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ernment in the Northwest Territories, | touch of halfbreeds and savages driven
are wholly untit to discharge the import- | to despair by misgovernment, snd by
asnt duties that devolve upon them, and [the acte of incompotent and dishonest.

that these men ought to have been dis- | Government officials.”

¢Lét ¢ commissioner be
missed from their positions by this Gov- | Mr, Jackson, s member of the North-|a 00_“- of Parliswent, and I pledge
oare The | west Council, a lifelong Conservative, a | myself to show to the
ith in Commis- | ;nan who boasts that he has been an un- | minion such s picture of

ernment many, many years ago,
1 Sir, ‘nvo uz l{
sioner

wdney, they have faith in but | qwerving and faithtul su

rter of the

few of the officials in the Northwest| Firat Mnister of this Dominion for a

Territories, but none in Commissioner
Dewdney, they know him too well, they
have been deceived by him teo often.
He has been charged, and correctly
charged, with being domiuneering, arro-
gant, nical, unfair, untruthful in
his dealings with the Indiansr With
such a commissioner, and with a similar
c'ass of officiale, we could expect nothing
e'se than udeasiness, dissatisfaction,
discontent, and ultimately rebellion in
the Northwest Territories. The charges
T have made against the Administration
and the officials of the Administration in
the Northwest Territeries, I propose to
establish out of the blue books submiited

‘%) Parliament and by the testimcny of 9

independent men, and of journals sup-
porting this Administration. The Win-
nipeg Times, an organ of hon. gentle-
men epposite, a Conservate paper, pub-
lished in the city of Winnipeg, thus
describes Lieutenant-Governor Dewd-
ney :—

“But the dross of geld is not Mr.
Dawdney's god. He is eminently a
philsnthropist. His delight is to ad-
vance the interests of the savage and
promote the welfare of the more wretch-
ed white man under his sceptre. For
example, when Long Ledge, chief of the
Assiniboines, who were camping last
summer near Indian Head, complained
that the contractor's bacon, costing the
Oanadian taxpayers nineteen cents
pound, was not suitable to the Indian

te, the Indian feeding always om
ffalo meat ; when Long Longe offered

to sceept half a pound eof steer beef,
costing & York shilling s pound dead
weight, in place of a pound of bacon was
“hurting his ple because it was not
their food,” Eo Dewdney fisaid “the
Indians should eat the bacon or die, and
be d——d te them.” This was not said
in haste, but at his honer’s leisure. He
did not -L't becausa his friend the con-
whe happened to be in aland
syndicate with him, had 90,000 pounds
of that bacon to dispose of, but because
bhe wished to indoctrinate the savage
with tastes of the average white

Mr. Dewdney, let Piapot wit-

is the Indian’s friend. To the
whiteman also he sets a noble example.
He teaches the raw settler a new code of
morals. He shows him by pmt and
example that in these devene days
it is not necessary for 8 man holding a
trust mot to abuse it. He illustrates in
his his own walk and life the modern
principles that every man should fight
for his own wallet. He is, in this great
country, the most signal exemplar of the
science of how to gel along regardless of
the means or methods of locomotion,
Mr. Dewdney, therefore, deserves well
at our hands and at the Indians of these
Territories. It would hardly be appro-
priate to present him with a homestead,
for he had several, also pre-emptions in
abundance. Monev would also be out
place, inasmuch as while Sir Leonard has
a surplus and Sir John remains in power,
he will not want. Could anything be
more appropriate than to present him
with a petition to leave, to get out, to
go elsewhere and teach other Indians
and other whitemen the ethics of grab,
greed and shamelessness which he has
introduced here ?”
That extract, sir, is from a paper pub-
lished in the interests of the Govern-
ment, and was published three years
ago, and up to this hour this Indian
Commissioner, su described by an organ
of the Government, still retains his
place s Commissioner of Indian Affairs
10 the Northwest Territories. The Ot-
tawa Sun, another paper not unfriendly
to this Administration, speaking of the
officials in the Northwest, says :

““The country has been cursed with an
unscrupulous and tyrannical officialdom,
and to this cause may be traced the
origin of the present trouble. Officials
were selected purely from political rea-
sons, withont, regard to fitness, or, in
many cases, character. And the last
thing to be considered has been the
wishes or interests of the settlers, who
have no representative in Parliament,
and no recourse against the tyranny of
these officials. Almost every official
made it his business to get rich by specu-
ting in the lands which the interests of
the country required should be adminis-
tered in the interest of the actual set-
tler. Land agents have been in part-
nership with claim-jumpers, and used
their advantages to rcb honest settlers
by treacherous techinicalities for the
benefit of the land sharks. Junius tells
us something about public men who sud-
denly became rich, which may be pro-
B«rly applied to Lieutenant-Governor

ewdney. That, gentleman, when he
came to Ottawa in 1872, was practically
a pauper. Today he is a wealthy man.
He did not save his wealth out of his
salary. When he personally drove oft

. the settlers from the county of Kent,

who had gone in under very great diffi-
culties at a trying season of the year,
built houses, and started to break land
for cultivation—when he insulted men
who went in mistaken confidence to him
for protection against the outrage per-
petrated by Major Bell—he was at the
time, it is nl!eged,. in receipt of a present

of $10,000 in the stock of the Bell Farm- | says that ‘laws were enacted which could | gjayen months there were twenty-one

ing Company. ’

Now, you must bear in mind, Mr.
Speaker, that this Commissioner Dewd-
ney, so described by two organs of the
Government, is the official who Hhas
had charge of them for a series of years.
The attention of the Government has

per ! Governor,

period of twenty-five ,in &
delivered b’th him :;uk 'Apr}ko in Jan-
oary last, thus s o eu t-
Gov,omor Dewdney and the ommn of
the Northwest Territory :
““Everything is quist, there is no dan-
ger. 1 say that if tie Indian agents were
not in a position then tell what was the
state of the Indian mind at that time,
then they were unfit for the position
they held ; and a stronger argument that
the chief of the Department was not,
fitted for his poat I do not want than that
he aliowed his Indian agents to persuade
him that everything was peaceable and
uiet, while the whole thing was a seeth-
ing volcano, ready to burst forth at any
moment, and Mr. Dewdnay was the on-
ly innocent man in the couuntry. That
shows that things in the Indian Depart-
ment are rotten to the cere, and should
be weeded out. (Hear, hear.) Had he
exercised his proper functions, and done
what was expected him, the Govern:
ment would have been induced, because
of the gravity of the situation, to deal
with the matter, and thus heve averted
this great rebellion. He failed to do
that ; and if the Government care any-
thing at all for the feelings of the people
of this country, .they | saweep awa
that which is rotten and despicable, an
lace an honest man, who will falfil his
Suﬁu, in the position of Lieutenant-
Cheers.) 1 have shown
you that he had neglected his duties, and
prostituted his position as Indian Oom-
missioner ; that he has allowed people to
starve to death. I can shew you that he
said at Qu’'Appelle station that the ln-
dians of the morth might give trouble,
but that he felt sure Indians of Treaty
No. 4 would give no trouble to the uov-
erpment, If that is the fact, and if he
allowed men, women and children to go
to their death without a warning, that

man was befere the
(Loud chkeers.) Geotlemen, these are
all facts. At session of iament,

I think 1882-83, or 1883-84, when Sir
John Macdonald, whom 1 have followed
for twenty-fiva years, and who has al-
ways found me an active -npgortor. got
up in_his place as Premier of the Domin-
ion, and said that Mr. Dewdney was
one of the best appointments he ever
made. T confess it completely knecked
the wind out of me. ‘Leugbter.)” °
I de not wonder that it knocked the
wind, out of this member of the North-
West Ceuncil.. The extracts I haye read
from the organs of the Governmezt, and
the revelations I shall make before I re-
sume my seat, tegether with the state-
ment made by the First Minister with
respect to Lieutenant-Governor Dew-
dney, will preve enough to knock the
wind outeno; ;n ene. “B?M Mail news-
per of ry, 1886, reports an
?:mviow which the correspondent of
that had with a person by the
name of Mr. James Grier, who lives in
the ueighborhood of Old Man's River,
and was a fermer resident of the couaty
of Grey and had been reeve of the town-
ship in which he resided for 156 years.
Mr. James Grier says, on this subject:
“‘ Anether great grievance in the North-
West is the importation of carpet-bag-
ers to fill efficial positions. This is not,
owever, so seriousiy felt now as it been.
But on all sides but one opinien is ex-
preased —that the North-West new has
men capable of filling the offices; and
that they should be chesen, all other
things being equal, for the vacancies
that occur.””
Let me now give the opinion ef clergy-
men :
“*At the Presbytery meeting at Bran-
don, Manitoba, Rev. Mr. Cameron, who
spent many years among the Indians
about Battleford, contended that *‘ In-
dian uprising was in a great measure due
to the character of the instructors and
agents appointed by the Government.
If the Government officials had been the
right kind of men the uprising would
never have taken place. In many cases
their treatment of the Indians was cal-
culated to have a most injurious effect—
some of them treating the Indians like
dogs—never speaking to them without
an oath, and paying no regard whatever
to their word." The rev. gentleman re-
marked that it would spoil good Indians
to make them like some of the Indian
Department officials who are over them,
and supposed to be civilising them. Mcr.
Cameron'’s statements were confirmed by
Rev. Messrs. Robertson, Flett, and oth-
er Indian missionaries, who maintained
that the Indian revolt was in a great
measure due to the character of the
Government officials sent amongst
them,”
I say that is an extraordinary condition
of affairs. Those people are on the spet
sad know whereof they speak, and so
knowing whereof they speak, they so de-
scribed the officials sent by this Govern-
ment to administer Indian affairs in the
Northwest. Mr. McDuugall, one of the
Methodist missionaries, who devoted his
life te the service of elevating,educating,
civilising and christianising the Indians,
thus speaks of the officials :
‘‘Mr. McDougall points eut the great
difficulty of governing from Ottawa, and

not be enforced ; furthermore simply unfit
men were appointed to office without any
knowledge of the nature of the work ex-
pected of them, the Indians and the
country, and Government having to run
the risk in the meantime of being ex-
perimented upon.’”

fact. |1 say the Government and the

of this Do-

make them wonder how it is that rebel-
lion did not break out years ago. Had

tors and other pa
over them, w
age.”

Archbishop Tache, in his wmanifeste,
speaking of the Indian troubles, ssys :
“‘There were some well qualified men,
but important posts were assigned to
men totally unqualified for the position,
while other persons perfectly apt have
been dismissed or left aside because tem,
fifteen, or twenty years before they were
political opponents.”

Mr, Jackson, in his speech at Qu'AlTollo,
from which I have just quoted, said :

' “A white man never believes in him.
The Indian thinks of him as & man who
does not tell the truth today, but might
tomorrow ; but that tomorrow never
comes. (Laughter,)”

The Winnipeg Times, speaking of Lieut-
enant-Governor Dewdney, said :

“For the first time in the history of
the British nation the representative of
the Queen is known to the savage asa
liar.”

Such are the opinions of the friends of
of hon. gentlemen opposite ; such are the
opinions of the press sup ng hon.
gentlemen opposite, as to the charscter
of the officials appointed by this Govern-
ment to administer Indian affairs in the
Northwest, from Lieutenant-Governor
Dewdney dewn to the farm instructors
appoiated by this Administration, 1 eay
it is » marvel to me, not that the Indians
teok up arms against the sovereign power
of this ceuntry, but the marvel to me is
that long years ago the Indians did mot
protest in the only way known to them
againat the miscenduct, maladministra-
tion, i-agcity and culpable neglect of
this Administration. I go still fm

bave been ki

appointed by this Government have not
only broken faith with the Indians, bat
many of the officials in the Nerthwest
Territories have debased and degraded
the Indian character, until now, Sir,
there is nething left but the bare memory
of what was once the noble red man of
the plaine. An organ of the Govern-
ment, three years ago, called public at-
tention to the fact that one of the agents
of this Administration was livi enh.
the

reserve, beneath the shadow o
Methodist mission, in sdultery with
two youmsg squaws. e Government

were aware of it, but the Government
never moved, never enquired, never in-
vestigated, and up to this hour, this un-
wortky tative of Ottawa official-
dom administers Indian affairs in that
particular locality. A young English-
man, unfit to do anything in his native
oountry, was shipped off te Oanada, con-
signed to the care of the First Minister
of this Dominion. ' He was provided for
in the Indian servite of the Northwest
Territories, and he has been living there
for three or four years revelling in the
sensual enjoyments of a western harem,
plentifully supplied with select cullings
from the western prairie flowers. We
send missienaries of the Crees to the
Northwest to educate ard elevate, to
civilise and christianise the Indians. We
send missionaries, official missionaries,
to the Northwest Territories to humil-
iate, to lower, to degrade and debase
the virgin davghters of the wards of the
nation, and yet we find people express-
ing their surprise and astonishment that
the Indians do not take kindly to the
ways of modern civilisation, and that
after the munificent donations which
Parliament votes every year to feed,
clothe and keep in comfort the wild In-
dians of the plains, they are still dissatis-
fied, still discontended, still rebellicus.
I say again that to my mind the marvel
is that years ago the Indians did not use
the tomahawk and scalping kunife snd
clean out of the Northwest Territories the
lazy, indolent, incompetent and immoral
class of officials who have been appoint-
ed by this Administration te administer
Indian affairs in the Northwest Territo-
ries. The statements I make may be
considered somewhat extravagant, but I
shall prove every one of them before I
resume my neat by official documents
submitted by this Government to this
Parliament, and a mass of independent
testimony that, to my mind, is simply
overwhelming. If you refer to one of
the reports of ene of the Departments
brought down last year, you will find
that 46 per cent of one class of officials
in the Northwest were under medical
treatment for a peculiar kind of disease
in one year, That you will admit, is an
extraordinary showing for a class of men
paid by the’ people of this country to
control, manage and set an example to
the Indians ef the Northwest Territories.
Sir, that report speaks in unmistakable
terms of the cendition of those guardians
of public peace and public morals. At
one station it points out that there were
fifty-eight cases in one year ; at another
station there were forty seven cases un-
der medical treatment in ten montha ; at
a third station there in seven months
seventy-four cases under medical treat-
ment ; at a fourth station in 1884 there
were sixty cases undetr medical treat-
ment, In a division of the force in

cases, and the aggregate showws that
there were at least 45 per cent. of this
class of officials in the Northwest Terri-
tories who were suffering from this class
of disease. The Mail newspaper, to
which I suppose hon, gentlemen will not
object as a witness in this part of the

our sohwols ; and
Sold to men for from $10 te $20 ? Where
nted or |are the children {
reserves !

women themselves ? 'R‘oy are prostitutes
sround the towns. Stop the|years. A. McKay. an
Grand Rapids, in his
the inspector

» .ns
fosta as will | A0 O aian pirls (o white mem, and

another great step is teken.”
not the Indians been restrained by the | Now, Sir,
priests and ministers, the farm instruc- | fal, thinking
paliticians appointed | this js an oxu‘dln:lrnoonditio:ohbin
long | This missionary t
children from the mission schools
absorbed into this population for th
vileat and most unho'l purposes. Mr.
McDougall, who is the
whom T have alluded, in the same inter-
view when asked to explaiu the truecon-
dition of affairs, said :

H hvnuoOl‘rh, former!, l-o-‘l&hlltlmhnbm taught in | Parliament or elsewhere. I
ber of the Northwest Gouneil, Ho pro-| ; M%wu Department

Run about the
wearing nln‘wm

I say that @ calm, thought-
,nu v'm, conclude _tha

us that the very
are
the

missionary to

¢He urges a change, and the Indians

given a fair chance ; he wants the Gov-
ernment’s Indian policy—to make the
Iudian a responsible citizen—oarried out
in its true spirit. To do this he asks for
employees of the Indian Department

who will be true to their country if not

to their God, who will refrain from

licentiousness, blasphemy, drunkenness,

and lazineas, who will have force of char-
scter enough to command general re-
spect, and who will by precept and ex-

smple teack the Indisns industry, thrift
.mf obedience to the law.”

The Mail nonmpu of the 2nd of Feb-
ruary, 1886, publishes an interview with
Mr. James Griew, to whom I have alrea-
slluded, in which the fellowing occurs :

*“Then the conversstion drifted back
to the Indians, and I asked him if he
knew of any frauds that had been com-
mitted on them, He answered : ‘I know
any amount of corruption exists in the
Indian Department, and I know that
many of the officials have one squaw or
two. This is a matter of publie noto-
riety’ ”
I ask you, after having heard this evi-
dence, whether I am not smply justified
in the chargé I have made against this
Government, that they npg)inud to
positions of public trust in the North-
:‘d Territories, lro.:d among tlfnlllr army
carpet- ers camp followers,
some of '.:0“ mest unfit men that ever
occupied public itions. I say this
eondition of is well knowa to the
Gevernment, and has been - well known
te the Government for & number of
years, Isaythatitisa oon-
dition of affairs to exist in any country,
and a disgrace to the Goevernment
would tolerate it for one hour. I say
that they have mot only been guilty of
sending this class of people to the North-
west Territorrier, but they have been
guilty of breaking faith with the Indians.
The solemn cevenants entered into with
the Indians have been shamefully, open-
ly, persistently and systematically broken
y this Gevernment. The confidence
which the Indian usually has in the
Severeign of this Deminion, has been
shaken. He can no longer rely en the
faith of the Crown, and the result has
been a rebellion in the Northwest Terri-
tories, in which the Indisns took no un-
important part, and the result is that
;J:y I solemnly believe, from the testi-
mony that comes from the Northwest,
that this Dominion is standing on the
brink of a volcano,which may burst forth
st any mement. The evidence upon
this point of broken faith, violated trea-
ties, unfulfilled obligations is so clear
that it is almost unnecessary te discuss
it. But in order that the matter may
be put beyond peradventure, I prepose
to establish it out of the blue books sab-
mitted to this Parliament during the
last four or five years ; I propose to
prove it by the testimony ef the Jrgans
and friends of hon. gentlemen opposite.
The Mail news r of the 13th Jan-
uary, 1886, publishes another interview
with the Rev. Mr. McDougall, the mis-
sionary from Methodist church to the
Stoney Indians near Oalgary. In that
interview Mr. McDougall says :

“The ‘Government is false to the trea-
ty, the white men have lied to us, we
are deceived,’ the Indians sail, and it
required the services of loyal old-timers
to point eut to them why, through un-
avoidable delays, lack of speedy trans-
port, &c., the obligatiors of the Gevern-
ment were sometimes unfulfilled. But
Mr. McDougall says: ‘We could not
find, nor did we try to find, any excuse
for the promises made but not fulfilled,
for the cut-throat policy often exhibited
and sometimes enforced by officials of
the Indian Department, for the shame-
ful and immoral liyes of many of the
employees of the same. Some of these
were a disgrace to the lowest barbarism,
let alone civilisatien. Nor how could
we, when earnestly trying to teach In-
dians habits of industry and thrift, be
expected to excuse the laziness and in-
competency of many sent into the coun-
try to teach the wards of the Govern-
ment those lessons we have been working
for them te acquire for some years.
Moreover, could we be blamed when we
felt strongly that something was wroug
in the system which allowed such men
in its branch of the service. The incon-
sistency has oftentimes appeared appear-
ed to us very glaring when we looked at
a department claiming to have a certain
object in view, set aside by the country
at large, whose servant it is to obtain
this ebject, and yet within its own grasp
and power doing those things and adopt-
ing those methods which are defeating
their object.’ ”

The Res. Father Scollen, a missionary
friut for twenty-four years among the
ndians of the Northwest Territories,
and now, or at all events recently, in the
service of this Administration, speaks as
follows of the treatment of the Indians
by the Government : —
“That the halfbreed rising had not
necessarily been the cause of the Indian

been drawn to the conduct of this man, [ Hon. Lawrence Clarke, at one time a | discussion—the Mail newspaper of the |rising, from the fact that the Indians had
to the actions of this man, yef up to | member of the Northwest Council, thus|30th of January, 1886, publishes an in- [ been prepared to rise long before the
this honr the first step has not been taken |8peaks of the class of men who were sent | terview with one of the missionaries em- | halfbreeds had made any movement at
to remedy the wrong that is alleged to | bY this Government to administer Indian | ployed by one of the luading churches [all. They had been prepared to take the

have been perpetrated by -him. The
Farmers’ Union, a body of respectable

men in the Northwest, thus speaks of [farm instructors over the Indians, who |8aid :

the character of the officials this Admin-
istration gent to the Northwest to ad-
minister Indian affairs in that region:
“We point with a sorrowful pride to
fact that whilst we are trying to secure
consideration and justice our sons and

brothers have left their farms to grow to | brutal wretches such as I have méntion- | f,und ; and don’t employ a man because

weeds while they are away in the North-
west Territory, risking and laying down
their lives like loyal sons of Canada to
defend the supremacy of the flag of our

affairs ;
‘‘Bratal ruoffians were appointed as

maltreated the poor people in the most
brutal manner, answering ithem with
kicks and blows, accompanied with show-
ers of profanity and disgusting epithets ;
of the farm instructors killed iy the In-
diansg two were universally known to be

ed, and the priests lost their lives in at-
tempting to save them from the pent-up
wrath of the savages,”

Mr. Mitchell.

forefathers from the contaminating

Mr. Cameron (Huron). That of the

of the Dominion, to civilise and christ-
anise the Indians. That missionary

“But what we want in our reserves
are married men as employees, and a few
hundreds dollars expended in putting
up houses for them would pay in the
end. And, let me say, get Christian
men : thank God there are such to be

some influential man down east wants to
get a situation for him. Again, put a
stop to whitemen living with Indian

first opportunity no matter what it was.
If any other parties had got into tronbie
with the Government, or caused the
Government trouble, the Indians would
have taken advantage of that just as they
did the halfbreed rising. They had
known, and they know today, that they
could not fight the white man, hence
they had been watching an opportunity.
One cause for dissatisfaction among the
Indians had been the fact that the treaties
had not been carried out on the part of
the Government agents."”

to them.

Whoee report is that | women unless they are lawfully married | Such is the testimony of two men whose
Where are the young girls of 'evidence cannot be controverted in this ' tractors before taking the step.”

promises and violated treaties have char-
the | acterised the d-linr of the Government
ans fo

¢ [quire, and that they were u

that |and that they have broken out into re-

r » long number of

Tudian agent at
report states that
Indian agencies promised
to supply them with all they mighl‘hr:;

with the Indi

tleman to make their demands on the
Enmt for the ssme, which they did,

but they were not complied with. Mr.
lbOoll:’i of Indian agencies 1n
the Northwest, writing of the Swan
Lake bands, says that waggons were pro-
mised them, and that be is ap o:;l:i:
of wmerious consequences uness

claims are recognized. Mr. ‘McDonsld,
an Indian agent under Treaty No. 4,
publishes a letter from Poundmaker, in
which Poundmaker uses the following
“Jt is Poundmaker who gnka the
liberty of sending you & few lines. e

last summer, but in vain.” .
These had been promiud to the Indian
chief by Commusioner Dewdney, twelve
months before this complaint was e ;
but up to that hour the pledges of the
COrown, made by Commissioner Dewd-
ney, had not been fiulfilled. Puund.-
maker says farther : A
“Let me have the 22 oxen you promu)q r
ed for my band.”

J. McRae, an Indian agent at Carletq
speaking of the Okenasis band—and
'ompkins corroborates the statemer
says that Inspectcr Wadsworth prom!
him a large lumber waggon last fall, p
he did not getit. G. McPherson,
dian agent, says :

““The olothing for the chiefs and cot
cillors was good, except the trousers and
shirts, which were inferior and worn out
in three or four days.”

Now, I ask you, Mr. Speaker, is not that
an extraordinary cendition of affairs? If
you refer to the accounts of the cuntrac-
tors for supplies to the Indians, you will
find that they were beund to supply ar-
ticles of a reasonably fair quality. In-
stead of so doing they supplied the In-
dian chiefs ard the Indian councillors
with an article that lasted them but three
days ; and yet we are surprised that the
Indians are dissatisfied and discontented,

volt, as thc{vmny break out into revolt
again. J. W. Herchmer, Indian agent,
speaking of the Saltesux band under
South Quill, says:
*‘Hunting having failed in their neigh-
borhood, the band have been obliged to
sell most of their horses to buy supplies,
snd are now miserably poor.”
Miserably poor ! With the munificent
donation voted by Parliament, and ex-
nded last year, of some $1,109,000.
g;iunbly poor! And why? Because
this Government pegligently and care-
lessly permit their contracturs to supply
these Indians with an article of wearing
apparel that lasts the Indians only three
days. A. McKay, Indian agent, says of
the Indians on Che-ma-wha-win re-
serve:

““The harrows and ploughs were lying
partly buried in mud and weeds in dif-
ferent places. Some of them have never
been used or put together yet, and are
spoiling for want of care.”

We have an army of officials in the
Northwest; we have Indian sgents, sub-
Indian agents,farm instructors, all kinds
and classes of wen there to look after
the interests of the Indians; and yet we
find that so little sttention was paid te
those supplies that they were dumped off
in the mud and filth, and left there to
rot. And we are surprised and astound-
ed that the Indian is not satisfied with
with the attention he receives. Mr. Mc-
Coll, the Inspector of Agencies, says :

“T also notice in the same records that
nearly all the bands within this agency
have received more axes than they were
entitled to under the treaty, and that
only two or three bands have received
their complement of hoes, spades and
scythes, notwithstanding the representa-
tion made to the contrary to the Depart-
ment as well as to the Indians in rfere-
ence to this matter.”

““Notwithstanding the representations
made to the contrary, to the Department
as well as to the Indians in reference to
this matter.” In other words, our agents
in the Northwest, in charge of the In-
dian Department, were s0 indolent, so
lazy, so indifferent and 8o careless, that
they delivered to some bands of Indians
far more of one class of tools and imple-
ments than were required, while to oth-
ers they gave none.at all. ' The same in-
spector further reports :

““The potatoes and barley received last
spring were half rotten.”

New, 1 ask the Acting Minister of In-
dian Affairs if his attention was ever
drawn to that report ?  Is that the kind
of treatment we ought to mete out to
the wards of the nation, to the men with
whom, above all things, we are in honor
bound to deal squarely aod honestly ?
We pay for these things, and we supply
them, but when they reach the Indians
they are wholly unfit for use. Thesame
inspector again says :

““That the councillor complains that
the qulht; of the hats, trowsers and
shoes received by him were inferior.”

He further reports that John Harcus,
one of the councillors of the Cumber-
land band, complains that the agricultu-
ral implements forwarded by the Depart-
ment for their use were refused to them.
We were under obligations, we were in
honor bound to give the Indians these
things; they were bought and paid for,
yet when they reached their destination,
some wise agent of the Administration
would not hand them over to the In-
dians. Was an enquiry made into this §
In so far as I am able to gather from the
reports, none was made. C. E. Deuny,
another Indian agent, speaking of the
breach of contract by the contructor,
says :—

‘T sent a messenger to Fort Benton

to I G. Baker & Co., informing that
flour was needed, and to ship at once. I
had on two occasions to purchase cattle
from others than the contractors, as they
failed to keep me supplied, and beef
would have run out on the Blackfeet and
other reserves had 1 not done so, I had
to pay half price, and notified the con-
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Mistowasis band :
“They compl‘inr.d that M‘ﬂ not

treas Your Honor to send him the grist | ot treaty pigs, sod wm o, A
:nnill :id: “l:ono power you kindly pre- gend- that Iﬁi owasis and 'h“hko-
sented him at Cypress. We expected it | koops get them.

Mr. Wadsworth says of the Bob Tail

band :
«They complain that ‘still due them,
under t!ﬂ(y, acowand a bull”

And farther: ‘
“The Ermine Skin band complain of
the want of a mower and some carts,”
These are not the only complaints that
the Indians have been making fora num-
ber of years. We promised, and were
under obligations to supply the Indisns,
iust fresh from the plaine from which the
tnﬂ‘do bad din'ppuud, with freah beef.
But instead of fresh beef we supplied
them with salt pork, though we cvuld
fresh beef at from 8 to 15 centaa Ib.,
and had to pay for the pork, some of
which was rusted at that, from 20 ¢o 26
cents a pound. The table I submit,
culled from the vouchers in the Indisn
department, shows the following rades :
“At Fort Mcllnods.hi:.:ﬁi :.‘
was worth per lb. :
in 1883-4 bop:f was worth 1b. 1dje,
and bacon 2340 ; in 1884-56 besf )50 and
bacon 18¢ per 1b.  In the Saskatchewan
district in 1882-3 beef was worth 150 and
bacon 20¢ ; in 1883-4 beef 20c and bason
22}c perlb. At Battleford in 18832-3 beel
wss worth 12jc and bacon 23¢; and
1883 4 beef 17c and bacon 20c. Ia Qal-
gary in 1882-3 beef '“m.! and ba-
oon 214 ; and in 1883-4 beef 14jcand
bacon 244c per 1b.”

And this, slthough the ment
was made aware of the fact by its agent,
Mr. Herchmer, in his report for 1883
Mr. Herchmer there says :

A great deal of sickness bas visited
them lately, caused by the want of fresh
meat. The Indians under, treaty 4, re-
ceived in 1884-5 $15,200.98 of
apork, and $1,288.45 worth of beef, al-
theugh it is known that beef is life to the
Indian; while salt pork is disease and
death te him.”

This bountitul, humane and attentive
government, whose duty it was to look
after the interest of the Indians, supplied
them with twelve pounds of disease and
death to one pound of life And
this, although the reports of the De-~
partment are litorally teaming with
warnings to and remonetrances against
the Government for the inhuman treat-
ment the Indians reccived at their
hands, by supplying them with pork in-
stead of fresh meat. Agent Herchmer,
in his report dated 24th July, 1884!
speaking of the types of disease among
the Indians, says :

“To these might be added, I think,
the sudden change from fresh meat on
the prairies to flour and bacoa 1n compar-
ative continement.”

And again on page 61 he says :

““At Oak River eleven men have died
out of 88 heads of families, and seventieen
children under three years old. This is
very distressing and is hard to account
for—the change of diet owing to the fail-
ure of hunting, and scrotula, being prob-
ably the cause.”

It is very distressing, the agent pa-
thetically remarks, while all the time
these agents were doing what they knew
they ought net to have done, namely,
supplying these men with salt pork at
20 to 26 cents per lb, when they could
have had fresh meat at from 8§ to 150
per 1b. Mr. Magnus Begg, Indian agent,
in his roport dated 28 July, 1885, says:

‘‘During the month of April there was
considerable sickness on the Stoney re-
serve, an it was thought favorable to is-
sue beef, which was dome, and with satis-
factory results.”

In other words, we fed the Indians on
salt pork until they became sick unto
death, and then we fed them on fresh
beef to restore them to health again.
Has the Gouvernment of this country,
has the Commissioner of lndisn Affairs
in the North-West Territory not consid-
ered that an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure, that it would be
better to feed the Indian on fresh beef
;q prevofnt ‘limimboef' rather than to feed

im on fres to effect a ow

cially as fresh meat can be punm
salt pork. The reports, with few excep-
tions, of the agents of the Department
for the last four or five years, show there
have been constant complaints made to
the head of this Department of the inhu-
man treatment received by the Indians
at the hands of the officials of this Gov-
ernment. These complaints have been
renewed from yeer to year; those com-
plaints have not been "investigated. I
charge that this Government, although
these complaints have been mdo“g!
their own agentss have not invest

them, and where the truth of the char-
ges was brought home to the agents of
the Department, these agents have not
been dismissed as thay should have been.
Mr.' Wadsworth, the Superintendent of
Indian affairs, in -his report for 1882.
speaking of the Riviere qui Barre In-
dians, says :

‘“The flour and bacon received as sup-
plies was bad, and the flour received by

the Indians at Battleford, had become
lumpy.”

Mr. Wadsworth, in his report for 1883,
speaking of the Indiams in the Sekas-
koots reserve, says ;

‘‘The flour received by those Indiars
only averaged 93 pounds per sack,”
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