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THE FAIR
IMPOSTOR.

CHAPTER XVIII.
A MODERN BONDAGE.

(Continued.)

D
ILIAN sat with lowered lidr, 
apparently listless almost to 
indifference ; but her heart 

beat fast, and she felt the dark eyes, 
as they glanced at her now and again, 
as if she saw them. '.

* Ah V cried Sir Talbot, suddenly. 
‘ How well you have caught the bend 
of the headl Wonderful! And a 
few touches only 1’

‘ Weak and impotent,’ said Dawson 
Slade, quietly. * It is kind of you to 
encourage me. My heart is .heavy 
with doubt and dread.’

‘Let me send for something to 
lighten it,’ said Sir Talbot, and he 
walked away.

The moment his back was turned 
Dawson Slade drew a small square of 
prepared cardboard from under the 
larger canvas, and with quick, bold 
dashes began to make a little sketch.

Sir Talbot came back, followed by 
a servant with a tray of wine, and the 
sketch was slipped aside, 
i * Miss Woodleigh needs stimulent 

more than I,’ he said, as Sir Talbot 
brought the wine forward ; but she 
refused it with a smile and a shake of 
the head.

On the salver the servant had 
brought several letters. Sir Talbot 
took them, and with an apology, 
walked down to the other end to 
read them. Dawson Slade took out 
his sketch, finished it, and laid it 
down beside him out of sight ; then 
he went on with the portrait. The 
picture was finished, even to the rose 
and the frill round the white throat; 
but the face looked Strangely incom
plete, for it wanted eyes.

He waited a moment, poising the 
tyayon ; then he said, quietly.

‘ Are you tired ?’
She looked up, but there was no 

life In the eyes ; the mask was upon 
her face. The crayon remained im 
movable.

• Not at all,’ she replied.
‘.I must be careful not to weary 

you,’ he said.
, ‘ It is in the bond that I am free 

when I please,’ she said.
‘ ‘ At a moment,’ he assented 

• Regard me as a slave to be dismiss
ed at a word or a look—a mere slave 

There "was a subtle significance in 
his voice. She looked up fixedly, 
then her eyes dropped «gain; but 
they were outlined on the canvas.

• We have abolished slavery so 
long ago,’ he went on, slowly, his 
words keeping time with the move
ment of his white hands, ‘ that we 
Have almost forgotten the full mean
ing of the word. It is difficult to 
realize, is it not ? A slave ! One whose 
life has passed out of his own keeping 
into the hands of another—to be 
made happy or wretched by the word 
or look of one who perhays regards 
him as a mere chattel—a machine—a 
block ! Thus it is to be a slave ! 
And yet they say that there are slaves 
yrho hug their chains and love their

Said “She had 
no Blood.”

Otrle with an unhealthy pasty 
look sure greatly to be pitied. The 
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accompanies this paleness, is a eu re 
sign of an unhealthy body with anae
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healthy girl has a fresh rosy com
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girls the blood Is weak and Impover
ished and the body anaemic.
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bondage ! Are grateful for a word or 
a look, cold though it may be, from 
their master or mistress ; aad have 
followed that master or mistress 
through throubleand sorrow, and even 
to death.’

His low, musical voice fell upon 
h:r ears soothingly—a faint touch of 
something that looked like self-pity 
sat upon his tips add shone in the 
dark eyes that dwelt dreamily on the 
canvas.

In silence she watched him, the 
strange fascination coming over her ; 
a vague, uneasy sense of some hidden 
meaning in his words forcing itself 
upon her.

•Yes,’ he said, ‘ we h?ve abolished 
bodily slavery, but’—and he turned 
to her with a strange smile in his 
eyes—* we are all slaves, nevertheless ; 
in bondage to something or somebody 
—some to an idea.’ Her hands 
tightened in their clasp, and a quick 
lo )k covered her face. ‘ To an idea,’ 
he repeated, looking at her dreamily, 
as if he were absorbed in his work.
‘ Some to a rash vow. ’

With a sudden movement she turn
ed her head from the light. He 
paused as if she had thrown him out, 
and, as if by an effort, she resumed 
her former position.

‘ Thanks,’ he murmured. 11 do 
not tire you ? Some by a rash vow 
which, uttered in a hasty montent, 
may hold them fast in a lifelong chain; 
and some are slaves to a passion 
which, strive how they may, holds 
them in a stern grip, which never 
relaxes night nor day. Yes, of a | 
the slavery there be, that is the most 
complete and full. He is the bond 
servant of the sternest, hardest tyrant 
on earth ; his name—but this is too 
bad I I am trespassing on your good 
nature ! You granted me permission 
to paint, and I have taken to moraliz
ing. Forgive me !’

With a slight bend of the head she 
forced her lips into a smile.

•Pray go oft,’ dropped from her 
lips.

* I was going to say,’ he continued, 
'eaning back for a moment to survey 
his work.and mix more color, his eyes 
«lancing from the palette to her face 
musingly, ' that the name of this 
tyrant is Unrequited Love. He is 
the hardest of all taskmaster, and the

slave who has once felt his whip 
carries the mark to the grave. I once 
met with such a slave—but I weary 
you,’ he broke off, with a deprecatory 
wave of his white hand.

; She raised her eyes, and looked at 
him as if awakened from a trance.

* No,’ she said, in a low voice. 
' You once met—’

‘ With just such a slave. He was 
a man who you would have (bought 
had won his freedom if any mao had ; 
the least likely person in all the wide 
world to fall into such a bondage. He 
had laughed at chains, and scoffed at 
servitude—a very rover, reckless and 
free from a thought or care. Out 
day—I am a bad story-teller, Miss 
Woodleigh : it will never be my for
tune to hold a group of children 
spellbound with "a fairy tale—but this 
isn’t a fairy tale ; this Is all true, as 
those same children would say—one 
day this mao tnet with what he pleas 
ed to call his fate. Poor artist as ] 
am, I could paint the face he des 
cribed to me better than porlray it in 
words. Suffice it that it was a very 
beautiful one. Poor fellow ! it wa> 
the most beautiful in all the world v, 
him. I remember that she had dark 
lustrous eyes that would hide beneath 
long lashes one moment, and then 
shine out with a glorious light—pray.

Itching Piles 
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Despaired of ever getting relief «inti 
cure come 3 years ago with use of 
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Mr. John Johnson, Cawley, Alta 
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of blind, itching piles of twenty sevei 
vears standing by using Dr. Chase ’ 
Oiutment. I used to think that deal! 
would be the only relief I could eve 
get from the terrible misery of piles 

Chase’s Ointment is worth six 
ty dollars a box instead of sixty cent!
I am a different man since using it. 
am farming all the time now and neve 
’nl88, * ‘fay- Words fall to express "in 
gratitude for the eure this Ointmen 
made for me. I cannot tell half a 
much about it as it deserves. An' 
one doubting this can write direct t. -no."

Do not accept au imitation or substi 
lute in place of Dr. Chase’s Ointmenl 
for there has yet to be discovered i 
treatment which so promptly gives re 
bef from itching and so thorough)' 
cures every form of piles. 60 cents a 
box, at all dealers, or Edmanson, TSatet 
& Co., Toronto. Write for a free conx 
"f Dr. Chase’a Recipes.

pray do not move, I implore you ! 
Thanks !—and this goddess of his— 
for she was more goddess than mis
tress—had a great wealth of hair, soft 
and shimmering as silk, and with 
these eyes and this hair she caught 
his soul—all unwittingly — as some 
poor fly is caught in a silken web. 
Day by day, though it was never 
his fortune to exchange a single word 
or a look—for though he fed his love 
by looking at her, she never seemed 
to see him—he knelt at her shrine 
and drank of the mystic draught 
which, when once a*man has tasted, 
robs him of his freedom forever, and 
makes him a slave, and this, my poor 
friend, became —a slave ! Realize it! 
—the glare of light from this window 
annoys you. Let me move you chair,’ 
he broke off with, and rising, he put 
his hand on the chair ; but with a 
slight gesture she declined, and shad- 
ed*her eyes with her hand.

* A slave, sold body and soul ! sold 
for a price—for, remember, she was 
scarcely conscious of his existence, 
and was certainly quite unaware of 
the thing which had fal’en into her 
hands. And so it went on. Day and 
night the chains grew thicker and 
more unbreakable. He worked at 
them himself, ah, and hugged them 
when he had made them ; and, 
stranger than all, the slave was hap
pier in his state of bondage than ever 
he had been when he had roved care
less and free. So it went on until 
the longing to make know his slavery 
—to lay it, as it were, as an offering 
at his mistress’ feet—grew too intol
erable to be borne. He waited for 
an opportunity ; none came. At last 
he made one.

To brf continued.
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Literature,

attractive cloth binding, each 100 
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dia, and footnotes* 15 cents each, 17 
cents postpaid.

No. 1. Selections from Tennyson’s 
Poems.

No. 2. Select Comedies from 
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American Grass Hooks —
Scythe Shape.

Patent Snaiths, Scy the Stones, 
Hay Rakes, Hay Forks.
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Send for Price List.
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