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Canning's fanous parndy "Praise Lepasix ; " and ho askod whelther monts, his hurried calls te plead, the exponse of copies of the intor-
the authors, be thoy in tho Cabinet or any othor place, would also mations against himîî; and, as Mr. Justice with perfect gentlenoss,
be found out and visitod with the penalties of the law. This hint but vith his cold fornality, nterruptod hunt, the timiid man, who
to the obscure publisher againist whmn these ex-oflicio informations all thouglht would have nunbled forth a hasty defonce, grow bolder
had been filed for blasphonous and soditions parodio, ias offect- and bolder, aitd in a short timle lad possession of his audience as if
ually worked out by him in the solitude 'f his prison, and in the ho woro " somoe well-graced actor," who was thuro to receive the
poor dwelling whero he had surrnunded himsolf, as ho had donc tributo of popular admiration. They woro not te inquiro whether
from his earliest years, with a collection of odd and curious books. he were a menibar of the Eitabhshod Churchi or a dissontor ; it
From these he lad gathered an abundanco of knowledge that was was enough that he professed hunsolf a Christian, andi he would bo
destined to perplex the technical acquironients of the attorney bold to say that ho made that profession wvitht a reverenco for the
genoral, to whonm the sword and buckler of his precedents would b doctrines of Christianity, which could not be excoedud by any per-
wholly uselcss, and te change the determination of the boldest son in that court. Ho had lits books about him, and it was froin
judge in the land te convict at any rato, into the prostration of them that ho must draw his defence. Thiey had boon the solaco of
helpless despair. his life. Ho was tue nuch attachud te thon te part from them.

Altogother the threo trials of William Hone, are amnorg the nost As to parodies, they wore as old at least as the invontion of prnt-
remarkable in our constitutional history. Thoy produced more ing, and he never heard of ia prosecution for parody, either religious
distinct effects upon the tenper of the country than any public or any other. There were two kinds of parodies : one in which a
proceedings of that tite Thoy faught the government a lesson mian night convoy ludicrous or ridiculous idoas rolativo to sono
which bas never been forgotten, and te which, as much as te any other subject , the other whore it was umeat te ridicule the thing
other causo, they owo the prodigious inprovenent as te the law of parodied. This latter was not the case here, and thoroforo ho had
libel itself, and the use of the law in our own d4y, an improvenent net brouglit religion into conttemnpt. Tins was the gist of William
which leaves what is dangerous in the press to bu corrected by the Hone's defence. To show how fully this argument was worked-
reinedial power if the press itsolf ; and which, instead of lnmentinig withi what readiness, what coolness, what courago-would be to
over the newly acquired ability of the i isses te read seditious and transcribe the trials of three days; on the first of whicl the defond-
irreligiotus works, depends upon the general diffusion of this ability ant spoko six huurs, on the second seven hours, and on the third
as the surest corrective of the evils that are incident oven te the eight hour. Tt was in vain that tho attorney-genral urged that
best gift of heaven, that of knovlelge. te bring forwçard any previous parody, was the saime thing as if a

On the norning of the 18th of Decebiner thero is a considerablo person clarged witlh obscenity should produce obscene volumeins in
crowd around the avenues of Guildhall. An obscure bookseller, a his defence. It was im vain that Mr. Justice Abbott repeated his
mn of no substance or respectability in worldly eyes, is to be tried wish that the efendant would net read such thiings. On he wont,
for libel. He vends his wares in a little shop in the old Bailey, till interruption wvas hold to bu in vain. It was worso than vain, i t
ilere there are stranely inigled, two-pîinny political pîmphlets ras iunjust. Truly did Husio reply tu Mr. Justice Abbott, " My
and old harnless folios that the poor publisier keeps for his es- lord, your lordship's observation is in the very spirit of what Popo
pecial readingas lie sits in his dinugy back parler. The doorkeepers Leo the Tenti said to Martin Lutlior. For God's sako don't say a
and officers of the court scarcely know wliat is going te happen ; for word about the indulgences and monsteries, and l'Il givo you a
the table within the bar has not the isual covering of crimnson bags, living-thus prccluding hin from nentiontig the very thing in
but ever and anon a shabby boy arrives with an arimful of books of dispute. I musi go on with these parodies or I cannot go on witl,
all ages and size.1, and the whole table is strewed with dusty and ny defence." Undauntedly he went on, froin the current litera.
tattered volunes that the ushers are quite sure have no law within ture of the time stich as grave lawyers read in thoir few heurs of
their nouldy covers. A middle-aged man, a bland and sniliig recreation, to the forgotten volumes of .>ld theology and polenical
mai with a half sad, half nierry twinkle in his eye-a seedy uan, to controversy, t hat the said grave lawyers of modern days are ne-
use an expressive word, whose coat is wondrous brown and thread- custoied to regard as uselesslumber. The editor of "Blackwood's
bare-takes his place at the table, and bgi.ns te turn over the books Magazine," was a parodist-e parodied a chapter of Ezekiol ;
which were his heralds. Sir Samuel Shopherd, the attorney- Martin Luther iwas a parodist-ho parodied the first Psalm11 ; Bishop
general, tales his se:t, and looks conpassionately, as was his natura Latiier was a parodist and so was Dr. Boys, Deanî of Canterbury ;
te do, at the pale muan ln threadbare black. Mr. Justice Abbott the author of the " Rolliad " was a parodist and so was Mr. Can-
arrives in due time, a special jury is sworn, the pleadings are open_ ning. Passage after passage did Mr. Houe road fron author after
cd, and the attorniey-general statos the case against William Hon0 author. He thoughît it was pretty clear that Martmn Luther did
for printing and publishing an impious and profane libel upon th e net mean to ridicule the Psalmus; that Dr. Boys did net iiean te
Catechismn, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandnents ; ridicule the Lord's Prayer ; that Mr. Canning did net mean te rid-
thereby bringing into conteipt the Christian religion. " t may icule the Scriptures. Why thon should it b presumed that ho had
b said," argued the attorney-general, " that the defendant's object any such iiitention ? As soon as le found that his parodies had
was net te produce this effect. I believe that le meant it, in one been deemed offensive, he had suppressed them, and that bo lad
sense as a political squib ; but bis responsibility is net the less.', dono long before his prosecution. It was in vain that the attorney-
As the attorney-general proceeded te read passages fron the Cate. general replied that Martin Luther was a libeller, and Dr. Boys
chisnm the crowd in court laughed, the bench was indignant, and was a libeller. The judge charged the jury in vain. Wlliam Hone
the attorney-general said the laugh was the fullest proof of the was acquitted aifter a quarter of an hour's deliberation.
baneful effect of the defendant's publication. And se the trial wont But " Guildhall saw another sight." Withi the next morning's
on in the smoothest way, and the case for the prosecution was fog the lord chief justice rose from lis bed onfecbled by iliiesa
closed. Then the pale man in black rose, and, with a faltering but undiminishied in the enîergy of his talent. Ho huad been deeply
voice, set forth the difliculty in addressing the court, and hoiw his mortified by the acquittai of Watson for high treaaon. He was iiow

poverty prevented him fron obtaiiiiiigcouiisel. And now hi began resolved that the libeller should net go unpunished. " He sworu,'
te wrarm lin the recital of what lie thoughut his wrongs, his conuntit- says Lord C.aipbell, " that at whatever cost lie would preside in


