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through his Alexander orchard on the 28thi
of june, %we found the g-rounid literally
covered withi young fruit. "People," said
,Mr. Brennian, "'are calling me a fool to
ivaste my fruit like this, but 1 hiave learned
by experience that thinning pays."

JUThat po-/ion elo you /akc off?ý
WVeil, frorm thase overloaded Alexauders,

tully ane-hialf. Here is a tree fi-oni whichi 1
took 1700 peaches tin the 2()th of June.
The tree could neyer carry that quantity. ta
perfection. Why, i 00 peaches, wvel1 growni,
would fll a twelve quart basket, and that
tree îvas carrying, enough peaches to
fli over 3o twelve quart baskets! while
eight or ten baskets is ail it could possibly
mature, to arn- sîze.

TI HIS principle applies equalv to ail
fruits. If the tree overbears iu ciue

season, it canuioz recover itselt in time ta
produce a crop the year fo-llowitugý, so tliat
apples, pears and plurns ail îîced sirnilar
tiiuiing of the fruit and sinîikar shorten-
ing of the branches. ''1I3, this systeni
of loreig"said lie, -'I get fruit every
year frorii Spys, Rings and Baldins,
because I always encourage ai certain amount
of yaung wood growt h, even in a season aI'
heavy bearing, anc: this praduces fruit the
succeediiugý vear.

flie follo-wiing; froîîî the Journal of 1lorti-
culture, England, g-oes to establisli Mr.
Brennan's rnethod:

"In the whole gardening practice there is
nîo greater m-istake than that (if overcrop-
ping. It is bad in every department, but
worst of ail with fruit, for îîot onlv are thc
trees incommioded duriug onte season, and
preventecl from giving good fruit. but thev
are ofteu seriouslv checked for another year,
a mot-re imiportant point even than thc other.
Tie effects upon peaches and nectarines are
verv marked. The trees are called upon to
droduce about twice aîs nmanv stnsas are

necessary and this takes far mnort,- out of
thern than the production of the edible part
or flesh.

But the strain upon the trees is so great
that even the small amnount of flesh upou the
fruit is not tvorth anythiug. - It is poor in
flavor, and the fruits usually drap before
they are properly ripe. lnstead theu, of
hiavinug, say a, hundred fine lusciauis penches,
oir highly flavored nectarines, upon anv given
tree, îve have, if the fruit is not properl'
thiuued, perliaps double that number, and
out of aIl, not a score of fruits that anc
could possibly send ta a noblernan's table or
a highi class fruiterer's shop.

Apples on smiall trees are aften badly
treated ini this way. XVith large orchard
trees there is a great dilliculty in thinning,

and without a doubt, this canîbined witlî the
let alaue principle ou îvhich the trees zrc
treated, is responsible for their aften bear-
ing once ini two years. B3ut with small trees
tiiere is na necessitv for this. The fruits cati
nîostlv be tlîined by lîand from the g-round
or from a short pair of stcps, and the in-
creased value of the produce is out of ail

proportion greater than the trouble involved.
Eit-ci snîall and busli fruits may %vitlî ao-

vantagre have attention ini this way. Goose-
berries, cu rrau ts and even strawbc rries,
unless there is a gaad demand for cooking
fruit, slîould be well thined. It is just
nowv dhit the result of nat thinning is most
apparent, anîd I %vauld ask .any thinkiîîg
producer ta have a look round thîe nearcst
fruit plantation to Iiim. ln ninc cases out
of ten hie will fiîîd this season's trecs over-
burdencd witlî snîall and camparatively use-
less fruit, tlîat tvith judiciaus thinnin.g niglît
liave been useful and profitable ta the
grotver.

I I) my early tonatoes about mny nîot.),
-yng crop, said 'Mr. Wm. Armstronîg

of 0ueuston. 1 have made a business of
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