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MR. RICHARD McBRIDE -

Mr. McBride has undoubtedly gained
very greatly in prestige by reason : of
his mission to London. By an irony of
fate, which is by no means uncommon,
his political opponents have contribu-
téd to his standing as a public man.
One of the most stupid things in poli-
tical life i3 the constant depreciation
of your opponents. . Taking men as
they go, there is not very much dif-
ference between any two groups in
point of ability, sagacity and a.desire
to advance the interests of the coun-
try. No one can claim a monopol.y
of these things, yet. Mr. ‘McBride's
Ccritics, from their superior point (l)f
rie al-
o1

)1 1 is view: id actio;
on every phase of the better terms

idicule on the part of the Opposition
press, which even went.so far:as to
question the integrity of 'his motives
Phis makes his ‘success all the*'more
motable, Indirectly they “have made
his triumphs the‘ more -conspicuous
and contributed e ‘advancement of
ils reputation as®ne of. Cahada’s ris-
ing public men.-
= iThe eritics of the Opposition were
blind to the law, and deaf to the
story of the facts. That it was possitic
for a provincial premier to secure
«  xecognition .of the claims of the prov-
ince before the Imperial Parliament,
when those claims were hostile to the
position taken by the Dominion Par-
liament, seemed to them to be the
dream of a political novice or the in-
¥éntion of a:political .adventurer. The
efnspicuous  position which Sir Wil
frid Laurier occupies before the pub-
men of the United Kingdom, and the
act that, for various teasons which
need not be mentioned here, he is
persona gratissima with the present
British Government, were facts which
in the opinion of the Opposition
made Mr. McBride's defeat a foregone
gonclusion.  In view of these consider-
ations the fact that he was able to
el gen +. the door which Sir Wilfrid
b urier and the Parliament of Canada
had closed in the face of the province,
and that his action received very
mplimentary references not only
dfrom gentlemen prominent on both
des of the Imperial House of Com-
mons’ but from the leading ‘newspapers
g{‘th’e metropolis of the Empire stands
qut with a degree of pleasing promin-
€nce which it would not otherwise
Have attained. +3
; 2 There is no question as to the effect
TR \#h’ich‘h;(r. McBride's success will have
! . ‘tpon his future career. It marks him
t for high position in the ranks of

th Conservative party of  Canada.

The old saying that “nothing succeeds
.#ke success” is perhaps more applica-
; . " ble to politics than to gny other.linée
i of ~ activity and the great suceess
¢ achieved by Mr. McBride will secure |
for him a reputation in all'parts of
Canada, "'which will undoubtedly lead
E an:early day to- his entry into ' a
larger fleld of usefulness. There i3
R}enty of work in Canada for men of
Mr. McBride’s stamp to accomplish. At
the same time the Colonist has mno de-
‘8ire to see him leave the provincia}
field. British Columbia presents ‘won-
erful opportunities for 4 public man
to make himself. extremely useful not
only to the province but to Canada as'
a whole. Upon this Western frontier
'Some of the most important work in
the whole British Empire will have to
, be done, and, while the federal arena
15 the more conspicuous of the two, we
are stronglv of the opinion that the
provincial field might easily be made
the more profitable to the people of

the ]aominion as a
questions' to be dealt with here a
‘handled with the same tact. ﬂrmnegg
d_‘nd knowledge as Mr. McBride has ex-
hibited in connection ‘with the cam-
Paign for better terms. Therefore,
although we believe that the demand
9f the Conservative varty of Canada,
that he shall enter the federal house,,
~will be'one that he will find it impos-
resist. it would be with
regret that the Colonist would
Witness the transfer of Mr. McBride’s
activities to Dominion politica. \

v '

. “Will Mr, McBride rise to his -
lequalled opportunity?” The opport:lxg-
ity arises from the followin® facts, as
.sh_tuted by our contemporary: '
. We cordially agree with the state-
ment that the establishment of a rail.
way ferry across Seymour Narrows
have: the effect of bringing Victoria
more directly upon the proposed All-
| mail and passenger route, provid-
eéd there were railways constructed
upon either side of the  Narrows, the
9ne leading to Victoria and the other
to some city on ‘the plains of Alberta
“‘nghonﬂtrost the Atlantic coast,
) e use ‘of the expression “t
ins ' of Alberta” in mlsgnnection o}é?
curs in the report of the Royal Com-
mission on Transportation in which
the commissioners. recommend: :
.. Thatsa further’ and exhaustive ex-
Dloration and survey be made in order
. to find the best route from the plains
of Alberta to' an ocean port on the
West side of Vancouver island. That
in case of the building of a bridge at
ymour Narrows or elsewhere, con-
necting the mainland of British Col-
umbia with the island of Vancouver
Such bridge and the approachés there-
to, and the land on both sides of thel
water running back from same, such]
§istance as may be deemed reasonably
necessary to allow of free access there-
_to, be owned and controlled by the
government of Canada, with the view
of according equal rights on and over
such bridge and its approaches to all
railways desiring to use it.”
. The ' commissioners reached these
. eonclusions after hearing all the evi-
dence given in Vietoria upon the sub-
ject, and after persual of the Memorial
of the Board of Trade and examination
of the maps and additional memoranda
furnised them at their request. It will
Be observed that the recommendation
is for “a further and exhaustive sur-
yey” of the route, which.the proposed
connection would have to follow. Those
Wwho are familiar with 4he subject
know the necessity for such a survey:
The route wag examined by Mr. Mar-
~ €us Smith, C. E. in the early '70's, and
. By him strongly recommended for the
-~ the Canadian Pacific Railway. Later
one of the chief officials of that com-
pany stated under oath that the adop-
tion of the present route, instead of by
the way of Yellow Head Pass Bute
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ground already gained.

frid Laurjer in this respect.

commissioners”

peculiarly the province of the’Domin-
lon government to take action alofiz
the line suggested, and that for the
provincial government to interfere
would be to trespass upon a matter
Wwhich the federal authorities already
had in hand. Our impression has been,
and yet is, that possibly such a very
satisfactory report would follow . such
& survey that the desired railway
would  come -“‘automatically,” - to -use
the expression of the-Times. In
other words, in view “of the construc-
tion of the Grand Trunk- Pacific, which
has not yet been begun in this province,
the probable plans of the Canadian
Northern and the other railway pro-
jects for connection bet “th

of the commission
acted upon, some o

was to their interest to build to Vie-
toria by way of Seymour Narrows.
We did not think that the matter was
as yet sufficiently advanced for either
the Dominion or .the provincial gov-
ernment to formulate any plans. for
construction, for, as has been above
pointed out, a survey might show so
good a case that railway. builders
would be anxious to utilize the route
under existing ‘charters without any
inducement being held out on the part
of either government. And this is the
view of the matter, which the Colon-
ist holds today. It lcoks upon the de-
termination of the best route as the
thing which ought to be taken in hand
without delay, and it is for this, and
for nothing else, that _we have been
contending for many months, until our
contemporary “has 'grown “impatient.”
There is in Victoria at the pres-
ent time a gentleman, Col. May, who is
engaged in promoting the Hudson’s
Bay and Pacific Railway. He says
that he has found no difficulty in se-
curing the needed backing. From our
knowledge of the subject-we are very
strongly of the opinion that, if the
facts which such an investigation as
‘was recommended by the Tra r-
tation Commission would bring ' out,
were now  available, there would be
even less difficulty in interesting cap-
ital in a road “from the plains of Al-
‘berta” to Victoria than was experien~
ced in connection with the proposed’
H. B. & P. Railway. But unfortunately
the data’' are not available, for Mr.
Smith’s ‘report, though very fav-
orable, needs to be supplemented by
one made in the light of modern ex-
perience in railway building. We use
this simply as an illustration of the
value of gathering the soft of infor-
‘mation which the commission recom:
mended the government to secure.-

It is omly proper tp say :on this oc-
casion that the Colonist has suggest-
d a nieans’ whereby not-only the Vic:
toria’ connection, ;. but .gther “important-
railways  in’ this provincé - might 1bé
Seeured, and at the same timé some’
return might be made to British Co-
lumbia for the exceedingly large grant
of land made to the Dominion in the
Peace River valley. We mention this
only in passing. It is a phase of the
general question to which further re-
ference will be made. :

In regard to Mr. McBride's . “un-
equalled opportunity,” to which our
contemporary refers, we have a few
observations to make., If it were dis-
tinetly announced that the Dominion
government does not propose to act
upon ‘the recommendation of its own
commissioners, and that the result of
their -inquiries here are to be lgoked
upon as so much ‘waste paper, we
should not hesitate for a single mo-
ment to urge upon Mr. McBride the

whole, if the great |timeliness of action on his part in that

direction.. But we do not like to lose
It ‘took a =ood
many years of steady -agitation to
bring matters to such a point that the
value " of railway connection between
Vancouver Island and Central Canada
was conceded by an’absolutely impar-
tial commission appointed by the Do-
minion government, and the Colonist
would like, if possible, to hoald the
ground thus ‘gained.  This is why we
have not urged - the matter more
strenuously upon Mr, McBride and his

RAIL CO_N"NE CTIONS |colleagues, and why in such pressure;

as we have endeavored to  bring to
bear upon our representatives in the
House of Commons and 'the local
legislature, we have confined ourselves
to the necessity of such an inquiry as
the commission recommended. If we
felt justified in accepting the expres-
sions of the Times' as indicative of the
attitude of the Dominion government
in this regard, we should at once be-
gin an agitation to induce the provin-

clal government to take the matter up;
but we decline to believe

that: the
Times represents the views of Sir Wil-
‘We de-
cline to. believe that the appoinfment

of the Transportation was a meaning-

less thing. We know on the contrary,
for we have seen his writteh state-
ment to that effect; that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier looks upon the' report of the

commission in this particular as some-

thing of great importance. Therefore
we shall not for the present join in
any agitation to have the provincial
government take up a matter of which
the federal government is already
seized. But we know the importance
of prompt action in such enterprises;
we know the efforts that dare being
put-forward by other parts of Canada
to- have their claims recognized; we
know the limitations of even the ablest
men; we know the history of past: rail-
way projects; and knowing these things
we take the ground that .the represen-
tatives of the constitutencies directly
interested in this great project must
bestir themselves very vigorously if
we are to enjoy -the advantages that
can easily be brought within our reach.
In the remarks that have just been
made, as in the many articles that have
already been printed upon this ques-
tion in thegse columns, we have intend-
ed no political allusions. The Colon-
its has only one object in this regard,
and it is to do what lies in its power
to secure to Victoria ‘the advantages
of its unrivalled position. These ad-
vantages aré not’ as yet: appreciated
by -those interested -in ‘great railway
projects, amnd they will not be thor-
oughly appreciated until “a further
and exhaustive survey” has Been made
of “the route to be itraversed by the
proposed railway. < Pherefore we hold
as yet that the matter is peculiarly
within the province of the federal
authorities. We are the more im-
pressed with this view, by the fact

by 8OV~
ernment specially for the purpose. of
‘examining into such questions, it was

r other of 2
railway companies might see that it

are a very excellent” way of bringing

‘gnan with ‘little or nothing cannot go

{anxious should not be tHe case. When

4{The Dominion governme

'caid that one of the factors attracting

ur observations to

that effect had reference only to the
incouver® Island  members  of ' the
House of Commons, and  the Island
members of the local legislature. " We
\my. ‘however, borrow aﬁ‘ gzxiretsgion
M ipur contemporary, If the interest
taken in 'the promoSed connection
by the Turner, ‘Dunsmuir and Prior
ministries, which were noh-partizan,
makes it ‘“up to” Mr. McB; to take
action along the same lines, how much
‘more must it be “up to” the Dominion
: give effect to,the recom-

government to
mendation of its own _commissioners?

SETTLING THE  PROVINCE.

On Sunday we reproduced from
an ed :

A & Pt chy

the
ar-

very favorably of the ‘work o -
‘ization companies. There is apt to be
a great outcry against such”companies,
but when the concessions to them are
properly safeguarded and the land sold
to them is'in localities that otherwise
would not be readily, occupied, they

seftlers into the country. The time
has gone by when men will take their
families and go into distant localities
and settle down to a life of isolation.
There was a time when such settlers
could be got without much difficulty,
but conditions have ' changed.. The

to such places: the man who = hasi
something will not, ‘and ‘so ‘it comes
about between the two that fine areas,
admirably adapted to settlement, have
remained unoccupied and are likely so
to remain for a long time .to come.
People want to have neizhbors; they
want schools; they want postoffices;
they want regular and prompt meansy
of communication, 'and they will not
go.where these things cannof be rea-
sonably expected for years to come.

was in Victoria: quite recently; and in
conversation he spoke of a very con-
siderable area of good land lying be-
tween the Skeena and the Naas, and
probably ‘extending a long way into the
interior. - This is all unoccupied, and
-when Mr. Collison was asked if there
‘was any probability of its being occupi-
ed at any early day, he answered most
‘emphatically in the negative. He de-
‘clared that it would be little short of
criminal to induce single families to
go into the country, He was sure
they would not remain . there, and ‘if
‘they went in and came out -again, the
whole region would get a bad name,
which Mr. Collison ag a resident of
the northern part of the®Coast is very

asked how best-the district could ,be
settled, he replied that the only way
was to take in a:colony. 1If a part of
the area . was+ settled under, .a_.pla;
which would.%entsure that a mumber. o;
‘people would go in the same time, and
‘be provided with -reasonable conveni-
ences in the way of transportation, he
was very confident: that hundreds of
others would follow.

There are difficulties in the. way of
the,government itself undertaking this/
work. It requires close and business-
like attention, such as can only be
given by men who have a business
interest in the result, and who stand
to lose in case of failure. There is'a
very large area of land in this province
adapted for settlement, and the Col-
onist suggests that the government
might very properly “consider if some
arrangement cannot be made ‘whereby
responsible people can be induced
to undertake the colonization of a por-
tion of the unoccupied area. In any
such plan the parties undertaking to
colonize any aréa ought to be bound
down by very stringent provisions in
the contract, and the area sold to them
ought to be so selected that the BOV-
ernment would 'retain ,equally good
land in the same localit 5
The present time seeflis auspicious
for entering upon a policy)of this kind.
has ‘adopt-
ed it to a limited ext n the prairie
region, and our advice\are to the ef-
fect that excellent results followed. We
are informed that settlers prefer to
buy from companies to taking up areas
by preemption, even though they have
to pay an enhanced price. We assume
that this is for two reasons, one of
them being that the company will ‘sell
in lotw to suit purchasers, and the
other is that the company seeks the
settlers, and is able*¥o offer them land
closely adjacent to other settlers. We
are very much. of the opinion that
the provincial government would be
well-advised if it would take this mat-
ter of ‘colonization into very serious
censideration at an early day. ?
NATIONAL HONOR AN ASSET.
Speaking at the Canadian Club din-
ner in Londom' on Dominion Day, Lard
Strathconay referring to the increase of |
American immigration into _Canada,

American farmers was the fact that
Deace and order were more assured. in
Canada than in the United States. This
is undoubtedly true, and to an extent
which opens up a very interesting field
for speculation as to future develop-
ments along that particular line. It is
apparent to the lehst®observant that
the times are out of joint in the United
States in respect.to the phases of na-
tional life to which Lord Strachcona
has directed attention anew. Ths cx-
istence of peace and order in th: great
Republic are gravely imper:‘led, the
disclosures -made at the Moyer-Hay-
wood trial-at Boise, and of San Frau-

B et
_havi
mendous effect on the dgv
tCanada.  The situation’i

prot. : L
that,%ons ute*the blessings of life
under the British fla, o IO
SAANICH INLET ROAD.
.- Until a suryey has been 'made it will
‘be impossible to say what a road along
the west side of Saanich Inlet will cost.
Estimates have been made at ' from
'$25,000 up 'to~almost
may (
is certain that.there will be some costly
work in or two. placés, but. how
much of it thete will be cannot pos-
sibly be told without a careful examin-
the country. - The road, 1f

3 4 by
%

: gu.
choose to name finder $20

fation of th
built, will afford a very beautiful
drive, and will be an important puliis
work. It has been suggested as an
alternative. that the grade over 1he
Secke hills can be very greatly 1GWer-,
ed, so as to make it in every way

ry for .veh it traffic. If 'we
to have th along the I%iet,
the nece o8 2he Mppravemeat of
the Sooke road it be 83 great.

T,

would £
Presumably we can hardly expest both
these works to be undertaken ai the
same time, but it would be judicious
to examine into both of them, becavse
if the Inlet 'rgad is likely to be wvery
expensive, that is to say, expensiva cut

be to the interested communities, the
hill road might be changed, so as *o
meet the case to some extent.

- The proposal for 'a better road to
conunect Victoria with Cowichan aad
the country beyond is altogether
reasonable. While the demand ‘has
arisen because of the growing popular-
ity of motoring, on geperal prineiples
the road ought to bBe' ‘made. From
Nawnigan on' - there - ‘@re i excellent

rcads, traversable at any time of the
yveer and ‘at any hour of the day or R
night with" perfect safety and at a

gocd Tate of speed by horses and other
vehic es. This road system is growing.
It' now -accommodates a Jarge’' and
properous .region, = and :the . country
served by it 1s advancing in prosperity.
Practically there is no communication

The Rev. Henry Collison, of Kincolith,|between Victoria and that part of the

Island by land, except what is afforded .
by the railway,*and railway trains run
cnly at stated times, while /it may be
o1 the utmost importance very fre-
guently that other means of communi-
cation shall be available.. To compel
persons, who must traverse the inter-
vening, country ia ‘an emergency, to
ciimb ‘the Sooke hills is highly un-
reasonable, as the road at present is
located. We do not know how much
inconvenience has already been causel
by the fact that the oaly other rpeans
ol reaching Vicliria from -Cowichan
and points above, and vice versa. ex-
cepting the railway, is by way of the
hill road, but it must increase from
year to-year. The distance to Dureans
would be only#a pleasant drive, oc

cupying part of a day, if the road at
this end were on a moderate g-ade.
The people. living ip that part ot the

ple in Victoria would- drive to t:aan
nearby points, if they did not hive to
climb the hills to do - se; Thovivt 1e
Hismlssing al qlestions ‘of motoring’
we rest the case upon the general pro-
position that the splendid system of
‘highways now existing and to be
established . on this Island beyond
Shawnigan Lake ought to be connect-

way, and this proposition is advanced
as well in the interests of people liv-

mernt goes on, in other parts of

Z}?g?sland, gs in those of the residents
Victoria.

Ofln regard to the desirability of pro-
viding a “first-class motor road, the
more the matter is investigated, the
more desirable .it will appear. The
southern part of this Island.is the one
place in all the Paeific’ Northwest,
where motorists ecan find good roads,
beautiful surroundings and excellent
aepommodation at moderate intervals.
Thousands of people can be attracted
here because of this, and their presence
will mean much. for the whole com;
munity, because ,they are as a rule o
a class which spends money: freely.

rest in the proceedings at the
P(}:«::rConférence wl;ll lie under a tem-
porary eclipse: until' Mr. Squires and
Mr: Burns Have demonstrated whe is
the superior man in the fistic arena.

O

he weekly reports sent out from
thg‘ large m‘ls;ﬂng‘ districts -show that
the mineral production of British Col-
umbia is advancing rapidly. All signs
indicate that the total:output for the
vear 1907 will be far in excess of any

other period in the country’s his-
tory.
Bloquent testimony -to the mar-

vellous fashion ' in.which Canada Is
growing is furnished by the bulletin
of the pregress of the Northwest Pro-
vinees from 1876.to 1906, just issued
by the Ottawa government. The in-
crease in population .during the »past
-five years has-been-particularly notice-
-able, but there; is ample evidence at
hand ;to-indicate that this record will
be'surpabsed by the exvansion of the
next decade. Only now, it -may be
said, has England’s ‘eyes been open-
ed to the field which lies in Canada for
emigration from her shores, and a con-
stantly inereasing volume may be .ex-
pegted' from  that quarter.

L)

The. Jewish World, of London Eng.,
says that the will of Daniel Osiris, the
Jewish banker and philanthropist, of
Parls, who died some time ago, has
been proved at $13,000,000. He left $5,-

cigco’s shame, being calculated to seii-

000,000 to the Pasteur Institute.
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Island would “frequently ‘come. in .with |:
their own' conveyances, ‘and ‘many peo--{*

ed ‘with Victoria by a first-class high- |’

ing 'or who hereafter may live, as de- |

of proportion to the advantage it'would.|

: During the past few days several carloads of the very new-
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Y 'NES‘, the big stock of this big furniture store has
A received large additions in New Furniture lately.

_est designs in Bedroom Suites, Chiffoniers, Buffets, Hall
Racks and Library Tables have been added.

. These come in a variety of woods, finishes and de-
signs. Golden Oak, Early English Oak, Surface Oak and
‘and Elm share about equally as to the quantity. The de-
signs all through are above the average, and in the lower
priced lines this is particularly noticeable.

- We had this year an_exceptionally heavy run on lew
priced Bedroom Suites, and, um'ortunately for many of our friends, sold
pretty low on all these lines and completely out of some. We want alt
those and everybody to know that we now.have a large stock of these goods
on view inour fourth floor showrooms ready for your inspection at any time.

THESE NEW
Wy LINES
=Wl .{ ARE WORTH A
VISIT FROM YOU
SEE THEM
SOON

Extra Value in Two Piece Bedroom Suites
THERE is one item among these many new arrivals to which we must call your
particular attention. It is'a two-piece Bedroom Suite which for style, quality,
price and genuine good value all through cannot be equalled in the town.
The suite consists of two pieces—Bureau and Washstand—and comes in two styles of
-finish—-Elm and Golden Surface Oak. The Bureau has three large drawers and large
British Bevel Mirror. The Washstand has onie large drawer and door.
We would like you to see these for we are confident you will agree with us that they
* ‘are the biggest values offered in this line for a long time.
;1 Thereis a heap more stylesin them_than you see in.many much higher priced suites.
BEDROOM SUITE, 2 pieces—Burean BEDROOM SUITE, 2 pieces—-BurEgu
~and Washstand, in Elm, extra fine fin- and Washstand in Golden Surface Oak,

ith ... Lia, $17.00 | very fine suite .1............. $18.00

- Bedroom Suites
Two pieces, Dresser and
Washstand, . Elrm, golden
s finish, up from. per suite

N o 81500
droom Suites

"~ Two pieces, Dresser and
Washstand, grained in im-
itation of quartered oak;
golden - finish, at $25.00,
$22.50, $20.00, $18.00 and

e iy STT00
Bedroom Suites

Two pieces, Dresser and
Washstand, imitation ma-
hogany, fitted with beau-
tiful oval shaped British
bevel mirror at per suite

$40.002nd .. .. $38.90
Hall Seats

In Golden Quartered Oak, _
“~highly polished, from $35
. 5 R AR S $12.00

Bedroom Suites

Two pieces, Dresser and
Washstand, in golden
quartered oak beautifully
polished, large oval and
round shaped British bev-
el mirrors; at “per suite,
$65.00, $55.00, $50.00 and
im0 .. $45.00

~ Chiffoniers

We have a large line of
these and you caneasily
find one to match any of
the other bedroom furnish-
ings. There is an immense
variety of prices ranging
from each $35.00 to $12

Bedroom Tables
‘A bit renge of dainty bed-
room Tables ranging in
. price up wup from each

Snure nion ot i BR TR

- Hall Racks

In highly polished Golden
Quartered Oak. A great
many new designs. The
prices range from $40.00

tor. Sl il o 518.00
Library Tables

Golden and Early English
-Oak, highly polished, at

from each $25 to $10.00
Dinner Wagons -

In Early English Oak at
each $30.00 to.. $16.00

Extension. Tables

In Early English Oak at
each $38.00 to.. $32.00

Buffets

In Golden Oak from each
.. .. 825.00

/

The Ostermoor the Best Value in Mattresses

Ostermoor Mattresses are not the tisual kihd that most
people consider good enough, not the cheap kind, dear
at any price, but cheaper in the end by far than the
cheapest of all. 'They are the different kind—the bet-
ter kind—of a quality not obtainable elsewhere at any
‘priee. . Quality only bears the Ostermoor label. Oster-
moor quality. One suggests the other. Not a mattress
‘for one taste, but for all tastes. Not for one pocket but
for all pockets. An underpriced luxury. We are the
sole, agents for this celebrated mattress and sell it at
the prices charged in New ¥York, Chicago, Montreal,

$15.00
50¢

Toronto, etc. 4.6 x 6.3 each ... ..
Extra for two pieces . ...

¥
o
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