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him'. His mission was, in the words of Vansittart, the

Chancellor of the Exehequer, who was the spokesmaýn Of

the Government on this occasion, 'to retaliate upon the

Americans for the outrages which they had comxnitted 01

the frontiers,' and with this obj ect in view he and his trooPs

came to the rendezvous in Chesapeake bay.
An attack on Washington had no doubt been coritem'

plated, should opportunity arise; but, from R055's OwnI

dispatch, written after the event, it appears that the first

obj ect of his advance up the Patuxent river was to Co'

operate with Cockburn in destroying BarneY'es flotilla.

Immediately after the troops arrived, the fleet moved jitO

the mouth of the Patuxent, and here, on Atlgust j[Si

Adimirai Admirai Cochrane addressed a letter to MOnre," '

raOe's American Secretary of State, informing himr that, having

letter to been called upon by the Governor-General of the Cana-
Monroe. das to retaliate against the inhabitants of the jjnited

States ' for the wanton destruction committed by their

army in Upper Canada, it has become imperiouslY n'y

duty, conformably with the nature of the GoveIeor'

General's application, to issue to the naval force under InY

command an order to destroy and lay waste such towfli

and districts upon the coast as may be found assailable'

This notice, the wholesale terms of which were with reasofl

subjected to subsequent criticism, had been called ford'

by more than one appeal f rom. the Goverflor-General

Prevost had written in june after the raiding of pr

Dover, and in july after the burning of St. David'se anid

had referred to the conduct of the Americans in these anld

similar cases, 'as calling loudly for a severe retributiO'

which I trust, when opportunities offer, you will not fai" to

inflict.' Prevost's character, and the policy which he l'ad

pursued throughout the war of neglecting no Occasionl to

conciliate rather than to provoke the enemies Of Canada,

lent strength to his protests, and the British leaders bad

now both the force and the opportunity, rightly or WrongîY'

to ekact retribution.
The city of Washington lies ini the forks of the PotOlnaC


