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TUB LOCAL LEGISLATURE.
Tea last session el the present Pro­

vincial Legislature opened yesterday.
Organs of the Administration hint 
that it will he * brief session, and 
that Ministers will seek to make their 
peace with the country by reducing the 
indemnity and cutting down some ttf the 
salaries. “True repentance,” says the 
«Id saw, “ is never toe late, but late 
“ repentance is seldom true.”

The moribund Legislature has done 
nothing to merit either the gratitude or 
applause of the people. Jfo reforms 
worthy the name here been passed, 
though many grievances within its juris­
diction exist The game has hardly 
been worth the candle. The cost of 
legislation for the four years will not 
fall abort of half a million dollars ; 
while the salaries of Ministers and their 
subordinates wffl exceed six hundred 
thousand. Thru the salariée of Minis­
tère, members and clerks, in short the 
money paid these who run the machine, 
not the coat of the machine itself, will be 
«TTnirf^-g over a million dollars for this 
Assembly. This is much mere than the 
people bargained for when the Local Legis­
lature was tiret established; and to make 
bed worse, the expenses are on the in­
crease. The ««dînai blunder of the 
present Legislature, indeed, has been its 
contempt jor the state of the country. 
Members’ have had exaggerated no­
tions oI their own importance and of 
the usefulness of them body, and too 
little regard for *he pockets and general 
circumstances of the people. The his­
tory of the sessional indemnity is a ease 
in point. It was placed at $460 by 
Sandtikld Macdonald ; then Mr. 
Mowat in 1873 increased it to 
$600, and in 1876 it was put 
dp to $800, or about $1* » day, 
on the ground that the duties discharged 
by a member of the Assembly are as 

t as those of a member of the, 
Oh this theory, 

rare in-

the Chamber, that a re­
duction from «600 to «460, the old 
figure, would have better suited the 
state of the finances and the altered 
condition df the people. They saw Do­
minion members getting «1,000—that 
figure having been fixed upon early in 
1873, before the hard times were thought 
of—and so in 1875, when every man’s 
pocket was feeling the pinch, they de­
termined, without any sympathy or re­
peat for the public exigencies, to elevate 
their own standard, and increase their 
already generous allowance. This greedy 
and extravagant policy has characterized 
the whole proceedings of the Government. 
The concern has been run without any 
consideration for hard times or waning 
resources, the object of the majority 
being, firet, to strengthen the Reform 
party, and, second, to secure sad carry 
off individually all they could. Death-' 
bed remorse for this persistent sel­
fishness will not secure a popular 
pardon for Mr. Mowat ; and he had 
better go to the polls and meet his fate, 
without wasting time in useless misereres.

The electors, in choosing the members 
of the new Assembly, should make 
economy the test. The cost of Local 
government must be cut down at least 
twenty-five per cent., or it will 
soon become too expensive a luxury. 
The number of representatives is alto­
gether too large, and the cost of legisla 
tioe, including sessional indemnity, 
simply preposterous. The rich common­
wealths of New York, Ohio, Pennsyl­
vania and Illinois are governed for 
nearly forty per cent lose, in proportion 
to population not to speak of wealth, 
than Ontario is. They have a much 
smaller representation ; their mem­
bers get from «3 to «6 a day, while 
cure draw «Iff; and their entire State 
system is conducted on a cheaper and more 
economical basis. We do nut as a rule favour 
American institutions, but economy in
State government is One we can profit­

eers of toe so-

t manciples to 
not treason to

Brow brand in v 
those who advocate it as traitors to the 
Federal eonetituliffn ; but it ia not the 
first time thfeprofeeson of economy have 
upheld extravagance, and left the ob­
servance Of their best 
their opponents. It is 
the constitution to demand that the 
Local Legislature be saved, by a whole­
sale reduction , in its cost, from the wrath 
of the taxpayers which is already rumb­
ling afar. It is rather a duty no true 
friend of Confederation should shirk ; 
and if the people are wise they will 
ignore old party lines, and make it the 
supreme issue next summer.

DISCORDANT WITNESSES.
We are ail familiar with the doleful 

representations of the leading Opposition 
organ reepeetinglhe alleged mischievous 
and disloyal attacks which, so it has 
averred, have been systematically ms 
fay the Conservative papers on Canadian 
«redit ; fend which we were assured had 
heought down our financial and general 
reputation to so low A point on the Eng­
lish money market and elsewhere, that 
if any capitalist should go so far as to 
lend «a sixpence it would he done with 
fear and trembling, and would even 
then be * signal instance of confidence

body else, implicit <
nees and veracity, ' 
ment that it has met with 
papers which have not re 
fice. It is satisfactory, h< 
able to bring ease to the 
turbed mind respecting 
damage thereby occasioned to our finan­
cial credit, which we are able to do 
through the medium of its own London 
correspondent, who no doubt ia staunch 
and loyal to the backbone, and whose 
testimony, therefore, cannot but be 
abundantly satisfactory. He writes 
from London under date of December 
19th : “ Nothing can be better than the 
“ credit of Canada on this market !” 
This ia directly m the teeth of the testi­
mony of the organ, which on the 19th 
inst. informed the publie there “ was 
“ no doubt the credit of the country 
“ had become seriously impaired in 
“ England ” through the bad go­
ings on of triitorous Tories. 
But we are not called upon to reconcile 
the tittle differences of the organ and its 
correspondent. Our part merely ia to 
tender the hand of comfort to our dis­
tressed brother. It is plain things are 
not so bad as they seem. Those horri­
ble “ boomerang” projectiles have sped 
harmless on their course. The organ’s 
fears were premature. It waa seriously 
afraid that the advent of a Conservative 
ministry and the impending “ N.P.” in 
conjunction with those unfounded and 
mischievous, etc., on Canadian credit, 
had hurt us irreparably in the sight of 
English capitalists. But its fears are 
now dispelled. It can dry up its tears, 
and cease its meanings. “ Nothing cun 
“ be better than the credit of Canada on 
“ the London market ! ” And this, 
though the Mackenzie regime of plenty 
and free trade has been supplanted by 
the Tories and N. P. ! The English 
capitaliste seem, after all, to have what 
people in these quarters call “ a level 
“ head.” The advent of Sir John 
Macdonald to power has raised Cana­
dian credit, in their estimation, to a 
point ee high that, aa the correspondent 
testifies, it can’t go any higher—a judg­
ment which finds ready endorsation on 
this aide of the water by our capital­
ists and others accustomed to note the 
political barometer.

so on. To attract i 
large stipend muet be

with a flourish of trumpets and a galaxy 
of ecclesiastical stars. The bills are 
spread over a long time, but after a 
while they begin to fall due. The min­
ister soon finds that he must loyally 
share his people’s embarrassments. He 
submits silently to a practical reduction 
of salary. Soon the aid of the ladies is 
invoked, a greet bazaar is held, and fair 
faces, bright eyes, pretty trifles, and 
barefaced gambling wheedle and inveigle 
the dollars out of the pockets of vainly 
resisting men. The half disgusted males 
submit to be fleeced. The ladies fill 
their houses with great bargains in anti- 
macassars which are dear at any price. 
The bank clerks, or an equally soft class 
of the community, are delicately fed and 
decorated with flowers,'and pay with cash, 
and are repaid by flattering smiles. 
Then come the church entertainments. 
Who can refuse to buy a ticket and pay 

1 Hordes of girls—dear

| The very welkin has 
l with our loyal and patriotic 

Vs peculiar and elegant 
this interesting subject ; 

it has poured out, in 
crocodile form, lest Mr. Tillxt 

should have to return unsuocesqjul,

THE TRIALS Of THE CLERGY.
It was publicly stated in * least two 

of our principal churches <Xi Sunday 
that a clergyman of a prominent city 
church, ministering to one of our 
wealthy episcopal congregations, died 
last week in want of the very neces­
saries of life. Snch a statement de­
liberately made, and doubtless with a 
full knowledge of the facts of the case, 

very painful reflections, 
Slid calls sternly for comment on the 
part of the press. Toronto boasts it­
self, and not without justification, aa 
the city of churches. Visitors from the 
old country are taken round, with par­
donable pride, to view the handsome 
and luxurious ecclesiastical edifices. The 

» ,bidden to notice the streets 
thronged by serious-looking

«md
W.
respective places of worship ; and Ms at­
tention is called to the Sabbath stillness 
of the deserted thoroughfares during the 
hours of service. There ia no city in the 
Dominion, we tell him, even if there be 
one in Great Britain or on the planet, 
where the Lord’s Day is so strictly ob­
served as here. *■
“ ' Let us modestly pause in the midst of 
this self glorification. It is not all empty 
boasting, but this is the silver side of the 
shield—and tike Mr. Cartwright's, it 
has a very dark copper one. We mean 
to apeak some very plain, and it may be, 
unwelcome truth on this subject. Amidst 
all this outward ecclesiastical prosperity, 
a clergyman in charge of one of our 
fashionable congregations dies in want of 
the necessaries of life, a clergyman who 
has spent a life-time in the service of 
the church in Ontario. Surely this is a 
grim skeleton at our banquet. “ Can 
u such things bel” we may well ask, 
“ and overcome ns like a summer cloud, 
“ without our special wonder ?” With 
reference to the special case which lias 
prompted our remarks, we hear that the 
congregation were unaware of the facta, 
and that at the last moment charitable 
bauds sent in to the dying man ample 
store of comforts and luxuries. But this 
is no excuse. They ought to have known ; 
and a very slight acquaintance with 
arithmetic would have sufficed to show 
them whether they were ' paying their 
paster % tiring stipend, while the 
churchwardens’ accounts would have tes­
tified to the fact whether the stipend 

■promised had or had not been paid. 
We read of the miseries of clergymen in 
the backwoods, and we are sorry, but 
not astonished. We read of societies in 
England to supply old clothes and 
blanket* to starving curates, and we 
shudder, sad'thank God that we manage 
things better here. Do we really manage 
things better or are our self-congratula­
tions tinged with pharisaism ? We have4 
heard of clergymen throwing up their 
charges in Toronto because they could 
not get their stipends paid, 
and trusting themselves in pre­
ference, to the charities of the 
backwoods. We know of pastors of 
fashionable congregations whose salaries 
are at this moment heavily in arrear. 
We know of able men who have to bear 
the crushing burden of financial embar­
rassment as they go about their arduous 
ministerial duties. We know of others 
nominally in receipt of a handsome sti­
pend, who are expected to return a large 
portion of it to the congregation in 
heavy subscriptions to church objects. 
Nearly all our churches are scrambling 
along, living from hand to mouth, 
steeped to the Bpe in debt, very proud 
if they can in any fashion pay their own 
way, and doing wonderfully little for 
any objects outside their own four walls. 
No wonder that the whole head is sick 
and the whole heart faint The time 

the truth in this matter 
unflinchingly. The cause 
icandals as those on which 

curing is the reckless 
churches on credit A dis­

contented clique in a congregation are 
dissatisfied with their minister, they 
intrigue against him, and, if defeated, 
shake the dust off their feet and build a 
church for themselves—with other peo­
ple's money. The residents in a neigh­
bourhood dislike a ten minutes walk on 
Sunday, and they build a church next 
door—on credit Agaia, an Angli­
can church, or a Presbyterian, is 
built, and the Wesley ans insist 
on putting up a competition 
building, or vice vena. Hence the city 
is dotted with ohurohee, hardly one of 
which is ont of debt For be it observed, 
building <m credit leads to wanton ex-

:ing tuna ; me pastor win uo uuwm- 
nd punctually paid ; the congrega- 
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tie highwaywomen—infest the streets and 
kidnap the unwary, and flood the banks 
and offices, and pester the merchants. 
The penny reading grows stale, and is 
succeeded by tableaux and pantomimes 
and amateur theatricals. Somehow the 
church struggles on ; but the load of 
debt is never lifted. The clergyman 
grows disheartened, the congregation de­
spondent, and then they quarrel, and at 
last a new and younger and more fash­
ionable pulpiteer is engaged, and the 
old round and the old struggle recom­
mences. Then the pastor is old and 
rusty, and if he cannot be induced to re­
tire he most be starved out—and, as we 
see, literally is sometimes starved out, 
and dies. Men of business grow sulky 
at a religion which is always bothering 
them and always begging. The figure 
of the Church seems to be always hold­
ing the hat, and, as the shipwrecked 
sailor said when he wanted to do some­
thing religious, “ let ua take up a ool- 
“ lection,” so giving seems to be the 
synonym for piety.

Religion will never really flourish 
amongst us, the churches will never 
stand fast and be strong, till the congre­
gations determine to give up this dis­
honest extravagance, and conduct their 
affairs on straightforward business prin­
ciples. No church should be built till 
it can be paid for—and when » 
church is imperatively needed, the 
surest sign thereof will be that 
money ia forthcoming. Then the cur­
rent revenues will not be absorbed in the 
«inking fund ; the pastor will be liberal 
ly and 
tion wi
nate begging 
lead to any result ; and there 
will be more reel work done and 
more real charity shown. Missionary 
operations will flourish, and pastors will 
not, to the disgrace of the community 
die in want of the necessaries of life in 
the midst of an energetic, a rich, 
charitable and a religions people. The 
newspapers have tried in vain to collect 
from the church authorities a statement 
of their indebtedness. They dare not 
submit the figures to the

is wholesome.

CANADA’S LIVE STOCK TRADE 
WITH ENGLAND.

Thx circumstance that Canada has be­
come an important factor in the problem 
of food supply for the dense population 
of England, cannot fail to increase her 
influence in the councils of the Empire, 
and make her resource* more widely and 
generally known. English families, 
during thi* Christmas time, have con­
sumed enormous supplies of Canadian 
beef, mutton, pork, turkeys, butter and 
cheese, and their excellait flavours have 
doubtless inspired John Bull with 
greater love for the Dominion 
than was produced by any harangues 
delivered by our emigration agents. 
The export trade in there articles of food 
has already assumed large proportions, 
and is increasing in volume. The Cana­
dian line of steamers were largely pat­
ronized by exporters of live stock during 
the past reason, one firm alone shipping 
stock to the value of half a million dol­
lars. The experiment of sending cattle 
across the Atlantic during the winter 
months is being made, bnt owing to the 
difficulty experienced in effecting 
insurance, ana losses at res, it will 
not afford an adequate return to 
the shippers. The prospects of a 
brisk trade next season are excellent. 
For fat heifers and steers, contracts are 
being entered into for the next three 
months at the rate of about five cents 
per pound, live weight, and Ontario 
farmers will have no difficulty in dis­
posing of animals of this class. A re­
duction in the %atee of freight, which 
range from £6 to £6 sterling per head 
for cattle and 8a to 12s for sheep and 
hogs, is anticipated, and with it im­
provement in the ventilation and water 
supply. A considerable quantity of 
stock is landed at Birkenhead and, 
therefore, expense is involved in moving 
the animals to Liverpool. A meeting 
of live stock dealers was recently held at 
the latter port, and a request made to 
the Liverpool authorities te provide 
adequate accommodation for the trade, 
especially as liberal proposals had been 
received from Barrow-in-Furness to fur­
nish all necessary facilities. No doubt 
this defect will be remedied re that the 
toans-oceanio live stock trade will enter 
upon a still more prosperous era during 
the coming spring.

If Canada is to retain this trade, On­
tario farmers must awaken to the im­
portance of raising the class of stock re­
quired, and of bringing it into suitable 
condition for exportation. At the pre­
sent time, three-fourths of the cattle 
shipped by Canadian firms have been 
pnrehawd at Chicago or Buffalo. The 
Western States are not, however, capa­
ble of producing better herds than this 
Province, but the supply ia large, and 
the choice, therefore, varied. This course 
is forced upon the exporters because the 
necessary number of suitable beeves 
cannot be obtained here, although they 
would prefer to purchase Cana­
dian cattle, because the heavy cost 
of railway transportation from dis­
tant western points would thereby 
be saved. Ontario farmers would, 
therefore, act wisely if they would at 
once recognize that an unbounded mar­
ket for first-class cattle is thus provided 
by the shippers, that the demand will in­
crease rather than diminish, and that a 
new road to wealth is thus opened be­
fore them. Their attention should be 
devoted to breeding graded Durham*, 
which possess good style and grow ra-

a well-bred steer half 
«16 to «22, when, if it i 
to its best form, it would 
«60 to «76. It is compu 
thus raised is worth 30 per 
for the European than for 
market Fodder is so cheap that cattle 
feeding can be profitably pursued, and 
it is calculated that a profitable specula­
tion may bér found in purchasing lean 
steers and stall-feeding them during the 
winter. No fear of over-production 
need be entertained. A serious draw­
back to the rapid and cheap collection 
of suitable cattle for shipment, is 
the fact that buyers have to 
travel through so many and dis­
tant localities before procuring a few 
car-load», whereas they can be obtain­
ed any day at the Chicago stock yards. 
If increased attention were devoted by 
our farmers to cattle raising, instead of 
wheat growing, which speedily exhausts 
the best soils, this difficulty would be 
reduced. American farmers consign 
their cattle to the managers of private 
stockyards, and, if some such practice 
were adopted here, beneficial results 
would accrue to both sellers 
and purchasers. It is claimed 
that this export trade has en­
abled farmers to obtain better prices 
for their beeves, in proof of which the 
fact is cited that last spring 84c. per

Çound, dressed weight, was paid by a 
oronto firm for exportation, whereas 

the same beef would not have realized 
more than 6$c. per pound in either this 
city or Montreal. Sheep rearing con 
undoubtedly be pursued profitably, and 
the good prices hitherto obtained will 
assuredly be maintained during next 
season. The shipment of horses has been 
zealously prosecuted, end the demand 
for well-bred and stylish animals conti­
nues brisk in England. The trade, how­
ever is restricted owing to the scarcity of 
animals possessing sufficient blood and 

" ih buyers. The 
live stock trade 

mother coun­
try, however, affords ground for hearty 
congratulation, and its extension and 
continued success will depend leigely 
on the efforts made by Ontario agricul­
turists to improve the breeds of cattle 
and horses, while at the same time in­
creasing their numerical strength.

animals possessing sumcien 
power to please English 1 
present position of the liv 
between Canada and the

How
their mem- 

by a recent case 
at Middlesborough. A wire-drawer was 
summoned for refusing to maintain his 
wife. He admitted receiving twenty 
shillings per week, strike pay, during the 
last year and nine months. A sugges­
tion made by the magistrate that he 
con'd obtain two shillings per week 
above that sum by working as a labourer, 
brought the indignant rejoinder, 
“ Whfet, work for 22s per week when 
“ I can get 20s for doing nothing !”

Trades’ unions have been known in 
England from very early times. The 
London guilds, which date hook to the 
Plantagsnet era and some even to the 
Norman times, were originally trade .as­
sociations. They had the absolute 
monopoly and control of their own 
trades, and all who practised them must 
be members of these organizations. 
Their influence became so great and 
their support ao important that several 
British sovereigns were enrolled in their 
ranks. It seems strange- in these days 
to read that Queen BCizabeth waa a 
member of the mercers’ company, James 
L a cloth-worker, Charles II. and 
Wiluam'UL grocers, and Henry VTL 
a merchant tailor. With the progress 
of modem ideas, these guilds have 

■■ lost their trade character, and 
the apothecaries and stationers 
a knowledge of the trade a condi­

tion of membership, although the 
fishmongers’ company still exercise 
the power to condemn ill-conditioned 
fish entering the London market Ad­
mission to these companies, which now 
possess enormous revenues from invest­
ments in reel estate, was formerly ob­
tained by servitude, but now it ia grant­
ed aa an honoured distinction, and it is 
stated on good authority that 160 mem­
bers of .the present House of Commons 
are members of the twelve city companies. 
The development of the trader union 
movement from the London guilds of the 
past, which have their oounteroart in 
the Hannan commercial guilds of to-day, 
to the societies of which the engineers’ 
association is the most powerful repre­
sentative, is a suggestive comment on our 
modem civilisation. If the former were 
objectionable monopolies, the latter are 
obstructive agencies to the maintenance 
of England’s manufacturing and ' corn- 

supremacy.

THE

ENGLAND'S DOMESTIC 
TROUBLES.

The proverbial blindness of the Eng­
lish mechanic to his own true interests 
has received a fresh illustration in the 
strikes which have prevailed, and are 
even now occurring, in various parts of 
the United Kingdom. The declara­
tions made by the employers that British 
workmen receive higher wages than 
those of Belgium, whose products are 
■daily admitted at the ports on the East 
coast

in the

England’s supremacy in for 
—are met by demands on the part of 
the trades’ unions for increased wages 
and shorter hours. Our cable despatches 
report that the threatened strike among 
the employés of the railway companies 
against a prolongation of the hours of 
labour has become an accomplished 
fact, the Midland road having been 
selected by the men as that upon which 
the experiment shall be first tried. 
Demonstrations have been made in 
London, Manchester and the Midland 
district, and disturbances are threaten­
ed at several points. One thousand dock 
labourers at Hull, all the masons in 
Sheffield, and a large proportion of 
the agricultural labourers in Kent are on 
strike. The Oldham cotton spinners’ 
dispute has ended in the defeat of the 
hands, after they had sustained a loss in 
wages of £60,000, besides the expendi­
ture of union funds. A proposal of the 
Huddersfield cotton masters to reduce 
wages to the Oldham standard is about 
to be contested. The colliers in N ar- 
thumberland, Durham and Derbyshire 
are threatening to go out to the number 
of two hundred thousand men. The 
climax of the strike movement is, how­
ever, to be found in the engineering 
trade. The question at issue is a de­
mand made by the employers, either that 
the hours shall be increased from 64 
hours weekly to 67J hours, or a corres­
ponding reduction in wages be made. 
The engineers’ union, which is the 
most powerful trade organization in 
England, has a reserve fund of one mil­
lion and a quarter dollars, but this will 
not prove long effective to support 
40,000 members and their families. 
These are only specimens of the labour 
troubles in the mother country, and in 
every struggle between capital and la­
bour during the present period of 
trade depression, the issue has 
been advene to the men, who 
have been compelled to submit to re­
ductions all round. Instead of quietly 
acquiescing in proposals to reduce wages 
during tiie haid times, and thus enable 
the employer» to keep their establish­
ments running and obtain a share of the 
trade, the workmen have acted upon 
the advice of foolish leaders and 
repelled every proposed reduction, even 
when it was suggested to submit the 
question to arbitration. Many of the 
largest manufacturing firms announce 
that they have closed their establish­
ments for three months because they 
cannot successfully cany on operations 
except by paying reduced wages, which 
the men refuse to accept. A Sheffield 
firm had recently to refuse a £20,000 
order on this account. They were then 
engaged three days a week ; if tile men 
had enabled them to accept the order, 
six days’ work per week would have 
been provided for several months. A 
similar instance in respect of a cui 
order is reported. Messrs. Eld*
Co., the well-known shipbuilders, 
tribute much of the present distress to 
strikes on the Clyde, and declare that 
their firm alone had lost orders amount­
ing to a quarter of a million pounds in 
consequence of being unable to 
with shipbuilders elsewhere, 
workingmen, have, however, received 
warnings from many quarters respecting 
the foolish course they are pursuing. Sir 
Wm. Armstrong, a leading ordnance 
and machine manufacturer and inventor, 
has informed them that it was too much 
the fashion to despise foreign competi­
tion, in which action they were mistaken 
—for American and Belgian machinists,

LATEST FISHERY QUES­
TION.

Our neighbours over the border are 
determined to have a fishery question ; 
they would not be happy without it. 
Like other hobbies, the fishery hobby ie 
apt to cost money, trouble and temper ; 
but the United States appears to lie per­
fectly indifferent to the cost, so long as 
it enjoys the indulgence of its taste for 
a grievance connected with the fisheries.

e should have thought that the fishery 
commission had taught our neighbours 
a lesson in law, in statesmanship and in 
prudence; but the American Gove 
appears to have learned nothing.

The latest fishery sensation is 
the United

1 the tight little island of

While their neighbours on 
the mainland are dbciusing questions con­
nected with the West Isdia trade, they ere 

r to at once reap the profits aocru- 
white oats to the West 

fends at present re­
ceive their supply from Hollaed, Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Ireland and other ports 
of Europe. The price of outs ie much 
'-’-[her m those countries than in Prince 

ward Island and the distance of trans­
portation much larger. It 
obvious that the Islanders caa 
cessfnl operators in cats, an 
will become the fashion there.

8t. John’s, Nfld., Jen. 6, via Halifax, 
Jan. 6.—The St. John’s Chronicle, edited 
by Hoc. Francis Win ton, a well-known 
Newfoundland politician, referring to the

that Newfoundland it i 
enter the Dominion, asyi
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A gentleman writes to ask : is it a fit 
thing for a scrutineer to take the ballot out 
of the hand of the voter and place it in the 
ballot box, that box being on the ground 
between his feet, the returning officer sit­
ting by. Nothing could be more unfit 
The Act says the returning officer shell pat 
the ballot m the ballot box, which should 
be placed on a table ao that all could see it. 
What was the opposing scrutineer doing 
that he did not insist on the law being 
properly carried out ! Rumours _ have 
reached ua of some such irregularity in 
Markham, and Mr. Lsne’s-name has been 
mentioned in this connection. Wherever 
enacted the proceeding waa most improper.

In several counties of the Province an 
effort is being made to establish work- 
house* after the English system. The 
contention is that if such a plan were 
adopted, the poor would be better cared 
for, and leas expense involved. Let these 
well-intentioned advocates, however, re­
member that the effect of the English 
poor law system has been to pauperise the 
working cissies end foster strikes. A 
searching examination is at present being 
made into the working of the system. This 
question is raised :—Have men a right to 
combine to refuse mi order at reduced 
wages ; have they a right to decline work 
at the only price which a manufacturer can 
afford to give, and then come upon that 
very employer and his fellows for support 
in tiie way of parochial relief, simply be­
came if lower wages are accepted now, it 
may be difficult to being them up 
higher level later ?

to a

The only scheme of immigration and 
which has been carried out 

in Canada ia that of the Mennonite settlers, 
suggested and achieved by the present 
Minister of Agriculture and Immigration, 
Hon. J. H. Pope, when he previously held 
that portfolio. This undertaking has been 
attended with complete success. The 
Mennonite* have shown remarkable thrift 
and public spirit. They have proved sober, 
industrious and frugal settlers. They have 
constructed roads through their settle­
ments, and are now striving to secure the 
advantages of local lines of railways. The 
Mennomtea settled near the boundary line 
detife to have a railroad built, which would 
continence from Emerson, thence pass 
through the Pembina country,and westward 
via Portage la Prairie. They offer to build 
sixty*miles of road for any solvent com­
pany, on tiie line being located and ties 
and rails supplied.

leading Swede 
i among the 
in, which arrived 

His mission i

reported to have 
on the Poly. 

Ot Halifax a few 
i described to be

entiers, and ironfounders were every day 
underselling English manufacturers in 
England. Earl Derby on Friday last 
uttered the same forcible truth, and

for <*____________
who were inter­

rupted in their Sunday industries some 
time ago by the Newfoundland fisher­
men. The importance which the dis­
pute has assumed on the American side 
is not complimentary either to the 
dignity of the country or to the sense 
of humour of its people. It shows a 
readiness on the part of the Executive 
to yield weakly to the little, noisy clap­
trap of some shore politicians and trad- 

in the face of the frowning treaties 
and the grave books of the law which 
must groan on the library shelves. 
And it shows, too, a tendency 
to small dealing with great ques­
tions and great powers, which must 
spring from some inherited taint of the 
times of wooden hams and fraudulent 
nutmegs. What part Canada will be 
called upon to take in this new dispute 
is a point which will doubtless exercise 
the wits of some of our contemporaries. 
We do not think, however, that Canada 
need be called upon for any movement 
in the matter. It is a case that concerns 
Newfoundland. It will have .to be settled 
between Great Britain and the United 
States. Canada has no further interest 
in the matter than to watch the progress 
of the case as it bears on local statutes 
and the interpretation of treaties. The 
•United States have notfcven the scintilla 
juris in the case ; but emboldened by 
the success which pushing assurance has 
won for tiie country in times past, it 
now presses this absurd claim with all 
its old impudence ; but the success is 
lees assured. Great Britain has learned 
a lesson of wisdom in dealing with the 
United States. In time, the United 
States may learn a lesson of wisdom in 
dealing with England.

The interest of Canada in the 
Washington treaty and in the fish­
ery question is only sleeping; it is 
not dead. The publication of the 
award waa for us the last act of the 
drama of the Washington conven­
tion. The Americans with a protest and 
a grimace paid the award. The British 
Government, as in duty bound, handed 
over to us the sum of «4,387,500, and 
to Newfoundland the sum of «976,000 ; 
retaining a balance of «137,600, no 
doubt pending the settlement of the 
question of expenses. In 1883 or ao, no 
doubt our good friends will go in for ab­
rogation. Till then, we in Canada can 
afford to be easy ia eur minds, so for as 
an inevitable scorn for such proceedings 
as this Newfoundland claim will permit
it

The Napaaee Standard points out to 
temperance advocates that, while Mr. Mac 
kenize’s Government did not include a 

total abstainer, publicly known aa 
the present Government contains no 

than four pronounced abstainers, vis., 
Hon. Dr. Tapper, Hon. 8. L. Tilley, Hon. 
J. C. Ai kins and Hon. M. Bo well.

single I 
such,t

“ Is it possible that what we are pleased 
to call Free Trade may not be the univ 
sal cure it has been long believed to ÿe ?” is 
the question which even politicians of the 
Manchester school are asking themaelv 
An English correspondent thus describes 
the present trade situation:—We are under­
sold in our own markets in corn and iron. 
The very envelope this goes in ia French ; 
America is running us hard in cotton, and 
may shortly do so in woollen and worsted, 
and in beef and mutton ; and, notwith­
standing all our purchasing in the cheapest 
nsu-kets, labourers are locked out, looms 
are standing, furnaces are out of blast, and 
rents are falling, and there is no market to 
sell our goods in. Yet Canadian reform 
theorists declare that the main point to at­
tain » to make this a cheap country to live 
in. .

with the Dominion Govero- 
of a tract of land in 
for the settlement 

, He states that 
to be ao hard as 

Sweden, and if snit- 
be obtained in 

favourable terms, ten thousand 
Swedes will settle here. No doubt the 
Minister of Agriculture and Immigration 
wiU carefully consider any proposal of this 
character. A large number of Swedes are 
settled in Illinois and the Western States, 
and are remarkable for their prudence and 
energy, and Swedish immigrants would no 
doubt carve out for themselves comfortable 
hoihee' on the mairie lands of Manitoba 
and the North-West.

question of Confederation. He may have 
had conversations with Dominion Cabinet 
Ministers for aught we know, and in such 
conversations it would net be unreasonable 
if so important a subject ee that of the 
entry of Newfoundland into the Dominion 
were talked of. But in the first place we 
have no reason to assume that Mr. Shea 

any ef the Dominion Cabinet ; and, 
second, if he did, we are sure he threw out 

that Newfoundland wanted 
•• join the Dominion. This bugaboo of 

reps up every once in ». 
while in the Canadian papers to frighten 
us Newfoundlanders, sijd it would be in­
teresting to know who the father of the 
humbug is. Our Dominion friends, we 
can assure them, are much more anxious to 
secure Newfoundland ‘ to round off their 
Dominion’ than we are tifedo the rounding. 
If our sisters of the Dominion 
had since 1867 acted squarely 
amongst themselves, that might have been 
an inducement to some weak-kneed 
Newfoundlanders to ‘round them off.” 
But as a truth they have shown neither 
form nor comeliness, and we want to have 
nothing whatever to do in the work of 

1 shaping their ends.’ .The Voice of the 
jeople of Newfoundland must be heard he­
ure this colony enters the Confederation, 
and when the time shall come, if it everdo 
come, that the people have to past upon 
the matter again, another ‘no’ will go 
back to Canada that will ring in her ears 
for another decade. It is said that misery 
loves company. Sorely tiie company of so 
numerically small, if particularly happy 
and comfortable a population aa ours, can­
not much lessen Dominion difficulties. In 
1804 this journal went to the front in op­
position to Confederation, and did outpost 
duty until 1869, when the anti-Confedeiate 
battle was fought and won. We have 
been on outpost duty ever since, and there 
we shall remain until the bugle-sound calls 
us back to take our place in the anti-Con­
federate ranks for another fight. But let 
us all sleep easy. The country it safe in 
present hands. This bugaboo cry of Con­
federation is not the work of the Govern­
ment or of its friends, but of their enemies. 
There is s well-defined purpose in it, which 
it wffl probably be our duty to expose be­
fore many months are over, and we are 
surprised that these workers ef iniquity 
amongst ne do not themselves eee-how thin 
and transparent their little game is. We 
thought some of them had cried ‘wolfy 
wolf, often enough.”

A PREDICTION VERIFIED.

Grit Railway Blunders Bearing 
Their Fruits.

ia not

NewLively reading is provided by the 
York Times by the publication of i 
tended biography of ex-Speaker Moses, of 
South Carolina. The holders of the bills of 
the defunct State Bank wanted them 
funded in bonds, and a measure was in­
troduced, but stock at the very entrance of 
the legislative machine. One of its friends 
was informed by Speaker Mooes that 
“ «1,000 and a span of good horses” would 
secure its passage. He got them, and tiie 
bill was taken out of its order fend slid 
along to a third reading. It stuck again. 
“ Yon will have to oil tiie machine again.” 
he said. They oiled it by giving him 
$10,000 of the bonds. Then the bill went
through. After this ‘‘the machine” had 
to be “oiled” every time a bill was passed. 
His openly avowed doctrine was that if a 
bill was worth naming it was worth paying 
for. He divided generously with his fol­
lowers ; and in order to meet their con­
stantly increasing demands, he had a law 
passed which made “ Speaker’s warrants” 
payable, to tiie exclusion .of all other 
alums. There was no end to 
rants, 
mules for
in remote parts of the State. At this time 
Moees had a passion for horses and would 
adjourn the session in the midst of the 
most important business for the purpose of 
driving on the race-track. Finally the 
Speaker’s warrants were drawn on a bank­
rupt treasury, came to be worth ten rente 
on a dollar, and at last nothing.

Pembina, D.T., Jan. 4.—Mr. Macken­
zie’s arrangements with the contractors for 
the Pembina Branch are producing their 
natural fruits. While passengers and 
freight trains run with regularity south of 
the boundary there is nothing bnt delay 
and confusion in Manitoba. There 
a single water tank north of the 

it i
weather for freight cars to be 
gh. Over twenty eus of freight, 

vetoed at over seventeen thousand dollars, 
have accumulated at the boundary, some 
of it household furniture, and Christmas 
goods. The sidings are til full at Pepibina 
and there are no prospects of the dead lock 
being broken. The St. Paul and Pacific 
line only undertakes to transport passen­
gers and freight to the boundary and it 
depends on circumstances when they 
get through. There are no platforms, 
sheds or sidings on the Canadian 
side, and great dissatisfaction is felt at the 
want of forethought evinced in the absence 
of preparation. The St. Paul and Pacific 
Company would take hold of it and work 
the road north of the boundary, only Mac­
kenzie’s arrangement with the contractors 
gives till the 1st December neyt. Unless 
some special arrangement be made, it seems 
unquestionable that next season’s immi­
grants will be carried no further than the 
boundary by rail. The matter causes great 
anxiety in Manitoba, as fears are entertain­
ed that Canadian immigration will be di­
verted to the American side. It is not 
improbable, owing to a likelihood of the 
Pembina branch being unavailable for 
traffic in the early portion of next season, 
that the St. Paul and Pacific railway may 
arrange for the conveyance of freight by 

from Pembina to Winnipeg so- 
soon as navigation opens.

They were used to buy hones and 
for coloured men, and to stock farms

Speaker Turcotte is still busily occupied 
in endeavouring to retain tiie Quebec Gov­
ernment in office. The writ for 81 
Hyacinthe county has not yet been issued, 
and the constituency remains unrepresent­
ed. The reason is not far to seek. The 
late member, Hon. Mr. Bachand, waa 
elected by a majority of 64, and within 
fifteen days after his election Mr. Justice 
Sicotte, struck from the list the names of 
80 of those who had voted fop- the late 
Treasurer. Thus the Government party 
would be placed in a minority 
should an election -at once take place. 
At the general election in September a 
Conservative was elected to the Dominion 
House of Commons by a small majority, 
and the electors of the county claim that 
the new election for the Local Legislature 
should take place under the present list. 
Bnt Mr. LeteUier and his Ministry have 
decided that the election shall be deferred 
until March next, when the list 
shall have been revised. In order to 
accomplish this manœuvre a writ ia pre­
pared, signed by the Speaker, but not 
dated. The Quebec election law provides 
that, within forty days after the issue of a 
writ for a new election, the nomination 
must take £lace, and the date of such 
nomination is to be fixed by the Lieuten- 
ant-Govemor-in-Counoil. But tiie writ 
cannot be issued until it ia dated. Speak 
Turootto had promised that he would sign 
the writ, which he has done ; but while 
he literally fulfils his promise, he praoti 
cally does not, for he omits the essence of 
it—the date. Meanwhile the Government 
shower honours on him, and create him a 
Queen’s Counsel.

The Northern railway has offered $100 
reward for the conviction of some thieves 
who broke into the Aurora station and 
Stole twenty-two cents,

POLITICAL NOTES.

ALBERT, N.B.
Fredericton, Jan. 4.—Judge Wetmore 

yesterday gave judgment on the prelimi­
nary objections to the petition in the Al­
bert election case, holding that the objec­
tions to the form of and all allegations in 
the petition were not fatal, or at least he 
would allow amendment if necessary. On 
the question of «tiro vires he held the act 
valid. He held that the objection to the 
etitioner was not sustainable, because it 
id not allege the hiring of teams, etc., to 

have been done for any candidate or agent, 
and he refused to allow aa amendment in 
this respect on the ground that there was 
nothing to amend by. The case will short­
ly come on for trial.

Wunnrae, Man., Job. 3.—Tfee Selkirk election, 
groteet esse has been set down (or trial on the «Sri

FIOTOU.
Pictou, N.S., Jan. 7.—There was a 

grand rally of the liberal Conservative 
party here to-day. Every section of the 
country was represented by the most in­
telligent inhabitants and a Liberal Con­
servative Association for the county was 
organized. The proceedings throughout 
were characterized by great unanimity. It 
was determined to form a sub-section for 
the eastern part of the county and a grand 
central association to meet annually in 
Pictou. Mr. Donald Frazer was chosen 
president and Mr. Geo. Lyoll secretary.

A Real Necessity.—No house should be 
without a bottle of Haoyard’s Yellow 
Oil, in case of accident There is no pre­
paration offered to suffering humanity that 
has made so many permanent cures, or re­
lieved so much pain and misery. It ie 
called by some the Good Ssmantan, by 
others the Cure-all, and by the afflicted an 
Angel of Mercy. For sale by all dealers.

Epps’ Cocoa.—Grateful and Comfort­
ing.—** By a thorough knowledge of the 
natural law» which govern the operations 
of digestion and nutrition, and by a careful 
application of the fine properties of well- 
selected cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided out 
breakfast tables with a delicately flavoured 
beverage which may are us many heavy 
doctors' bills. It ia by the judicious use of 
such articles of diet' that a constitution 
may be gradually built up until strong 
enough to resist every tendency to disease. 
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating 
around us ready to attack wherever there 
ia a weak point. We may escape many a 
fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well forti­
fied with pore Mood and a properly nour­
ished frame.”—Civil Service Omette. Sold 
only in packets labelled “ James Errs * 
Co., Homoeopathic; Chemists, London,

TWO BAD SUICIDES.
Two peculiarly painful cases of suicide

----- the papers. At Woolwich a
n named Edward Pat tison, en­

fle be married, spent between £30 
1 £40 upon furniture, but as his sweet1 

heart was dissatisfied with a portion of it 
he resolved to endeavour to exchange it. 
He did not succeed in effecting this object, 
and, according to a letter found in his 
pocket, the failure broke his heart He 
then put aa end to his existence by taking 
«faits of salts. There was evidently no 
obstacle to the union of the young folks 
excepting that which the deceased imagined 
he saw in bis inability to get other furni­
ture, and the marriage was to have taken 
place immediately.

The second case relates to the unhappy 
death of Charles Humphreys, aged 23, a 
painter, late of Stratford, Essex. Agnes 
Rogers, aged 16, living at 40 Waddington 
street, Stratford, who bad kept company 
with the deceased for the last three years, 
stated that he had tea at her house on Sun­
day last. They had quarrelled, and he left 
the house, saying “Don’t be surprised, 
Agnes, if you never see me again.”’ He 
offered her a ring, bnt she refused to have 
it. She followed him, and at the gate of 
Temple Mills found him crying. He then 
said to her, “ Take the ring, or you will 
have to ask some one else for it.” She 
pushed it beck on his finie» when he ran 
down tiie beak, and shortly afterwards she 
heard a splash. She waa going to follow, 
but thought of her poor mother, who she 
believed would follow her. Witness here 
cried bitterly. George Cordate, manager 
to a former at Hackney-marsh, said he 
heard last witness exclaim “ My Charlie is

follow him, when he prevented her. The I 
jury returned a verdict of suicide whilst [ 
ina state of unsound mind.

DIPHTHERIA.
As everything relating to this terrible 

complaint is interesting just now, we ex­
tract the following from the British Medical 
Journal : Professor Klebe, of Prague, has 
recently performed a series of experiments 
on himself and other persons, to test the 
efficacy of benzoate of soda in destroying 
the formation of microscopic fungi in the 
body. He has found that it procured re­
lief in several cases of gastric catarrh and 
other diseases which are often noticed in 
persons who work a great deal among de­
composed organic substances. In order, 
however, to he certain of the antiseptic or 
antimyoetic power of this drug, ft was 
necessary to find ont whether, «hen intro­
duced into the body of a healthy animal, 
it would enable ft to resist infection. Diph- 
theritic membranes were accordingly soaked 
for some time in Bnchholtz’s solution ; 
then mixed with benzoate of soda and in-1 
noculatod upon the surface of several 
healthy animals, of which some had pre] 
viously received a hypodermic injection of] 
the above-mentioned substance. It waJ 
then shown that, in those animal, which! 
had had the injection, the diphtheritic 
membrane waa destroyed in ten ■"■■—trsl 
whilst it still could be seen in the eyes os 
the others two hours after the operation 
Klebe has administered benzoate of soda uJ 

: doses varying from five grammes to hie 
patients, whe never experienced the least! 
mconvenience from it.

AN EASILY DUPED RANK.
This is what the English papers are! 

calling a “ Clever bank swindle.” Aj 
better heading would be, “ Remarkable 
stupidity of a bank cashier.” A well- 
dressed stranger entered the Commercial 
Bank at Greenock, and intimated that he 
desired to open « account with the 
branch, and thereupon he deposited £15, 
and asked to be furnished with a cheque­
book. This was given him, when ft ap­
pears he proceeded to Edinburgh by the 
first train, and going to the British Lro— 
Company’s Bank there, arid he desired 
open « acoos " 
small sum and 
cheque on thefl
amount, and requesting that the sum 1 
placed to his credit. He then stated th 
for immediate use he would draw sever 
hundred pounds, which was paid to hii 
On the cheque being presented at tj 
Greenock branch of the Commercial tl 
swindle was exposed, and for the lari 
amount paid by the British Linen, t 
Commercial handed over the £15 lodgJ 
with them by the swindler, who manage 
to escape, and served the bank right, to]

A PROPHET IS TROUBLE.
Edward Byrne Madden has been hrougl 

up on remand at Bow street, charged wi 
having addressed letters to Mr. Cross aj 
Mr. Adolphus Liddell, the Secretary aj 
Permanent Under-Secretary for the Hon] 
DepartroeqjCcontaining threats against tj 
life of the Queen. Evidence proving th; 
the letters were in Madden’s handwritu 
having been given, he was committed fl 
trial The following is one of the lette 
read in Court :—

Optics or ths Modem Pkophst, 9, ) 
Cock dsla Feme St. Lazass, - 

Pabh, May (6th, 1878. >
R»ht Hoe. Sir,—Abdication of the Queen Yj 

tori»,—By order of the Holy Spirit, and alio 1 
order of the Prince Albert and his prophet, E. 
Madden, presently in his heavenly office, and I 
the grace of God, we proclaim the resignation of h] 
Most Oration» Majesty in favour of the Prince 
Woles as King of Great Britain, fee. Done in d 
office at tbs Modern Prophet, and with the rothoi 
ration of the Saviour of Mankind- Some cental 
and centurie» had named, it waa in the evening J 
one of those long days which are the days of Got] 
and my soul was absorbed in a deep stupor an] 
troubled in itself, when » voice descended fro; 
Heaven mid to roe, “ Modern Prophet, what do yd 
see T and as I did not answer at all, it mid to mJ 
“ Go and receive £1,000 at the office of his Excel 

tiOTOTfered Lyons, 39, Rue dn Faubourg St. Honorj
BomByPPmUHHu the Right Hofli 

I 1868, by order of the QueenTictorùTandby^l 
commands to your predecessor, 1, ths mod 
prophet, have been four year» at the Hanwell Lu 
tic Asylum without insanity. The Rev. Dodwell l 
not insane. Give orders, it you please, by te)<*r 
immediately to pay me to-morrow the £1,000 
question, otherwise I will start at once for Balm 
to see her Majesty the Queen, and change the fi 
of government. Have the kindness te remit to 
poet the enclosed letters, If yon plots'-, and I h 
«onto hare ths pleasure of swing you in Lon 
oaMnlly- For the present receive, Monsieur
SïïSS.'rf 5S22T P^0a“d ^

E. R. MADDEN, Modern Proche 
P. 8.—Answer immediately ; it is the will of G 

E. B. M.. M. 1
Approved—By order of Prince Albert.
Tb.M^ttACro"aMADDE1

I the AUSTRALIAN CRISIS AND CANADA. 
■ The-Rmss, in « editorial takes exec 
I the same views as those we recently erpres: 
Im The Mail respecting the measures p 
|P°—d by Mr. Berry. It observes :—“1 

L™n with respect to oontoover 
I. r--R that they should be submit 
I *° she popular vote, according to the s 

town in Switzerland as the Refer 
■ still more opposed to English id 

l*nd examples. Plebiscitary governin' 
I »aa not been very successful anywhere, i 
I in a community swayed by tiie democre 

urit it would be inconsistent with I 
,and authority of Parliament.
I the opinion of many who do not at all sy 
Ipathiae with the Council in its stubborn a 
I unyielding defiance of the colonial den 

Vth* P**” * plebiscite is radie»;
If a great innovation is needed 
deadlocks impossible, there is mu 

be arid for the ‘ Norwegian s; 
, Ruder which the two Houses ef 1 

«re, after disagreement about! 
■ would be compelled to meet]

’ *«d divide upon ft aa a single Cl 
’ the Tict*y being thus secured foJ 

at branch,’ if it had a majorii 
\b«t not otherwise. Itisd<

? in the constitutij 
be titrating a nomirj 

and giving the] 
r.*° «p new members |

I power analogous td
t he tl. °® mating peers—v

« earrective of all cJ
oundtw *Lî!"£re Upper Ho 
rot not easily eoi

, rr “e limitations to which in 
Iv the TA?6 °*. Mantis submits. Ac] 

sue Dominion Act of 1867 mad 
’•nominated body."

op COLONIAL TIMBER. 
r0*d m the London Globe 1


