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From the commencement of the world we may
race the foundations of ‘Masonty ;. ever sice
symmelry began, and harmony displayed her
charins; we have reasoii to believe our order hus
bad a being ; during migny ages and inany different
countriestt has flourished, No art, no science pre
ceded 1t in the dark periods of antiquity, when
litetature was in a low éln‘tf and the rude mane
ners of our forefathers \v."nh{\'eld from that know+
ledge we now so amply share, Masonry diffused
its influence. This science -unveiled, arts arose,
civilizdtion todk place,. and the progress of know-
ledge and philosophy gradually. dispelled the gloom
of .ignorance and ‘barbarism. - Government being
settled; authority \was-given to laws, and"the as.
semblies of the Fratarnity acquired the patronage
of the great and good, while the tenets of the pro-
fessios diffused unbounded-phitanthrophy.

Abstracted from the pure pleasures which arise
from frendships so wisely constituted as that
which. subsists among Masons, and which 1t is
scarcely possible.that any .circumstance or occur-
rence can efase, ‘Masonry is a science confined to
o patticular couatry, but extends over the whole
terrestial globe. Wherever: anis flourish, it flour-
ighes too. -Add to this, that by secret and 1aviol-
able signs, casefully presefved among the Fraterd-
ity, it becomes an universal language. Hence
many.advantages are gained ; the distant Chinese,
the wild Avab, und the Americay; savage will em-
brace a brother Briton, aad know, that besides the
common ties of humamty, there 1s shll a stronger
obligation to induce to kind and-friendly effices.
As all religions -teach morality, it-a brother be
found to act the part ofa truly hunest man, his
privele speculative opinions are lett to God and
himself. This through the influénce of masanry,
which ig'reconcilable to thie best pohicy, all those
disputes which embitter ife, and sour the tempers
of men are avoided ; while the common good, the
general object, is Zealously purstied:

From this view of our system, its utihity mus
be sufficiently obvicus. 'Tne .uaversal pripeiples
of- the art umte.n one indhissoluble bond of affec-
tioni; mén of ‘the most apposite tenets, of -the most
distanl coutiiries, and of the must contradiclory
optni ins ;5o that'in. evkry nation # ‘Mason “may
find a'friend aiildl- in every clime; ahome. 1f the
secréis’of Masoury - are “replete with such advan-
tage 16 mutikind, 1Wimay be dsked;, why- are they
no? divalged for the general good 7 T'o 1his it may
be answered-=were the privileges of Masonty to
be indiscrithinately dispensed; the purposes of the
institation wonild “not oaly Ue: subverted; but oui
gecrets, from being tamihdr like other important
matters, would lose thetr value and sink into dis.
regard. : ‘

1t is a-Weakness tu human nature, thar men ate
generally. more churmed -wuth novelty. than with
the intrinsic value of things. Innumerable tesu-
monies mught be adduced to confirm this' truth.
Do we not find that the most wondétful ope, duious
of the:-Divine Azuficer,however beautiful. magni-
ficient,.and useful; are overlooked, because .com-
won and tamitiar? The sun, rises and sets, -he
sca ebbs and flows, rivets plide_along their chan-
aels, trees and plants vegitatd,.mankind pass on-
ward in their duily course, yet hiese being perpe-
tually open fo view &r¢ uunoliced.. The most
astonishing iproductions. of -Nature, for thé same
feason escape observaiion, and exci e no e.nvtio,
eithef in admirafion of the gzreat cause or of gra-
litude for the ‘blessing conferred. -Even Viilge
hers2l( i not exempt. from this unhappy bias of
ikie human frame, Novelty influence all our.actions
and determinations. What is new,. or difficttlt.in
the acquisition, however, wifling or insigmficant,

THE GANADIAN, FREEMASON.

temporary admiratlon; while what is familiar or
casily attméd, however, noble or eminent, 1s.-sure
to be distegardéd by the. giddy and the unthinke
ing. .

Did the essenca of Musoury consistan the know-
ledige of particular secrets or peculisr forms, it
wight, mdeed be nlleged “that our  pursuds were
nling and superlictal;  But this is not the case;
they aro only the Key to vur trensures and having
their use, are preserved ; while fromn jhe recollec-
ton of ‘the Jussons they wncuicare, sthe well 1u
formed Mason desives instiuetion ; he.draws them
to n nearer wspection vigws them through a proper
medium, adverts to the circumstatices, which gave
them nse, and dwells upon the tenets they couvey.
Fnding them replete-wath useful nfornation, he
prises them as sacred ; antl, belngi convinced of
thoir propriety, estimates their value by thew uti.
Wity. Awwong the various societies ot men, jew,
\f uhy, are wholly exempt from censure, friend,
stip howéver valuable in ttsell, and however ut-
versal may be its pretensions, hus seldom operated
so powerlully in general associations, us to promote,
that sinceré attachment to “the -wellare and pros-
neiny of each other wlach 13 necessary {o consit
tute tfue happiness.

Thus may be ascribed to suudiy causes, but to
none with more justaess than to the reprehensible
motives wiuch tvo frequently lead wen to a partici-
pation of socta) entertaruments, 3 1o passan wdle
hour, to oblige a friend.or probably -to grauty an
swrezalar ndulgeuce, be the ouly mducement W
mix 10 company, 15t surprising tuat the inporlait
duties of soctery should be neglected, sud that i the
quick crreulation of the cheeslul gruss, we noblest
tacultes shoutd be sumetimes burted m e cup of
ebenty.

‘It 18 an obvious truth that the pravileges ot Ma-
sohiry have someties been prostitatéd 101 unwor-
thy consderations, anl heuce their good etfects
have been less conspicuous.  Many have enrolied
their nates 1n our .records lor the mere purposes
of conviviauty, without inquining tuto lue nature
of. the particular engagements to which they ure
subjected by beconung Masons. Several nave

itroduced (o grauly aa wie cunoaity, or to please
as jolty compantons. A generatodwm, orai least
a careless tudilerence, must -be the resuit ot such
conduct. But the evil stops-not here, persons of
this descripuion ignorant, of - the (rue nature of the
instuution, probavly witlout any feal delect n
ihen owh morals ure tuduced to secommend-others
of the saine cast lo jouy the socidéty ‘tor the same
piirpose. Heuce the trie- snowledge of the art
decréases with the ticrease ot ug memvers'and the
most vutable partol the wsiiuion 1s Lurned wto
fulicise ; Snile the dissipations of -luxury and -
tetaperance bury n obfivion: pnucaples which
mugnt have digaihied the most exalted characters.
But 11 somedo tiansgress, o wise (nan watl thence
afigue cgatust she tistiulion of conugmn the wndle
Fratérmiy tor the errors of a léw, Mmsguidedandis
viduate, Were the wiched hives ot men admued
as an argument agamst toe retgon which tuey
profess; the wisest aud- most judicious - esiavlish-
ments mmght be expused to censure. Lt may ve
averied n favor of Masonry, that, whutevér-un-
pertections are found amoug its professors, the
wstilutton’ Cvunlenguces Ho deviation from the
tules of Tight 1cason. ‘Tho.e who violate.the
laws, oz 1tiuge ori'good order are kindly admon-
ished by “secrel mouilors 3 Where these .meéans
have not the intetided effect, public repreliension
becomes necessary  and, -at last, where. evéry
mld endedvour to’etfect -a'd retormation .in. thels
conduct is of o avail tady are e¢xpelled from e
Jlodge, as unfit members -of the society. Vai,
thérefore is éach idle surmise agawmst the plan-of
ous government, while thie laws of the Craft'afe
-propefly supportéd; they will be-'proof aganst
every attach. DMen aré not-aware, thut by.de-
ciying any-laudadle instiu.ion; they derogate frow
‘the digoity of liuman nature itsélf, -and from that
good order, and Wise disposition of things, which
¢ Alimighty Aathor of (he world has tramed 10
the government of mankind, and: established: us
the basis of the -moral system. Friendshig -uwud

-readily, caplivates the jmagination-and ensires.a

 socinl delights can néver be the object, of reproachy

been prompied by nouves ot interesy, aud many |

evennenéss' of temper,. 16t our. rereationd b

61

nor can that wisdom which -hoaty Time brs
sanctified, ba o subject for ridicule.. Whogver-.\-
tex:})ts:lo censure what he does not comprehend, des
grades himself; ami the generous, henrt will pity
tho mistakes of such ignorant presumption..

Charity is the chiet of all the. social virtues,
and the distinguishing chorasteristic of>-Masons.
“I'is virtue wcludes o supreme degree of love to
the great-Creator and Governor -of the universe
and un unlimited affection, to- the beings of his
creation, of<all charactor and of bvery denominas
tion,

Beings who partake of one common naturo ought
to be actunied by the same motives and interests.
Hence 1o soothe the unliappy, by sympathizing
with their misfortunes -and to restore- peace ‘and
tranquility to.agttated spunts, constituta the general.
and great ends of: the Musonic- System. This hu-
wnane, this generous disposition, fires the broast
with mauly. feelings, aud enlivens that spint. of
compassion which 1s the glory of the bumsan frarme,
and which not .only. rivals, but ouishines,every
other pletsure thatthd mind is capadle o1 enjoying.

At unan pussions, when directed by the su-
petior principle of reason, teud 10 promiote some
uselul purpose ; but compaiston, tuward pioper

'} objects 13 the most benelicial of all the affeciions,

and exciles mu.e tusting. degrees of happuess 5. .as.
it extends to, greater. numoers, and alluviates the
ifiumties and evils which are incident:to human
existence. - Possessed of -thas amable, Uus goditke
dispositton, Masons. are-shocked at .qusery up-
der every torm and :appearance, When .they, bey
hold an object. p.mng under .a distressed bady and
i, the healing “accents, which tlow from-the
tongue mitigats lhe pain of the.unluppy.sulerer,
and make even adversity.an s dismal state,,look
gay. When puy is excited, the Mason wil.as>
auage.gitef, and cheerfully relieve distress, If 8
Brother be.in wani,.every -heart is moved ; when
heis hungry, we feed lim; when he is.onked,
we clothe hun ;.-wher he 13, . trouble we fly to

10 tis rehief, Thus we -confirm he- propnsty. of

the ttle-we bear ; and convince the world at large,
that Brother, amonyg Masons, 18 more-than; the
aame. L ' L
‘I'nough our.ea.s are always open to the distress
of the deservang poor, yet charniy 1s not to be dis-
peased -with a-projuse hiverality ‘on 1mpostors.
I'tie parents of a numerous offspring, who, through.
age, sichuess, infinmity, on.any unforgseen accts
deat.an lite, may be reduced to, want,, particularly.
claun our atteation, aud seldown.-furl to experience
the bappy- eftects of our friendly. associauons, To
such oyjkcls,.whose - situation. 18 more | a8y, tu.be
conceved than expressed, we are induced libesally:
10 extend reliet.  Heuce we give convinetug prools
of wisdum. and discesnment ;. foi though our:bes
nevalence hke vur laws be lumited, yet oT hedsts
glow pritictpally. with sflection toward the deésérv:
tug-part of mankind, L
As useful krowledge 19 the great object ot our
desites, thy good Mason diligently, appites himself
to the praciice which it juculcates, and does- rol
permit the difficuities that be has. to eacounter
check his progiess, of damp- bts zedl buiat all
ufies sunves 1o recullect, that the ways of wisdom
are beautiful, and leadt 1o pledsure.. Knowledge s
attamed by, degrecs andcannol every wheré be toind
Wisdom seeks the secret shade, ‘the lonely,cell,
designed tor contemplation, Lhere enthsoned she
sits, deliveting her sacred; oracles,. There letall
seeh her,.and pursug ine real bliss, Tuough.the
passige be wifficult, the further we trace it.the
cagierit will become, o
.Dnion: and . harmony constitute -the, essence of
Freemasonry ; while we enlist under-that:banuer,
the soctely must. flounish, and. privaté,anumosities
give.place to.peace, and good fellowship, Uniting
10 one design,ilet 1t-be our.aim-.10-,be happy, our-
selves, and contribute .to thé . happivess of .others.
Let ‘us mark “ous .superionty and’ distinction
among cien, by tlie sincerny.of out profeision as
Musons ; let us- cultivale the: moral virues, and
iinprove In_ail that is good.and” gmiable ;-let the
Genius of Masonry preside over our conduct, and
under.her sway let us pérfosm our pdit with' be:
coming dignity ; tet us presesve an elevation of-
understanding. a politeness.of - manner, and :2a
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