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[JuNe 1sr,

—A fearful accidant, involving the loss of soveral lives,
occurred on the 5th ult.  Our wonclad tho Corborus, hav-
ing been taken down tho Bay for some gun practico,
Captain Meodoville, her commander. mado arrangomonts
also for some torpedo exportments to come off abroast
of Queonsclift, our prinoipnl watoring place, noar the hoads
of Hobson's Bay. Irom some bungle i the management
of the apparatus, which nobody as yet has heen ablo to
explain, an explosion of n torpedo taok place, blowing the
vporators themsoh os.and their boat hygh mto the air,
only ane of the moen having escaped ceatruction.  Cap
tmin Mandevillo und s first officer, Liontonant Colling,
hud loft the scenc of action, and gone on shore at Queons-
¢lfl' to witness from that point of view the action of the
forpcdqes, and the seenis charactet of the busmess, onding
n e frightful o catastrophie, lins been romowhat sovorely
crificisod.  The rotaains of only two ot the boat's erow
wor e recovered from the sea, aud on thoso aun inquest hay
beou held without throwmyg any light on .the immediate
causo of tho explosion. - If our torpedo defgnces are mero-
ly to Llow up our own dofouders, the seer wo abjure
such critical aed bunglod novelties the ‘better.— English
poper. '

. —7The rapidity with which the Japanwse and Chinese
people appropriate the ideas and imitate tho practices of
the westorn people is vory romarkeblo. At a very carl
period of Chineso irruption intv this continent the immi-
grants began to'assimilate Amorican jdeas. * Mo ulloo
rameo Melican man—hato nigger, bato Injun * That was
the first step in approach to nationalism. But the Chineso
have not stopped there, and the Japanese have also been
progressive. Tho latter bave learnod to produce Dahl.
gren and Armstrongs, and tho former have Joarned to
etviko. Our despatches show that the most enlightened
nativo Americans could nut raise & more dangerous viot,
nor st a store with more success, nor demand high
wages with greater confidence. The day when Chiuese
labor was cheap has nearly run‘itscourse. The poot tells
us that “ Through tho ago one increasing purpose runs,
and tho men ar. widenod with the procesh of the suns,”
and probably ho did not intend to confine the idea to the
Caucasiun rece.

.

~The woapons of modsrn Republicanism, whether in Ireland
or Ruesia, aro such a5 are quite ag easlly wellded by the agents of
oligarchy or even of absolutism, as thoso of domocracy. A inere
handful of men, less than ons per cent of the people, can if thoy
aro so resolved, carry ot a syatem of terrorism by scerot murder,
or wmore apen slaughter. It 1s certainly an alarming featuro o
modern soclety that murder should be 86 successfall, and ne son-
timont ovolved by its commission, excopta desive to save the
neck of tho assassin from the haltor., Unfortunately too this
crime has boon ropeatedly successful Large concesslans to trade
unloniam followed tho marders, outrages and ‘“rattenings” of
Shoffleld and other manufacturing contrer  And the wounding
of Princo Alfred in Australlia in an attempt upon his )ife, was
followed by Iarge concessionv to the pcasantry of Irelund. Tho po-
i{tical appostics of majorities are tsaching rosolute nad unadrupu.
jous minoritics tim roed to power, and are rapldly making ail
peaceful government of mankind utterly impracticablo.

Shert Taetical Lessons for all armns a¢ the
@ntario Gunnery School.

“ B" Buttery, Royal School of Qunnery, Kingston.

—— —

FIFELD ARTILLERY ORGANIZATION.

To European armies, field artillery is divided into horse and |

field, but in the Militia Field .\rtillery of Canada there is no
such distinction. AH the §eld batterics, with their full com-
plement of six horses to cach gun, 9 pr. M.I.R,, 800 Ibs,,
would be able tome=a with sufficient rapidity to accompany caval-
r¥—in fact, the system Followed is thas of the old Bengal Jorse
Artillery, viz., carrying the gunuers on the off horses, guu axle

reats and limbers which answers all practical purposes of mo-ithay great artillery results can only be obtained by concer

¥ | the artillery driver, sitting or standing still under firo, with no

and each timo the guns come into action, the horses aro rested,
while the gunners aro nlso comparatively rested during an
advanco and fresh for their work instead of attetapting to run
after their guus on foot, and srriving—if they ever did arrive—
at the seene of action tov tited and exhausted (o fight their
une. It as inconciovable that an undesivable fecling of
jealousy should for so many years have kept the * Field Artil
lery ™ of Great Britain and France in tho oxtraordinary condi
tion of choosing the alternative of arviviug in action (aftor any-
thing of « rapid advance) without their guoners, or followiny
the other olternative of bringing the ammunition wagone under
fire, ag tho only means of carrying up the guuncrs, and run
niog the risk of ammunition wagons being exploded by a
stray bullet , but as we canuot afford the luxury of what are
called horse artillery it European armies,*we, in Uanada, havo
changed all that, Qur Cauvadian or Bengal Horse Artillery
system, briogs a minimum of men, horses aund amawnition
wagous into the first line of fire, for it i3 rarely that undula
tious of ground or other cover cannot be found for the ammu
nition wagons within the distance requived to supply amwuui.
tion when that in the limbers is exhausted. Toeffeat this the
wagon need not be cxposed, but the wagon limber trotted up
and cxchanged for the-gun limber, which trots to the rear, re-

lieving the horses and drivers of tho gun teams who requiro
rehef, for 1t should Le remembered that no soldier of the fight
g line has 5o gevere a strain put upon his passive couraga as

weapon but a whip in his baud, aud uone of that active duty
Whim makes men forget danger.
THE BATTERY UNIT

It 1s fortunate for field arullery that the fighting or tactical ;
and the administrativeunit are the rame. It is not so with
avy other arm. !

A battalion of mmfantry extended for attack cesses to be s
tactical ubit, being uncontrolable by one wan.

1t first resolves itselt 1nto wings under its majore, and then
into companics under their captains, The present War Min-
ister of Great Britain has, for purposes of promotion, iucreased
the number of majors to four, but they will not be Jike. the
German Hauptman, adminictrative as well as tactical leaders.
In the cavalry the squadron becomes an impromptu incongru
ous tactical unit, exeuwplifying the seriptural difliculty of serv:
ing two masters. .

he field artillery having this advantage, of being in peace
and war under the sawe tactical and administrative leader, be
comes a splendid fighting organization.

I¢ hae, morcover, the great advautage of hecomiug in our
small armics, and widely severed wperatious, a tactical unit
somewhat equivalent to that of a brigade of infautry, which isf
the smallest unit with which it can be associated, aud its com
mapder becomes from the nature of things in a great measure
the decider of bis own fighting movements, having received a
general idea of what may be required of him, from his ar
tillery chief if with a larpe foree, or from his Brigadier, or
(eneral of division, if with a smaller force. These points have
been dwelt upon at length, because the command-ofa field
battery though mﬁuiriug the tactical coup d'ail and decision of.
a General, generally falls to the lot of a cofoparatively yous;
man, and ss such a commend on active service may bo cousid] -
ered within the reach of overy “field artillery subaltern,” lel
should losc no opportunity of acquiring a knowledge of tactia
of all arms, which can be gained by any observantofficer in the
course of the service of artillery with other arms,

Though a battery of artillery often has to act as an glmoy,
independent tactical unit, especially in the little wars of Gres,
Britain, and also probably in the uvavoidably detached: dc,
fensive operations with which we Canadiaus would probably
and unfortunately have Yo commence a defensive war, in whid -
we would net have *taken the -initiative of concentn
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tion, the lessons of the late great wars in-Europe show s

bility, Au actillesy advauce at speed is rarely over a mile,; trated artillery action, and an ouy battery unit consiets of onlf -
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