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grivilege of being edited by the erudite Dr. Hoskins(1) in its
ssuc of the 23cd March, founds a leading article—not in the

goc Hon. W. W. Grout in the House of Representatives, on
the cstablishment of agricultural experiment stations in every
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S¥rom 4 Parm worked by Proxy.

@rout procecded to discuss the remedy, and argued that to
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The “ Vermont Watchman,” now no looger cnjoying the
gace devoted to agrioulture, by the bye—on tho specch of

tate of the Union.
g After speaking at some leogth of the deterioration of the
oll in Vermont as the result of wasteful hushandry, General |

M T am bappy to ser 'bat Dr Hosking hrs undertaken the agri-
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improve the soil the farmer must know what ingredients
were lacking, whether of nitrogen, potash, nitrate of sodium,
phosporio 21id or superphosphate of lime. The average farmer
knows little of agrioultural chomistry, and has neither money
nor time for experiments, ** Nevertheless, this information is
cesential to his success, and how is he to acquire it ? How,
cxcept from tho sgrioultural experiment station, such as is
provided by this bill, to which ho may sond samples of his
soil for apalysis and from which he may learn the relative
value of fertilizers and their adaptability to the wants of his
soil ? The work of tho cxperiment station is educational in
character, aud, upon every principle of sound public policy,
catitled to the snpport of the state.”

Now there are a good many things chemistry can do for
the farmer, but if he dream that on scnding 2 sample or
samples of his soil to the station he will receive back a reaipe
of like value to a dootor’s preseription for a case of catarrh
or seiatica, he will find himself vastly mistaken, The analysis
of a <coil is one thing, the requirements of a certain soil is
another, The experimental station, properly conducted, can
reply to the farmer's question : ‘¢ what does my soil require ? ™
only in ooc way, and that is by showing him how to make
the soil itself answer the question. If it attempt anythiog
more, it lays itself open to the charge of being an imposition
on the public.

Aud, should any of my readers desire to follow out a regu-
lar course of experiments on a large or on a small soale, 1
thick if they will atiend to the followiog suggestions, they
will bave no difficulty in finding out in what specific con-
stituents thoir soil is deficient,

In the first place, it must be noted that experimental plots
—large or small—should invariably be duplicated, or cvon



