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with perhaps no more than a half-
hour’s machine stitching in its con.
struction, of some inexpensive and
pretty material cairy off the red ticket,
to the disgust of the hard, solid
cushions, covered with silk or linen
embroidered with dollars’ and dollars’
worth of silks. I was shown one on
which the silks alone cost eight dol-
lars, A fluffy comfortable, made of
wash-silk, sateen, or even cheese-cloth,
might win the prize from the small-
patched, closely embroidered, unwad-
ded, crazy patchwork quilt. I was
told the embroidery silk alone on one
cost ninety dollars, and then it was
intended only to spread across the
foot of the spare bed when
it was not winning prizes at the fairs.
If wwe counted the cost, would we
make these aswfully expensive fancy
articles? The cost of that one quilt
would pay for warm blankets for all the
beds in the house. It would entirely
furnish a bed-room with quartered
oak and Wilton carpet, or if we were
charitably inclined it would supply
comfortable clothes for four or five
children for a whole year, or it would
pay the expenses of the maker while
taking a spleadid vacation. The time
spent would enable her to read dozens
of books, or explore the woods for
wiles in search of health and nature
studies. The eyesight used might just
be what she will requirz to give a
happy old age. I would not have it
thought that our homes should be en-
tirely plain. We should try to sur-
round ourselves and our homes with
all things bright and pretty. But who
dares to say that one growing pansy or
rose is not prettier and by far less ex-
pensive than forty flowers embroidered
or painted?

Can we not purchase pretty silks
already flowered far cheaper than we
flower them stitch by stitch. It would
not so much matter if it were the
wealthy classes only who do this work.
I find that those, at lcast, who exhibit
at the smaller fairs are oftenest our
farmers' already overworked wives or
daughters and the wives and daughters
of the workingmen in the country vil-
lages.

Belore we begin, let us count the
cost of everything—materials, health,
eyesight, and the time required, not
only in making, but also in afterwards
caring for these comparatively useless
articles, and I am conviaced we will
simply never begin.
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He Played Him.

Sowe little time back a German musician,
a cornet player in a very fair orchestra, got
into trouble quite innocently and unex-
pectedly,  *“Let’s have that over again,”
requested the conductor, surprised at hearing
a note which was not in the score.  The note
was sounded again and again.

¢ What are you playing 2** he asked, atlast.

¢ I am blaying vat is on ze paper,” said the
comet-player. ‘I blay vat is before me.”

‘¢ Let me bave a look,"”

The part was handed to the conductor.

¢ Why, you idiot,” he roared, ‘ can’t you
see that this is a dead fly?2 "

« T don't care,” was the answer; ‘“ he was
there, and I blayed him,”
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THAT 18 THE STRONG CHARACTERISTIC OF THE

AMERICAN FIELD AND HOGC FENCE.

Onco woll strotched it stays in placo and holds its shape. Cannot bo broken b,
Cannot rust, becauso of tho heavy galvanizing, Mado
Sold by our agenty ovoryswbere. If you can't flud awv agent ju your

AMERICAN STEEL & WIRE CO., Chicago or New York.
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ALEXANDRA = MELOTTE
CREAM
SEPARATORS

Have met with universal success at the leading Fall
Exhibitions, beating all competitors. Several special awards
have been given to the *MELOTTE ” as being the most
efficient{and easiest running separator on the market.
only ask you to give the ** Melotte” a trial.

For full particulars apply to
R. A. LISTER & CO.,

579 & 681 8t. Paul 8t.,, MONTREAL, QUE.
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Limited

ON FREE TRIAL

Address
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The
Westminster

CANADA’S IDEAL
HOME PAFER. . .

N a period of less than four years The Westminster bas
reached & circulation unprecedented in the bistory of
newspaper making in Canada.

To thousands it is known as the representative paper ot
the great Presbyterian Chaorch in Canada, with its 700,000
members, reflecting their best intelligence and strength.

Pirst published as a monthly, The Westminster aickly
won favoy, Rather more tban two years ago The ¢
Pretbyterian, published for 27 years, was merged with The
Westminster, and the latter became a weekly, at the same
time retaining its special magazine number, bearing date of
the first lssue of each month. But the stronghold of The
Westminster is the fact that it is an ideal home paper bring-
ing light, cheer, hope: and happiness iato the home circle—a
paper for every member of the (amily of whatever religion,
read by all with delight and profis. 1
columns of The Westminster that those wonderful serial
storles of Ralpb Connor's, ** Black Rock,” and the ** Sky
Pilot,” first appeared, besides other notable serials.

Published every week, $2 & year in advance. The
remainder of this year FREE to ncw subscribers.

The Westminster Co., ...
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