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IMPORTANT NOTICE.

*Y IMMENSE STOCK

DRY GOODS
IS NOW

Open for Inspection.

On account of being delayed in opening 
until the season is so far advanced, I 

find that my stock is much too 
Jargo in all kinds of seasona­

ble goods, consequently I 
will commence selling 

at once all such 
lines, at about

WHOLESALE COST.

Call and judge for yourselves.

G. A. SMITH,
MCQUILLAN'S BLOCK,

Upper Wyndham Street, Guelph. 

Guelph, Nov. 10th, 1874 dw

SATURDAY EY’G. DEC. 5, 1674.

by telegraph to the mercury
Military Arms Seized In Cork. 

Small^Pox.
President McMahon’s Message.

Dr Livingstone’s Journals 
Safe

The Governor of Fiji Islands, 

Excitement in Berlin.

Town and Countv News
Grip this week has a ' cartoon on the 

Model Farm. Copies for sale at Ander­
son’s and Day’s Bookstores.

The School Musuem in Flora has 
lately had a number of valuable spéci­
mens added to it.

(SimK

2$ew ^rtrfrtisfwentiS.

WANTED.—By a married couple, one 
or two rooms, furnished or unfur­

nished, with board, in the North Waul.— 
Address 8. A. O., Guelph P.O. <7c4dlt

New house for sale, or’to
RENT, situated on r. ntario Street, 

containing 5 rooms, well and cellar —Apply 
at_the Mercury Office. dcAtiat

HOT AIR FURNACE. — For sale, 
Hiii’o o"2u0 Wood Fimiuce, as good.ns 

new—a coal furnace having been substituted. 
This may be had on reasonable terms. A. 
Lemon.

Guelph, Sept. 8,3874. * dtf

Fat Cattle Snow.— Tho Christmas 
Fat Cattle Show, under tho auspices of 
tho Centre Riding ot Wellington Agricul­
tural Society will be held a; Elora, on 
Wednesday, tho 9th iust. Entries have 
to bo made by ten o’clock on the.day of 
the show.

BO.ÎTTMjhs WANTED.—Two or 
three respeetable young men can be 

accommodated with comfortable lodgings 
and good living, in a respectable family.— 
Apply at this Office. dc5d‘2t

ONEY TO LOAN.

HOUSE TO LET.—On the corner of 
Eramosa Road and Mitchell Street, a 

Gret-class stone dwell*'ng, containing nine 
rooms, with pantries, wood shed, well, cis­
tern, and all other conveniences.—For par­
ticulars, apply to E. Wi McGuire, M.D. Nor- 
foik Street, Guelph. d!2t

MWm
The undeeygned has over 

$50,000 to tond on good farm security 
TERMS MODERATB.

Apply direct to _
FREDERICK BI8COE, 

Barrister, Ac.,Guelph 
G uelph,Oct.1 0, 1874____ Mp 

X ÜDERSOX’S 
TOMINION SALOON.

The undersigned begs to inform the Public 
that he has leased the above Saloon, oppo­
site the Market House. ' . „

From his long experience in business he 
hopes to merit n share of the trade.

Meals at all hours. Oyster and game sup­
pers cot up on short notice.P%:Wtf H. Mi ANDERSON.

Literary Class.—The Y. M. C.A. Lite­
rary Class met last night, nn<l the subject 
debated was: '‘Resolved that tho Miser 
is Less advantageous to Society than the 
Profligate.” The class decided that the 
affirmative had sustainéd their argument 
with tho greatest clearnees and force. 
The subject is a difficult one but tho de­
baters inadfc good attempts on the subject. 
Mr. Wm. J. Watson presented his resig­
nation as Secretaav and Treasurer which 
was accepted, and Mr. Chus. Gordon was 
appointed to the vacant offices. The 
Secretary’s report was very encouraging, 
and the Treasurer’s report showed that 
they had a good margin to fall back upon. 
The class is doing a great deal of goed 
for the members in developing their in­
tellectual talents.

^OTICE OF DISSOLUTION*
"*Notice is hereby given that the partner­
ship latolv subsist in ; between John W. Kil- 
cour and Tliomus At. Till, both of tlio X illago 
of Hillsburg, under the firm of Kilgour & 
Till, expired on tho iiOth of November, by 
mutual consent. All debts owing to the 
naid partnership are to bé received by said 
Thomas M. Till, and all demands on the 
said partners hip are to be presented to him 
tor payment. JOHN W. KILGOUR,P 5 THOMAS M. TILL.
Witness: GEO. WORTS.

Dated at Hillsburg, this first day of De­
cember, A.D. 1874. dc3d8w4t

N.B. -Parties indebted to late firm, either 
bv note or book account, will please call and 
settle before 1st day. of January next.

QhAWFORB'S Jewellery • 
Slock Is SELLING OFF 
Qlll'k. Parties wishing 
Watches, Clocks, or Jewel­
lery, will save money by 
calling at his Store, next 
the Post Office.

| > on It I1IMIIM,.
MERCHANTS and others requiring first- 

elass LEDGERS, JOURNALS, DAY oi 
CASH BOOKS, of any size, need not send 
away to get them. CHAPMAN can produce 
first-class books, of any description, to 
order. All kinds of ruling done neatly and 
expeditiously.

MAGAZINES and all kindS'Of books bound 
in plain and fancy stylos, at

CHAPMANS BINDERY,
CHARGES MODERATE. CALL AND SEE.
Over Mr."Hacking's Printing Office, 
ai2dXm St. George’s Bquare, Guolph.

^NOTHKR

5iew Livery Stable.
JOHN & R. EWING

Beg to notify the public of Guelph that 
they have opened a new Livery Stable in 
Thorp's Old Stand, and have furnished it 
with a first-class Stock of Horses and Car­
riages, and arc prepared to furnish1 rigs ori 
the shortest notice. Everythin; first-class. 
They trust by strict attention to business to 
merit a share" of the public patronage.

Cabs in connection.
' Guelph, Nov. 4,1874. <24w

JNrsv • I CRESCENT

GROCERY.
XV ^uddaby begs to inform tho in­

habit . ao i»f Guelph and vicinity that he 
has e<. . ueucert business in the store lately 
occuii ci bv K. S. King, opposite the Guelpl 
Sewiui Machine Factory, where he has 
opened up a new nud complete stock of 
Groceries and Provisions.

As all goods havo been bought at the 
lowest figure for cash, they, will be sold as 
cheap as by any other house in Guelph.

He hopes by keeping a good article, and 
by paying strict, attention to business, to 
merit a share of the public patronage.

Goods delivered to any part of the town. 
 ̂ W. A. 8CDDABY.

uhielpli.Nov. 9, 1874 do.

The Milton News. — We have receiv­
ed the first copy of this paper, which has 
just been started in the County Town of 
Halton. It is a nice looking sheet, well
prinfrcl, and gives quite a large ecleciion of
local news. It is Conservative in politics.

Canadian Almanac.—Mr. John Ander­
son has sent us a copy of this almanac 
for 1876. It is so well known, contains 
so much valuable matter, and has be­
come such a necessity to the people of 
Canada that it is only necessary to 
mention its arrival. Co; =■ for sale at 
Anderson’s bookstore.

Anniyei.Services.--The Rev. Mr, 
Dewart, editoi -*f the OkrUtian Guardian 
will (D.V.) preach the anniversary ser­
mons in the XVesleyau Church ^in this 
town, on Sabbath, the 18th mst." The 
ladies of the church intend having a 
good oid fashioned tea meeting on the 
following Monday evening.

Wesleyan Church. — We have been 
requested to state for the benefit of the 
numerous strangers who attend the ser­
vices in this church that tho hours of 
service are 10:30 a.m. and 0.30 p.m. 
Rev. Mr. Lanceley preaches to-morrow, 
morning and evening.

South Ward Ticket.—The Herald 
announces that Messrs. Heffernau, Ualli! 
day and Petrie will be candidates for the 
South Ward at the approaching munici­
pal election. Why is it that the wire­
pullers have dropped Mr. J. W. Hall? 
Is it because he is not pliant enough, 
and won’t go the whole figure with 
Messrs. Heffernan and Petrie in all their 
little schemes and petty tricks? We 
would like very much to know.- The 
trio above mentioned will not be allowed 
to walk the course, however, for we un­
derstand that Mr. J. P. McMillan, a re­
sident in the ward, and an old represen­
tative in the Council, has been asked b/ 
a great many ratepayers to confie out as 
a 'candidate, and has consented. Mr. 
McMillan is very popular in the ward, 
and liis past experience in the < ‘quncil is 
a good guarantee that lie will make an 
able representative, and wc feel assured 
that he will faithfully and honestly dis­
charge his duties if elected. Wc hope 
Mr. McMillan will get the generous 
support of the rate-pavers in the South 
Ward. ____

POLICE COURT.

(Before the Police Magistrate.)
Dec. 5.

Charles Williams was charged by P. C. 
Turner with vagrancy. He was sent up 
for one month, but has the opportunity 
to leave the town forthwith.

Pigeon Shooting Match.
A general pigeon shooting match came 

off at J. Langford's Hotel, Lramosa-road, 
on Thursday, the 3rd inst. The Captains 
were S. Duffield and J. Martin, and by 
referring to the score it will be seen that 
Mr. Martin’s team won by ten birds over 
their opponents. The following is the
S? Duffiold................... .. 11011100-
Easton...............................  1 1 0 0 I 1 1 v -
M.Doady............................  00001000—1
G. Atkinson ....................  01100101 — 4
A. Mcllroy......................... 10011101—5
D. Heffernan....................  00000101 — 2

Total................................ 22
J. Martin............ ...............  1 10 1 11 1 1— 7
G. Slecman........................ 10 10 0 111 — 5
T. Hewer..........................  0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 — C
J. Atkinson......................... 111110 0 1—0
W. Matthews....................  110 0 1111—6
J. Hewer............................ 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 -2

Total...............  .........  :ti

London,Dec. 5—-Twenty rifles and bay­
onets with ammunition have been seiz­
ed in Cork, and cue man has been arrest­
ed. Five fresh cases of small-pox are re­
ported in Liverpool workhouse, among 
the steerage passengers of the steamer 
Abbottsford.

Paris, Dec.4.—The'general impression 
is that the message of President Mac- 
Mahou has made no change in the politi­
cal situation. Legitimists are firm in 
their refusal to vote constitutional bills.
A,meeting of the Left Centre to-diy re­
rejected the proposition that the imme­
diate discussion of bills be moved in the 
Assembly, and resolved to await thé ini­
tiation of the Eight Centre and Govern -

London, Dec. 4.—Advices from Aden, 
to Nov. 28th, state Dr. Livingstone’s 
journals reached Zanzibar in safe hands.

Madrid, Dec. 4.—Thirty arrests have 
been made in connection with the recent 
mutiny.

London, Dec. 5.—It i* reported that | th< In 
the Deputies of Alsace and Loraine w-r. j i '

so incensed at Bismarck’* speech < i ;":.o j 
30th nit., that they threatened to with- ! ..«k p.n.
drawfrom ttio Reichstag and quit Benin, 
but their friends induced them to stay.

Sir ArthurHamilton Gordon, lormeily 
Governor of Trinidad and Manritus, has- 
been appointed to the Governorship of 
the Fiji Islands.

The Daily NV.-vs’ correspondent in 
Berlin, telegraphs that the debate in 
the Reichstag continued until a late 
hour, amid scenes of groat excitement.
The evening papers issued extra editions 
after dark, a sign of unusal enterprise, 
giving reports of the proceedings down to 
the adjournment.

A deputation o/ Roman Catholic ladies 
from England , have arrived in Munster.
They come to congratulate the West­
phalian Countesses who were recently 
fined for signing a seditious, address to 
the Bishop of Paderborn, sympathizing 
with him in his imprisonment for resist­
ance to ecclesiastical laws.

Wellington County Council.
Dec. 4th.

The Council met at 10 a.m. The 
Warden in the chair. Thirty-seven 
members present.
^The Warden read accounts from the 

Mercury, Herald and Orangeville Ad­
vertiser offices, also one from the County 
Clerk for stationary, &c. ; W. Sunlcy, 
for stoves, <fcc. These were referred to 
the Findncc Committee.

A. communication from A. D. Fordyce 
was referred to the Committee on Edu­
cation.

Moved by Mr. Henderson, seconded 
by Mr. Jelly, that the County Road 
Committee consider the propriety of let­
ting the contract of grading ami gravel­
ling that portion of the county road 
known as the Reading and Orangeville
road, in order that the contractor may 
[get the timber for culverts and bridges.
-Carried.
Reports were presented from various 

Road Commissioners and referred to their 
appropriate Committees.

Moved by Mr. Rea, seconded by Mr. 
Darby, that this Council are of opinion 
that all small shows, circus riding, shoot­
ing alleys, and all criers and vendors of 
small wares, are an injury to the Central 
Exhibition, and ought not to be allowed 
on the ground during the time of the 
show, and that the clerk forward a cer­
tified copy of the resolution to the Di­
rectors.

A Yea and Nay vote having been tak­
en on this motion, it was lost—1U voting 
Yea and 21 Nay.

Moved by Mr. Leslie, seconded by 
Mr. Mair, that the Warden obtain the 
solicitor's opinion, if the matter of the 
Irvine Bridge could not be brought, bc- 

mi tv. to obtain their de- 
i.terihg into a suit at law.

1 t;: ' itimed till three

The Teeswaler Xeics wants to have 
the monthly cattle fair started again now 
that the railway is running to that place.

Thé village of Huston, in Maryboro, 
con tiuues to thrive in spite of the fears 
that it would go down after the opening 
of the XV. G. & B. It.

Italian Settlers.—A gang of Italians 
arrived at Alton recently by the T. G. & 
B. Railway, en route, for one of the heavy 
cuttings on the C.V. Railway at Cataract 
where they are comfortably located for 
the winter, and seem well satisfied with 
the prospects.

On Wednesday a team belonging to 
Mr. Abel Moore, Pilkington, ran away in 
Elora, and in the race knocked Mr. Jas. 
Henderson’s verandah down. One of 
tho hotses was buried under the ruins, 
and had his back broken. The loss of 
the horse and damage to the verandah 
will be about 8200.

Derr.—The Reporter says that a herd 
of deer numbering half a dozen have for 
some time past been frequenting the 
swamps in the neighborhood of Kirk­
wall, in . the Township of Beverly. 
Sportsmen in that vicinity have had a 
rare time hunting them, Monday was 

| the last day of deer shooting, and conse- 
i qucntly operations in that line had to 
[ come to an end, although they had only 
I succeeded in bringing down one of the 
1 number.

The Warden’s Supper.
Mr. James Laidlaw, Warden of the 

County, entertained the members of the 
Conncil at an oyster supper at Ellis’s 
Hotel on Friday night. There were also 
present His Worship the Mayor, the 
Town Clerk, Mr. David Allan, Mr. J. B. 
Armstrong, President of the South Wel­
lington Agricultural Society, Mr. Geo* 
Murton, Secretary of the same, Col. Hig- 
inbotham M. P., Mr. James Massie, Mr. 
D. Guthrie, County Solicitor, Mr. W. 
Reynolds, County Treasurer, and other 
guests, making altogether a large com. 
pany. After full justice had been done 
,to the excellent repast prepared by Mr. 
Ellis, tho Warden who presided gave the 
usual loyal and patriotic toasts, which 
wore duly honoured. Ho next gave the 
Mayor and Corporation of Guelph, and 
alluded to the many evidences of the 
rapid growth and solid prosperity of the 
town and to the enterprise of its people. 
The Mayor, the Reeve, and ■ Mr. Geo. 
Hood, one ot the Deputy Reeves, re­
sponded in excellent speeches. Col. Hig- 
inbotliam next gave the health of the 
XVarden, and paid a well deserved com- 
pliment to Mr. Laidlaw for the very effi 
cient manner in which he had discharged, 
his responsible duties and presided over 
the deliberations of the Council. Mr. 
Laidlaw responded in an able speech, in 
which he referred to the harmony which 
marked the Council’s proceedings, to its 
liberality, and to the wise administra­
tion of the County’s affairs, by which 
every good and laudable improvement 
was encouraged—all which helped to 
make this County what it is—the Banner 
County of Ontario. The Agricultural 
interests were next given by Mr. Guth­
rie, which elicited suitable responses 
from Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Murton, and 
Mr. C. Sharpe, all of whom referred to 
the success of the Central Exhibition, 
and to the liberality of the Council in 
aiding an institution which was of so 
much benefit to farmers, mechanics an l 
others in the County. Mr. Beattie gavp 
the Manufacturing interests of Guelph, 
and suitable responses were made by Mr. 
Allan and Mr. Armstrong. Mr. Innés 
followed by giving tho County Council, 
which was responded to by Messrs. Mair 
and McKim. The other toasts were the 
County Officials, the Legal Profession 
the Press, the Host and Hostess, and the 
Ladies, all of which were suitably ac­
knowledged. There were several excel­
lent songs, and altogether a most pleas­
ant evening was spout, and the Warden 
was complimented on all hands over tho 
success of this annual reunion, which has 
now got to be one of the institutions of 
tne respected body over which he pie-

ford, at tho expense of this County until | 
the 1st of May next.

This report was, on motion, adopted.
Mr. Howard read the report of the 

County Property Committee. They re­
ported that they had made the necessary 
repairs and changes on the Court House 
and Gaol, in accordance with instructions 
given them. Thev recommended the 
payment of several accounts. The re­
port was adopted.

On motion made and seconded, the 
Warden left the chair, and Mr. Howard 
took the same. ,

Moved by Mr. ltep, seconded by Mr. 
Leslie, that the thanks of this Council 
are due and arc hereby tendered to the 
Warden for the courtesy and impartiality 
with which he has presided over the de 
liberations of the Council during the- 
present year.—Carried.

The XVarden resumed the chair, and 
thanked the Council.

The Council then rose.

Life*—Live for something ! Yes, and 
for something worthy of life and its 
capabilities and opportunities for noble 
deeds and achievements. Every man1 
and every woman has his or her assign­
ment in the duties and responsibilities 
of daily life. We are in the, world to 
make tho world better ; to lift it up to 
higher levels of enjoyment and progress 
to make its hearts and homes brighter 
and happier by devoting to our fellows 
our best thoughts, activities, and influ­
ences. It is the motto of every true heart 
and the genius of every noble life 
that '• no man liveth to himself ”—» 
lives chiefly for his own selfish good. It 
is a law of our intellectual and moral 
being that we promote our own happi­
ness in tho exact proportion we contri­
bute to the comfort and enjoyment of 
others. Nothing worthy of the name of 
happiness is possible in the experience of 

• those who live only for themselves, all. 
toblivious of the welfare of their fellows.

Dec. 4th.
The Couneii ;n- r. at three p. ni.
Mov-d by Mr. Ogden, .seconded by 
r. Rmill,,that a son of Robt. Gillespie, 

aged alji'iit 14 years, a deal' and dumb 
mute, he sent to the Deaf and Dumb 
Asylum at Belleville for the next term, 
at the expense of the County, the father 
being poor..— Carried.

A report from Mr. Duflield in refer­
ence to certain portions of road in Era­
mosa, was referred to the Road and 
Bridge, Committee.

A communication from the Clerk of 
the Peace in reference to rent, was re­
ferred to the Committee on Finance.

The XVarden read the opinion of the 
County Solicitor on the Irvine Bridge 
question. He gave as his opinion that 
this matter could not be brought before 
the Judges except as an ordinary suit. 
An opinion in reference to the extension 
of the Arthur corporation limits, was also* 
read. Hia opinion is that a By-law can, 
not be brought in to extend the limits of 
said corporation.

Moved by Mr. Howard, seconded by 
Mr. McGowan, that in future all opinions

g'ven by the solicitor in reference to 
ounty matters, be engrossed upon the 
minutes.—Carried.
Mr. Raymond presented the report of 

the Committee on Education. It recom­
mended the payment of several accounts, 
amounting to SGI.70. The report was 
on motion adopted.

Moved by Mr. McGowan, seconded by 
Mr. Hanson, that the Council memorial­
ize the Lieut.-Governor in Council in re­
ference to the necessity of aid being 
granted by the Ontario Government to 
the settlers in different parts of this 
County who have suffered so severely by 
the extensive bush lires .that having 
taken place during the past summer, 
and that Messrs. Dawson, Jelly, Steven­
son and the Warden be a Committee to 
draft said memorial, and that the XVar­
den transmit it immediately to the pro­
per quarter. -Carried.

Mr. Leslie read the report of the Com­
mittee on County Roads. It recom­
mended the payment of the excess ex­
penditure over appropriations to be de­
ducted from next year’s account. It also 
recommended that any unexpended bal- 
lance of 8.10 per mile on any of the Coun­
ty roads should remain at the credit of 
the road until next season. The Com­
mittee found that some of the Commis­
sioners were under the impression that 
culverts were not to be included in the 
sum per mile, but the Committee would 
not recommend any alteration of the for­
mer arrangement of this Council in which 
it was distinctly understood culverts 
were to be included in the expenditure 
of §50 per mile. It recommended that 
the Commissioners of the Reading and 
Orangeville road be empowered to let 
out the several contracts on that road. 
It also recommended the payment of 
Mr. Cooper’s account amounting to 
$152 32.

À detailed tabular "statement of the 
expenditure on different roads accom­
panied the report.

The report was adopted.
Mr. Darby presented the report of the 

Committee on Roads and Bridges. They 
reported that they had examined the 
reports referred to them, together with 
the vouchers connected therewith, and 
had found them correct.

The report was, on motion, adopted. 
The XVarden read an account from the 

County Solicitor, amounting to $293.51. 
Referred to Finance Committee.

A By-law to confirm a By-law of the 
Township of Peel, was read a first and 
second time.

The Council then adjourned till to­
morrow at 9 a.m.

Dec. 3th
The Council met at 9 a.m. The War­

den in,the chair.
On motion of Mr. McKim, seconded 

by Mr. McManus, the By-law to confirm 
By-law No. 35 of the Township of Peel, 
was read a third time and passed.

Moved by Mr. Leslie, seconded by Mr. 
Rea, that the thanks of this Council be 
tendered to the Mayor and Corporation 
of the Town of Guelph for their kind­
ness in granting the use of tlieir Council 
Chamber to thé Council during the pre­
sent session.—Carried.

Mr. Mair read à second report of the 
Standing Committee on Boundary Line 
Bridges. They reported that they had 
expended $5,095.71.

This report was, on motion, adopted, 
Mr. Leslie presented the report of the 

Standing Committee on Finance. They 
recommended the payment of several ac­
counts. XVith referance to the commu­
nication of the Clerk of the Peace, the 
Committee saw no ground for deviating 
fry» the report made by the County 
Property Committee in June last. They

Our .''Chools.
To the Editor of the Mercury 

DIïar Sir,—In a former communica­
tion I deprecated the appointment of a 
Principal over our High and Common 
Schools, and hinted that while such an 
appointment would in certain circum­
stances be appropriate as regards c-urCom- 
mon Schools, it would be not only unad- 
visable, but. absolutely illegal as regards 
our High School. The Principal has been 
appointed, but my opinion remains un­
changed, and I still regard the appoint­
ment as not only illegal, but absurd. I 
believe that according to our present 
school law, no person bat the Inspector 
appointed by the Government has any 
right to exercise any superintendence 
over the Teacher of a High School, and 
unless it is tho intention of the School 
B und to make the recently appointed 
Principal Teacher of that.School, any in­
terference of his in the High School, will 
be contrary to law. And again, if lie is 
mode Principal of the High School, he 
will certainly have no time to devote any 
attention to the common schools.

In thD connection I will briefly refer 
to a letter in your issue of Monday, of 

Another Ratepayer,” called forth, as 
he says, by my former làtter. I was pleas­
ed to see his communication,as I believe, 
sir, that nothing will conduce more to 
the improvemen : of our School System 
than a free interchange of opinion re­
garding it in the public jiress. The writer 
agrees with me in my ‘strictures on our 
school system as a whole, and takes ex­
ception only to my opinion kas to the 
legality of appointing an Inspector over 
the Teacher of the High School—or 
rather perhaps, as to tho necessity of 
such an appointment. Now, sir, if our 
High School is in such a state as your 
correspondent asserts, it is certainly time 
that a change for the better should he 
introduced, and if the fault lies with tho 
iresent Head Master, no time should be 
ost in putting another in his place. As 

respects Mr Lafferty, he is almost an en­
tire stranger to me, and anything I say 
as regards him is simply in the interests 
of fair play. As I said in my previous 
letter, Mr. Lafferty came to us with the 
very best certificates as to his scholastic 
ability, and unless it can be shown that 
the alleged inefficiency of bis school in 
caused by him, and not by the system 
or want of system, brought about by our 
School Board, I hold it is most unfair to 
visit him as “ Another Ratepayer ” does, 
in such sweeping terms of censure. My 
opinion is that under our present and 
past school management, no ability on 
the part either of our -High or Common 
school teachers could make our schools 
anything like what they ought to be.

I shall endeavour to maintain the 
truth of this proposition, and 'also indi­
cate what I believe to bo the proper re­
medy in a future letter, as I fear, sir, I 
have already trespassed too much on 
your valuable space.

I cannot, however, conclude without 
remarking that the comparison made by 
“ Another Ratepayer,” between the at­
tendance at our High School and the Pri­
vate School Of Mr. Fowler, does not af­
ford any proper criterion of the relative 
teaching ability exercised in the two 
schools. During the incumbency of a 
former teacher of the High School a pri­
vate academy was opened by a gentle­
man now teaching in one of oar public 
schools, in the same building now occu- 
>ied by Mr. Fowler, and was under both 
iim and hie successor, still more largely 
attended. Yet previous to that another 
gentleman not particularly noted for suc­
cessful teaching, kept a private school in 
the same place, which was attended by 
nearly as great a number of pupils. In 
making these remaks, I do hot for a mo­
ment wish to say anything disparaging 
of Mr. Fowler, who is, for anything I 
know to the contrary, an excellent 
teacher,but merely to ahowthat there has 
always been a class of people here who 
prefer a private to a public school for 
their children, even as “ Another Rate­
payer ” says, in the face of high-fees. In 
all this I do not wish to bolster up Mr, 
Lafferty. If he is incompetent, let him 
be dismissed as soon as possible. What 1 
mean to suggest is,that not only the pupils 
but the teachers of all our schools are 
the victims of a kind of school manage 
ment, under which the former are de­
frauded of any competent education, and 
the latter are placed in such a position 
that no matter what their ability, they 
can produce no adequate results.

XVith many thanks for the space ac­
corded me,

I am, yours truly,
». A Ratepayer. 

Guelph, Dec. 4th. 1874.
The Potato Bug Utilized.—Among 

the late discoveries made by the light of 
science is one that will bring joy to the 
hearts of the tillers of the soil. For the 
past two or three years the farmers in 
this section have been sorely afflicted by 
the striped potato bug, which has raven­
ously devoured the tender vine and left 
the potatoe a blight. A thousand things, 
including thumb nails, lime and profani­
ty, have been tried to remove the “ var 
mint,” but without success. The bugs 
remained,fattened and multiplied. This 
fall a New Yorker, while studying th*» 
habits of the potato bug, made Re­
covery that the potato bug contai 
the blistering properties of the H 
fly, and accordingly bought up ; 
quantities of tho enemy of oiu- cl ' 
cle of food, and is now fnrnishit. " 
to druggists as a substitute for L , <
flies. Next season, when our bar*. i- 
ed sons of toil plant potatoes, the) lay 
rest serene that if they cannot rai:n Sir 
Walter Raleigh’s fruit they can cultivate 
bug#, which will pay them just as well. 
ÿfjThe Express says that a grain buyers' 
Association has boon organized in Elora, 
for the purpose of buying up all the

fecommend that Daniel Hurley be sent marketable grain that may be offered on 
and kept at the Blind Asylum, Brant-1 the maiket ground,

Ontario Leglslatnre.
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THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.
Mr. Rykert said that the speech of the 

bon. gentleman stood in strong contrast 
to hie speech the other night, and the 
Attorney-General, notwithstanding the 
fact that the Professor was such a man 
as he had been described, had stated the 
other night to this House that Professor 
McCandlesa was a most valuable man, 
and that he regretted to part with him. 
On August the 3rd, long after the Gov­
ernment had obtained a fall knowledge 
of the Professor's in competency and de­
reliction of duty, the Attorhey-General 
had written a letter to him, in which he 
said. M You havo my best wishes for your 
future prosperity.” Ho (Mr. Rykert) 
held that all the Commissioners of Agri­
culture had said to-night, showed the 
necessity of having a commission. If 
the Attorney-General had thought Pro 
fessor MoCandless such a person as he 
had been stated to be, why had he given 
him the order for the gratuity ? He 
read from the Guelph Herald an article 
making a number of insinuations against 
the hon. Provincial Secretary. If it was 
sc true that tlfre Professor was so totally 
unfit for his position, it was the bounden 
duty of the then Commissioner of Public 
Works to bring the matter before the 
Government. A proper investigation 
should be made so that the responsi­
bility for these irregularities might fall 
on those to whom it belonged.

Mr. Mowat said that a number of ob­
servations had come up in the course of 
the debate for which there was no foun­
dation in fact. (Hear, hear.) The hon. 
gentleman who bad moved the resolu­
tion had read private letters, and in 
commenting upon them had made state­
ments which were not contained in the 
b.tters. He took no other, ground on the 
matter than that which he had taken in ^ 
tho past. The recommendations brought 
by Prof. McCandlesa were of a very high 
order, and he had relied upon tho state­
ments made in these testimonials. Com­
plaints had been coming in as to his in- 
competency, and it was quite true -that 
the Provincial Secretary had represented 
to him the unfavourable impression 
which ho had aroused among farmers 
and other persons who knew how the in­
stitution was being managed, and who 
had no reason for being prejudiced 
against nim. He had been still in­
clined to think the case was. not so bad 
as was represented. The Professor had 
made a number of charges against per­
sons in the institution, but he had 
placed no more reliance on these charges 
than on those against the Professor. Ono 
thing, however, had become quite clear, 
and that was that he was not succeeding 
in the management of the College. The 
students were in a state of mutiny, as ap­
peared from a memorial he had received 
signed by a very large number of them.
He had not intended to produce that 
memorial, as it was in reality a private 
one, but in justice to his hon. friend the 
Provincial Secretary he would be obliged 
to do so. He had all along acted on the 
most kindly feelings towards Professor 
McCandless—and he was one who could 
not easily get rid cf snob feelings onoe 
formed—-but he could not shut his eyes 
to the fact that the institution was not 
being . successfully managed. As was 
often the case, Professor McCandless, 
though he believed him to be a gentle­
man of high attainments, was lacking in 
administrative ability. The proper and 
only course open to the Government was 
to put an end to his connection with the 
institution. But how was ho to be 
treu.wd? It was quite true that he had 
thought it right to give him a gratuity 
am : ' ig to half a year's salary, though,
had -o chosen to follow the advice of the 
Provincial Secretary, a different course 
would have been pursued. The only 
reason which, according to the view of 
tho ease he (Mr. Mowat) 1 ad taken, why 
the money should have been refused 
would be that Mr. McCandless had been 
guilty of conduct that would legally bavé 
put an end to a contract between two 
private persons. He did not then seetli$t 
such conduct existed, and he felt that it 
would be worth something to the insti­
tution and t^e country that the difficul­
ties should be allowed to pass away. He 
considered that in settling with him 
there was no advantage to any one in 
going into these particulars, and had 
chosen to consider the engagement as 
ended with the Professor at a time when 
his conduct was such that the gratuity 
could have been paid him. His col­
leagues had agreed with him tnat it was 
better to pay him the money. Prof. Mc- 
Candless was in a great hurry to leave, 
saying that important business dematid- 
ed hie departure within a few hours. ^ So 
he had anticipated an Order in Conncil by 
getting the money paid. He thought 
that as the head of the Government and 
his colleagues taking the same view of 
the matter, he was perfectly justified in 
paying the money, the order in Council 
being a mere formality. He would regret 
that there should be any unnecessary 
examination in reference to persons who 
had now no connection with the institu­
tion, but as Professor McCandless was 
desirous, according to his letters, of hav­
ing an investigation, he was perfectly 
willing that it should go on in so far as 
he was concerned. The ho», gentleman 
who had moved for a Committee had read 
a letter written to him (Mr. Mowat) by 
Professor McCandless, which that gentle­
man had afterwards withdrawn. He had 
always considered the letter a most im­
proper one, and he had expressed him­
self in very strong terms regarding it. It 
was quite imposseble to effect a settle­
ment so long as the Prgfessor maintain­
ed the position assumed in that letter, 
but as he had withdrawn it, he (Mr. 
Mowat) had regarded the matter as if it 
had never been written. He moved the 
omission af all the words after "that,” 
and the substitution of the1 following 
“Possession of'the Agricultural College 
was obtained in the autumn of 1873 ; 
that the institution was ready for the re­
ception of pupils in the following spring; 
that the business of the; institution was 
interfered with, and its prospects and 
isefnlness were for a time impaired by 
want of harmohy and mutual confidence 
anKmg its oAiders, and by dissatisfaction 
on tne part of some of tne pupils; that 
this condition of things passed away some 
months ago, and that the institution has 
einee that period been copied on har­
moniously and efficiently; that there is 
no evidence or pretence of Riere being 
now any dissatisfaction amongst its of­
ficers, or irregularities in the conduct or 
control of the institution impairing its > 
usefulness; that, under those cireumstan- ' 
ces, ît is thé opinion of this House that 
it is not. in interests o' the institut! A

i or of the cotintry .that the injurious dis-
X ;


