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him’. His mission was, in the words of Vansittart, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who was the spokesmarn O
the Government on this occasion, ‘to retaliate upon the
Americans for the outrages which they had committed 08
the frontiers,” and with this object in view he and his troop®
came to the rendezvous in Chesapeake bay.

An attack on Washington had no doubt been contem”
plated, should opportunity arise; but, from Ross’s OWI;
dispatch, written after the event, it appears that the firs
object of his advance up the Patuxent river was to ¢0”
operate with Cockburn in destroying Barney’s ﬂo",ﬂla'
Immediately after the troops arrived, the fleet moved int¢
the mouth of the Patuxent, and here, on August I
Admiral Cochrane addressed a letter to Monro% ?he
American Secretary of State, informing him that, having
been called upon by the Governor-General of the Cand’
das to retaliate against the inhabitants of the Unite
States * for the wanton destruction committed by their
army in Upper Canada, it has become imperiously my
duty, conformably with the nature of the Governo
General’s application, to issue to the naval force under m}g
command an order to destroy and lay waste such tow?)
and districts upon the coast as may be found assallableI;
This notice, the wholesale terms of which were with reas(:h
subjected to subsequent criticism, had been called forl
by more than one appeal from the Governor-Gener !
Prevost had written in June after the raiding of Por
Dover, and in July after the burning of St. David’s, 27
had referred to the conduct of the Americans in thes® a.nn
similar cases, ‘as calling loudly for a severe retributi

inflict.” Prevost’s character, and the policy which
pursued throughout the war of neglecting no 0cca
conciliate rather than to provoke the enemies of Can
lent strength to his protests, and the British leaders B
now both the force and the opportunity, rightly or WT ong!y’
to exact retribution.
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