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Though the Natives of the vanWCountries around Htdfon'r-
Bay, with whom the Traffick -of the Company is carried on,
are 1ill ini that State of natural Ignorance, which People
more informed, have arrogantly prefumed to call favage,
Heaven has not denied them the Knowledge neceffary for
the few Purpofes of their narrow Sphere of Life. They were
not long engaged in this Traffick, therefore, before they
difcovered fome of the grofs Impofitions praaifed upon then,
though they could not po.fibly form even a Conception of
the whole.

I have obferved to your Lordfhip, that the Commerce-of
the Hudfon's-By Company confifns in bartering fome of our
Manufa&ures and Coninodities, the cheapeft and -worfl of
their Kinds, with the Natives, for their Furs. The firft Thing,
Vhich 'Reafon would fuggeft to be done in fuch a Traffick,

by thofe, who had the Lead in it, muft be to fix the Rates of
the feveral Articles to be brought by them for Barter, at fuch a
Standard, as fhould obviate their being ever under a Neceffity
of altering it, and thereby raifing a- Sufpicion of Injuffice
in the others, who being neither able to judge of thefe Terms,
nor of the accidental Circumftances, which might at particular
Times make an Alteration in them neceffary, were they ftruck
with exaanefs, eould certainly take Offence at fuch Alteration,
though they could not avoid fubmitting to the firft Eflablifh-
ment, in the making of which I have not prefumed to men-
tion the leafi Regard to Juflice.

But inftead of this, a new Standard is arbitrarily impofed
by the Company every Seafon, not on Pretence even of any

Alteration


