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'nIl Lunderstand; and hurrying figures of men and wonienweaving to and
fro, 'With no apparent purpose intelligible to a stranger, seeming like a miass
of Iîaniacs, or oftentimes, like a pageant of phantoms. The great length
Of the streets in many quarters of bondon; the continuai opening of tran-
8ienlt glimpses into other vistas equally far-stretching, going off at right
ang9les to the one which yod are traversing; and the murky atrnosphere,
Which, settling upon the remoter end of every long avenue, wraps its ter-
nTiination in gloorn and uncertainty-all these are circumnstances aiding
that Sense of vastness and illimitable proportions which. forever broods over
the aspect of bondon in its interior. "

It is a consequence of the vast size of London that there can
110 iltimacy, no unity of interest, among its different parts.

It bas been said that Ezekiel might be preaching in Smithfied, or
C&lâEberwell be swallowed up by an earthquake, and the people of
S3t. John's Wood know nothing of it tili they saw it announced in
the newspapers next morning. Corporate life in London, such as
'eO See in other even great cities, is an impossibility; for a hun-
flred years, or since the Gordon riots, it bas neyer, except perhaps
lately, been agitated simultaneously in ail its parts.

The great physical curse of «gthe modern Babylon " is -its smoke
'%'d fog, which are becoming every year more and more intoler-
a'ble , poisoning the citizens to such a degree that it is said that a
Lon1doner may be known in any part of the world where he may
die, if his lungs be examined, their colour is 50 sooty. During
the fogs of 1879-80 asthma increased 220 per cent., and bronchitis
831 per cent.; and in the week ending February l3th, 1882, the
denlse fogs sent up the death-rate from 27.1 in the previous week
t'O 35.3. Yet, strange to say, thanks to its scores of parks, bondon,
"I~ Which, in the reign ofGeorge II., the deaths exceeded the births
bY nearly eleven thousand a year, is now, with its mortality of
0111Y twentv-one in a thousand, one of the healthiest cities on the
globe. These parks, which. are the lungs of the great metropolis,
ar- Probably larger and more numerous than in any other great
CIty in the world. Some of them are the greens of the villages
Whil-h the giant city has devoured in its progress; but the great
ttlajority, and especially the more extensive ones, are the gift of
the Crown. What other great towns in England have owed to
th' Mulnificence of rich citizens or to the self-imposed taxation of
the People, bondon bas owed to the wise liberality of the English
kiiigs, whose ancestors luckily, through love of sport, had pro-
'Vid1ed themselves with ample parks for that purpose, close by the
PaIacea in or near London. 0f what inestimable value the-se
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