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Winnipeg advices of the 24th,
inst.. state that telegraphic re-
ports from ninety points through-
out the. west had beém received
up to that date and that these
indicated the practical completion
of wheat seeding, only about five
per cent remained to be sown. The
reports state that the ncreﬂgo in
Manitoba ‘will  probably ~ be
from eight to ten per cent less

“ehieWan th
though not so gnu as was umd
pated. Early sown whest waa
reported &8 growing vigorously
and was in some places from one
to two inches above ground.
Warmer westher andjrain would
ensure an excellent crop. In
Manitobs fifty per cent of the
coarse grain was in the ground,
thirty per cent in Saskatchewan
and seventyj five per cent in
Aberta. Fall wheat in Alberts
was reported in prime eondition.
The prospects on the whole were
considered tifty ' per cent- better
than they were ten days previous-
ly.

The attitude of the Federal
Government towards Mr. WT R
Preston is not only unique, but in
the highest degree discreditable.
This gentleman, familiarly known
as “Hugh the Machine” Preston, is
employed by the Government and
paid a high salary and generous
living expenses out of the public
revenues of Canada ; but is not, so
far as can be ascertained, perform-
ing any duties. In consideration
of his performances as an expert
in ballot switching ; manipulating
votere’ lista and all other kinds of
election frauds in the Provinee of
Ontario, he was rewarded by :the
Laurier Government with the
office of Inapector of Immigration
agencies in London. While in the
enjoyment of the emoluments and
Mr

Preston interested himself in $he

perquisites of that office

formation of the mysterious North
Atlantic Trading Company; the
Arandel Printing Company and
other fraudulent undertakings.
His connection with thess inséitu-
tions was shown to be so repre-
hensible that the Canadian High
Comissioner in- London protested
to the Government at Ottawa, and
as a result, Mr. Preston was re-
moved from the office of Inspector-
He returned to Canada; but his
past services tothe Government
and the power of exposure which
he possesses render him altogether
too dangerous to be set aside;
corsequently he was reappointed
to office with a higher salary and
but
without any appwrent duties. It

more generous sxpenses

was said he was going to Japan to

enlighten the Mikado regarding
He

trade questions in Cnnadas,
never went there; but proceeded

to South Africa and began writ-
ing letters to the London papers
extolling Rhodesia at the expenee
of Canada. It is now stated that
he is on his way to Hong Kong.
Heis wanted in Cunadatogive evi-
dence regarding corrupt practices
in the London election #rial; but
justice has to suffer becanse this
kept out of the
¢ antry and out of the jurisdic-

charlatan 1

tion of the courts, as will _be seen
by reference to our Ottawa letter.

A pretty state of things, surely

when the peoples money is lavish-
ly spent onsuch a political cor-
raptionist as this to keep him out
of the way, and thus delay the
uaearthing of policical rascality at

home.
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Evidence of & seusational characte!

relating to corrnytion by the Liberal

Government of Qaabec, was given ande
oath in the coort iu Quebee the othe
day.

Targeon,

‘tions grew a libel suit brought by Hon.
Jean Prevost of the Qaebec Government
against Olivar- Asselin of Montres!.

Editor & Proprietor | This trial is now, or was & few days
e ] .p,muhqw Oae ,( the

witnesses summpned to court in this
uhlwluul-'l.lp nbonntrud
to. On the 28rd inst., be MM that
a8 aoon as the u.pd_-ﬂu. began he
waa told there were~tisages in Csnads
to which his Belgian friends were not
socustomed. *“I was told,” he testified,
“that all companies receiving lsrge
grants or concessions are supposed to
reserve a certain sam for election funds.”
In virtus of this declaration the Minis-
ter of Lands agreed to sell the Public
lands of Quebse to thy Barons’ syndi-
cate at $1.00 an acre; 70 cents an acre to

than last your. . wlnlo in. Suht- ;

Dauring last year Baron L’Epine,
representing a Belgisn syndicate, enter-
ed into negotistions with Hon. Mr.
Minister of Lands im the
Quebec Government, for the purchase
of 500,000 scree of land for mining and
colonlzation pnrposes. After lengthy

be paid into the Pablic Treasury and 80
esnts am sere o be reserved for the
Govetnment’s election fund. On this

hudod over on tho g-M a8 ﬂn Syndl

| cales’ M’b the election fand.

In other words the Governments rake
off or boodle fund on the transaction
was to be $150,000. The Barom ex

plained to his prineipals in Belgium
that, “If you wart to do business with
the Quebec Government, the only way
is to contribute to the electiom fands ”
These are the statements to which
Baren L’Epine testified on oath in the
court. Meantime Premier Guoin of
Quebec is epjoying an extensive
pleasare trip in Europe. Better for him
to come home and explain to the psople
what he knows about this attempt at
graft for election purposes.

Ditawa lllaaklu Letter.

How The Taxes Climb,

\
$8,0c0,000 Increase in One
Year,—166
crease in Customs Taxes in

Percent In-

Eleven Years.

INCREASED COST OF
LIVING.

ngher}[Pnced Goods Make

Still Further Raise the Price
to the Buyer.

e s

PRESTON {IS] KEPT
AFAR OFF.

That the London Conspiracy
Trial Might Be Delayed,
—Mr Emmerson Becomes
Active,— Finding Premier
Pugsley Is After His Job.

FAILURE OF THE LEM-
IEUX ACL.

To Prevent Strikes in Public
Utilities,— Laurier’s Sub-
sidized Service of Praise,—

Dredging and Ballot Switch
ing.

Ottawa, May 18, 1907.

Trade returns made up to the
10th March and sent out by the
Department of Trade and Com-
merce show that the Customs
Taxes collected during the prev-
ious twelve months were $53,006,-
545. In the previous year the
smount was $45,129,089, which
shows an increase of nearly eight
miilion dollars in the year. In
$he last year of Conservative rule
it was $19,833279, and that was
about the average of the previous
five years. Mr Foster had collect-
ed as high a8 $24,000,000 in one
year during his term of office, but
when the taxes reached - that
amount he straightway reduced
the duties and bréught {down the
receipts. The present Government
has more than doubled the
customs taxation in the last eight
years, and last session made the
tariff a grade higher.

THE GROWING BURDEN.

The Minister of Customs con-
tends that taxation has not been
increased, because the percentage
of duty on the total imports is
not greater than ten years ago. As
a matter of tact there has been no
reductioa even in the percentage,
if account is taken of - taxation
transferred from custoras to excise,
and of corn _formerly re~ahipped
in bond bat now valued as an im-
port. But the real burden, of
taxation is nob. the percentage
paid on the cnst of the goods, It
is the actaul sum taken out of tho
people through the custom hoase.
Mr. Fieldiog does not pretend to
colleet .the revenue without the
people paying it. He has fonnd
0o outside paymasters who were

r

r
r

01| eost of ihe goods, aad the consum-
o or pays not only the tax itself

 but the merchant’s profit on the
tax. Where there is competition

ducers in manufactured goods the
prics may not be increasod by the

Higher Duties,~And These |

between home and foreign pro-

full amount of theduty. But the
condition has not changed in this
respect in the past ten years. So
if the customs revenue per head
has increased by about 100 per
cent., as it has, the burden of
taxatien has doubled.

DUTY AND PRICES.
There is one obvious fallacy in
the claim that taxation is not in-
creased when the percenthge of
duty on value is the same. That
argument takes no account of
higher prices. A large part of
the gain reported in Canadian
imports is not an increase in
quantities. Prices are higher and
the same qusntity imported re-
presents much greater value. The
to $150.|
' p:yﬂui he
honghi ten or twelve years ago,
for $100. If the duty is 25 per
cent he pays in taxes $37.50 when
he formely paid $25. The
Minister of Customs would say
that taxation has not increased.
As a matter of fact the consumer
is bearing & treble burden, paying
not cnly the extra cost of the
goods but the extra jaxation on
the extra cost and the extra profit
on both. A large part of Mr.
Fielding’s growing revenue is ob-
tained in that way.

LONDON CONSPIRACY

TRIAL POSTPONED.™

While the postponement of the
London election conspiracy trial is
alleged to be due to the difficulty
of getting Mr Preston’s testimony,
the real circumstance seems to be
that Mr Preston has kept out of
the way in order to postpone
further exposures. Mr Preston
has had no public duties which
kept him away. He was not
wanted in Eogland, for he has
been removed from the London
Office. .The Department has un-
done much of Mr Preston’s work.
It cancelled his: North Atlantic
eontract. It reappointed Mr Just,
whom he dismissed from the Em-
migration Office after Just had
written to the Department show-

ing how the Arundel printing job
was given out at three times the
right price.. It has shown con-
fidenve in Mr Jury, who accused
Mr Preston of currupt practices in
office and declared that he could
not be believed on oath. Baut in-
stead of bringing Mr Preston
home and ordering him to tell the
truth about the ballot switching
operations described by the wit-
ness Pritchett, the Government
appointed him At an increase sal-
ary on a pretended mission to
Japan.

THE WANDERINGS OF PRES-
TON.

Mr, Preston did not go to Japan
but to South Africa. He did
nothing there so far as can be
learned except advertise Rhodesia
at the expense of Canada. Some
sort of trumped up mission to
Australia was next devised, but
the whole thing appears to be a
scheme to keep Preston away
without giving him any respon-
sibe duties. Now the “Hug-the-
Machine” character is on the way
to Hong Kong. The one thing
which Mr Preston could do for
the public benefit was to lend his
efforts to clear up that Augean
stable at home. This is the only
thing that he has avoided doing,
and his name is now used as an
excuse to prevent the perform-
ance of that wholesale duty- by
anyone else.

MR. EMMEPSON’S RIVAL

A good deal of interest is felt
here over the question of MrEm-
tmerson and his successor ” in office
After resiguing his portfolio Mr.
Emmerson left the House and was
not seen for the remaining four
weeks of the Session. He spent
some time in Boston, and took no
steps towards prosecuting his libei
suits for six weeks after giving
notice of action. Meanwhile, Mr
Pugsley, Premier and Attorney-
General of New Brunswick, had
entered the field as candidate for
the Commons in the City and
Country of St John. This seat is
vacant, and Mr Pugsley’s candid-
ature was promoted on the evident
understanding of his friends that
he was to succeed Mr Emmerson
in the Cabinet. It was announc-
ed that Mr Ewmmerson would
attend the ratification meeting,
bué he was not there. Mr Pugs-
ley  has ‘been paying frequent
visits to Ottawa during the last
two months and is supposed to
have an understanding with the
party leaders here.

EX-MINISTER GETS BUSY.

All this has stirred Mr Emmer-
son to renewed activity. On his
return to Ottawa he saw how

not there before the change of

negotiations, tte Baron sad the Minis-

Government. As a general rule

things wore drifting. He burried

_present
they do not know whom to

rapidly since the enactment of the

+_the costoms duty is added tobhe|friends in Westmorland. Then be | felatiog to this concern.
 went to St Jobn ‘and took pains
to announce there that he was
about to push forward his libel
suits, was certain of vindication
on the “wine, women and graft”
charges, and wounld soon resame
his position as Minister of Rail-
ways. Rushing to Fredericton he
had a consultation with counsel.
He has called & meeting of his
Westmorland supporters, with a
view, as it is said, of declaring his
innoeence and securing from the
convention an express.on of eon-
fidence with farther declaration
to strengthen him in his claim for
the restoration of the portfolio.
In this Capital the struggle be-
tween Mr.
who desire to sueceed him is
watched with interest. The De-
partment of Railways is
grestest spending portfolio in the
Government.
patronage both in the way of con-
tracts and appointments. 'Favor-
ed dealers are anxiously awaiting

Emmerson and those

the

. It has the most

“hurm of events. fM

cultivate.

A PROAIBITION THAT DOE3
NOT PROHIBIT.

Labour strikes on works of public
utility have been following each other

Lemieux Bill makmg such strikes
illegal. First the coal miners in the
Crow’s Ne:t country quit work with-
out regard to the Act. Now it is
the longshoremen in Montreal and
some of the teamster's orgamizations
there and elsewhere, who disregard
the measure. In vain does the Min
ister of Labor explain that sirikes are
prohibited. The men simply quit
work and ask the Minister what he
can do about it, = Strikers contemp
tuously say that they are not oo
strike, but are simply not woftking

Far practical purposes it does not
seem to matter what the thing is
called. Labor Unions pass an order
and the men go out simultaneously

They act as a body under their lead
ers in the same way that men do who
go on sirike, The consequences are
the same, Coal is not mined, ships
are not discharged, goods are not de
livered, and all the disasters occur
which the Conciliation Act is sup-
posed to prevent.

WON'T ENFORCE ITSELF

The trouble is that the law contains
Wheno
the bill was before the House oppo
sition members pointed ouc that il
was uscless to create an offence by
law without also providing some
method of preventing or punisbing
the wrong.. But there is no public
officer of the Dominon with authority
to act Consequently the partics
who decide_to strike are in a position
to laugh at the law and the Depart.
ment of Labour. The whole matter
stands as it did before the Act was
passed.

A SERVICE OF PRAISE

A good many newspaper men and
gsome other taxpayers have been
carious to know what value the
couatry gets for the subsidy paid by
the Government to the Canadian As-
sociated Press an organization sup-
posed to cable news from England to
Oanada. A majority of the Can-
adidn papers refuse to take this jser-
vice, and those which do use it have
made a good deal of complaint.
But the subsidized Association has
during the last few weeks made good

no means of enforcement,

its claim for the continued payment
of the Government allowance. Its
despatches bave given glowing ace
counts of Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s per-
formances. They have told us that
he was the central figure of the Im-
perial Council, The longest desa
patch of the season was the ob:
whieh pictured in glowing terms the
wonderful prestige of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, and told how he excercise]
a controlling and restraining influerce
over Imperialist agitators on one si
and Little Eaglanders on the othker.
Canada is also indebted to this sub -
sidized servige for the informaiton

paper has pronounced Sir Wilfrid the
b-st dressed man.in the Conferen¢z.
This alone is worth the $ro o0detto
$12,000 subsidy.

TAB COLD FACT.

Wlfrid has loooked wise and spoken
gracefully, but that in the Council
itself he bas been a negativ- quantiiy.
Following, as hiscustom is, the lines
of least resistance be supported al
the compromises which bave mad-
Findiag the
existing [mperial Ministry opposed
to preferential trade, Sir Wilfrid took
back water on the preferential trad:
resolation which be himself moyed
four years ago under the sympathetic
inflience of Mr Chamberlain., The

\be meeting ineffectual.

preferential trade idea after Canada,
aad who has energetically supported
it agaiost the recent bostile influeaces
of D )woing street, found the Can
adian representative an impediment
inste:d of an assistance.

BALLOT SWITCHING AND
GOVERNMENT DREDGING
Dred jing contracts for the coming
season have been given out, the old
favori es reeeiviog their share,
Among these is the Mareton Dredg-
iog (lonpany_ which operated at
Goderich - last year. Mr

to New Bruoswick and met his

 fcrmed by the Miniszer that W L
Horton who figured 2s a contractar
was the Mareton Diedge Companyg®’
Mr Horton was identfiad by Mr
Beane', M P., as the genticmsn des
cribed by Prichett in the couise of
his evidence of -baliot ~witching oper:
ation in West
spoke of Hottoo actirg as cashier in
connectton with this campaign.

Opposition read a solemn declaration

swore that be had™ been 2ppointed

{ awaiting trist for the Loodor Blee:

eat by cable that a Tailor's trades

Thae truth appears to be that Sir

Australian leader, who took up the

Beonett
brought out an interesting citcume| ;

He was in.

- You msuve m

&y buying your new organ
from Miller Bros. Why‘t
Because they have no big|E®
commissions to pay. Write
them for particulars. The P |5
E I Music Houee.’

.....

............

fiuron.  Pritchent

You’re Losing Money

[f you do not buy your Piano, | &
Organ or Sewing Machine|N
from Miller Bros. Having
no big commission to pay |
they save you that amount. |
Write for particulars,

Notice {0 Fisharmen '

Spring Fishing for Oysters
is prohibited this year.

Quahaug Fishing com-
mences on the ist of May
No fishing for Quahaughs
allowed on Oyster Beds.

By order of Department.

J.A. MATHESON,

Inspector of Fisheries.
Ch'town, April 27th 1907.
may I, 1907—2i

Discussing election frauds on April
16th in the Bouse, the leader of tke

made by. James Farr of Goderich
regarding this sume ecleciion. Karr

deputy returning officer for Goderich
in the West Huron by=clection and
that W L Horton twice ask=d him to
resign in favor of one James Yaites,
Farr concluded that this was bzcause
bhe was supposed to bs unable to
« manipulate the false ballois”.  Farr
was sure he could do .the trick and
refused to resign. Whereupon Hor.
took him to a hotel and introduced
him to a maa whom be calléd
Garrett, bat who turned out to be
Pritchett, and to O'Gorman, 'now

This is one of the most com-
prehensive stocks ever dis-
played here.

Every good and fashionable
fa.brlc is shown.
; from the

egnxes g the Heav est'

, and: every ality,
the beet that money c%?l bruyy
at the price. :

Light, Medium and Dark
verchecks, 25c. per yard.

Plain Venetians in all the
shades, 55c. a.nd 76c. -per
yard.

Fine, All Wool Homespuns,
45 in. Wide Checks, Plaids
and Stripes, 58c, and 75c.
per yard.

Fine Wool Panama Cloth, 44
in., 85¢c- and $1.10 per yard.

Lustres in Grey. Blue and
Black. All qualities, 28c.x
to $1.35 per yard.

If you cannot come yoursel

tion steal. Horton and O’Gorman ‘ Lil®
left Farr with Pritchett, who gave
him a course of lessons in ballot
switching, watched him practise the
art, handed him thirteen ballots pre l
viously initialed, and then left him to
work the thiog out, which be did by

swilching the whole thirteen.

Hats and Caps.—I% is con-
sidered by all who know
that I have the most up to
date hat and cap department
in the city. My prices are
dead right, that’s the reason
I'm getting the business.

H.H.BROWN
The Hat and Cap Man.

Qur store has gained a re-
putation for reliable Grocer-
ies. Our trade during 1906 <=

has been very sausfactol‘)“ Wi" You save

We shall put forth every ef
By buying your Piano,

fort during the present year|
to give our customers the best Organ or Sewing Ma-
chinefrom Miller Bros?

possible service—R F. Mad-

digan. Figure it out Think =
e What it.costs in com- & Sen for SampleS-
Overalls and working mission for men who

sell those instruments
and machines. It's a £
big item.  If you can §

shirts.—At this season of the|
year every man wants a
fitting out in this line. There | & buy and save the com-
is no place in town where|S® mission it means a lot.
you can get better value for| 3 You can do it

‘your money than at , Save from 50.t0 100 : ,
H. H. BROWNS Dollars on a Piano ¥

The young Men’s Man. | ¥ Save from 20 to 30
N Dollars on an Organ

Montague Save from 10 to 18
o Dollars on a Sewing

Dental Parlorsig e’ = 8

We guarantee all our plate | ¢ I ;hsizgnol?e_ouw:}ﬁ scll)rc?vs ®

you how to save,

MILLER BROS.

S The P. E. I
House, Sunnyside.

STANLEY BROS.

The Messenger, $2.00 a Year

Issued Monthly—128 Pages.

A high-class, illustrated periodical, embracing every-
& |thing in history, liturature and art that can be of interest
% |to Catholics—timely and popular expositions of Catholic
a | doctrine ; Christian ethics ; modern questions of sociology
& |and political economy ; religious movements and actual
. @& |events; struggles and progress of the Church ; education,
Music &% Ask for a sample copy.

to give perfect satisfaction or
money retunded.
Teeth pulled and extracted

absolutely painless.

A. J. FRASER, D. D. 8.
Aug.

% | science, music and drama.

15, 1906 —3m Manager THE MESSENGER, 500 Fifth Avenue, New York,

ITH your co-operation

The Messenger will
endeavor to double
the number of its
readers.

E want u bright, active
agent to represent

The Messenger in

‘every city and town.

Reaov-Maoe (iotaime
ents’ Furnishing

HA'TS and CAPS

10}

E will send free a copy

of The Messenger to
each person whose
name and address you
may send us.

E have a special offer-

covering both new
subscriptions and re-
newals—a permanent
business can be estab-
lished.

ADDRESS

'The Messenger,

AK BRAN

In order to introduce our Oak Brand Tea we will ship

500 Fifth Avenue,
New Yerk.

1
\

7

Don’t forget to give me a ca.ll
first day you are in town. -
When you buy your

SPRING SUIT

I will save you a dollar.

and prepay freight to any station or shipping point on

P. E. Island an 18 lb. caddie, and if you are not satisfied

When you want a HAT or
CAP or anything in the Furnish-
ing line I can show you by far
the largest assortment of up-to-
date goods in the city.

in every way return at our expense, and we will refund

your money. Cut this out and enclose $4.00 and mail to us.

McKenna's Grocery,

~

If you have any wool for ex- Box 876, Ch'town, P. E.JL.

change bring it along with you.

00—

Enclosed find $4.00 for which you will send us a eaddie

ﬂ H. BR“WN’ ofmu:dvertuedmthu paper.

The YOW Men’s Man. (Sign full neme) .........

3

sedesvssscscesssssses @

{

stance in the committee of Supply!,

P R R R R R R R N I R R R )

Queen Street, just around Hughes’ Corner. (And Address). .



