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It is that property of the noun which depends upon its relation to
other words. -Chandler, p. 14,

Tt is that modification -f nouns and prununs iidicated by their
relation to other words. -Clark's Normi, p. 85.

It in that modification which distinguishes the rulation of nouns
and pronouns to other words. - Brunn, p. 52, Burtt, p. 75.

By the 'se of a noun is neant the relation in which it stands tu
other words, and to the sentence. - Bultwuud, p. 101.

It is that property of îuuniand pronLouns vhich shvwsli hw they
are used in the construction of sentu.es. -Kerl's Common School,
p. 95.

The simple word and suflix are tuguther called a case.-Swinton,
p. 34.

It is the cundition of a noiun %i. c., relation to other words).-
Clark's Begin., p. 74.

The case of a noun or pronoun dependa upon its relation to other
words. -Vickroy (1870), p. 69.

Case ias Jom, not rdation ; nevertheless, the form is determined
by the relation.-Vickroy, 2d Circle, p. 48 (1881).

Case denotes the relation of a noua or pronoun to other words.
-Greene, p. 53; Wells, p. 47. (1865).

Case is relation, etc.-Wells, p. 42 (1880).
It is that property which distmguishes the relation of nouns and

pronuns tu other words in a sentence.--Quackenbos, p. 51.
It is a distinction based on the relation, otc.-Rerl's Shorter

Course, p. 85.
It signifies the relation which nouns have to other words.-But

ler, p. 28.
It means the different state, situation, or position nouns have in

relation to othet words.-Kirkham, p. 41.
It denotes the relation which a noun sustains te other words in

the sentence, expressed sumetimes by its termination and sometimes
by its position. -Fowler, p. 26.

Cases are forma of wurds used on account of the relations the
words hold to otier words.-Hinds' Topics, p. 43.

In some languages the form of nouns and pronouns determines
their case. Not so in English. Al nouns have the saie formas.
Clark's Begin. p. 76.

Case is a mode of inflection used te show the relation.of a word
te another word.-Colegrove, p. 84.

I deem the essential qualities of case in English te consist, net in
the changes and inflections produced on nouas and pronouns, but
in the offices which they perform in a.sentence, by assuming different
positions in regard to other words. In accordance with this defi-
nition these cases can be easily explained on reasoning principles
founded in the nature of things.-Kirkham, p. 41.

Case [is] the form of substances in English, by which their rela.
tiens to the other parts of the sentence are indicated.-Webster's
Dictionary.

The use which is made of a noun or the office which a noun has
in the construction of a sentence, is cdled the case of a noua.-
Cruttenden, p. 157.

Case is a rhetorical attribute, which the noun derives from its use
or office in the sentence.-Cruttenden, p. 200.

It is a change in the termination or sitaation of nouns.-Long,
p. 12.

In the Latin, Greek, German and many uther languages, the cases
of nouns are determined by thoir terninations. But, as English
nouns have ne inflections, except te form adjuncts, the cases are
detei-mined only by the offices of nouns in sentences. -Clarks Nor-
mal, p. 85.

Case mean little more than use in cunnection with uther words.
Abbott,'How to Parse, p. 29.

Tho word case proporly ncans ending, and was introducod into
Qur languago fron a languago in which different relations*are indi.
catud by different endmgs. Ther isn ne neccssity tor retaining it
Nvheu speaking of nouis.

Those who use the naine of case for the relations call the subect
the nommnative case; the object-of a verb, or the subsequent of a
proposition, the objective case ; and a noun in the possessive rela-
tion, the possessive case, calling all other relations the independent
case. But it is better te drap the terni "case" in analyzing, and te
speak of a noun as subject, object, subsequent, possessive, or as ab-
solute, that is witliout granmatical relation. -Boltwood, p. 101.

Now, froin the foregcing quotations, we sec that thero er i ts
anong our grammarians a very great diversity of opinion as to wlaat
case in English in. Somae tell us tliat case is "relation;" me ,
that it is a "property that denotes relation;" some, a "property
that depends upon relation ;" some a "modification indicated by re-
lation ;" soine, a "modification which distingidshes relation ;" some,
a distinction based upon relation;" soma that it is "state or con-
dition ;" sone tha it isl "forn :" some that it is "ending ;" soine
that it is the "use or ofûice-work" of a noun or pronoun ; some,
that it is " a rhetorical attributo" vhich the noun derives from its
"use or office.worlc ;" soane that it is "position or situation;" and
some " that tiere is no necessity of retaining it, because the Eng-
lish noun is without grammatical relation !"

Says Mr. Kirkhan: "I think that fivo grains of common ense
will enable any one te cbnpelhend what is meant by case. Its real
character is extremely simple ; but in the different grahmunars it as-
sumes as many meanings as Proteus had shapes. The mest that
has been written on it, however, is mere verbiage. What,.thon ii
meant by case ? . . . It is position or situation. This clear."

Surely amid such a variety of viands, the grammatical epicure
ought to be able to find something that will satisfy his palate !

Now, the foregoing different views, as wel] as severml miner
shades.of opinion, are offered us by as many different authorities.
If we adopt any one of theam we shall be at variance with many of
the others, whilo if we adopt the view of one particular authority-
Mfr. Boltwood--we shall throw case out of English graimar entire.
ly. "When doctors differ," etc.

If we now examine some of these authors soparately, wo shall sec
hoiw consistent each grammarian is with himself.

Harvey says: " Case is the relation of a noun or pronoun to other
words." Ho also says, " The Absolute case is the use of a'noun in-
dependent of any-governing word."

Now, how ean a noun that is used independently be said to sus.
tain any grammatical.relation te any other word? Or, if it posses.
ses any relation, must it net be an independent relation? And
what kind of a relation is an independent relation? What kind of
a dependence is an independent dependence ? Again, if case is the
relation.of a noun to sone other word, would it net follow that a
noun which has no such relation can have no case? And why dos
it net follow thatMr. Harvey's " Absolute" case is, according te his
own definition,-no case et aU? It soms to us rather a diicdt case!
Moreover, on pp. 32and 108, ho gives us the "Objective case
without a governing word.

Now tho noun in each of theso conditions-" absolute" and "ob.
jocfive"-is employed only to namo objecta, and in each instance, is
used - without a govenng word." What thon, in these instances,
is the radical difference bctween Mr. Harvoy's " objective" and his
"absolute" case? Both are wthout government, and, therefore,
independont. We night present our argument thus:

It takes relation te malco case.
Nouns independent of government have no relation'
Ergo, -Nouns indepcndcnt of government have no case.


