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depredations. 'Tlie aphis or " fly is the most co:a-
mon and destructive forn of bliglit.

"We cannot (says Howitt) boast of our vine-
yards; but we question whether Italy itself can
show a more beautiful and picturesque scene than
an English hop-garden in pickinz-tirne. The hops,
which have luxuriantly clinbed to the very tops
of the pole, having on all sides their hcavy heads
of scaly flowers in festoons and garlands, and the
groups of pickers, sented in the open air beneath
the clear lustre of an autunnal sky..-age in its
contentment, and youth in its joy,-and the boys
and girls, which carry to them the poles, covered
with ail Ileir nodding honours, mnay match, for
objects of interest, the light foris and dark eyes of
Italy." Tusser, who wrote in 1557, gives, in his
Five Hundrelth Poyntes of Good Husbandrie, the
following rules for the choice of a

110P GROUND.

"When fansie persuadetht, anong othor crops,
To have for his spot ding suffirient of lops,
Most willingly follow of choices to eloose,
Su ch essons approved as skilful do use.

"«round gravellie, sandie, and nix'd with claie,
ls naughîtie for hopq, and nianer of waie ;
Or if it be mingled with rubbisi and stone,
For drieness and barrennes let italone.

Choose soile for the hop of the rottonest miouild,
Well donged and wronght as a garden-plot should;

Not far fron the water, but not overflown;
This lesson well noted is meete to be known.

"The sun in hlie south, or else southlie and west,
Is well to flie hop, as a welconmed guest ;
flt vind in tie nortih, or else northerlie east,
To the hop is as ill as a fraie in a feast. 1

" Meet plot for a hop-ground, once formed as is told,
3Make tliereof account as ofjewel of golt ;
Now dig it and leave it, the sonne for to burn,
And afterwards fence it to serve for tiat turne.

"The hop, for his profit, I thus do exalt,
It strengtlencth drink, and it favoureth malt
And being well brewed, long kept it will last,
And drawing abide, if ye drawe nlot too fast.

li.

BRANCH SOCIETIES.

[To William 4fcDougall, Esq

Sit,- I perceive in the ast n!mber of the ./igri.
culturist, a letter to you from the Ingersoll Branch
Society together with your answer ; and as I do not
vish, as a Dir ector of the County of Oxford A gri.

cultu al Society, to let the management of that So

ciety he undler the cloud that letter casts upon it,
will trouble you with a few lines to put the
matter in its riglit shape.

That letter was written to ask your advice on a
particular point of law, and all collateral circum-
stances were laid aside, together with some neccssary
parts, in coining to the point, a circumstance which I
am sure the writer of it wiil, in) a cooler moment,
himself regret. The new act baving been passed
late in 1852, it could only corne into operation
after the annual meetings of 1853. (1.) In
the year 1854, our Secretary refused to
take the atfi-livit at the end of the act, as far
as it concerned the Ingersoll Socieiy, as it was not a
township Society, nor one formed from a combina-
tion of townships, but took members from every
part of the couuty, [2.1 Now, the affidavit only
protides for country and township societies ;
and if any one having read the affidavit, inspects the
act, he will see that the Brancli societies aie in-
variably so mentioned in conjunction with the town-
ship societies that one is irresistibly led to couelude
that the townsbip societies, or those composed of a
coibiration of townships, are the only legal brauch-
es r3.] This'matter was brought up and fully can-
vassed at the annual meeting of 1854, and the Inger-
sali Society were requested to change their name, so
that our Secretary might be able conscientiously to
include that Society in his affidavit. Whether at the
time theyrefused to do it, or neglected to answer the
letter, I forget ; I believe it was the latter. A reso-
lution, however, was passed, that the report of that
society should be forwarded to the Board of Agri-
ulture, together with the others, stating the peculiar
nature of the case. This was doue and their mony
paid #,ver to lhen, but they promised to forward to
the Boa: d the names of the towuships of which their
society was composed. This they now say, was doue
w thout the authority of the Board, and they refuse
to recognize it, though tit rdoes seem singular
that any member of the Direction should have
taken such a step without the orders of bis fel-
low <fficers. This year they repeated the proceedings
of the previous one, and again tht ir report was for-
warded, as befo:e, to the Board; (you will recollect
that it was stated we refu-ed to receive their re-
ports, so as (o keep them out of their share of the
publie grant;) and the answer of the Board was, that
unless they changed their name, so as to bring them-
selves withii the bounds of the statute, their portion
of the publio money would be withheld. (4.) You
will perceive th4t it was the Board of Agriculture
that in tle first year requested thein to change their
name. and in the second threatened to withold the
grant in case of a refusal to do so. The matter of a
name may scem trifling enough, as indeed it did to,
all of us ; but as we bave to act under the leading


