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tatives of the lcading denomiînation!.
To-day wc wclcone those whosc pre
sence in our Convocation givcs the
assurance that this exception is no
longer to exist. To the represcnta-
tivcs of Victoria Collegc, accordingly,
we tender to.day our cordial fratcrnal
grcetings. We are preparcd to wel-
coie the transfer of Victoria Collegc
to Toronto with as full an equipnient
in the faculty of Arts as cxpericncc
shall provc to bc desirable. Wc have
no wishi to hamper them in thicir de-
sire to exeIcise cvcry function of an
independent affiliated college, in the
same way as is already fully accorded
to Woodstock and St. Michacl's Col-
lcecs. We only nced the completion
of this union in the samc spirit as has
characterized previous steps, to pe-
sent to the younger provinces of
Canada, and to the world at large, a
national university system of which
Ontario may well be proud. Whether,
henceforth, the teaching staff main-
tained by national endowment be
designated a university or a college
professoriate, the entire compass of
its instruction must be equally acces-
sible to ail who are willing to avail
themselves of it ; and the interests of
the whole peo,,le require that it shall
be sustained in thorough efficiency in
every department of a liberal educa-
tion. There are no such things as
denominational diversities in classics
or mathematics, in the modern lan-
guages or the natural sciences. Now
as heretofore, this institution-under
whatever name-must be able to place
the highest educational advantages
wtthin reach of ail, whether as stu-
dents or instructors, without distinc-
tion of party, race or creed. But
along with this the religious convic-
tions of a Christian people receive
their just recognition, in the part as-
signed to the representatives of de-
nominational colleges in the Univer-
sity Senate. Questions of creed or
church government, on which they

differ, can play no part in our delibera-
tions. But we arc at one in recog-
nizing that without moral culture men.
tal breadth is unattainable, and intel
lectual acquirencnts are of little avail.
Still more, wc unitc in the conviction
that the one standard of moral excel-
lencc worth aiming at is that which
we owe to the Grcat Tcacher, even
Christ. These are no novel features
in the system of national cducation
which this collcgc represents ; nor lias
it failed to comnmend itsclf to the
people of Canada. It lias already
stood the test of time sufficiently to
prove that it is no failure. The sons
of our first graduates have followed
their father's steps. I have witnessed
the best of aIl evidence of practical
approval of the work donc in this
college, by seeing two generations, in
ever increasing numbers, enter and
proceed to thcir degree. In that
period we have advanced in ail ways,
in healthful progress and in increas-
ing efficiency. We have been met
with bitter opposition, and assailed in
forms best calculated to enlist the
blind forces of unreasoning prejudice
against us. Yet to-day we welcome
the largest number of new entrants
ever admitted to this college; while
our influence has been owned in the
elevation of the whole standard of
higher education, not in this Province
only, but throughout the Dominion;
and while we have resolutely main-
tained its strictly national and unsec-
tarian system, we rejoice to find it
more than ever recognized as one in
which the largest and most influential
bodies of Christians can heartily co-
operate. To visitors from other prov-
inces and from foreign lands, I am
accustomed to point with pride to the
affiliated colleges and theological
schools of different denominations
th-at surround the university park ;
and I shall look with no less cordial
feelings on the stately building which
the friends of Victoria College pro-
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