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SESSIONAL NOTES.

When the orders of the day 
were called on Tuesday 
March 29, the Leader of the 
Government moved the order 
for the third reading of the 
cold storage bill. The Lead
er of the Opposition called 
attention to the fact that the 
order referred to by the 
Premier was not on the order 
paper at all. The point was 
debated by the Premier, and 
Leader of the Opposition, Mr 
Wyatt, and Mr. Cummiskey. 
Mr. Speaker reserved his de 
cision on the point, and on 
motion Mr. Mathieson re
sumed the debate on his 
amendment to the motion for 
the third reading of the bill. 
The true theory of Govern
ment said he is that the Leg
islature is supreme in all 
matters relating to finances. 
With so many safeguards was 
this principle hedged round, 
tfiat requests for the expendi
ture of public money had to 
be twice pronounced upon by 
the House. First by a reso 
lution introduced after the 
recommendation of the Crown 
had been obtained. If this 
double permission were not 
required, the provisions for 
the public revenue, known as 
supply could be authorized 
by simply passing the supply 
bill, in the same manner as 
any ordinary act. It is well 
known that this is not the 
course followed in the matter 
of supply. In the first place, 
the assent of the Crown is ex
pressed in the transmission of 
the estimates of expenditure ; 
next a resolution is put 
through the House, authoriz 
ing that a supply be granted 
to his Majesty, then the mo
tion to go into committee of 
supply is made, going rise to 
the budget debate. The 
Leader of the Opposition con
tended that the bill before 
the House should have been 
introduced in the same 
manner as the supply bill. 
He argued at length, and 
quoted numerous authorities 
to back up his contention. 
The bill was defective, he 
pointed out, on the grounds 
he had taken, and the defects 
in it cannot be cured. The 
only remedy is to commence 
over again.

Mr. Wyatt continued the 
discussion on the lines taken 
up by the Leader of the Op
position. He referred to the 
ground taken by the Leader 

Government, that the 
"Vity was aS^ole and in

volved no risk. 'Hhere could 
be no certaintly of this/Vnd he 
was convinced there wtks in 
this case, a direct 
which
the bond holders found that 
any of the conditions had not 
been fulfilled. The authority 
for guaranteeing the bonds 
was direct and absolute. He 
read from Bourinot to prove 
his contention. The con
ditions of the bill, he said, 
were s'uch that they created a 
contingent, as well as an ab
solute liability. Should there 
be a loss to the Province in 
consequence of this act, the 
Government are responsible 
for. such loss. Unless the 
authority of the Crown and a 
resolution precede such à bill 
it is void'and of no effect. He 
read from Bourinot a case 
proving that all propositions 
that may invdk^e the expend! 
ture of public money, should 
be introduced in the manner 
outlined by the Leader of the 
Opposition. From the Jour 
nais of 1897 of this House, he 
quoted a case relating to the 
matter of cold-storage. This 
bill was introduced by author

ity of the crown followed by 
resolution. Several other 
quotations were made from 
our Provincial Journals bear
ing out these contentions. 
“Contingent or prospective” 
claims, says May, should be 
introduced in the manner 
argued by the Opposition.

Mr. Arsenault referred to 
the subterfuge put forward by 
the Government that New 
Brunswick had passed a bill in 
the manner followed by the 
Government in this case. If 
New Brunswick does wrong, 
should we do wrong also? It 
was clear from May and Bour 
inot that “prospective or con
tingent” liabilities should be 
anticipated in the way the 
opposition contended. Our 
own Journals contained a 
sufficient number of cases to 
bear out the contention of the 
Opposition. The amendment 
was defeated on strict party 
lines 15, to 12.

the

Public Works ■ The 
[ said Mr. McKinnon, had not 

every 1 boasted very much in his budget

ment’s scheme has broken j was very much more than 
down. The administration Government's expenditure on 
of the public roads ; of the Public Works The Premier- 
public schools and of
department of the Govern-; gpeech Former Premier-8 had 
ment s service has been a fail- considered it their duty to at- 
ure. All this has taken place ; tempt to make revenue and ex
in face of the solemn promises penditure meet ; but our present 
of the Leader of the Govern- Premier scorns to undertake any-

• , • , ,c - thing of this kind. The Premierment in his platform previous s , ,, ,, , , , , , says that all the money neces-to the last election. Instead , , ,sary has been spent, on the public
of collecting our claims again- roadg. bufc the report8 of C. B.

Clay, W. W. Lavers and otherst the Dominion Government ;1

be seen that they have gone be
hind to the time of $1,796 000. 
He pointed out that the Govern
ment had, for political pur
poses, permitted the farmers lo 
value their own properties; but 
now they have reaped their re
ward, and they are changing their 
plan and are going to send out

nutted to the Commissioner of 
Public Works. It appeared now 
that the Government know so 
little about bow the act is getting 
along, that they do not seem to 
be aware as to what départaient 
its enforcement belongs. On the 
matter of education, Mr. John A. 
McDonald called attention to the

valuators. The two spending de- fact the school at Cardigan Bridge 
partments of this Province have has not been inspected for two 
gone down, the Public Works years. He considered this a great

injustice. Mr. M. Kennedy called

MODERN

On the motion for the third 
reading of the bill to amend 
the Charlottetown incorpor 
ation act, Mr. Mathieson 
moved the following amend
ment. That section 5 of the 
bill be amended by striking 
out the words ; except that 
there shall be no appeal from 
the assessment for permanent 
sidewalks and any judgment 
obtained under this section 
shall be final and conclusive. 
This amendment suffered the 
same fate as all others pre
sented by the Opposition ; it 
was lost on the same party 
division as usual 15 to 12. 
Mr. McKinnon moved an 
amendment providing for vot
ing by ballot in civic elections. 
This amendment was quickly 
killed by the Government 
voting solidly against, tfye 
division standing 15 to 12 
Mr. Arsenault moved an 
amendment providing that 
notwithstanding the provis
ions of section 5, nothing in 
the act shall prevent a pro 
perty holder aggrieved from 
having recourse to the courts 
of law to correct all errors of 
valuation of the work done 
on permanent sidewalks and 
that every citizen shall have 
the same right to have the a- 
mount assessed upon him for 
that purpose reviewed as 
aforesaid as he now has in 
respect to other city 
taxes. This shared the same 
fate as the other amendments, 
the Government voting solid
ly against it '15 to 12.

After several third readings, 
the House on motion of Dr. 
Warburton went into com 
mittee on the automobile bill. 
This bill was to amend the 
act prohibiting the runnning 
of automobiles on the public 
roads of this Province. Mr. 
Palmer moved that the Speak
er take the chair. This mo
tion was seconded by Mr. 
Laird and was briefly dis
cussed by Mr. McKinnon, the 
Leader of the Government 
Hon. Mr. Hughes Mr. Mc
Lean Mr Prowse, Mr. Ar
senault, Hon. Mr. Richards 

d others. The motion for 
Speaker to take the chair 

was^ then put and carried, 
nemzn-e çantra decinte. Thus 
was slaughtered in its infancy 
the bill 1 ntended to reverse the 
act prohibiting the running of 
automobiles on our public 
roads, ar.jd none so poor as to 
do it rev Vrence.

At thf/evening session, Mr. 
Mathie/on resumed the bud
get debate. He pointed out 
thât list year and each pre
ceding year of the last nine
teen the^r was a deficit. For 
the hundred ^ears of our Leg
islative existence, no party 
has beeA so long continuously 
in power, as has this Govern
ment, and at no previous time 
had there been such a con
tinuous series of deficits. 
He pointed out that all the 
promises of the Government 
have been violated ; that 
every part of the Govern-

he now proposes to increase 
the taxes on the farmers. 
This Province, said Mr. 
Mathieson, is the only Prov
ince in the Dominion that iin 
poses a direct tax on land, 
with the exception of British 
Columbia. The Government 
of Nova Scotia, for instance, 
makes large grants of public 
money to the municipalities 
which these spend on roads 
that are roads ; not mud 
roads, such as we have. This 
money is not spent to buy 
votes, as is the road money of 
this Province. Whenever 
the rights of this Province 
and the rights of Canada 
come in conflict, the Leader 
of the Government may al
ways be counted on to favor 
Canada against his Province, 
Ever since the present Gov
ernment came into power we, 
have been promised great 
things in the way of increased 
receipts from Ottawa ; but 
little or nothing has been 
done. All these promises 
have been simply for election 
purposes. The Leader 
the Government has arrived 
at such a* position in this 
matter that he has abandoned 
all hope ; suppressed all 
effort, and occupies a sup 
pliant attitude and stands 
ready to accept from the Fed
eral authorities whatever 
they wish to give. Had he a 
spark of patriotism ; were he 
a British statesman, worthy of 
the name, he would resign tfie 
functions of Government and 
allow some one else to take 
up the work. In face of the 
Premier’s failure to secure our 
claims from Ottawa, the Lead
er of the Opposition enumer 
ated the large grants the new 
Provinces have been con
stantly receiving from the 
Federal Government, He 
condemned in emphatic terms, 
the principle of any one hqld- 
ing a brief or receiving emolu
ment from the Dominion Gov
ernment being allowed*to con
trol the destines of any Prov
ince. In face of the reiter
ated demand for cheaper 
schoolbooks, the Government 
appointed a commission, 
solely for the purposes of de. 
lay, and all the people have 
got is an ipprease of our debt 
to the tune of $4,000 for the 
Commission, and no one 
knows how much more \ye 
shall be called upon ' to pay 
them The reportoftheCommis 
sion hag pof yet been printed. 
The Government ip tfrig 
matter, have simply followed 
their usual course. There is 
po hope in the situation out
lined by the Leader of the 
Government.

supervisors, from which Mr. Mc
Kinnon read, show that the roads 
are in very had condition. Our 
delegates to the Ottawa confer
ence in 1906 had utterly failed to 
exert themselves in our behalf, 
and did not secure for us one 
half as much as they might have. 
In view of all these failures of the 
Government, the taxes on our 
farmers have to be readjusted, so 
as to bring inalmost as much more 
as heretofore. Mr. McKinnon 
here moved the adjournment of 
the debate and the House ad
journed till the following day.

Hon. Mr. Hughes com 
menced by saying that he 
would not go into anciept his 
tory and immediately went 
into a calculation regarding 
the financial operations of the 
Conservatives 25 or 30 years 
ago, including that venerable 
chestnut the $200,000. Our 
farmers, he said, have very 
little taxes imposed upon 
them, and the tax on the farm
ers must be readjusted.

Mr. McKinnon considérée 
that Mr. Hughe’s feat of 
covering in 15 or 20 minutes 
the ground for the last thirty 
years in connection with the 
public affairs of our Provi nce 
was such a colo. 
achievement that no ordinary 
mortal could very easily 
follow him. Mr Hughes 
had had a great deal to say 
about our public buildings ; 
but he forgot to tell about the 
$1,022,000, this Government 
had collected in taxes. This

After routine on Wednesday, 
Mr. McKinnon resumed the de
bate on the budget. It was his 
opinion the exhibitions held 
twenty-five or thirty years ago 
were of more value to the country 
than those of recent years. Hon 
Mr. Hughes, he said, boasted about 
our public buildings ; but he for
got to state that in several cases 
thay had cost two or three times 
the prices intimated in the con 
tracts. Glaring instances of this 
manner of expenditure were 
found in the Prince of Wales 
College; Vernon River Bridge and 
Cardigan Bridge, and the Sum- 
merside Jail and Court House. 
Regarding the Premier’s declar
ation in his budget speech, that 
many farmers had undervalued 
their properties. Mr. McKinnon 
Raid this was in effect declaring 
thege farmers to be “delinquents 
and perjurers/' The Premier 
immediately jumped to his feet 
and denied having used these 
words and asked Mr. McKinnon 
to withdraw them. When Mr. 
McKinnon declined to withdraw 
Mr Speaker was appealed to for 
a ruling. He ruled that the 
words should be withdrawn. Mr 
Mathieson, Leader of the Opposi
tion appealed from the Speaker’s 
ruling, and when the yeas and 

counted there

and the Public Schools. The only 
hope the Leader of the Govern
ment holds out in the school
book matter is in line with what 
the Opposition had been pressing 
upon the Government for the last 
five or six years or more. Mr. 
McLean showed how unfair it was 
for the Government to say that 
our claims should be pressed in 
conjunction with the other Prov
inces. What connection had our 
claim for the Railway with the 
claims of other Provinces ? It 
was useless, he said, to simply 
send delegates to Ottawa in the 
rnattef of our claims. Our claims 
should be made out in form and 
with such care and so completely 
that they could not be put off. In 
the matter of our fishery award 
claim, we are getting only a 
pittance of $8,000 ; whereas we 
should receive at least $85,000. 
The Province of Nova Scotia 
would never join us in pressing 
our rights in this matter ; inas
much as the people of Nova 
Scotia receive more in bounties 
than would he the interest on the 
principle of any claim they could 
hope to press successfully. It 
was nonsense to say that $30,000 
would put our roads in good 
shape, after the continued neglect 
to which they have been rele
gated. It would take at least 
$50,000 to get our roads into any 
kind of shape. He referred to 
the very much larger proportion
ate expenditure for similar ser
vices in, the Provinces of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick.

At the çqnclqsiqn of Mr- Mc
Lean's speech, the House resolved 
itself into committee of supply, 
Dr. Warburton in the chair.

In supply, the Leader of the 
Opposition showed that for the 
last five years the expenditure for 
the administration of justice had 
steadily increased. It had gone 
from the lowest under $15,000 to 
the highest, now $23,000. Ten

nays were counted there was a Inspectors under the Prohibition 
tie 12 to 12. The Speakér’s cast
ing vote defeated the motion for 
appeal. Mr. McKinnon formally 
withdrew the words ; but insisted 
that the effect of the Premier’s 
statements in this connection 
could-be none other than that in 
volved in the words inquestion 
Mr. McKinnon referred to the ad
mission hy the Government of a 
Provincial debt of $863,000, and 
to the Premier’s statement in the 
budget that this years deficit 
would be over $38,000. In the 
face of all this the Leader of the 
Government confessed that there 
was no hope of receiving any
thing on account of our claims 
from Qttawa, The only remedy 
the Premier had was to increase 
the taxation of the farmers. In 
the matter of the boring oper
ation at Earnscliffe, Mr. Mc
Kinnon pointed out that they 
had been a failure inrsmuch as the 
operator had not gone to the 
depth he had contracted for. •- In 
this connection he read from a re
port of a speech of Mr. D. P.
Irving condemning in the strang 
est terms the manner in which 
this matter had been managed by 
the Dominion authorities. The 
Premier, too, had pledged him
self tq @ee thp test completed ; but 
pothing had bqen done. The 
whole business was a farce. Mr.
McKinnon's wfiolp speech was a 
strong arrignment of the Govern
ment for their general mismanage
ment of our Provincial affairs.

Mr. McLean continuing the de, 
bate in the afternoon, said the 
complaints of Mr. Palmer were un
founded. The Premier, he said, 
had forgotten to tell the public 
that $12,000 of the public money 
for roads in 1908 were spent be
tween the 30th of Sept, the close 
of the fiscal year, and the SJst of 
December ; that is to say for 
political phrposes during the elec
tions. In the face of the numer
ous and reiterated deficits of the 
Government, the Premier con
fesses nothing need be hoped for 
from our claims. In consequence 
of this condition of affairs the 
Government are now going to in
crease the taxation on the farmers, 
In their references to our Pro
vincial debt, the speakers on the 
Government side fail to state that 
they have collected over $1,022,- 
000 from the people in the shape 
of taxes. If they take this into 
account in conjunction with the 
$774,000, increase of debt, ad
mitted by the Government, it will

Act are provided for in the esti 
mates undeh consideration. Mr. 
Mathieson, referring to the matter 
of Stipendiary Magistrates, point
ed out that Stipendiary Wright at 
Summerside had not only his sal
ary increased, but is given a free 
office in the Court House for the 
practice of his profession, together 
with free heat and free light. 
This looked very much like a snap 
for lawyer Wright. Reading over 
the prosecutions under the Pro
hibition Act, Mr. Mathieson found 
a number of gases where convic
tions had been secured ; but imme
diately after on the record was 
written “ not enforced by request.” 
What was the meaning of that, he 
asked. By whose request was the 
enforcement withheld ?

Mr. McRinnon was surprised to 
learn that a third prosecutor was 
to be appointed for King's.County 
He did not know of any request 
for the appointment of a third in 
spec tor. He pointed out that 
numerous requests had been made 
to the Government for the removal 
of a useless inspector ; but this 
had not-been done. The request 
for a third appointment had been 
made only quite recently, and was 
immediately apçeded to.

attention to the fact that the 
School Inspector for Queen’s 
County has been sick for almost a 
year and most of the schools in 
the county had not been inspected. 
The matter of printing and sta
tionery in the education depart
ment elicited a good deal of criti
cism by Mr. Wyatt, Mr. A. J. Mc
Donald and the Leader of the 
Opposition. In ten years or so 
the expenditure on this item has 
increased from $600 to $1,809 
estimated this year. It was leaks 
of this kind, Mr. Mathieson point
ed out, that contributed to our 
wretched financial condition. The 
Leader of the Opposition went on 
to show how the whole educational 
system was deteriorating. He 
enumerated the many branches of 
study which have gone down 
within the last five years, among 
these is especially nature studies. 
The teachers salaries have de
creased, while the standing and 
efficiency of the schools had de 
teriorated at every point. He 
condemned without stint the prac
tice by which teachers holding 
only third class licenses receive 
second class pay. This, he said, 
was a most flagrant injustice. He 
read from returns tabled in the 
donee, in which was a letter from the 
Superintendent of Education to the Pre
mier wherein it was shown ihat seven third 
class teachers were paid second class sal-.

es. Has our educational system come 
to this, said Mr. Mathieson, that the law 
has to be broken in order to keep teachers 
in our schools ?- This scheme of paying 
second class licenses to third class teachers 
was practiced during election times.

He rubbed it into Mr. Palmer regarding 
his fashion of changing his mind. Eight 
years ago he made a speech ; eight days 
ago he made another speech.' Both 
speeches were on the same^ubject and both 
were diametrical!/ opposed to each other. 
He was right eight years ago, but he was 
wrong eight days ago. He thought it was 

.a pity the Government had not tried to 
get school books at a low price, somewhere 
else than from Ontario. These books are 
published by T. Eaton & Company, and 
the introduction of the books into this 
Province would give T. Baton another 
advantage over the merchants of this Pro 
vince. He enumerated the prices at which 
school books and other school supplies 
could have been secured in New Brunswick 
and other places. More than half the 
schools in the Province have an average of 
less than twenty. In some schools there 
were only five scholars. He wondered 
whether or not Mr. Laird, who confessed 
himself satisfied with everything the Govt 
ernment has done, had read these facts 
from the reports of schooj inspectors. In 
several schools the average was less than 
siijf, and in one there was but one solitary 
pupil. He pointed out that the work of 
the Inspector is of the utmost importance. 
Most of the teachers are young and inex
perienced, and require encouragement and 
advice. A good Inspecte; in auph cases 
can render nauch assistance. Referring to 
the French schools inspectorate, he said it 
was & shame and disgrace that only 8300 
was put in the estimates from year to year 
for this officer. A nun qualified to fill this 
position must be proficient in two lan
guages ; he has to travel all over the Prov-. 
inoe and pay his own fare. He compared 
with this the 8350 paid the Commissioner 
of Puolic Works for travelling expenses, 
while hts travelling cost him nothing. At 
the same time the Commissioner does not 
require to be as good a scholar as the French 
Inepeqtor ; does not require to know 
French. .

The undersigned intends to establish at

MONTAGUE BRIDGE
Early in the coming spring, an up-to-date Building Plant 

tor the manufacture

From Concrete
Of all manner of material for building purposes. The 

building material here manufactured will include 

brick and all kinds of

Concrete Building Stone,
f

Monuments, Coffin Vaults, Steps, Dràin Tiles, Caps, Lin

tels, Cellar Walls and Floors, Veranda Columns and 
Floors, and Veranda Walls of all descriptions ; all re

quirements. for Concrete Side-Walks, etc., etc. In 

connection with the establishment there will be a

Builders’ Supply Store
Where the requirements for all kinds of buildings may be 

obtained. Contracts will be entered into for the 

erection of Concrete Building# in any part of the 

Province. Enquiries regarding buildings and material 

will receive careful attention and prompt replies.

CHARLES LUND,
48 Brook Road, Quincy, Mass.

Jan. 5, 1910 —4i

Watch Department,

During the eyenlng sitting the 
Leader of the Government said 
that he had nothing to do with 
those cases wherein prosecutions 
were *f withheld by request.” In 
one case he had telephoned to hold 
the matter over for a brief space. 
He depiec) frbst b® had given direc
tions beyond that. The third 
prosecutor was to be appointed at 
the request of the King’s County 
Temperance Alliance They did 
not ask for the dismissal of an
other prosecutor. Mr. Mathieson 
said the explanation of the Pre 
tnier would have to be accepted ; 
but the Government and its Leader 
must be responsible. All he could 
gay was that the Attorney Qeneral 
was very badly served by his 
officers. Mr. Mathieson wanted 
bo know from the Commissioner 
of Agriculture what successes had 
attended the enforcing the noxious 
weed act. The commissioner an
swered that some success had at
tended the operations of the act, 
Mr. Mathieson here said he had 
regretted he had misled the com
mittee by attributing the enforce
ment of this act to the department 
of agriculture. As a matter of 
fact its enforcement had been com-

Affcer the Premier had undertaken to 
defend the Government on the conduct of 
the department qf ednoatiotf. Mr. iMath- 
ieaon reiterated his charges against the 
Government in the matter of giving second 
class pay to third class teachers. More 
than ihat, he declared he had the best 
authority for stating that, at least two of 
those so favored, bad received the increase 
as political rewards. The Premier in bail 
temper said, “ The statement is untrue.” 
Mr. Mathieson demanded that these 
offensive words be taken down by the 
chairman. This was done and jmipecliately 
the committee rose and the offensive words 
were reported to the Speaker. The Leader 
of the Opposition asked Mr. Speaker to 
ask the Premier to withdraw the words, 
but Mr. Speaker ruled against fcim. There 
upon Mr. Mathieson appealed from the 
Speaker’s ruling. The appeal being put 
was declared lost, the vote standing 14 to 
12. Thus twice in one day did the Speaker 
sale on points of a kindred nature ; but 
hie rulings were In direct opposition one to 
the other. It makes a good deal of differ
ence whose ox is gored.

After routine proceedings on Thursday 
afternoon, Mr. Mathieson asked the 
Premier about the vacancy in the Cardi
gan district and Mon. Mr. Hussard said 
that a writ had issued on March 7th ; 
that the election would be held on August 
10th, and that the writ was returnable on 
Sept. 7th.

VERY FINE timekeeping 
* watches with 21 jewels ad

justed to heat, cold, and five 
positions. Also 7, 15 and 17 
jewel watches, from the 
larger men’s size to the tiny 
watch worn in wrist brace
lets.
Watches cleaned and put in 
first class order.

Ring Department.
Ladies’ rings set with dia
monds, ruby, opal, amythyst, 
pearl and other gems. Sig
net rings for engraving, em
blem rings, children’s rings- 
Rings repaired, stones re-set.

Spectacle Department.
Zagdr

We fit spectacles and eye
glasses up, both in frames 
and ip. rimless, after testing 
each eye separately or on 
Drs. prescription.

E. W. TAYLOR,z
South Side Queen. Square, City.

Premier Has sard introduced a resolution, 
on which to found a bill for the purpose 
of readjusting the land tax. The Leader 
of the Opposition said it was some satis
faction to observe that the Premier had in 
this case followed the proper constitution 
si msnner, preceding the bill by a reso 
IntioD and the consent of the Crown. The 
necessity of a readjustment of the vain, 
ation of our farm land for purposes of tax
ation, was strong evidence that all the 
fuss made by the Premier regarding the 
statement of Mr. MoKinnon that some 
farmers had evidently made false declar
ations about the vajue of their property, 
was all moonshine. The introdnotion of ai 

(Oontiriaed t n third page.) ,
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If you have never tried our Eureka Tea it will pay yod 

do'so, It is blended especially for our trade, and 
sales on it show a continued 
per lb.

increase. Price 25 cents

R F. Maddigan
Eureka Grocery,

4

QUEEN STREET, CHARLOTTETOWN.

our


