
IRD TO GET PICKEIkS

G ROWERS of smnall fruit gcnerallyllnd considerable difficulty each year
in Iiandling the crop. Thîis is the case in
most sections this season. The trouble wvas
flot very great wvitlh th.> strawvberry crop,
which wvas light in many districts, but nowv
the respberries are in the trouble bas begun.
Growers have to, use different methods to
secure pickers, and many of these miethods
are far from satisfactory.

While talking to a representative of The
Canadian Horticulturist wvho visited his
place recently, Mr. W. Walker, of Grimns-
by, said: " It is very difflcult to get pick-
ers-in fact, we can't get good ones. Some
growers bring in Indians from. Caledonia,
but perhaps they only stay at one place for
a day or so. They are unsettled and some-
times other growers coax them, away. I
hope to get aIl my crop harvcsted without
experiencing any serious loss, as I hiave the
promise of about 40 pickers for odd days.

" The cost of harvesting a crop of bernies
oftcn cornes pretty higli. We hiave to sup-

ply shanties or cottages for thern after pay-
lng their fares on the train or car. 0f
course they board themselves. Some grov-
ers give a reliable wonian 5o, cents a day ex-
tra to oversee the job and secure pickers.
The usual price paid for picking ranges
froni one cent to a cent and a haif per box,
depcndingy on the variety."

"We siniply have to do the best wve can
in getting pickers," said Mr. J. M. Metcalf,
of Grimsby. " We can get a fcev f roi
surrounding villages. A good plan is to
go back on the mi-ountain, and bring down a
load of farmers to help out. We pay one
and a liaîf cents per box for picking black
and red raspberries and one cent for th.im-
bic bernies."

"It is goingr to, be a serious problemn,"
said Mr. E. D. Smith, of Winona, " to get
pickcrs this season. Jt is now some years
since wve liad a hieavy crop of raspberries.
1 suppose the best plan will be to rnake con-
tracts for the berry season with a nuniber
of Indians froin the reserve."

STRAWBERRIES FOR THE WEST

O NTARIO strawberry growers, it isthe conviction of Mr. Alex. McNeilI,
chief of the Dominion fruit division, ,,vlo
lias rccently returned fromi a trip to the
Pacific coast, will have to use more care in
the growving and shipment of their fruit if
they ever expect to build up a profitable
trade with Winnipeg and western points.
"WT3%hen I was in Winnipeg ini July," said
IviNr. Mvc.Ncill to The Horticulturist, " strawv-
berries froni points in l3ritishi Columbia
were meeting wvith a ready sale. I asked
one of the commission dealers liow it Nvas
]le did not seli Ontario fruit, and found lie
was a man wvith a grievance as far as On-
tario fruit xvas concerned.

" This nierchant inforrned mie that lie hiad
ordered a car of Ontanio bernies to bc de-
livered on Thursday, July 29. Hie showved

me a teiegrami lie haçI received stating thiat
the fruit wvould not be delivered to, him un-
tii Friday, and another telegrain statiug it
%vouid not reachi him until Saturday, and
flnally a third tclegram stating that the On-
tario shipper would imot be able to let him
have the fruit at ail. This promise to, ship
the fruit and the breaking of it had caused
the merchant great loss, as lie hiad relied
upon receiving this car of fruit to fill bis
local denîand and liad becix putting off bis
customners in expectation of the arrivai of
the fruit.

"I1 presunie that the trouble with the On-
tario shipper," continued Mr. McNeill,
di 'as that lie was unable to make proper ar-
rangements for securing the fruit. Tie
trouble iii Ontario is that very littie fruit is
grown for expont, as aIl that is shipped to


