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IS CONVICTED
WITNESSES STATE 

NO BULLETS FIRED
FROM ‘SLIM’S’ GUN GO TO GRAND 

JURY TODAY
OF HOLD-UP
IN DECEMBEREleven Witnesses Called at Morning Session of Murder Trial — 

Prisoner Will Take Stand and Tell Story of Crime—Case 
Expected To Go To Jury This Afternoon. Jurors Expected To Bring In a 

True Bill of 
Murder.

Judge Ross, St. Thomas, Frees 
London Youth on" Suspended 

Sentence.PRISONER “SCARED AND HYSTERICAL"

WILL TAKE EVIDENCEAt the opening of this afternoon’s session, T. J. Rigney, K.C., 
asked permiss. 3 to call Sidney Murrell as a witness.

CRITICIZES TESTIMONY
Miss Viola McNaughton Will 

Be Questioned This 
Afternoon.

AEs Esa Pest-sas. -

_ S 11 LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.
The murder trial of "Slim W illiams commenced at • O clock The Hon. Col. Harry Cockshutt, 

I his morning is drawing rapidly to o close. The thin, white-faced * o opened the sixteenth Ontario par 
CIS 4 a 1 1P & A Dalaal : lament at Toronto this afternoon.Melbourne bank robber will probably know his fate before 6 o clock ----------------------------------

Prisoner Ordered To Report 
Monthly To Inspector Nickle 

and To Dispose of Car.

Special to The Advertiser.
St. Thomas, Feb. 6.—Melvin Kerr, 

London youth, was found guilty of 
holding up the M. C. R. ticket agent 
here in December last, but was re­
leased on suspended sentence by 
Judge Ross today. In passing judg­
ment on Kerr, Judge Ross expressed 

; his regret at finding him guilty of 
isuch a serious charge. He reviewed 
the evidence, remarking on the black 
mask which had been found in his 
possession at the time of his arrest.i

"I cannot help but believe that the 
mask was in your pocket for an im- 

proper purpose," said his honor. "I 
Jeannot see why a man would also 
perjure himself so far as to refute

LEAD ERS IN NEW ONTARIO PARLIAM ENT.
right is W. E. N. Sinclair, leader 
of the Liberal party, whose group is 
expected to be chosen the official op­
position.

Above are shown the three leaders 
in the Ontario house. On the left is 
Hon. Manning Doherty, head of the 
Progressive group and former min-

ister of agriculture. Center, Hon. 
G. Howard Ferguson, premier of On­
tario and minister of education in 
the Conservative cabinet. On the

The wheels of justice may, on oc­
casions, grind slowly, but not at the 
present winter assizes at the court- 
house. Two murder trials in three 
days and a third one scheduled for 
tomorrow is the record to date.

Immediately the case of “Slim” 
|Williams goes to the jury this after­

noon, the evidence in the Clarence 
Topping murder case will be sub- 

mitted to the grand jury. That the 
I grand jurors will bring in a true bill 
against the young Strathroy man is 

Ia. foregone conclusion and this bill 
it is expected, will be handed to Mr. 
Justice Lennox before court is ad- 
journed.

"The Topping murder case will go 
on," definitely stated Crown Prose­
cutor Rigney at the noon adjourn-

tonight. . J ■■
Although Sidney Murrell was found guilty last night of firing | M 

the shot that killed Russell Campbell at Melbourne in April, 1921. |1 
the law of the land says that any member of a robber band is

NE FLOODS
DROWNINGguilty of murder, even if he does not do the actual killing.

At the last tri 1 of Williams in Oc-4 
tober 1923, "Slim" told the court that 
he was present at the robbery and 
gave a whole history of the affair.

Williams will also take the stand 
in his own defence this afternoon, 
possibly about 3:30 and will again 
tell the story of the ghastly conclu­
sion of the bank robbery.

Eleven witnesses were called by 
the crown this morning, all, with the 
exception of Mr. McBride, architect, 
telling of the revolver Williams had 
when captured.

Several witnesses stated Williams 
was scared and hysterical and it was< 
proved beyond a doubt that the re- 
volver he carried was never fired 
during the robbery.

R. E. Campbell declared Williams 
"was the scaredest man I ever saw."

The crown will call two more wit­
nesses before Mr. Donahue will put| 
Williams in the box.

That jail officials did not consider j 
Williams as dangerous as Murrell 
was quite evident. The prisoner 
walked into the prisoners’ dock un- 
shackled and without handcuffs. Tie 
was dressed in a neat brown suit 
anti sat with his arms folded across 
his breast during the entire session.

The same provincial constables 
who stood guard over Murrell were 
on hand to look after "Slim."

Fifty-five jurymen were called, 
three more than in the Murrell trial

COCKSHUTT OFFICIALLY OPENS
FORTY-ONE ONTARIO’S 16TH LEGISLATURE

❖
Only Seven Escape From Min­

nesota Pit as Roof Suddenly 
Collapses.

Premier Ferguson Announces 
Referendum When Time Is 

Considered Opportune.

Speech From Throne at Open­
ing of Legislature Reveals 

Many Measures.
---------------- Watson’s statements.

WITHOI IT W A Good reports were received from
wiw ANNIO Mimico concerning Kerr's record.

___________ The judge instructed Kerr to re-

__________ ment today.
The evidence of Miss Viola Mc- 

HEDGING IS CLAIMED Naughton, who was present when 
__________________________ Topping shot and fatally wounded

DIE PLAN REORGANIZATION
port the first of each month to 'Chief 
of Detectives Nickle in London and

|his sweetheart Geraldine Durston, 
Members of Opposition Regard will be taken at Victoria Hospital 

! this afternoon. Miss McNaughton
Associated Press Despatch.

Crosby, Minn., Feb. 6.—Collapse of 
I part of the bottom of a swamp lake 
I sent a torrent of water into the Mit- 
: ford iron mine near here late yester- 
■ day and snuffed out the lives of 11 
Iminers caught like rats in a trap.

More than 150 feet underground, 
the 48 miners were working when, 
with hardly a warning, water burst 
through the roof, flooding the mine 

I within 15 minutes to within a few 
|feet of the top of -the shaft.

Alarmed at the first rumbling as

Modification of the Course ofto dispose of his car.
Frederick S. Coombs, the M. C. R 

brakeman, who pleaded guilty to four
It as Merely Delaying 
Official Announcement.

Study in Elementary Schools 
Recommended.

i was also wounded in the shooting 
affair which occurred at the home 

of George Cook, York street on the 
morning of November 23 last.

D. A. J. Swanson, counsel for Top- 
ping, states he will not be ready to 

proceed with the case before tomor­
row afternoon, but a settlement will 
be arrived at between Messrs. Rig- 
ney and Swanson it is expected.

The crown lias summoned a dozen 
witnesses for the case, while wit­
nesses for the defence are numbered 
at 15. Mr. Wwanson intimated that 
the defence had a. number of sur­
prises for the crown.

charges of robbery in . police court 
last week, was fined $300 and costs 
on the M. C. R. charge, while sen­
tence was suspended on the remain- 
ing three

Following Coombs' arrest with a 
party of St. Thomas people in De­
troit for shoplifting, about $1,000

By WILLIAM SHARMAN.
Special to The Advertiser 

by a Staff Reporter.
Toronto, Feb. 6.—While reference 

to the enforcement of the Ontario 
temperance act was made today in 
the speech from the throne. Premier 
Howard Ferguson; states that there 
has been no substantial demand from

Canadian Press Despatch.
Toronto. Feb. 6.—The first session 

of the sixteenth legislature of the 
Province of Ontario opened officiallyworth of stolen goods was confis ated

in a raid on his home. Coombs ad- this afternoon with all the customary
mitted having a craving for tools, 
and stated that the goods had been 
taken from cars at the M C. R., C. 
P. R. and from McMurtry's hardware 
store.

ceremony. After the election of 
Joseph E. Thompson, M.L.A., as 
speaker, Lieut.-Governor Cockshutt 
read the speech from the throne

the earthen roof and timbers gave 
way. seven miners near the shaft 
darted up the stairs to safety, but 
their 41 comrades, caught in the 
muddy, swirling waters, met almost 
instantaneous death.

First check-up last night indicated 
that of the normal crew of 55 men 
49 had been in the workings, but the| 
final figures announced early today 
by company officials puts the number 
at 48 and the death list at 41, with 
seven survivors.

The high-powered electric pumps, 
rushed here from Duluth, were pump­
ing water from the muddy swamp 
lake and the mine today, and mining 
experts said the working and the 
lake bed must be emptied before it 
would, be possible to enter the mine. 
The water from the mine is being 
dumped into Island Lake a quarter 
of a mile away. Between this lake 
and the mine shaft lies the mud lake, 
whose water penetrated the mine 
workings, causing the worst mining 
disaster in the history of the Min­
nesota iron range.

Mining experts said today that the 
drift of the Milford mine, which is on 
the Cuyuna range, and produces man­
ganese ore. did not extend under the 
lake, and they believed the water had 
worked a subterranean passage to the

before a jury was finally selected. 
Ten of the jurors are farmers, one 
a clerk in the city and the 12th lives 
retired in the country.

The jurors, with one exception, are 
young looking men.

Of the first sixteen jurors called, 
eight were chosen to try Williams. 
There were six challenges before the 
ninth juryman too his seat. Mr.I 
Donahue challenged four more before i 
S. J. Chadwick of London was sworn.i 
Mr. Rigney asked B. Cunningham of 
London to step aside. Thomas L. 
Scott was agreeable to both crown| 
and defence. He was the 30th juror 
called.

Call Many Jurors.
With eleven men in the jury box, 

Clerk Edmund Weld called up the 
jurors six at a time. He might just 
as well have called another clerk, as 
there were 24 more challenges be­
fore a panel was secured.

Crown Prosecutor Rigney asked 24 
men to step aside, while Mr. Donahue 
challenged 19.

Following are the jurors as they 
were chosen:

J. A. Leitch, Mosa Township, far-

the people for an O. T. A referen­
dum and the people must not hastily: 
assume that the government has de-I 

cided to stage one without delay.
"We have not decided yet that i 

there shall be a plebiscite," said the 
i premier, “and we won't have one | 
'until such time as we feel that there 
is ample demand for such from the 
majority of the electors."

CAPT. J. E. THOMPSON.which gives indication of consider-HENRY JACK WILLIAMS, 
Now on trial at the court house for 
the murder of Russell Campbell at 
Melbourne in April 1921.

KYRO TRAIL RANGER
BOYS HOLD SESSIO

MELBOURNE MASONS1 V V III, brought down during the session. . Of parliament this afternoon.
UONOD D M’CANDI CO Among the various measures which 
HUNUK K I the speech announces to be forth- NORTON UnilULLUU coming is one to make provision to

• enable the ogvernment to secure an
Receives Past Master’s Jewel in expression of opinion from the peo- 

|pie with regard to provincial liquor.
Recognition of Work For 

Lodge.

was electedwho this afternoonable government legislation to be speaker of the house at the opening

CALENOT TO ACT
IN RUGGLES CASE

ISO00DR0 Ladies of "Y" Auxiliary Serve 
Supper to Lads at Tues­

day’s Meeting.IS LAID TO REST legislation.”
Another is to provide the appoint­

ment of a legislative secretary for The premier explains that the 
government will introduce a bill to 
permit the taking of this plebiscite 
whenever the time is considered op-

Northern and Western Ontario. It 
is understood that this position will 
be given to Frank Keefer, M.L.A., 
(Port Arthur).

The speech after reference to re­
vival in trade in Ontario makes a 
reference to hydro, saying that the 

|problem of further power develop- 
|ment now presents itself. Legisla- 
!tion is announced for modification of 
the courses of study in elementary 
schools. The better advertisement of 
Ontario in the old country and se­
lected immigration with supervision 
after arrival is also announced.

Attorney-General Declares the 
Matter Rests Upon Crown-

The Kyro trail ranger groups met 
last night at the Y. M. C. A. for their 
weekly supper which was served by 
the ladies of the Y. M. C. A. Auxil-

Melbourne Masons. numbering 
about 25, gathered in the Grigg House 
last night to present R. McCandless 
with a past master’s jewel, A., F. & 
A. M.

Mr. McCandless made a suitable 
reply to the number of addresses 
given, which spoke highly of the 
work he had done in the interests of 
Melbourne lodge. The presentation 
came as a pleasant surprise to Mr. 
McCandless, who was visibly moved

Simplicity Marks Last Rites 
Accorded the Wartime 

President.
portune.Attorney Judd. iary under the leadership of Mrs. 

Oliver Keene. Following supper a. 
before any vote of the people could lively sing-song was enjoyed by all 

the boys.

This is merely an act to provide 
machinery that would be necessary

Special to The Advertiser 
by a Staff Reporter.Associated Press Despatch.

Washington. Feb. 6. — Without
i be taken. It does not necessarily

Toronto, Feb. 6.—Attorney-General j follow the premier states that this 
W. F. Nickle announces that any government or any other govern- 
responsibility for an official inquiry | ment will ever feel the urge to order 
into the affairs of the Ruggles Motor another vote.

But members of the opposition

Grand Chief Ranger Fred Clark con 
ducted the opening ceremony. The 
boys then adjourned to their group 
meetings for Bible study under the 
leadership of Les Gray, Morley Mc- 
Gregor, Gord Butler, and Gar Elson.

Following their group meetings the 
boys adjourned to the gymnasium 
for their physical program, followed 
by a swim. Next Sunday morning 
the Kyro meeting will take the form 
of a Father and Son service, and 
members of the Kiwanis Club are 
expected to be in attednance.

pomp, yet with the highest honors in 
the power of the nation to bestow 
upon a private citizen, the body of Truck Company of London rests en-

There will be a committee of the 
House selected to study the econ­
omic end of agriculture and make 
suggestions for legislative remedies. 
The government will encourage co- 
operative marketing of farm pro-

j tirely upon the shoulders of Crown 
Attorney Judd of that municipality.

While recalling that Mayor Wenige doubt in their minds but that "the

and many of the premier’s following 
state that there is not the slightestmer; Nell Munroe, Metcalfe Town­

ship. farmer; Albert Thomas. West-
Township, farmer; Ernest of the United States, was laid to 
West Nissouri Township, test today in the quiet little Bethle- 
Charles A. Shipley, - Lobo I _

hem chapel of the Cathedral of SS. 
Peter and St. Paul.

SLxty of the closest friends of the

roof of the mine, and the pressure by the honor tendered him by his 
finally crushed in the roof. | fellow Masons.Woodrow Wilson, wartime resident

minster 
Howay, 
farmer;

of London was here not long since | premier and his cabinet are hedging 
in this regard, making certain al- again," and that they are not yet

Many Men Are Being Sent 
Out To Farms In District --------------• ----- — -----—

The Local Employment Bureau 
Reports That Farmers Are 

Making Preparations.

legations, the attorney-general re- ready to make any definite an- 
lates that he finally referred him to nouncement for public consumption. 
- ′′ " The introduction of the bill to pro -

Township, farmer; Oliver McKenn, 
Metcalfe Township, farmer; George 
N. Willis, London Township, gentle- 
man; Mitchell Innes, Mosa Town- 
ship, farmer; Arthur Morgan, Ade- former president attended the brief 
laide Township, farmer; Sydney .I. 
Chadwick, London, clerk; Thomas 
L. Scott, London Township, farmer, 
Merrill West, London Township, far-

ducts.
Re-organization of the highways 

department and more encourage­
ment to county and township roads 
Is promised.

Encouragement by means of a 
bounty on iron ores will be given to 
mining. Extension of the Temis- 
kaming and Northern Ontario Rail­
way into the Lorrain district will be 
seriously ocnsidered. Provision will 
be made for a separate ministry of 
health. The speech announces re­
organization of the compensation

the London crown attorney, whose
vide necessary machinery is merely 
a small consolation for the "wets" 
who wait anxiously for a definite 
undertaking.

"We must have an expressed de- 
sire from the people," the premier 
stated, "and we have not had that

duty it could be. he stresses, to take 
any action or leave the matter, as he 
sees fit.

It is not the intention of the pro­
vincial department to order any in­
vestigations. as was apparently de-

THE WEATHERand simple service at the S street
home and some 400 found places in 
the cathedral while the Episcopal
service for the dead was conducted.

The private services at the home 
consisted simply of the reading of

FORECASTS.
Today—Cloudy, with light local snow.
Thursday—Northwest winds; cloudy 

and colder, with local snow flurries.
The depression which was over In- 

!diana yesterday now covers the Great 
Lakes, and another has developed off 

|Nantucket.
Heavy snowfalls have occurred in 

Ontario, Quebec and near the Bay of 
IFundy, while in the West the weather 
j has been fair.

Temperatures.
The highest and lowest temperatures 

during the 24 hours previous to 8 a.m.

manded by Mayor Wenige. In fact, 
the attorney-general states that he yet."

mer.
"We are called upon to continue 

an inquiry arising out of the murder 
of Russell Campbell in April, 1921," 
stated T. J. Rigney, K. C., in opening 
the case for the crown by an address 
to the jury.

“You men are chosen from a large 
number, the others of which, for 
various reasons, were challenged. The 
charge is a serious one and you will 
be called upon to decide it. The hon-

Please See Page 7, Column 1.

did not even go into the question in 
any detail with the mayor.

“The mayor was here," he said, 
“and he brought a great bundle of 
documents with him—a voluminous 
affair, which I did not consider in 
detail. However, I am not con­
templating any action or even sug­
gesting any. The whole question is 
entirely up to the crown attorney.”

the 23rd Psalm, a passage from a 
devotional book and recitation of a 
prayer.

Twenty carriages composed the fu­
neral cortege which moved slowly 
through a thinly populated suburban 
section of the capitol. Yet the entire 
route was flanked by dense masses 
of people who stood in silent tribute 
to the man who had led the United 
States through the great war.

WANT RELIABLE HELP boar dand its work.

JOHN SHAVER, FIRE ' 
VICTIM, IMPROVING

With the approach of spring in the 
air more men are being sent on to 
the farms, not only by the employ­
ment bureau, but by personal solic­
itation of farmers themselves. They 
are beginning to get ready for the 
opening of outdoor work, and in 
many cases are getting men whom 
they know in the city to come out 
to the country. It is probable there 
will be a number of men from the 
old land this spring, as is usually the 
case, but the forehanded farmers 
with last year's experience in the 
difficulty of getting and keeping men| 
are taking time by the forelock and 
making sure of any good, reliable 
man with actual Ontario experience 
they know of while the going is good.

John Farrell, who last year did 
many months of work on behalf of 
the farmer and the immigrant, is 
still acting in a kind of amateur 
capacity from his home in Forest. 
He is not the official appointee to

LAMBETH FARMER
FINED FOR CRUELTY

today were:
Stations. High.

Victoria ..................50
Calgary ..................49
Winnipeg........... 0
Port Arthur........6
Cochrane ................ 4
Toronto................. 28
Kingston .............. 20
Ottawa ..................16

Montreal.............14
Quebec.................. 14

St. John............... 18
Halifax ..................28

SUMMARY OF TRIAL Low. 
40 
24 

—16 
— 2

27 
18
14
12
12 
14
16

Weather. 
Clear

Clear 
Cloudy
Snow 
Cloudy
<’Joudy 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
Snow
Cloudy 
Cloudy

Westminster Farmer Tried To 
Save Horse From Blazing 

Barn.
Inspector Tustin Charges Horse 

Was in Unfit Condition
To Work.

Trial of "Slim" Williams opened at 9 o’clock this morning.
Fifty-five jurymen challenged before panel completed: ten 

farmers, one gentlemen, one clerk.
Eleven witnesses were called this morning: H. C. McBride, 

R. S. McCandless, Dr. Dewar, Dr. Freele, Detective Down, 
Detective Nickle, John Little, Robert E. Campbell, Charlie Long, 
John Marr, Robert A. Campbell.

Two more crown witnesses to be heard. Williams will testify. 
Case may go to jury this afternoon. Crown witnesses have 
sworn that no shots were fired from Williams’ gun.

The condition of John Shaver, 
Westminster Township farmer, who 
was severely burned on Sunday 
morning in an attempt to save a 
horse from a blazing barn, was re­
ported by Victoria Hospital authori­
ties this morning to be greatly im­
proved.

Mr. Shaver suffered extensive 
burns, and on Sunday evening his 
condition became so serious that he 
was removed to the hospital. Physi­
cians considered his condition ex­
tremely serious on Monday, but dur­
ing the past two days he has showed 

1signs of improvement.

ARTHUR H. SYDERE.
jclerk of the Ontario House, who has 
|been in the service of the province 
ever since confederation, and al­
though over 80 years of age, is still 
active in the discharge of his duties.

Charged with cruelty to animals, a 
farmer living near Lambeth was to­
day assessed $10 and costs in police| 
court. Inspector George Tustin of' 
the Humane Society laid the charge. 
The farmer had driven a team of 
horses from his farm to the market 
square here. When Market Clerk 
Charles Maker discovered that one 
was bleeding at both shoulders, he 
asked Mr. Tustin to investigate.

The farmer insisted on interrupting 
witnesses and was told by the court 
to keep quiet several times.

| Minus (—) means below zero.
LOCAL TEMPERATURES.

The highest and lowest tempera- 
tures recorded in London during the 
124 hours previous to 8 o’clock last 
night were: Highest, 32; lowest, 13.

The official temperatures for the 
12 hours previous to 8 a.m. today 
were: Highest, 34; lowest, 26

Barometric Readings.
Tuesday —8 p.m.—28.67.
Tod an —A Am —28.82.

look after the newcomers, but he is 
So well known to the Ontario rep- 
resentatinves overseas and his work 
in this way is so well appreciated 
that in many cases families are sent 
direct from old London to his farm 
in Forest.

F. J. GLACKMEYER.
veteran sergeant-at-arms in the On­
tario House, who has been in the 
service of the province since confed- 
leration.
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