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IlThis sinail territory, iiîvaded from the begiinning by diflférent tribes of
the Gerianic races, subjugated by the iRonians and the Franks, devastated
by thc Normans and by buie Danes, desolated by centuries of civil wai'
wvith ail iLs horrors, L1*is sinall nation of fisliernieil and traders, saves its
civil liberty and its freedoni of conscience by a war of eighty ycars against
the formidable iionarchy of Philip IL, -ind founds a republie ivhich be-
cornes the ark of salvation to the liberties of ail the world, the adopted
country of science, the Exchange of Europe, the station for the commerce

DUTCII PEASANT.-13i fn

of the ivorld; a republic whiclî vanquishes England on the sea, Whichi
rcsists the united arins of Charles Il. and Louis XVI., and wlîich treats on
equal ternis with the greatest nations, and is, for a time, one of the three
Powers that decide the fate of Europ)e."

11cr prominence and power, as a nation, are apparently on the
decline; certainly they are less than of yore. But her citizens
are, for the most part, frugal, contented and wvell-furnished in this
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