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WESTERN  ONTARID  MEN

Whole of 1st Battalion Re-
cruited Exclusively in
This Province.

{Special to The Advertiser.]

Otiawa, June 18.—That the Ist Cana-
dlan Brigade, under command of Gen.
Mercer of Toronto, was included in the
British forces,
gome hard fighting at Festuburt, is
confirmed by private cables received
here.. In this fight, according to an
official report of Sir Johr, French, a
line of German trenches was taken,
but the British forces in. them had to
retire to their original positions.

All From Ontario. /

The 1st Brigade s madé up of td.aq
c i, ord, und fth Battalions, all from
Ontario.

The only officers so0 far known to
have been hit were Lieut.-Col. Becher
of London killed, and Capt. Willis
©'Connor of Ottawa, slightly wounded.

Casualty lists will probably come
through within the next twenty-four
hours, and wiil be announced in the
uspal way as soon as the next of kin
have been notified.

which recently saw

i

{
Casuaities Likely Heavy.

The fact that the second in command
was killed is taken to indicate that
the casuaities among the 1st Battalion
which was composed of Western On-
tario men exclusively,
Lieut.-Col. Becher's own men, those
who formed the detachment of the Tth
Regiment that left here last year with
the first contingent, are part of the
1st Battalion, and it is certain that
they would “make desperate attempts

to avenge their commander’'s death,
with the result tiat heavy casualty
lists may be expected in this city.
FIRST BATTALION HARD HIT.
[Canadian Press.]

Ottawa, June 18.—Major-Gen. Hughes
is advised today that the Canadian ist
Brigade, consisting of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd
and 4th Battalions, all from Ontario,
have been in another heavy engagement
+with considerable loss. Few details are
wiven, but the fighting is thought to
bave baen near Festubert. The brigade
48 under Gen, Mercer, and it is under-
#stood to have been in this battle that
©ol. Becher of London was killed. The
st Battalion, of which he was com-
mander, is said to have had the heaviest
casualties. Capt. Willis O’Conner of Ot-
tawa, adjutant of the 2nd Battalion, is
reported slightly wounded, but still serv-
ing. The list of losses among the offi-
cers is expected to come through this

will be heavy.
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This photograph was takcn at “Thornwood,

good dogs and horses, and when he left for France, “Roy,” his favoritc mom, went with him and s stm there.
terrier, Bristies. One of them was always at his heels.

”” the historle aocher home, and shows campben Becher wrrwm u h!t animal triendi. He was fond of
"ﬂ)e hoﬁ wﬂen are Rex and Kim, and the

CANPBELL BECHER

Officers and Women’s
_Canadian Club.

MOTHER BRAVE IN LOSS

| Family Tonched by Ma.ny

Warm Expressions of
Condolence.

SEE ALSO PAGE TEN.

The officers of the 7th Regiment will
hold a meeting within a few days to
draft a suitable resolution regarding the
death of their . commanding officer,
Lieut.-Col. H. C. Becher, who, while in
France on active service still retained
his command of the regiment.

Lieut.-Col. A. M. Smith, formerly com-
manding officer of the regiment, and now
its honorary colonel, paid a {tribute to
the fallen officer this morning. Col.
Becher was one of Col. Smith’'s dearest
friends, and he spoke with 5 keen sense
of the loss the family, the city, and he
had sustained.

Joined 7th in 1899,

“Jt was with the greatest grief that
f heard of the death in action of my old
friend, Campbell Becher,” he stated.
“He came into the regiment when I was
reorganizing it in 1899 as 5 lieutenant,
and gradually rosg to command of the
regiment. He was colonel of the regi-
ment at the time he wag killed, though
seconded by Major Spittal during his
absence. The fact that he died in de-
fence of his country will be the only con-
solation to his mother. Col. Becher was
loved By _all the officers and men of the
regiment, .and had always been a  bhard
worker in the interests of the regiment.
In private life he was beloved by alj his
friends. He was an enthusiastic sports-.

man, and we rode much fogether. There
was no one whose loss I could feel more, |

as he was one of my greatest friends,
and a dclisht!ul companion.”
Fought to Death,
The sentiments expressed to The. Ad-
vertiser by Col. Smith and others all had

aristocratic
PBritish family, Campbell Becher died as |.

all of his race have died, leading their
men and fighting to the death. - That.
tain owes ‘her supremacy to
cers was frequently remarked..
Many ‘of the men of his regiment are.
with him at the front but those left
mmtu!umedotthe tears that feil !
from their eyes today. ;
‘newuaunemnzmdﬁgﬂhut ol-

T ow GImeileR To-Him. - -

KAISER 18 SOBB

o

{Canadian Press.)

Amsterdam, Holland, June 18.—Via
London.—A message received here to-
day from Frankfort says that the Grand
Duke of Baden, now at the front, has
sent the following telegram concerning
the recent raid on Karlsruhe by French
aeroplanes to the burgomaster of that
city:

“Emperor William has telegraphed to
me his deep indignation at the wicked
attack -upon beloved Karlsruhe. The
poor innocent victims among civilians

have greatly afflicted him.”

BULGARIA ASKS

FURTHER DHAILS-

Premier Visits Entente Min-
isters, Thanking Them for
Offers Made.

{Canadian Press.]

Sofia, Bulgaria, June 18--Via Londow.
~Bulgaria’s reply to the proposals of
the entente powers is a request for fur-
ther enlightenment. Premier Radoslav-
off personally visited the entente min-
isters and thanked them for the offers
of their Government. He asked for
clearer information on specific points, so
that Bulgaria may be able better to
judge what would be her position and
her relations. with her neighbors at the
end of the war.

A. $. C. NEAR IE?HUN!.-—A au'd
received by a friend from Major W.
Coles stated that he and his men were

‘stationed near Bethune and that there

wag lots of water  for the horses and
all, with him were - well.

Brings 'Hom” His |

it

Lieut.-Col.

next six weeks.

Queen’s avenue.

Great sympathy and regret was expressed by
members of the Seventh Regiment Chapter, Daugh-
ters of the Empire, this morning at the death of
Becher.
chapter will wear a knot of purple ribbon for the

members on Monday when the Seventh Regiment
i Chapter meets at the home of Mrs, CL. T. Campbell,

No. 2 Ambulance Corps will give a talk on what is
needed at the hospital

In his honor members of the

These will be in readiness for the.

At this meeting Capt. Smith of

BELIEVES LONDON

- OF BELL

CAN BREAK GRIP

MONOPOLY

President of Independents Says System Could Be Bought
for $1,000,000 and Rates Lowered.

That London .should start a move-
ment for municipally-owned telephones
is the contention of A. Delholm, Blen-
heim, president of the Canadian In-
dependent Telephone Association, in a
talk with an Advertiser reporter this
jnorning at the city hall. where mem-
bers of the Western Counties Tele-

‘'phone Association are . holding their

fifth annual meeting, An outlay of
$1,000,000 would be all the money need-
ed for the enterprise, said Mr. Den-
holm, and after the initial expenditure
it° would cost the city about $100,000
yearly 'to keep up the system. The
private users of telephones would
have to pay but about $18 a year,
while business phones: would come in
the neighborhood of $30 or $36 yearly.

At present private users are taxed $25
and business phones above $40,
Circulate Petition.

The first thing necessary would be
to have a petition circulated. Witn
the requisite number of names signed,
the Ontario Municipal Board ‘would
take cognizance of it and aliow the
franchise.

Mr, Denholm said that with a city
the size of London far more telephones
than the 5,000 should he in operation,
and with the reduced rates a muni-
cipally-owned system would bring, the
present total would be easily doubled.
He cited instances of Detroit and
Buffalo and other cities where but a
few years ago the Bell Telephone Com-
pany had a monopoly, Now, with other

(Continued On Page Three.)

'EXEra! Read Al'l' About Paul Revé're’s Ride
on Page 8 of Last Evening’s Sneeze Fresh

The Sam!man, Who Usually. Tries To Operate on the Eyes of the People of London, Is"
- . Now Getting in His ‘“‘Rebel’s” Propaganda on the Innocent Children—

The “Villun” Is. Unmasked

.

 |Incredible Sacrifices

 Commissioner Fred Mitchei: may be a
m.. ol the Evening Sneeze Frenh. We
hopa. not, and are rather incnned to
think better of hls judgment. But if by

any mischance "someone had placed a}

hgmyodorﬂnlaoopyonhhdoor
step- he would uve hd ‘a prolonged

With a German Knife.
Mr. Mitchell, no doubt, took out the
“Made-in-Gérmany” knife which the
Evening Sneeze Fresh has been giving
away to induce people to read the paper,
and which one man brought to him, and
cut out the story of Paul's ride. When
he came to one para‘mph he howled. It
read:
SO OUT AGAIN INTO THE
~NIGHT RODE PpAUL TOWARD
WASHINGTON'S . HEADQUAR-
TERS. IT WAS A LONG, COLD
RIDE OF FORTY MILES, ALONE,
IN THE NIGHT AND SNOW, BUT
THE BOY MADE IT AND GAVE
THE PAPERs INTO THE GEN-

AL'S HANDS. PAUL TOLD THE

TO REWARD YOU SUITABLY,

BUT TAKE THIS IN MEMORY OF

THIS NIGHT,” AND HE LAID A

GOLD MEDAL IN THE BOY'S

HAND.” ..

PRESENTING THE MEDAL.

The :Sandman also had a picture in
hig story showing George Washington
presenting the medal to little Paul. He
is saying: 'l have no way to reward yon
mitably."

Of course, the Sandman of the Even-
ing SDeexe Fresh tries to do such things
constantly. He is always flipping some-
thing into the ‘eves of the unsuspecting
and immoent folk who read his columns,

’-Tm of Thousands Lost in

Two Days Near Dro-
hobycz.

ONE SUCCESS IN 8 DAYS
Kade
Before Capture of Stry

- Was Accomplished.

[Canadian Press.]
Petrograd, June 18, via London.—An

| official review of some recent occur-

rences along. the Austrian battle front,

| which, among other things, calls at-

Ltention to the fact that the progress of
the Austro-German forces in Galicia
was dearly bought, was given out in
Petrograd today. It reads:

“The development of the battle along

one of the six armies attacking our
forces in Galicia ‘- is operating, wiil
serve to give some idea of the magni-

tude of the actions in this region. The
significance of the operations in the
vicinity of Stry is found in the fact
that they were an endeavor to turn our
front opposed to the phalanxes under
Gen. Von Mackensen. The eventual
success of the enemy in the direction of
Stry and Lemberg would have been of
great help 'to the offensive of Gen.
Mackensen. Failure, on the other hand,
would have meant that Mackensen’s
operations were merely a series of fruit-
less ‘frontal attacks.

Oniy One ﬂnveru
“The aboyve sefery *smztor
,&e

scene of the prineipal’ m‘ti ng, even with
‘regard 'to the numbers of {roops engag-
ed. On May 15 the enemy, closly fol=
lowing our troops retiring from the Car-
pathians, met our opposition in the re-
gion to the east of Drohobyez, north-
west of Stry, and in the vicinity of
Belachow. On the 19%th the enemy
brought all his forces into action, but

(Continued on Page Three.)

b N. W. MESSAGES
KEPT 8 MONTHS

Sudden Change Ordered for
Winnipeg and Others
June 10.

COMMENT IS STILL leFE%
10ld Rule Was Elaborate and |

|
t
|

Very Definite
Form.

in

[Canadian Press.}

Toronto, June 18.—Comment ig still
rife over the remarkable coincidence
wherebv‘ a change in the routine of the
G. N. W. is said to have been re-
sponsible for the destruction of tele-
grams wanted by the commission in-
vestigating the Manitoba scandal just
a few hours before a subpoena was
seérved for their production.

Rules whichk have goverred the Great
Northwestern for years called for the
retention of copies of messages for
months after dispatch. On June 10
the message was sent to Winnipeg,
under the authority of which tele-
g‘!i‘.ams ten days’ old might be desiroy-
e

Kept Eilght Months.

The officials of the company today
refused tq allow a newspaper man to
read their regulations governing the
preservatioa of files, but from inquiries
elsewhere it was learned that the G.
N. W. has had in force a rule which
calls for the preserving of telegrams
not for six months, but eight months.

This rule which was admittedly in
force till June 10, and which is still in
force except as regards messages be-
tween Toronto and Winnipeg, Quebec,
Montreal and Ottawa, reads as follows:

-The Old Rule.

“90—All messages must be filed away
in the order, in which they are en-
tered on Form 22, and plainly labelled
by days and months. Each month’'s
messages must %e retained for a per-
iod of eight months after transmission,
and then destroyed by fire. No mes-
sage must be taken from the files
without its place being filled by a
full copy or hy a blank form properly
filled up.”

This somewhat elaborate and very
definite rule is alleged to have been

supplanted on the night of Jume 10,
by the following rather vague wire
from the head office in Toronto to
the local manager at Winnipeg:

“We are inaugurating new system, in
connection with which yolu may now
destroy your business with Ottawa,
Montreal, Toronto and Qtlebec to May

mmmuenwmtbe- 31st.

ing confined to one page. -
The people of wndon rubbed thc
and throw

| Graubits

(Signed) “GEOBGE D. PERBY."

i
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the Tismenitza-Svika front, along which |

the it

Huge Army, Just Eighty Miles
Against Germans in One

Historic Struggle Only Small

From Scene Hurling Itseif
of Greatest Battles—

©

present war.

balls during the whole

grips around Arras.

[Special Cable to The Advertiser.]

Paris, June 18.—Eighty miles from the bat-
tlefield of Waterloo, where Napoleon was crushed
by an allied army 100 years ago today, another
allied army is hurling itself against the Germans
before Lens in one of the greatest battles in the

More shells are crashing agamst the German
positions every hour than Napoleon used in cannon

of that historic battle.

Napoleon’s army at Waterloo consisted of 71,947
men, a mere handful compared with the forces at

FURIOUS BATTLE RAGING FOR
CAPTURE OF GERMANS AT BAY

[Special Cable to The Advyertiser.]

Paris, June 18.—-On an eight-mile
front around Arras, a furious battle,
over wrecked trenches and hillsides
strewn with coipses, is proceeding.

M uurmnnda idige enemy force st bay

The French are fighting ‘desperately

are playing their part in the great con-
flict. The loss of I.ns would foree =
readjustment of the German lines from
Arras to the ses, and for this reason

the Teutons are throwing their force-
mto the battle with utter disregard fo:
lives. °

i 2 ra\ ine éast of Lorette hills. From
the mu nea¥ Souches, heavy artillery
is sweepmg “the enemy's lines with a
semi-circle of terrific shell fire.

Of Great Importance.

on with the greatest intensity.
Tremendous importance is attached
to the conflict north of Arras by mili-
tary officials here. The war office this
afternoon announced that no official
bulletins regarding the progress of the

hours.
Furioug Fighting.
This announcement only
the tension here. The Germans are
counter-attacking with great fury.
Bombs, hand grenades and bayonets all

increased

NOTHING

reached ‘Paris, but it"is accepted here

All around Souchez fighting is goingi

battle would be made public for twelve |

that heavy losses are occurring on boli:

| sides,

CELEBRATION QUIET.
‘' {Canadian Press.]

London, June 18.—Less than a Yyeay
agp preparations were afoot in England
to celebrate the centenary of the battle
of Waterloo by purchasing the famous
field and dedicating it as a perpetual
memorial, but the anniversary today
with the battlefield in the hands of the
Germans, is passing almost unobserved.

Flag For King.
The only recognitions of the centenary

! were the presentation by the Duke of
{ Wellington to King George, at Windsot

Castle, of a miniature French tricolor.
and a celebration at Wellington College.

erected by public subscription in honor
of the Iron Duke. ;

TO ADD

(Canadian Press.)
Paris, June 18.—The report on the progress
of hostilities issued by the French war office this

afternoon consisted of ten words.
was nothing to add to the announcement given out

last night.

It said there

Germans Say Allied

i

| Force Is Annzhzlated

|
i

i (Canadian Press.)
Berlin, June 19.—Via London. — Official

announcement was made here today that an
allied force which attacked German positions north
of LaBassee, northwestern France, was destroyed,
only a few succeeding in retreating.

CANADA WILL LOOK
AFTER MONTENEGRINS
ON WAY TO HOMELAND

—— -

The Canadian Militia Department has
arranged to forward Montenegrin soi-
diers, reservists or volunteers to the
old country, and the local

headquarters has been authorized to
accept all Montenegrins who desire to
return to the old country to fight. They
will be sent on to one of the seaports
and dispatched to Europe from there.

THE WEATHER

TOMORROW—WARM,
Toronto, June 18—8 a.m.
Forecasts,

Today—Fresh easterly winds and fair;
sl‘lowers and local thunderstorms to-
night

Saturday—Westerly
and clearing. .

Temperatures.

The following were *the highest and
lowest temperatures during the 24 hours
prggo;ns to 8 a.m. today:

winds;

Calgary

Winnipeg

Port Arthur.....

Parry Sound..... 61

Toronto

Ottawa

Montreal
bec

L
wasene

3

divisional |’

warmer

WARNING FOILS
ATTENPT MADE
10 DITCH TRAIN

Tie Was Piaced on G. T. R.
Rails West of
Wyoming.

Grand Trunk Railway officials aie
|om)ductm" an investigation teday in an
:eﬁ'ort to find thc guiity party who last
night placed - railway .tie across the
tracks just west of Wyoming, which
was struck by a westbound fast freight.

During the evening the station azent
at Wyoming noticed a couple of strange
men hanging aroung the premises. Later
they walked down the track a short dis-
tance and seemed-ip be attempting lo
place something on the tracks. The
agent wired the local headquarters, and

cut for the men and obstruetions on the
tracks.

mile or S0 west of Wyoming, the

No eshmates of the loss of i!!e have

when the wegt‘fre!ght left here ihe "~
crew were warnéd to be on the look- - .

'h-avemns at a npid rate of speed a - =




