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Fail Preparation for the Perennial Border
A. J. Elliott, Aylmner, Ont.

IT' will bc gcncrally concedcd that theperennial flower is fast comingintoits
truc position in thcafTcctionsofflower

growers, and that neyer before wvas
there greater demand for it than at the
prcrcnt. Everyone who i.is a flowvcr
garden to-day must have a border of
perennials, not single specirnens clottcd
,here and there, but a wvhoIe border, to
get the v'ery best effects of these excel-
lent plants. This is only a matter of a
few dollars, the wvill to spcnd them and
cnouglh land to miake the affair a satis-
factory succcss.

Perennials in Mr. Elliott'a Garden

More than ever are experts wvriting
about the perennial or herbaccous plant
and more and more are their writings
rcad and copied and their instructions
filled. There iS so much mort, pleasure
frorn very early spring to late tall
throughi aIl the Phases of the peeping
appearance out of the ground in the
spring tilI the serc ano yellow of autumn
that it pays far more than Uic gaudiest
lied of annuals in this short suimmer sea-
.on. Foot for foot, I do not contend
thant the border is grander than, say,
a bcd of asters. But as a wvhole if
properly plàntcd with a view to contin-
.ýày of bloomn, the tout ensemble is far
better.

Tt is claimcd by somne that the border
%hould be of uneven wvidtI '.o give wvhat
'q caliced an 'undul.tting" appearance.
If for a border of shrubs, to a fine stretch
of lawn, aIl right, but if for a gardenl
îvith walks around, my plan is to make
iL;e border gcometrically straight. ht is
alwvays best to place it along a fcnce or
dlivision line behind or at the side of
tlie bouse, and if two neiglibors cati
ag«ret as to procedure and è%pense the
.. ffect is dclightful, ro fence thcn bcing
'1ccded. The tallest plants wvould be set
qn the centre ind each could do as he
liked on his own side.

PRISRAItINO POP. TIIB BORDERt
Having derided, howcvcr, to have a

'inrdcr, dig it four feet wide, good and
deecp now. If it wvas well marsured last
\ýnring, you necd flot lienvily manure it.
1do flot like fresh marture around roots.
l'lien, aftcr raking it do'vn to a fine

bed, set your line a foot froni the fene
and plant in this, Uic back row, any ot
the folloi% ing. Hollyhocks, goldcn gloiv,
tiger hules, tea larkspur, hibiscus, rani-
bler, tlîousand beauties or Dorothy
roses, planting nothing dloser thani
thrce feet.

Tbis donc, corne in wvith your line
ciglitcen inches, and set as before, but
(Io as a carpenter says in shingling a
roof -break joints"; that is, do flot let
any twvo plants be directly opposite
across the bcd. Also do not let the holly-
hocks and phloxes bc any dloser than
possible, becauise the former will rust
the latter.

hI the second rowv, plant pcrcnnial
phlox, paconies, lilies, coreopsis, swvcet
rocket, foxgloves, iris, chalcydonica.
yucla and poppies. Do flot plant any-
thing dloser than two feet in the row.

Nowv corne in wvith your line «tiotlier
sixteen inches, and plant the final row o!
columbine, galliardi, Swveet WVilliam,
platycodon, pinks, and s0 fortIr.

MULOHINO THE BED

This having been donc you wvill have
nothing more to do till frost cornes. As
soon as the -round is frozen cover the
whole with four or fiye inches of roughi
manure or leaves, and you can pat your-
self on the head w~ith thoughts cf the
fiowcrs you wvili havé ncxt year. 1 have
given a list of desirable plants, but theré

a re nîany others, pcrhaps, that the
reader wvould prefer. Ail can be reason-
ably procured at our nurserymen.

One thing I migl.t add is mîat nt thtre
's no tulip or bulb bcd near the border a
few dropped in here and there, but
enough to show well, migh, be done.
For my part, as my bulbs arc only
across a path,
I do flot put .~< .. -
any in the <
b>order. ~
Whenspring à

at length ar-
rives, in the
latter part of 1- *.
March, take
your rake
and pull off
the mulch,
and let the
border lie.
A red spike
hiere and a
ycllo-v one
therc and
signs of life
cverywherc
p u s h il p
through the
grotind in
quick succes-
sion. About Border of Sirobs and Ptrunials
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the middle of April put on sorne gooci
rottcd mnire, andI dig in, always rc-
membering that one of these borders de-
vours a pile oi food. This donc, youi wiIi
find several %paces leftxvhichlattershould
bc filcd, not crowvded, with giadioli,
asters, zinnias, and plants. These in-
structions followed you wvill have a joy
garden all sunîmer and wvill neyer regret
thc pains and expense takcn to secure
it.

The Care of Dahlia Roots
J. Mc?. Ros, Toronto, Ont.

Saving the tubers of dahlias from, frost
is flot difficitît. Any place wvherc you can
kccp potatocs wviIl keep dahlias. After
thec frost lias cut the foliage down ]cave
the plants stay so for a week as it helps
to ripen the tubers. Then on a sunny
miorning dig theni up wvîth the eartx
sticking to them as mitch as it wvill.

Cut the stalks back to six or ei.ght
inches, and Jet thcm stay out in thc sunl
ail day. If there is no danger from frosi
Icave iliern out twvo days. Be sure and
fasten the names by wvirc labels on the
qt'îlks and tîten pile themn iii a heap in
sorne dry spot in the cellar ont of the
draft. If thc cellar is bot and dry it
will cause the tubers to shrîvel; a liberal
sprinkling of wvater wvill restore thcm.
Packing themn ini boxes with dry sand
over thern is a good plan. Too much wet
causes thern to rot. My usual practice
is to plle themn in a corner on top of one
another, and then forget about thcrn till
sprmng ipproaches when I overbaul themn
and put them in shape.

"The best is none too good." This
old saying applies most forcibly to the
selection of bulbs and flower seeds.-D.
W. Marden, Pilot Mound, Man.
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