Is it extra «feed” bought, or the value of
« feed” consumed from the produce? Furiher, there
is noaccount of any “home consumption” exeept the
item of atock. We notice, also, ono important omis-
sion, namely, making no meation of tho number of
acres under cultivation. We sincerely trust that the
coming season will turn the tables, or we should
adviso cur correspondent to quit farming. His hope-
fulness undor dificultics is most exemplary and
praisewortby.

Oats and Hay.

TBESE prodne:s, formerly so cheap, havo been for
somo timo past amoung the bighest priced atticles in
the market. They are now go dear a3 to causo con-
stant grumbling among those who keep stock and
have to buy all their fodder. Both crops aro easily
raised, and on rich, well-drained land, are oretty
sure to give a good yield, Farms that have facili-
ties for irrigation, may be so managed that these pro-
ducis may be relied on as little short of absolute
cerlainties. Sixty bushcels of oats per acre, selling
at fifty cents or more per bushel, and two tons of
hay, fetching fiftcen dollarsand upwards per ton, are
yiclds and prices that ought to make farmers cheer-
ful, and abolish the chronic tendency to grumbling.
The experionce of successive seasons gocs to prove
the wisdom of a mixed system of husbandry. When
one product yields poorly or Lrings but a Jow price,
something elso will help to make up, if it is on hand.
The tendency, when a particular crop aclis bigh, is to
go largely into 1t, and thus there comes to ba over-
production in one direction and under-production
in another. We anticipate that a large breadth will
be sown to oals the coming apring, and that, conse-
quently, prices will rule much lower next season
than they have done this. But these products always
pay if fed to stock on the farm. Whether tarned into
beef or into the increased value of {briving young
animals, it isprofitable to use them for Lome consump-
tion. We fear the temptation with some farmers the
present season bas been irresistibly strong to stint
their own stock, in order to have a larger quantity of
theso high priced products {0 send to market. This
is always poor policy.
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Platt Midge-proof Wheat,

To the Editor of TRE Caxava Faryver :

Sir,—There have been several communications
through your columns from correspondents in regard
to, and setting forth the superior quality and extraor-
dinary yield of, a wheat to which they give the name
of “ Platt’s Midge-proof.” A farme. of this township
having last season procured a quantity from Mr. W.
H. Boulton, of Demorestville, and my curiosity being
cxcited by what had been said regarding it, 1 went
iust harvest to see this celcbrated wheat, and what
was my surprise #o find it identically thesame variety
as I had previonaly grown for three years. Asfar os
my experience went after a fair trial, I found it to
yield about the sameo as the Fifo wheat: but asit was
abearded variety, much coarser in quality, and not
80 well liked by buyers as the Fife, I gave wp sowing
it. In the spring of 1864 I procured a small quantity
from a merchant in Guelph, who got it, I believe,
from some person in Toronto, who gave it the name
of Poland Wheat. There were other farmers in this
township who got some at the same time, and after
giving it a trial, also gave itup. However, at that
time we were not troubled here with {lic midge;and I
am now of opinion that it might beadvisable to sow
this wheat inlocalities wherethespring wheatisliable
to be injured by the midge, it beiog well known that

all coarse bearded wheat is not so liable to injury
from the midge as wheat of finer qualities.

W. WHITELAYW.

Guelph, March 25, 1868.
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SoreaTK TARTARICUM.—In answer to numerous ap-
Yications, Major Bruco bas sent us the following direc-
tions for the culture of the Sorghum Tartaricum :—
Soak the sced te Lo planted about twelve hours,
roll it -in plaster, make shallow drills, two feet
six inches apart, and only just cover tho seed with
earth. When the plants grow to six inches high, thin

out, to onc foot apart, in tho rows. Hoe froquently,
but do not Aill; remove suckers as they appear, in
order togive full vigour to the plauts. Paor clayis
rccommended to plant in, but it will dv wsll oo any
land, if not too rick. When the sced-leavesMrst spring
up ‘they resemble Iudisn corn leaves, 0a » smali
scalc.



