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was going; I saw the-earth- opert and: swallow' up- & multitude of
people, and the: séa mountmw in upon them over the fortifications;
Moreover;the large and famous burying:placs, ¢alled the Palisades,
was destroyeéd; and the gea washed away it ‘carcases. .:The whole
harbour, one of the faivest and goodliest, was covered with -dead
bodies floating up and down.’ -The town of Port Royal was
prineipally built 1upon 4 triangular batk of sand; loosely adhering
to & shelving rock, whose basé is in the sea. A slight concussion,
therefore, .zided . by the enormous weight of buildings, would:
cause this: delta to fall into the witer, wheice it had been by
degrees and but lately thrown up. The moriing of the 7th June
had been clear, hot. and sultry; not-a-¢loud was above the horizon,
nor'a breath of airabroad. The earthquake commenced b forty
minutes past eleven in the forenoon; with & gentle tremulous
motion; and was succeeded by another shock somewhat more
violent, but accompanied with a hollow rolling noise, mysteriously
sounding in the earth and air. This -dreadful’ warning, too
familiar to West Indian ears, was instantly followed by a. third
tremendous shock, when screams of angtiish and inarticulate cries
of horror were as quickly drowned by the rush of waters, and the
simultaneous ¢rash of a thousand falling edifices"* '
Nothing is moré striking, in very diy seasons;thanthe contrast
between tlie patchied and dried lowlands, and the verdant, woody;
and grass-clad hills, Below, on theplains, between-the-shore and
the base of the mountains, or between the sea-and:- the foot-hills,
there is-scarcely:a blade of giass, and-all vegetable life appears
elmostextinct, except in the hardycacti; the penguin, the logwood;
cashew, and cherry tiees ; above in the hills, where vegetable lifé
aspires t0 the clouds and attracts the-skiey juices and is -exempt
from the greaten heats the luxuriaht Guitet-grass flcurishes to
the very summ:lts and the -parasitical plants form lofty and:
extended masses: of the-finest: festooning; while the trees are clad:
with the vichest foliage, and' the crardens’ of ‘the peasantry aré
either largely yleldmo -or I‘r'«fely promising- what is pleasant 0
the: ‘eye and woocI for'fovl.© In -the’ plams ‘the traveller
becomes Weaned a‘\d exhausted from the mtense heai; of 2 cloud-
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