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keep one hundred hens in his barn, and allow
them free liberty Lo trample over his hay-mow,
set where they please, and lay where they please
—and get fewer egas than one who hus a depart-
aient especially for his fowls, and keeps but
half as many, and furnishes them with corn,
lime, water and geavel, and who takes care
that his hens are not disturbed about their nests,
¢Three chalk eggs in o nest are better than
asingle egr. Large cggs please them. Pul-
lets will commence laying earlier in life when
uests and egxss are plenty, and other hens are
cuckling aronnd them. A dozen fowls, shut up
away from the means of obtaining other food,
will require something more than a quart of
Indian corn a aay. I think fifteen bushels a
year a fair provision for them; but more or
less, let them always have cnough by them—
and after they have become habituated to find-
ing enough at all times, they take but a few
kernels at a time, except just before retiring to
roost, when they will fill their crops. But just
80 sure as their provision comes to them scantily
80 surcly will they raven and gorge themselves
to the last extremity and will stop laying. One
dozen fowls, properly tended, will furnish a
family with more than 2,000 egas per year, and
100 full grown chickens. T'he expense of feeding
the dozen fowls will not amount to eighteen
bushels of Indian corn. They may be kept as
well in cities as in the country, and will do as
well shut up the year round as to run at lerge—
end a grated room well lighted, ten by five feet,
or larger if you car afford the space, partitioned
off from the stable or other outhouse, may be
used as a hen-house  Tn the spring, (the proper
geason) five or six hens will hateh at the same
time, and the 50 or GO chickens give to one hen.
Two hens will take good care of one hundred
chickens, u-til they are able to climb their litile
stick rosts. They should then be separated
from the hens entirely. They will wander less,
and do better, away from the parent fowls.—
Chickens put in the garden will eat up the May
bugs and other destructive insects; but for my
own pait T much prefer four or five good sized
toads; for they are not particular about their
food, but will snap up ants and bugs of any
kind, and will not, if a good chance offers, refuge
the honey bees, but will down them in a hurry.
Ta case of confining fowls in suramer, it should
be remembered that a ground floor is highly
necessary, where they can wallow in the dirt,
for they like it as will as the hog likes muck.”

i)ctcrinary.

The Progress of Veterinary Seience,

The following i3 a Lrief report of the intro-
dpetory lecture, delivered by Mr. Andrew Smith,
Veterinary Surgeon to the Board of Agriculture-

at the ccmmencement of his course of
on Veterinary Science the present winter:

In commencing & course of study ag
systematiu enquiry into the de_tm‘ls of apw
si00,it is desirable and interesting to kuowy
tle of the carly history of such professio,
I will, therefore, first endeavor to giveagd
outline of the progress of the Vetermnary!
During the last century, the study of thedix
of the lower animals may be said to havely
in o somewhat scientific manner, al(hough
find, previous to that time, even befor
Chuistian era, that celebrated and eminet
practised both human and veterinary mede
Hippocrates, the most eminent physicianafe
times, wrote an elaborate work on the lx
and practised the healing art indiscriminatd)
both man and beast, During the 17th ezt
numerot s treatises on the Jower animd-
their di.eases were brought before the pulii
number of them were but of little valw’
all tended to direct attention to the di
of these animals.

In 1761, the first public school for thetr
ing of the Veterinary art was establisd
Lyons, under the patronage of the Fren!
vernment, which institution had for prv
the celebrated Bourgelat, well known t
Medical profession by his writings on Ay
and Medicine. A regular course of Veier
Medicine was there taught, under whichst
acquired an acquaintance with the variosf:
of disease, and the action of Medicines a
mestic ammals. A few years later was &
lished the present school at Alfort, neatP.
which s still supported by the Governmezgx
of course i3 in a most flourishing cord!
Subsequently, schools were established ink
sia, Germany, Austria, London, &c.

About the year 1780, St. Bel, a Freak
came to London, and made proposals b,
lectures on Veterinary Medicine ; hower,
propositions did not meet with suceess &
returned to France. Two years aftervard
Bel made a second attempt to found a st
London, and this time he was taken nofx
by the Agricultural Society of Odeham, .
institution was fonnded, called the Veka
College of London, of which St. Bel wx}
cipal and Mr. Blain assistant. Howew
Bel was not spared to see the fruit of hish
brought to maturity, being suddenly cat¢
the midst of his usefuluess. After St:
death, it was necessary to appoint 8 pes
fill the vacant chair. Mr Clarke, of EdmLto
the King’s Farrier for Scotland, was &5
come forward as a candidate, but declind”
Morecroft, an eminent practitioner of I
who bad written a ireatise on Lameness#
Horse, and who also had studied the ¥
Profession, and afterwards Jearnt the Veli-
Science in France, was next brought i
and also Mr. Coleman, who had somevtd
tinguished himself by some experiments®



