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of laudable ornanients, disionours oui :eimions with childish conceit;
It takes off the edge and lifle of' all our teaching, uder pretence «
filing off the rougneliis and superfluity. If we iave a plain and eit.
ting passage, it t hrows it away as ru.iical or ungratcful whîen God
charges us to deal with men as for their lives, and beseech thein with
al the eariestiness we are able, this cursed siin conitrl'c.s all, and con
dens hie ioly comiands of God, calls oui' nost necessary duty nadw
ness, aind savs to us, " What ! wiii -ou imake people think you are m nad
will vou make thiem say you rage or rave ? cannot you speak soberly
or noderately ? " Thus does pride niake maiy nen's sermons ; aid
what pride miakes, the devil niakes ; and viat serions the devil wi[
make, and to wiat end, we mnay easily conjecture. Though the mat-
ter be of God, yet if the dress, and mainer, and end be from Satan
ve have no great reason to expect success.

And when pride lias imade the sermon, it goes with themn into tie
pulpit ; it forin their tone, animates thein in the delivery, takes thez
off fron that whichi may be displeasing, however iecessary, and set;
them in puisuit of vain applause ; aid the sumi of ail this is, that ii
nakes men, both in studying and preaching. seek themnelves, and deii
God. wlien tiey sliould seck God's glory, aind deiv tienselves. Wh
thev sioilid ask, " Wht shall 1 sav, aid iow shall I say it, to pica
God best, a. 1 (10 most good ?" it itakes them a1k, " What shall I say
and how shall 1 deliver it, to be tiouîglit a learned and able Preaclr
and to bc applauded by ail wlio lear me ?" Wlhci the sernon is over
pride goes home with thein, and miiakes them' more eager to kiow
wietier they were applauded, tian whether they prevailed vith anî*
for the saving of their souls. They could find in their iearts, but fu
shamne, to ask folks hiow they liked them, and to draw out thicir com
imiendation. If tiey perceive that they are highly thouglt of, tiey r.
joice as hiaving attained their end ; but if tihey find that they are e:
teeied as weak or common men, they are displcased, having miise
the prize.-Baxter's Reforwd Pastor.

FAMILY PRAYER.

AN ANECDOTE.

A pious tradesman conversing with a Minister on family worsii
related the following highly iistructive circumstance respecting him
self:-

"When I first began business for myself, I was deternmined, througi
grace, to be particularly conscientious witi respect to family praye
Accordingly, I persevered for mîany years in the delightful praetice ol
doniestic voiship. Moi'iiiig and evening every individual of my faimil
was ordered to be present ; nor would I allow ny apprentices to bE
absent on any account. li a fev years the advantages of' these ec
gagements appeared manifestly conspicuous : the blessings of thE


