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Highest of all in Leavening Power.— Latest U. S. Gov't Report
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BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

The Petition for Election of Fire
Chief Filed Away in the
Archives.

How the Day Labor Experiment Suc
ceeded—City Barristers’ Retaiuer
—Waterworks Payment.

Mayor Teague presided over a fall board
at othe regular meeting of the city council
last evening. There was a large attendance
of the publio. ¢

W. G. Eden repeated his series of ques-

tions respecting the capacity in cublc yards
required of corporation laborers, and after
Ald. Macmillan told what he knows of Mr.
Eden, ‘“ who coaldn’t dig sewers worth a
cent ’—let alone $2 a day, this letter aleo
was filed.

Auditor Raymur wrote that Eberts &
‘Taylor have applied for §250, as the balance
of vheir retaining fee for the year ending
Dacember 31 ; bat that he understood thac
under the new arrangement, which went
into effect November 1, and by which Mr.
Taylor is to receive $1,000 a year as city
barrister, the old contract ceased. The
former arrangement was for a retainer of
$500 a year payable on the 30th June and
31sb December. Referred to finance com-
mittee, to settle with the firm for four
months only on the basis of the old contraot.

Water Commiesioner Raymur wrote
recommending a fourth payment, of §19 225,
to the waterworks ocontractors, whion will
make a total of $36,000 to date, being 75
per cent. of the value of work performad.
Agreed to.

Fire Chief Deasy’s report for November
was read and filed.

Five tenders for printing 3,200 circulars
‘were sent to the prinring commiutee.

Reports from the finance committee were
read and adopted.

THE DAY LABOR EXPERIMENT.

The sewerage committee presented a re-

rt on the sewerage operations which have
E:en carried out by day labor. This ehowed
that for work eatimated to cost $29 256, the
actual outlay has been $25229. The pipe
used cost $6 404 On the basis of the sewer-
age contract prices paid for similar work
under the = last loan the total ocost
would have been 21} per oent. greater
than the oity patd, Another report
from the same committee stated thav
the whole of the $100,000 sewerage loan has
now been expended, and gave details show-
ing how the amount has been disposed of.
The reports were signed by two members of
the committee. - E

ALp. PARTRIDGE explained that he had
nob signed because he kunew nothing of the
report and had only been allowed about ten
minutes to examine it. He considered the
report unfair and that it skoald not be
adopted, becanse there is an error in i,
*here being no credit for water supplied or
for anvile nsed. If they had compared the
work with the McBean contract the result
might pob have been so favorable to day
labor.

Tae merits of the report and the time al-
lowed Ald. Partridge were 8o warmly debat-
ed by him and Ald. MoMillan that Ald.
Bragg rose to deplore that the sffort on tho
psrt of the councll to improve on past
methods should thus be made a bone of con-
teation; for he pointed out that it was the
whole council, and not merely - Ald. Mac-
millan or the sewerage committes, who de-
cided to carry out the work by day labor.

ArLp CaMERON thought it had beea con-
clusively shown shat dsy labor has been a
s1coeas, and all.concerned should be given
oredit for what has been accomplished

ALy MOLEBLLAN praised the foremen who
-were in charge of the work; though he
pointed out that this was performed in fine
weather ; whereas the contracts, which oer-
tainly did not work well, were carried out
in the wet.

The report was adopted, Ald. Partcidge
dissenting.

The streets committee recommended thab
50 per cent. of the usual bonns be paid now
on account of the cement sidewalk laid op-
posite the Oceidental hotel ; and the other
50 per ocent. in six months, if the work
proves satisfactory ; aleo in connection with
Mr. Pemberton’s complaint of a road closed
at Ross Bay, that it has been included by
mistake in the cemetery grounds, and the
fence will be moved when a road is r g 1ired.
Adopted.

THE FIRE CHIEF.

The petition asking thab steps be taken to
have the chief of the fire department elected
by public vote & very three years was taken
up, after a letber had been read from W. T.
Sheret, ove of the 1,055 rigners, asking that
his name be struck off, he having signed
through misrepresentation.

ALD. WriLsoN, ! chairman of the fire
wardsne, eaic e had uvo reason to believe
that the present Chief d res not eatisfactorily
fill the powitior. He read several letters
fcom people who declared that misrepre-
centations had been made in asking them to
sign—for instance, that Chief Deasy ia tired
of the job and wants to resign. He felt

that he could get twice the number of signa.- |

tures to a petition confirming the Chief in
his position.

ALp HumpHREY considered the present
Chief as good a man as could be got, and
would therefore vote againet gramtiog the
prayer of the petition.

ALD. MOLELLAN thought that if the Chisf
were to run an election to-morrow a great
many of those who have signed would vote
for him. The ratepayers have some rights,
however, as.they pay the bill for the
very expensive fire' department, and they
should have something to say, especially
when more than a thousand have asked in
this way for a chance to express themselves.
He therefore moved that the petition be re-
ceived, its prayer granted, and a by-law to
that eff-c4 prepared for submission at next
election.

ALp MAcCMILLAN thought the matter
should be laid over for a week, to give Ald.
Wilson the chance to get twice the number
of names, he tays he caneecure, on the other
side. He wou d fsavor giving whatever the
msj-rity of the people ask for.

ALD WILSON aaid he would not hawk a
petition round. towr, bus:. he was .not,. he
cou'd tell AW, Mecmillan, afraid to face tne
people on the .lssue. , He pointed ouy thes
there are very few names of property owaers
or merchauts on the petition, : ‘

ALp PARTRIDGE, while feeling that per-
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baps he would again fail to secare the ap-
plause of the audience, said that though he
nas frequently crossed the Chief he had no
hesitation in saying thav he would vote
sgainst this petition. He moved that the
petition be received and filed.

ALD CAMERON claimed that in the first
place the city has not the power now to
elect a fire chief ; in thenext, the signers of
the petition have given no reason for the be-
lief l;heiy express that the change would be
beneficial, while the fac's with respect to
the elective system in the matter of cffioials
are quite the reverse.

The suggestion by Ald. Maomillan to lay
the matter over for one week was then mov-
¢d as an amendment, and declared carried
by 5 to 4, as follows : For—Ald. Maomillan,
McLellan, Williams, Hall and Bragg.
Against—Ald. Wilson, Partridge, Cameron
and Humphrey. 9

There being some misunderstanding as to
what had been carried, acother vote was
taken, and Ald. Eall voting in the negative
the amendment wae declared lost. The

main motion, to receive and file the petition,
was oarried on divieion ard the board ad-
journed at 10:10 p m.

“QUADRA” TO THE RESCUE.

The Dominion Steamer Ordered to
Sea at Once to Search For
the ‘ Strathnevis”

‘““Danube” and * Costa Rica’” Others
of a Fleet That Is Similarly
Employed.

If the disabled Strathnevis is not
brought safely into port and that very goon
now, it will not be for want of energetic
action on the part of either the owning com-
pany, private enterprise, or the Dominion
authorities. The latter were communicated
with yesterday morning by Mesers. Earle
and Prior, the city’s representatives in the
Commons, who asked that the Qaadra be
dispatched without delay to lo>k for and, if

found, render assistance to the unfortunate
vessel. The reply wes only a few hours in
coming and conveyed the gratifying in-
formation : A

** Have wired the Agent of Marine to
send out Qiadrs immediately to look for
the Strathnevis.”

The government cruiser had already gone
out of commission for the winter, and was
to have gone into dock at Eequimalt to-
morrow to make good the damages received
in her recent grounding at Fulford reef. In
view of the emergency, however, her re.
pairs will waib, Ang as soon a8 she can get
her arew togetber—which will probsbly be
by to-morrow evening—she will leave on her
errand of rescae.

Nor will she be alone in the search by any
means. The Canadian Pacific Navigation
company’s steamer Danube, with Captain
John Irviug, Captain Meyer and Captain
Sears on board, left Sanday night for a
oruise along the west coast—where the
Maude is already on the look out—which
she will thoroughly explore as far nofth as
the head of the Queen Charlotte islands in
the hope of picking nup the comparatively
helpleas liner. Ivis Captain Irving’s belief,
shared by a very large number of navigators
familiar with the Coast waters and their
ourrents, that the Sctrathnevis is by this
time not far off Graham or some of the
neighboring islands, if she has not already
found an anchorage in some of their har-
bors. The Dinube went provisioned and
coaled for two moathe if neceessry, takiag
n 500 tons of fuel at Comox in addition to
the 400 tons already in her hold on her way

out.

The big collier Costa Rica, which arrived
dewnfrom ComoxSundaynight,laden for San
Franoisco, is another of the fleet thav will
prospest she North Pacific for the orippled
steamer. She hae orders to spend four days
in oruising where the Strathnevis is likely to
be picked up, and if she, the Qaadra, the
Danube, the Maunde, Empress, Tacoma or
Miowera—not to mention any of the smaller
flset from the Sound or San Franoisco that
are now cruising off the West Coast—do not
plck up the helpless ship it will be almost a
miracle.

Each of the captains joining in the search
has of oourse thoroughly familiarized him-
self with the information given in the log of
the John Gumbles, and has worked out the
winde and carrents to the fineso point pos-
sible to experienced navigators. It is there-
fore highly probable that the Strathnevis
will be once more eafe in port, or in E:qui-
malt dock, b:fore Christmas comes,

FOR CHINA AND JAPAN.

Another big crowd of Chinamen laft for
their native eoil on thy R M.8. Empress of
China which sailed last evening, E'ghty-
thres boarded the vessel here, and- a -iarge
pumhar took passage from Vancouver. At
this time of the year it is customary for a
larger number of Chinamen to depart than
to arrive, ard bence it is that #0 many have
recently been leaving for the Ocrient. They
are not intending to remain in the Flowery
Kingdom, however, as in the spring they
will return probably with scores of friends.
The Empress, as usual, carried a fall cargo
and a good complement of saloon passengere,
those embarking here heing Mre. 8. M., the
Mieses M. and L. and Mr. L Bradberry, N.
G. Woolwich and Miss Mary Virden.

MARINE NOTES.

The Umatflla, deeply lader, principally
with salmon from Victoria, sailed for San
Feancieco last evening. Her saloon paseen-
¢ers embarking here were Ernest and W. J.
Waterman, Mies C. Glaseey, Mrs. MoMahon,
Miss Fdith Lombard, Mrs. F. Jones, Mrs.
8 A. Clark, T. F. Meehan, R Horton, Mrs.
8. P Sargeant, Capt. H C. Folger, A. Rep-
pen and A. J. Moely and wife.

This morning the steamship Islander took
the Charmer’s place on the Vancouver run,
having left the Erquimalt marine ways early
yesterday morning. The Charmer will im-
mediately dook for her anoual overhaulivg,
which will, it is expeoted, occupy several
days.

One of her paddle wheels baving struck a
floating log on S8undsy the stesmer Prinocess
Louise was laid up yesterdsy and her run to
New Westminster was taken by the Yose.
wite. ' ‘The Priocess, however, will be ready
for service again probahly to.day,

A “San Francleco des,
safe arrival of the overdue steamehip Evan-
dale, yeaterday. She waa s mopth in mak-
ing the voyage.

patoh announces the ||
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A sEriEs of meetings with the farmers
will be neld this winter by the horticultural
board in the general interests of fruiv grow-
ing. The first cf thesm will be held av Salt
Spring istand on the 17ch instant.

A ** MUSICAL meeting ” followed by a pie
sooial, wiil be held by the Salvation Army
on Thuredsy evening, for the benefit of their
work. Though the self-denial week with
the Army is now over the amound of the
looal collections will not be known for
several daye yet.

His Lorpsuir the Bishop of Colambia re-
turned yesterday from Salt Spring island,
where he conducted two oconfirmation ser-
vices on Sunday last—one at St. Mary’s
church, Fulford Haibor, and the other at
8n. Maik’s. The Bishop conducts his usual
Bible class at 3 o’clock to-day.

THE fruit preserving department of Mr.
J. H. Falconer’s Victoria business, inclad-
ing both stock and good will, has been
acquired by the Okell & Morris Co. Mr.
Falconer will devote his undivided atten-
tions in the future to the production of his
famour Worcestershire ssuce, piokles, etc.

+WWORK was ab a standstill yesterday on
(the Walkely, King & Casey contract at
‘Bsaver lake. 1o waen’t a strike that was to
blame, as rumor of course had it; the sole
reason of the eyspension of operations was
1he rain, which came down in torrents.
This was the first full day lost by the con-
tractors since they broke ground.

AT a meeting of the creditors of Frederick
Landsberg yesterday, Mr. Gustav Leiser
tendered nis resignation ae trustee, buv the
meeting decided to retain him in bis position.
Ib was stated at the meeting thav a sale of
the property under the morvgege was fixed
to take place on Thursday and iv was resolvied
to take legal proceedings to prevent vhis.

ON Friday she committee on co-operation
of the Fruiv Growers’ Association meets at
the office of the secretsry, A. H. B Mae-
gowan, ab Vancouver. The mission of this
commivtee is to arrange some scheme where-
by the fruit growers of the province can co-
operate in shipping f:ult to the various mar-
ketes in the manner most advantageous for
all concerned.

THE Javenile Opera Company have
changed the date of the operetta for the
benetit of the Protestant Orphans’ Home to
the evening of the 19 h instant, owing to
other attractions also for charitable pur-
poses occarring on the date previously an-
pounced. The matinee will, however, be
on the follc #ing Saturday afternoon, Dacem-
ber 21.

IN view of the jaudgment given by Mr.
Justice Crease, declaring thav magistrates
can not have jurisdiction under the Small
Debts Aot, .Magistrate Macrae will to mor-
row, after formally opening the Small Debtp
Court, adjourn for a week, without hearing
sny cases. The judgment, involving as it
does the constitutionality of the Acb passed
by the Provincial Legislature, there is no
doubs that an appeal will be taken.

A FuLL choir of thirty-five voices will
render the cantata Esther at;Calvary Bap-
tist church to-morrow evening. Some of the
lsading soloista of the city will take part,
hence a finished and successful production
i+ promised. The castis as follows : Quaeen,
Mrs. Gregson; Zoresh, Mrs. Andrews ;
Mordecai’s sister, Mre. Clyde; Maid of
Honor, Mits Svoddart ; King, J. G. Brown;
Haman, Wiliem -Mair; Mordeoai, B
Firth ; Attendant, H.-A. Howell.

Tae Willing Workers of Christ church
will ho!d a sale of work in the cathedral
school on Friday, when a.very fine assort-
ment of fancy work as well as plain and use-
tal arcicles will be dieplayed at prices to
tait the times. Dolls, varying from vhe
elegantly dressed court beaury to the tiny
peasant girl, will toempt the little ones,
while delicious home-made candy will appeal
to the tastes ot all. The proceeds of the sale
will be devoted to the Christmas tree for
the Sunday school, and it is to be hoped
that many will aid and encourage the young
workers by their presence.

TaHE Saanich ploughing match on Satur-
day next will vake place in a field belonging
to Mesers. R. MoClare and Reid, North
S8asnich. The committee offer the following
prizss : For prefessionals, $25, $20 and $15;
for amateurs, Nicholles & Renout’s plough,
$15 and $10; for boys, E G. Prior & Co.’s
plough, 87 50 and 85 The entrance fées
are $5, $3 and $2 for professionals, ama-
teurs and boys respectively. For the best
opening a buggy whl&, from Mr. F. Norrie,
will be given, and Mr. H. Miller gives a
oollie pup for the runner up in the boys’
olass.

TweNTY THREE affiliated societies were
represenred at yesterday’s meeting of the
Women’s Council, when the matter of se-
lecting cavdidates to take the field at the
coming elecvion of city school trustees was
before the meeting. Many ladies were men-
tioned and several nominaved, but some de-
clined to stand and others were not eligible.
Mis Higgins, Mrs. Angus, Mrs. Spofford,
Mre. James MoGregor and Mrs. Jenkins
were all names thav were brought vy  The
tmportance of having mothers as candidates
was considered, and finally Mre. Gordon
Grant and Mrs William Grant were de-
chhred the cholce of the council The report
of the committee on impure literature was
received and after some other minor matters
were disposed of the oouncil adjourned.

held next Mondn_y_.._a ;

THE members of the city council met yes-
terday morning as a municipal health
bosard, the chief item of business presented
for conrideration being a complaint from
Supt. F. 8. Hursey, in his oapacity of dis-
triot health officsr, that sewage from the
Jubilee hospital is still finding its way into
the ravine on the Cadboro Bay road.” The
sewerage committee of the oity council will
investigate this matter of offence and report
back to the board. Mr. Alexander Hendry,
baving objscted to the appointmant of Mr.
Fornival as appraiser to act with the oity
assessor in estimating the damage done to
his housebold goods by the recent fumiga-
tion, was informed that he may name the
second valuator ; and the trustees of the
Metropolitan Methodist Sunday school hav-
ing objeoved to the school room being fumi-
gaved on the score of damage resulting, the
opinion of the mediosl health officer was
asked on the subj:0b. He will reporv before
the nexo meeting of the board.

PAIN: A SONNET.

Once more, O Pain ! thou comest unto me !
Ox;ce more & guest within my sore-racked
rame,
Toou striv'st to dim the flickering vi
To give effect to Nature'’s stern degwmt;lr"1 flame,
To wield the axe that lieth by the tree!
But I have gauged thy power and thine aim L
Thou comest not an enemy whose name
8trikes terror to my heart : for, knowing thee,
And all that thou canst do, doth break thy

sting
To know might doth set its bonds
, Agguag&lgd I fall before thy &&Eﬁé
Thy conquest back u thyself I'll i
For in thy vicbory nh&?ﬂ“gt’i Re latn, &

And I ehall enter into Life through Death.!
GRAHAM RosSOMAN,

Another meeting of the exccative will be

JUBILEE HOSPITAL BOARD.

Asked to Rent Nominally the French
Hospital for an Old Women's
Home.

Washing Can Be Done Cheaper at|

Home It Is Claimed Than By
Contract.

““ For the information of the board, I beg
to atate that owing to the number of desti-
tute women here, the establishment of a
home for them, somewhat on the same foot-
ing as the old men’s home, would seem very
desirable. The scheme for ite maintemance
might be similar to that adopted by the Sal-
vation Army, and thus make it practically
gelf-supporting. Could the baard assist the
scheme by placing the Maison de Sante at
say a nominal rent at the disposal of these
willing to take an active part in establishirg
and managing the home.

““SopHIE E. WALKEM.”

The foregoing is the text of a letter trom
Mre. Walkem read last night at the meeting
of the Jubilee hospite]l board, the members
present being Messrs. Joshua Davies, presi-
dent; J. L Crimp, W. J. Dwyer, H. D.
Helmcken, A. Wilson, Chas. Hayward, W.’
M. Chudley, J. S. Yates, John Braden, A.
C. Flamerfelt and G. H. Brown.

‘“ That isa very worthy scheme,” said Mr.
Helmcken. ‘* Why should not the old wo-
men have a home as well as the old men?”’

Mr. Wilson, in explanation of the
letter, remarked that Mrs. Walk:
em had spokemn to him upon
the subject, saying that it was proposed to
start a home for old women, and wished to
know if the board would rent at a nominal
rate part of the old French hospital build-
ing. He had suggested that she should ap-
ply to the board. He was in favor of seeing
the scheme carried out, as it was an excel-
lent opportunity of starting a home for old
indigent women. Qaoce started, the corpor-
ation might take hold of it next year, as the
old women had just a8 much claim to a home
as the old men. He suggesated $10 » month
a8 a rental to be charged by the board.

Mr. Hayward, as the object was such a
reasonable one, thought that the free use of
the rooms for a while might be given.

Mr. Yates suggested vhat it would be
better to let Mesers. Davies, Hayward and
Wilson be a committee to make arrapge-
ments with the ladies.

Mr. Helmcken also spoke favorably of the
scheme.

Mr. Yates’ suggestion was made the sub-
ject of a motion by Mr. Dwyer, seconded by
Mr. Helmcken, and carried.

The resident physician of the hospital re-
ported that the cost of the keep of patients
per diem had been $1 30 for the last month.
He also reported thav having the washing
done in the cottage fitted up on the grounds
would save $5 in December for washing, and
with a mapgle and better facilities the cost
would be suill tarther reduced. The pum-
ber of patients admitted during the month
of November was 31 ; number treated, 65 ;
in hospital December 1, 32. Ouv of 65 pa-
tients 41 were free. |

The matron reported that three nurses |
had passed the examinations and would be
entitled to diplomas.

The committee of the month reported that
they had agreed t¢ have the washing done
on the premiees as the doctor and matron
both stated that it could be done more
cheaply by the hospital than eending it out-
ride. A plan of ficting up the laundry for
$195 was submitted for approval and
the committee of the month were empowered
to oarry oub the additions suggested, as
cheaply as possible.

The special committee appointed for the
purpose reported that the balabce of ex-
penditure over receipts at the end of Oato-
ber was $4,800.

- The report was laid on the table.

The accounts for November, $1,251, were

read and passed and the board adjourned.

THE COURTS OF LAW,

The fall court yesterday allowed an appeal
to she Privy Council re the Yorkshire Guar-
antee Company. At the trial before the
full court some time ago the judgment was
that the mortgsge tax imposed by the pro-
vince was constitutional ; also thav the com-
pany was exempb from baxation upon their
mortgagea as personal property to the extent
of the debentures iesued by the company in
Eogland for money” borrowed upon the
security of the mortgages. The province
appeals from the exception allowed by the
court, and the Yorkshire Guarantee Com-
peny makes a oross appeal against the
judgment upholding the constitutionality of
che tax. Hon. D M. Eberts, Q C., Avutor-
ney-General, for the Province; Mr. E P.
Davis, Q C, for the Yorkshire Guarantee
Company.

The application on the part of defendants
to admis an appeal to the Privy Ccuncil was
granted in Bainbridge v. the E & N. Railway
Co. Thisis the preciousmetals’ case in which.
the Full conrt decided that the precious met-
ale within the railway grant were not vested
in the railway. Hon. C. E. Pooley, Q C.,
for the defendants (ippellante); Hon D.
M. Eberte, Q C, Attorney General and Mr.
H. E A. Roverteon, for reespondents.

The appeal in Royal Csnadian Co. v. A.
Olsen (defendant) and Gaorge Willisoroft
(garnishee) wae hesrd by vhe Full court yes-
terday. Toie was an appeal on behalf of the
garnishee, Williecroft (now deceased, the es-
tate being represented by the trustees,
Messrs. Charles Kent and R H. Hall) from
a garnishee order absolute, made by Mr.
Justice Drake on June 12 The appeal was
that the order absolute be seb aside on the
ground that George Williscroft was not im-
debted to Olsen, and nov being able to obtain
legal advice failed to appear before the
court, and allowed the garnishee order to be
signed by defanl. The Court set aside the
garnishee orders, but gave seven days’ lib-
erty to plaintiff in which to move for an
#iuue in the case between the plaintiff and

Williscroft, the costs from issming of rule
nisi to date to be paid by the garnishee.
Hon. C. E. Pooley, Q C, for appellants;
Mf;_. ;\ L. Belyea, for respondents (plain-
uils

NEW PACIFIC CABLE.

NEw York, Dec. 9.—A meeting was held
on Saturday ut the office of the Central and
South American Telegraph Company for the
purpose of completing the organizition of
the Pacific Cable Company. This company
will be independent of the ‘Mexicgn, Central
and South American Telegraph Compsany in
its organization, but they will have rela-
tions. The projected cable wiil oonneod
with the proposed American paval station at
Pear] barbor in the Haw aiian islands, Japan,
Chine, Australia and India.

The .Beloei!l village church was deatroyed
by fire yesterday ; $17,000 will bardly cover

FIrRsT.

For many years the Leading Milk.

A PERFECT

— -

" REINDBER = BRAND"

CONDENSED MILK.

It is the Besf
and Most Ecomemical.

FOOD FOR INFANTS.

MAKING PROGRESS.

Havana, Dec. 9.—Recent movements of
the insurgents in Cuba, if correctly reported,
would indicate that the Spaniarde have been

utterly unable to prevent the advance of the
eremy from the province of Puerto Principe
into the province of Santa Clara, and that
the combined armies of Gomez and Maceo
have been srrong enough to emsble them to
be divided into two corps, which were ad
vancing into the heart of vhe district where
Captain General Martinez de Campos has
made his headquarters, and where 40,000
Spanieh troops ure reported to have aserm
bled- This view of the case is all the more
noteworthy from the facy that only this
motning it wae cfficially“stated here that
the friends of the insurgents, who
expected Gomez and Maceo to move
rapidly into vhe province of Santa
Clara, and later  upon the  pro
vince of Mantanzas, which would bring
them dangerously near Havana, had been
disappointed at their failure todo so, and
the reported defeats of the insurgents,
classed as having been due to their shame-
ful and cowardly behaviour ” were said to
bave demoralized them ; and iv was stated
farcher that the Spanish officials considsr
‘the rebellion to be morally broken.

These rapid movements of the insurgenbs,
which their friends hoped they would ac-
complish, before the arrival of the rein-
forcsments of troops, now seem to have ac
tually taken place and therefore, the rebsl-
lion, instead of belng broken, looks as if iv
were making rapid progress, in spite of sll
the efforts of the Spanish government. In-
deed, only this morning, the supporters of
the governmenrt were o hopeful thas iv wae
announcad that they wore expected to be
able to reap a good sugar orop, and that
many of the planters, in view of the recent
events, were preparing to grind their sugar
cane. At the same time it was admitved
the arrival of the reinforcements was impa-
tiently awaited, and when the steamer
Montevideo arrived from Spain to-day, with
the Cantabria and Bailon battalione, the
soldiers were acaorded a most enthusiastic
welcome.

This is the situation in a nutshell : the in-
eurgents, agcording to the report received
here this afternoon, and having practically
official information, appear to be in Santa
Clara, where it may be said nearly the entire
eff:otive Spanish foree is concentrated. It
is startling news, in eorfliov with government
advices, given out earlier in the day to the
effsob that the insurgents were in retreat
through the province of Puerto Prinelpe.
Cbe reported advance of the two oclumne
under Msceo and Gomez into Santa Clara
and the defeat of the Spanish troops pear
Igoara, has cansed wmuch excitement in Ha-
vsna to sight. . §

The-leaders, Quintine and Randeras, are
now ab the head of the forces and are march-
ing in the directien of the district of Trini
dad Lord Wioston, Lord Churchill and
the English officers who accompanied him
daring his tour through Cubsa for the pur.
pose ot witnessing the operations of the
Spinish and Cuban forces, sailed from this
port on the Otiwette. Lord Churchill, who
ia a son of the late Lord Randolph Church-
ill, is an cffiver in the English army. He
expressed satisfaction with the results of his
visit to the interior of Cuba. General de
Campos has just fluished reviewing the
Spanish bitvalions. He will leave to morrow
for the province of Santa Clara.

Maprip, Dec % —The Mioister of Fi
nance, Senor Navarro Reverter, and the
Bank of Spain, have agreed to prolong the
treasury bonds for six months on the exist-
ing terms.

ITALY IN ABYSSINIA.

RomEe, Dec: 9 —News was received here
to-day from General Baratieri, commander
of the Italian troops in Abyssinia, announo

ing what appears to be a serious disaster to
the Ivalian forces operating agsinss King
Menelek. He cabled thav-the king's army,
numbering about 20,000 men, yesterday eur-
prised apnd surrounded fiva companies of
Italian troops, wunder Major Toselli,
ab  Ambalagi. Aunother  body of
ltalian  trorps, under the command
of General Arimondi advanced bo the sup-
port of Majrr Toeelll, bat they were
stopped by the eremy. A severe battle
' was subsequnently fought and the resuls was
‘not made known here. The cfficial des-
patches say that the Josses of the Abye-
sinians were heavy, bub no news was fur-
‘nished concerniog the fate of Majir Tasel
1¥’s command, and nothing was said about
'the losses cf the Italians. M:jor Voselli’s
column wae cemposed of 1,200 nutive troops,
.commanded by 20 officers, with 40 bon]
commissioned ¢ flicers and a mounted battery.

Toselli seventeen cfficers and 900 native
troops are miseing. 'I'ne position of Gen
Arimondi, at Makalle, however, is impyg

months siege. King Humbert to-night con-
ferred wirh Premier Crispi upon the situa-

fived to his room.

1n the chamber of deputies to-day the gov-
ernment wns questioned with reference to
the reported defeat of the Italian troops in
Afriea. Geteral Mocenna, minister for wer,

the Italian c)mmat der-in-chief, and added
sbat the Italian p eitiona were secure. Me
admitted, however, hat the incident was a
serious one, although entirely reparable.
Signor Imbrioa, the socialist leader, and
other socialists; amid interrmptinne made
speeches opposlog the goverament’s policy
in Africa.

MANITOBA MUNICIPAL MATTERS.

WinNipee, Dec. 9 —{Speocial})—A. Mc
Bride was elected mayor of Calgary to-day

by three msjority over Msyor Orr. The
aldermen lect are G. A. McKenszie, W. L
Puirslow, 8. A. Rameay, J Creighton, K
Mackie, H Brown, A. McTavish, W. Gar-
rett, ard W, H, Cushing,.

Toe Winnipeg nominations take place
to-morrow.

A remurkable coincidencs is reported from
Neepawa. Several weeks sgo A. M Bell,
of Portage, shot his compsnion named Muir,
of Dokota, mistaking him for a deer. It is
now learned that a son of Mr. Bell on the
same day &t Seult Ste, Marle, wany miles
apart, while oub hunting with a dector mis-

the ‘loss. - The vicur-general, who hae been

Tapy years getting honey for thi erec
the chureb, fl n‘f?;%n bl”?ke:l-‘hn‘ibed.“m“‘

took'the dootor for - & "deer he was stalki
and'shot himi: In the fieat nin‘vh’-hoonl:g

was’ fatal. The viotim-of the 'won’s ‘*hib
will recover. '

i kR ) R S e

't is_known that of this force of Msjor |

nable and he has provisions for a :hree |

tion, the Premier being indisposed and con- |

T. . HIBBEN & 00,

read the diepatch from General Baratiers, |

RISING IN ECUADOR.

Saw Francisco, Dec. 9 —A (all epecial

frem Guaysquil eays: Accounts are re-
ceived of an uprising by rhe olericale all
over the country. Many rebels have been
obliged to scek refuge :cross the border in
Colombia. The government parties declared
martial liw. To.day fourteen were ac-
rested azd political crimes charged. Among
the arrested are vhree military officers who
were tried by a drum-head courc martial
and shot within thcee hours of trial. Av
Quite on Thureday one regiment of the gur-
ricon there rose. The garrison was called
out and the citizone to a great number
joined the rioters. A terrible battle en-
sued' lasting over two hours, Over 200 were

‘killed. Most of the rioters were forced to
leave bown where the number are increasing

by voluutary additions. The rebsls claim
they will soon have sefficient strength to
return and cepture the town, where they
c'aim they have mabny partizans ready 1o
join them.

THF LUMBER TRUST.

The great trust kmown as the Central
Lumber Company of San Francisco, is
growing stronger every day, and the
value ofi the mills mow represented in
the combine is estimated at at least $75,-
000,000: The latest acquisition is that
of thirty-one red-weood mills in Cali-
fornia, with a gapitalization of $10,000,-
000, controlling all the red-woed in the
world,. and during the present week,
possibly. to-day, the California retailers
are to be approached with the object of -
forcing them into the trust.

Although Msssrs. Bibband Holt, the
agents-of:the Central Lumber Company,
obtained thirty-one mills in Washing-
ton, Oregon and British Colnmbia, they
did not gather in all the mills. At
Whatcom they failed to-eapture the Bel-
lingham: Bay Improvement Company,
with a capacity of 200,000 feet per day,
which mill is owned by P. B. Cornwall,
of San Francisco, Whitelaw Reid and D.
O. Mills, of New York. At Fairhaven
W. A. Woodlin steod out; at Olympia
the West Side Milll Company and the
Olympic Lumber Company, and at
Everett the trust did nothing.

The Washington, Oregon and British
Columbia mills in the combine, together
with their capacity,.in feet per day, are
as follows:

St. Paul and Tacomsa L., Tacoms:
Tacoma Mill Co

Stimson Mill Ce,, Ballard
ruget L. Co,, Port >
Port Dis¢overy MN1CEE /.
Paulson & Drum, Victgris....

British Columbia Mills, Vancouv
Moodyville Sawmill Co., Timited

M. M. Boyd Co., Cowichan

Burnett mills, New Westminster
Northwestern L. Co., Hoquiam

J. M, Weatherway L. Co:, Aberdgen ...
West & Slade Mill Co.,. Aberdeen.......
E. K. Wood L. Co. Hoquiam

Gray’s Harbor Commercial Co., Cosmo-

100,000
140,000
100,000

60,000

Northwestern L. Co., Knapptoh
Sunshine Mill Co., Sunshine....
Clatsop Mill Co., Astoria
*Inman, Paulsen &:Co., Portland
*North Aacific L. Co., Portland

*Oregon Pine Lumber Co.

TrE Bradstreet Company have opened
a branch. office at Vancouver. % s
B. Gordon, the manager for British Col-
umbia, is now dividing his time equally
between the two cities, the head office
being still at Victoria.

* If you wish te seeure copies of the
Christmas Papers. We have to hand
the: followimg

Graphie,

London News,
Sporting and Dramatic
Young Ladies’ Journal,
Puek,

Figaro,

Harper’}; Magazine,
Yule Tide,

Ladies’ Pictorial,
Pears’ Annual.

Christmas Numbers—

Nos. 69 and 71 Government Street,

ARNING.
8100 REWARD

Will be given to anyone who will give
such lngormstlon as will lead to gche
conviction of any person or persons im-
itating our trade mark by stamping phugs
of Tobacco with Bronze in such a manner

as to lead consumers to believe that they
are receiving our erhs ’

MvyrTLE Navy

ToBAccoO

Each plug of which is
Stamped with

T & B IilBronze.

Our Chewing Tobacco is stamped

w(th!'qthﬂnﬂ Z

The George £, Tuckett & S:uaﬂo.‘ Ltd,, Hamitton, Optaria




