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THE SPRIG OF ACACIA.

BY J. L. B,

The Symbols of Freemasonry have been chosen
with an uppropriuteness that challeng es comparison,
and disarms those who through ignorance or malice
may ridicule the system by every plausible weapon, |
and establishes in the mind fully enlightened the
divinity of its origin.

The harmony that everywhere pervades the spirit
of its teachings and the great power of its symbolic
lessons, give intellizent Masons an unwavering trust
in its expositions of moral science, and a satisfaction
in the beautiful lessons taught by the various em-
blems so widely chosen and sacredly preserved by
the Cratt.

To the sons of light, none of these surpasses in
sacred beauty the acacia, once planted to mark the
resting place of a greal and good 1nan, who had
fallen by the hand of an assassin, and by aid of
conspirators had been buried in darkness, in a place
they hoped fraternal hands would never find.

This emblem, which once marked the resting
place of the illustrious dead,—symbolic branches of
which are now cast upon the coffin lid at the burial
of a brother,—teaches the great lesson of life and
imortality brought to life; that though the earthly
body moulders back toits mother earth, the spiritual
body has arisen, and by the timely-applied power of
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, is crowned with
immortality.

The following beautiful lines from the
J. A Williams,tLL. D, of Kentucky, wil
viated by every Masor: -

$*1 AX THE RCSURKECTION AND THE LIFE."'—Jesus,

Tho pit, the worm, the darkness and the clod!
Thus lies the Mason, as if cursed by God !
Corruption riots in Acacia bowers,

And beauty moulders *neath the fairest flowers,

Is this, indeed, the destiny of man,

His home the loathsome vault, his life 2 span?
Must hie whom virtuo crowned jn 1ifs as Sust,
Forever sleep, disowned, and in the dus ¢

Invoke the vircue .hat adormed him then,

And seck to ralse that foim to life aain !

Alas! in vain apprenticed virtue tries,

Her touch no warmth imparts, 0o life supplies !

Yect there’s another token, mightier stiil,
Which only science knows, and learaed skill:
Wil not the brow which love did once fllume
Feel her §nspirlng touch within the tomb ¥

The lettered Crafisman, with his cunning hands,
Applies tho token, but acspn\rlng stands !

Death mocks his learning, and the treachierous grave
$1il! binds the victim that his power would eave.

Pen of Bro.
be appre-

Yct man shall live again! A Lion band

‘Will give the token that shall burst cach band
And he whom VIRTUE, GENIUS, M2y not save,
Through Judah's LioN triumphs o'er the Grave.

THE FREEST PLACE IS A MASONIC LODGE.

Equal rights, equal laws, and equal privileges,
constitute frue liberfy, masonically understood. Thus

defined, a Masonic Lodge is the freest place on earth. | th

It has ever been so,in all ages and climes,—before
the Saxon set foot on Britam—before the Franks
had Hassed the Rhine—when Grecian eloquence
still flourished at Antiwoch—when idols were still
worshipped in Mecca; by the inhabitants of the
torrid zone, or of the ice-bound regions of the world,
1o matter by what cruel and formidable des({)ot:isms

it may have been and may still be surrounded. It

is thus that tne members of our ancient and honor-
able {raternity are pre-eminently.entitled to the
roud distinction of ‘the Free! Tor although this
istinctive appellation was, according toour lezends,
originally conferred only upon worthy Craffsmen
among the enslaved multitutes of ancient laborers,
when duly initiated into the Councils and tau[{,'ht
the science of the master-builders, it has trom the
beginning implied every privilege, every enjoyment
and every security which perfect iberty can confer.
Striet equality of individual rights and opportunities
of advancement; a perfect liberty of conscience in
politics and religion, which is entirely exempt from
all enquiry and disparagement; and the exalting
consciousness which fills every Mason’s heart that
his fair fame, whether he be Yersona]ly present or
separated from us by boundless oceans, that his
nearest and most cherished ties in domestic life, that
his business interests and most pressing exigencies,
together with every lawful secret of his breast, are
secure and sacredly safe in the hands of his brethren,
constitute a kind and degree of reciprocai liberty
which no state or phase of society in the vague
world of mankind could possibly afford. And thus
it is that our institution has ever been the purest,
the most enduring and the most universal of repub-
lics that ever existed within the history of the human
family. The Masonic Institution, governec by its
own organic laws and codes of mutual obligation,
and conscious that no earthly power, not even the
greatesf, can annul them, since they are deeply
engraved and impressed upon every Mason's heart,
has flourished amid the deserts of despotism, and
desires no new favor from political power in this
heppy land, so fertile in {reedom and prosperity

THE MASONS WE NEED.

[From an oration delivered before the Lodge of Journeymen Masons, BEdin-
burgh, in honor of the memory of Bro. James Smith, for twenty-four years
Treasurer of the Lodge.] .

Ouwr deceased brother was a sincere, downright
honest man. He was one of the few persons in the
world to whom we would readily entrust our repu-
tation. He had no flummery, no pretence. He
made no promises which he did not 1ulfil ; he held
out no hopes which he did not realize. We were
not deceived and disappointed by him. He did not
come before us {launting with masonic jewels, and
boasting of his masonic knowledge, his masonic
services, and his attachment to masonic principles.
He did far better. He showed what the principles
of Masonry are by his actions. He showed that its
justice, its fortitude, its temperance, its truth, its

rotherly sympathy and charity, were the objects of
his aifection ; that they were implanted in his nature,
and bore their legitimate fruits. He was, in short, a
real man, and nosham. We have Freemasons now-
a-days that can be regarded as nothing hetter than
sounding brass or tinkling cymbals. Great is their
noise, their displey, and their pretended regard to

e requirements of our Order; but sﬁrigjtﬁem of
the cloak which they wear, and you will find them
full of fraud, faisehood, calamny, intemperance, and
every abomination. Such men are a disgrace and a
source of weakness to the society with which they
arc connected. They muy, it 1s true. sometimes
receive applause; they may be taken under the wing
of men in power, and patted, caressed and encour-
aged ; they may even gain trinmphs, and be sur-



