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f| «Premier Asquith on the Government Policy XJ

M
N London, some fpW days ago, the that lay before him, fbr no one stood more in . died unshaken in the soundness of that faith The resolution which he had been called upon lution, ife something more than an immédiat J

EEsHSmIE ESSElEBB-lEyEHSHthe House.of Commons’began to were now- assembled, 143 members of, the party perhaps best that Sir Hcnrv shhitM;liave fer8id to his powers as:a debater. They knew for,many reasons and in many ways the object^
assemble at u o'clock, and "speed- met lnyery difficult times. Two men of great ggJgS He *e great gifts Of Cogent arguttient,-of forcible, of growing trust and affection, he was in a jlre-
ily filled'tip ^lPthe available space eminence.- had just laid‘down the task of leâd- i.; , ny- , , % \ . m , " concise, and eloquent speech with which he eminent degree in our party a cementing and 1
in the library Notwithstanding mg ^iberal party. There was much search- . and. the umv^tol te^tm9ny..of ^ eniowed. ?t was not always, as some of unifying fo?ce. (CheL.) Gcntllmei I do
the Wet . weather, there was a »«g oi k«rts. «fere were many, doubts and had left behind a^ajne.and tfein Unfortunately, knew, that1 . an eloquent not know that we could pay a more significant

crowd of onlookers who. watched the arrival 0f fears, and there was some, criticism on. that reear4 ^ ^ speaker was concise (laughter)^ and . he (Mr. or a justef tribute to Sir Henry Campbqll-Ban-
the prime minister and his colleagues. occasion, . fie had looked, over a precious pile S cnt Üe^^jm ^lj«id ^ place among Burt) wâs nof surevthat .an eloquent speaker nerman than to say that he has, made the place

There was great enthusiasm when Mr. As- of confidential letters received during ten iiS'alwa^ tried to k' Mr As- if not impossible, at least difficult for * M
quith appearedf accompanied by Sir Edward' af ^er thff couE Y$h«rf? 4 destmies of ?uith was richly endowed wig the pfts of Cessor-to fill. But, apart from all pelSSI
Grey. The speaking began five minutes after yntt^n two days before that meeting of theirs y - V ; . x leadership. Nature had been kind to him. He matters, there are other conditions which w-
the appointed time—at 25 minutes to 12-—and m hebr^ary, 1899, Sir Heniy reviewed the Sir Bramptoh Gur^pn moved:—“That this was not an untried man; he had gone through cannot leave out of sight. I set very . little
the meeting, which was harmonious through- v'*°!e circumstances of the time, and gave his meeting of representatives^ the Liberal party the storm of adversity without swerving, and store j,y two or three electoral rebuffs which
out, closed at a quarter to I. opinion freely of meh and things add then he in parliament and ttiw^ouhtry most warmly he (Mr/Burt) associated himself with all that we have sustained in the country during the

In c£echi2™tickingai^ide>$’ fégjfe ti^TthinWÎam^hî STÏyiTg4 tlïaîTtl'”
ner «ud bttk .C'cfiâmcteriàtic phrase) ‘4b make me .'aécé# a:: :. bite, .and-consummate nfasfery of all the habit and soÆànkrvpt .in intellect and ability that 'a alt tllu
to the day early, m ^when m that club pqSt wtienTt comes, as this does straight tp, me, ‘and practice of public business are destine* to Life#' gemment cotild not 1 be formed. 1 k, yca“1
they, .the Ether#mem^WS;0f .the Bouse of a? a duty/’. (Chters.) He took up that-duty carry triumphantly forward the good causes-to Wril/Mré hijiiself did not always appreciate thp1^ ^ P°""
Commons, met to elect a. leader, t There wis in th$t spirit; and they knew bow well he ful- which the: Liberal party (is committed, and. the pity, and when it cime from political oppon- J '/lî f, S c VX"

A . S111 filled iL Within a few short months of that solid principles which it-exists to apply and ents it was sometimes hardly distinguishable S*P»09 of the fiction of ifidp, when they were
dermambut a^turd^Ridlcaî1 (hèar, heS) i Snuan^of^ ■' Ihüy néS n^^Sud h^waSkpSS"'2 m^rk

and he hoped he might without egotism say associated for two years with the words “South steadfast, and zealous support in the many insult the Conservative party, if be was cap- one end of the land to the other. (Hear, hear. 1
that day that the presence imthat chair of an- Africa.” They knew what that storm was in stout battles fo^ttie coif^oh good that now, able of insulti g it, by recapitulating- the pity But gentlemen when I say that we have
other sturdy Radical meant something at any the political arena. They knew of its vast con, as always, confront the Liberal army and its expressed on former occasion for. them as- reached, as I think 1 may,say, a critical time
rate. Since that day m February, 1899, he, m sequences. In July, 1901, Sir Henry called .leaders.” Sir Brampton Gurdon remarked Liberals. He felt thoroughly confident, like m the fortunes of our party, I refer not to the
common with the vast majority of the party, them together in that same room, and he re- that within the last feiy' days he had been read- the previous speaker, that they had never electoral, but to the parliamentary,* tuation.
had been in absolute sympathy with Sir Henry membered well the words used on that oc- ing the life of John De^ne, and had been re- known so strong and coherent a Liberal party. It is true that during the last two and a half
Campbell-Bannerman in all his public actions, casion. They never went back upon (hem. In minded that the Liberal party had been at a They got a big majority at the last général years we have added to the statute book a
They had that day a resolution to record, and 1901-2-3-4 and 5 they knew how Sir: Henry loss in the choice of a leader and torn by fac- election, and it had not been much diminished number, unexampled in the same time, of usc-
he did not need to say one word torecommend fought. They knew how he displayed those tions, But today, foBtunately, they were in no since. (Heaf, hear.) True they had lost two ful and beneficent measures, and that in tho
that resolution to the ncrtr« df.. his. fellow- matchless qualities, so .splendidly . or three seats, hut there'Was nothing sphere of Administration-1 believe, without
members. Before he passed on to the second portrayed by Mr. Asquith V They fÉi, n . ..1——«im.'i ifl that fact to,discourage them or to unp^e peïf-cpmplàoehcy, we may claim com-
resolution might he t«Sl them-how, ^eith ^oe- the sincerity and earnestness of «tlië ] rfyaBBBaMBBMÉ—li—IMfaaamaaBeaas^ Iw L, make them despondent. The chief parison both1 for activity and Twill add, ivenl
culiar. and a ;sad pleasure, he found a few speaker and the truth of what he was . . 1 thing that was required'.in'the. coqn- for, prudence,, with any of our. predecessor?.
m^th,iag0V-n a Io,C v.cr vLl11 em°USe °f C°m" saZ.ing carried conviction to : - WêÊÊ^^M IlÉBB try—not so much in the House of But, gentlemen, we are still a long way from
motis the whip sent by Tom Elhs spmmomng their hearts. Next came, on the resô- , : [ H| Commons, but in the country—was the completion of the task which the countrv
them to that meeting in W99. . Poor Tom had lution referred to, an almost unexam- ' sEHh9H HE unity on the part of the Progressive entrusted to us, and which we came to WcM-gotte as Sir Wilfrid had gone and as them pled movement of national opinion. ' ] :.. ■ forces. He was sorry to see that minster to^ discharge. There is a tot § coun •
great leader had gone. He had that whip Sir Henty formed his first govern- ;; S H they had had in by-elections Liberal try still to traverse, steep hills to climb, stiff
framed and glazed, and had put on it a suit- ment, and in the long roll of more ■ and Labor candidates in antagonism, fences to take,- deep and even turbulent

h«SnC»un°in th^er^nmrt,awhiHrth! than 40 prime nunistcrs he would rc- u ■ i Liberalism and Labor were natural streams to cross before we come to the end
^ir wirv cupy a very high place: indeed. He ; allies, and he knew of no question of our jburney; but we know where we are

councils were held and he had from Sir Henry was very glad to read m h recent . . ? i i i ,.v \ • during his somewhat dpng parlia- goine (cheers) and we shall not lose our
tott^ThTsecondîe^oîmi’on on th7ôïoef wls ne,ï!paPer a.*5tter,f/ortI Mr- Balfour mentary experience in which the Lib- ^Mofe cheers).’ I will venture to remind you
I wXnrnin^ Mr” As^iîith^ nrw t Mr. Asqdth. Mr. Balfour spoke era! party had been anUgonistic to 0f two general conditions which affect politi-'
a resolution welcoming Mr. Asquith aa prime of Sir Hçnry s courage, earnestness, anything that was for (he improve- cai life'in this, cou&trv and the fortunes of the
minister. (Loud cheers.) He horned that Mr. high ideals, a*d the kindliness that > ment of the cause of Labor. He did Liberal party m particular, the first place
Asquith would he as admirable .a deader of the never fell into^weakness—a very great ; fl H not expect anything of the kind in remember thàt i^British- Politics no victorvHouse of Commons as Sir Henry had proved, m point—and toi a- shrewdness never ? fl HI “"‘"'I : , . , X
this nartieidar, that he would be ; determined edged with rtfeljce. These had re- T « W %e> unite.d'and that the ' li^essives «l-ô that
theSln^enrryoTaSthe "HousT oL Commons ce,ved .their #c ™ward> snd'50 ***> ’ .1 I Throughout the country would ^in the .secret of ouj’.v(tality asLpariyU Constant

throughout his career determine^ td^omimite precious JnèçW ^ mental principle dtMetalism - „en 1 mÜ«rfnTtodeti^vST'LfiSi
that House, W!1 he (Sir John’)' felt that Sir he (Mr. Çlli<) ir they halthe. ex- ^ ' i I 'nàmely, the commort" good. Ttoy "few thkittîs §I have not coine heffto oroHenry was a contrast to Mr. Balfour Hn;1hat ample of an inspiration The times.. had a peat cause, a distinguished Tnd Vou hav^not come here to accent
re®DvCL Tbosçthem who heard %.tAs- before them were • difficult, Mea-V^ ^ F jÆ I leader, and a united party., Let them a programme ~ There /has come in a change
nutth on Monday last could appreciate, as he hearts would fail (hem when stime-/ THE WaMÊL- - A^HHf H heart and soul, aye, and body too in 0f leadershio which we all lament no chahve

ed Sir Henry CamPb^Banmrman-^tH smrit they would feel that the words-of. the ^ÊÊÊilÊÊ^KF\ (Cheers.) have stBlïot to defend fhe ritJetoffree

rs œsjzïzzzfsz sssizIPHRill ksw œL-TJS
mÜt ^oufd^Ltilv wSe KVleader gen marked .and Mr. Burt in the eloquent speeches they _Uke some ^thPer peculiarly noxious things-
ment would, equally wtthwedate t#é(nier,.»p-. tber^were femptim, .ministers,, of .ipMern . attt for them.; they need not doubt whom they had delivered. He stood there to support the -v nlant and nrona«rate themselves and «n,
peal to the moral sympathy and earnestness of times, if any, whojad possessed in such a de- were to'choose. They recognized in Mr. As- resolution as the chairman of the unofficial les/vou keen the warden stead il v weeded he-
the neohles of these three kingdoms, (Cheers.) gree the undivided confidence of the working quith an able administrator, quick in debate, Scottish Liberal members. (Cheers.) fore vou know what has hannened vhn’will

- Might he be permitted, as a man of business, classes as had the late prime minister. In the undismayed by opposition, possessing a ready Mr. Asquith, who on rising was greeted find it has been overrun (Hear heir) So 
to,.tender one piece of hard, practical advice to high eulogium he had passed upon him Mr. -wit and a persuasive tongue, and a man strong with loud and long continued cheers, the whole again with education I entirely ’ &srte with

, the government? He had beep all bis life a Asquith had truly said that thç more intimate- and tenacious of purpose. Above all things, assembly standing, Said:—Sir John Brunner what fell from my nght hon frienefs that in
man of business, and he claimed to l^now ly they became connected with and associated they rejoiced that they had a prime minister and gentlemen,-No man’s ambition in this this matter the controversy itself is a standing
something of the business community. He with Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman the more sitting m the House that was elected of the country can aspire to more than that, after be- reproach both to the reliSous conations and ,
wished to advise the government to give up dearly they loved him. The representatives people. (Loud cheers.) Some time ago he ing entrusted by the favor of the crown with to the political sagacity of the English people I
that part of the policy of the Manchester school of the Labor members m the House of Com- was talking to the late Lord Kimberley, and the duty of forming a government, he should In this matter weWt hope andworkPas wê
Mdhich was called .the laisser faire PT,C7; m0!js trusted him with absolute and thorough happened to mention the possibility of his receive what you have given me today, the as- all wish for a concordat and for peace. While I
(Hear, Hear.) The Manchester school of 6o confidence, and their confidence at times lordship’s being called upon to form a govern- surance of the sympathy and of the confidence I say that I say also we must keep our "powder :
yearn ago considered that the best thing ,that amounted almost to an indication of filial af- ment. His reply was, “So, certainly not. The of those among whom and with whom the dry, we must not and we cannot abahdon 1
could be done for trade was to let it alone fecj1°P" The great amiability of his character prime minister of the. Liberal party should be whole of his political life has been spent, either our principles or our friends’ (Loud
Nowof this one thing he was eonvmced-that and the geniality of his temperament m^de> always in the House of Commons.” They (Cheers.) It has for many years past been cheers V nS can we ltove things in tiuth,- 3
^Tory party whether their efforts were at all times easy for even the humblest mem- would remember (hat those words were echoed the custom of our party When through death tolerable condition^ which they are at'the

ti 1)6 .1CVCj to ^f.. ^ad ber of the House to approach him on any sub- by the late.Duke of Devonshire when Mr. Bal- or through retirement a change of leadership present time In regard t<5 licensing that •

for the benefit of trade when they câtoe into turb the mind of the Labor members as to tivJZÎleïŒflrf «{? if Ï dedare their^mention as tn the J,™;// T°T I realize/not even the most malignant

Er.» wha! t “kdy s If? * e°T" «sr ,h, 8s@2?î ssx?vlwhAlpgnmi^ and st sound trade noltVv__for > 1 en9u5 0 *2. c?tr^f ^°.r7 prime minister of a Liberal government should laudible custom because, as one of my friends purposes. (Laughter and cheens)L It was
the reason that knowingdhie fellows inytrafde tha^sifehV&ihe^otdd begone ^ Thlt belong to that House, Mr. Asquith would has already said, it "does not rest with any one met, as you know, with an almost unprece-
in England he was convinced thatwhen a bad entirelt sufficient to disuel all dcmh// whl^h daim thè allegiance of mo divided party. There m this country, not even with the sovereign dente* storm of misrepresentation and vitupc
time came they would the oS from Slbr Se^o^îttSve^oreS Hi, had been times> especially during the days of himself A rests with nobody but the members ation. I do not think that anything the Lib-
the other side/f the Liberals made none, pledged word was at a^ times thlfe " sh2t- Palmerston.-'when the Liberal party was sharp- 2f ^ party,f ?r°Ugh thef r®Presen.ta' eral party has done for years has done more
(Hear hear) They welcomed Mr. Asquitli anchor andheftir Fenwick) iMt IS ly dlvlded intc> two camps, Moderate Liberals thTe. House of Commons to determine to give it a real foothold among the intelligent
on account of the declarations that Were made satisfied that in the ores/nt nriX SS and Rascals, and when the word Radical was- ^ho the Liberal leader shal be. (Cheers.) electors of this country. (Cheers). în the 
at Manchesterh He w?s delighted to beieve hey had aïo L man whose woS mîgh?be ab- a^^t a term of reproach Those days were Well you have today within these historic long run the British, people recognize and
that Mr. Asquith and his Colleagues would upon, ai#Xse coù^Û and ë°T They wfe now a“ thorough Liberals 50 TV a appreciate courage, not the vain-glorious cour-
carry on what had been called thè *rotten sick- détermination would be equal to thl/cOurasre and, we/î not afraid> as S». John Brunner had dfcla^ed °pi^ which exhibits itself as a mere matter or
ening policy” of conciliation of Ireland,.just as and determination shown by his predecessor S?,ld’ ?f ,being malted- even sturdy Radicals. 1(?n by a resolution, the terms of., which will histrionic display, but the courage which can
he believed their distinguished'colleague, Sif in office. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman’s Th'ey believed that the Libéral party had never Wltil 8Tat*fhl face all costs—and no one knows better than
Edward Grey, would carry on the policy of well-knbwn sympathy with struggling and suf- ^een 80 knit together, never so ready for bat- straight you.and I do the cost which we are hazarding
conciliation among the nations of the world, fering humanitythegreat-courage which he t,e’ neXer soanxious for work. (Laughter and omjhe hearts of old and yalued. colleagues. here—a great social problem, determined 
They believed that Mr.. Asquith and his col* displayed during the troublous times referred cbeers ) They had hard work before them, aud friends, and on your part with a unanimity rather to sink in the attempt to solve it than
leagues intended throughout the whole of their to by^Mr. Ell^hiS broad sympathies his and_?rer? ™<»t anxious to-do it, and he.bel-iev- and’ 1 believe I may say, with a sincerity not attempt to solve it at all. (Cheers)., When
career as .leaders and governors to appeal to well known care of and attention to the indus ed Mr. Asquith s first session as prime minis- more eloquent than any words. (Cheers.) I say we are determined to sink rather than
the best tWt there was in the hearts of their mial clasps ofthecountÛhfe genuineloveof Ier w,°>Uld be a. session of great deeds. They Gentlemen, I can only say in the simplest pos- not launch out vessel upon the voyage at all,

• fellow-men. (Cheers.) Sir John concluded by liberty his intolerance and’ hatred of anvthine- hoped for a satisfactory settlement of the edu- .words I thank you (loud cheers) , and I I say with the greatest confidence, that I hope
announcing letters of apology for noh-attend in th/nature of a sham or a fraud__ all these' catlon questlon> and, as-to the Licensing Bill, assure you if, indeed, you need be assured of to celebrate with you before long its safe ar-

toings combined in tL mind of the demoïraev ;t was already in a far stronger position than it >t-that this generous confidence which you rival in pbrt. (Cheers.) I have mentioned these
Mr. J. E. Ellis movfed the following resdiu- to stomp him as a leader of men, and as one of b7, ?eC ham' obligaSsSwhich hwiffi tKûamTeffort -h‘T not as,in any Wa-V exhausting our pol*

tion:—“That this meeting desires to record its the vital and moving forces of the country. That almost gave it a new lease of life. of mv Hf^ Jorihilv to fulfil lcy> but merely as samples.
deep and grateful sense of the lasting services He dared say they were familiar with inci- Mr. Thomas Burt, in seconding the résolu- couraging in many ways as the conditions are KIr- Massie moved a vote of thanks to the 
rendered to the Liberal party by the brave, dents where advancing years had had a tend- tion, said they had met under the shadow of a • in whfeh we meet, neither you nor I can ignore committee and members of the Reform club
true-hearted leader whom an almost unexam- ency to weaken a man s faith in the future, and great sorrow. Their comrades were falling by or ou "ht to ignore that we have before^ us » ^or the use of the club premises. This was
pled movement of national opinion placed in to destroy the optimistic tendencies of his their side, their generalswefe taken away .but hard task Ffest aAd foremost the Sath of seconded by Mr. J. Stuart and adopted. gj

î*jTde1£e îiavfefsuTh? com ^ t ^ a»d ^ to The ^tiding motion was one of,,thanks
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