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MULTIPLY AS THE BUDS one class or profession. The labor- 
ers sent forth by Wesley in the 
eighteenth century, like the laymen 
enlisted by Archbishop Taic in the 
nineteenth, had a work to do, and 
right earnestly and successfully they 
did it. Let us never allow the pew 
to again be shackled and its lips 
sealed with the silence of death. 
What we need more and more in the 
beginning of this twentieth century 
is not a better educated ministry, 
but one which will start forth a 
speaking and a testifying pew.

Another great cause for the mul­
tiplying power of Methodism is the 
"class system." This “class system," 
so-called, dates its historic birth to 
the 15th day of February, 1742. Like 
the life of the Wandering Jew, may 
it never have a death! May this 
system live on and on until at last 
earthly time shall cease and the 
struggles against sin shall be swal­
lowed up in the eternal conquests of 
heaven!

This was how the famous "class 
system" of Methodism was born; 
John Wesley and his brother Charles 
were visiting their society in the city 
of Bristol, A large financial indebt­
edness hung as an incubus over that 
society's place of worship. While the 
members of that society were discus­
sing with the leaders how they 
should lift the debt a Captain Foy 
arose and proposed that each mem­
ber should be taxed one penny a 
week until the debt was paid. "But 
that is not fair," some one protest- 
ingly said. "Here are some people 
who are so poor they cannot afford 
to give even a penny." * Then," said 
Captain Foy, "put eleven of the 
poorest with me, and if they can 
give anything I will call upon them 
weekly and collect the same, and if 
they give nothing I will give for them 
as well as for myself, and each of 
you can call on eleven of your neigh­
bors weekly, receive what they give 
and make up what is wanting." No 
sooner had Captain Foy spoken than 
in a flash a divine inspiration came 
to John Wesley. "Yes, yes," said 
the great leader to himself; "that is 
just what Methodism needs—a sys­
tem of caring for its own, a system 
by which its members shall not be 
herdèd together as wild animals are 
herded together, but a system which 
will single men out and place them 
in circles of tens, and over these 
circles shall be placed a separate 
leader who will have charge of each 
class. These leaders in turn were to 
meet and report to their pastors. 
Their pastors in turn to-day meet 
and report to their presiding elders. 
Each man by the "class system" of 
Methodism is responsible to some in­
dividual person of the church.

We see the value of individual re­
sponsibility in the temporal world. 
Why should we not see the same re­
sults from the "class system" of 
Methodism? Your boy is about six­
teen years of age. Where are you go­
ing to send the lad to college? 
"Well," you say, "I would like in 
many ways to send him to one of 
our great universities, but the 
trouble is I am afraid. There the 
boy will only be lost among a crowd 
of hundreds of other students, and 
no one will be individually respon­
sible for the lad. I think I shall 
send him to one of our smaller col- 
leges, where he will come in close 
contact with his teachers, and these 
teachers will be able to keep their 
eye upon him." You send your boy 
to a small college to secure the indi- 
vidual touch of * professor upon the 
boy.

Now, the "class system" of Metho­
dism has a double purpose—first, it 
makes the Methodist convert a mem­
ber of a great gospel university in 
which there are hundreds of thous­
ands and millions of members and it 
gives to that convert the enthusiasm 
which truly comes from great num­
bers, and, secondly, it separates the 
Methodist convert from the masses. 
It places him in a gospel family for 
which some one is responsible. It 
gives to him a separate gospel gar­
den in which to labor. It says: "Old

do aught but terrorize and mawerthe 
worshipers tremble with fear. Do you 
wonder that the churches of old 
which sang for the most part the 
songs of death, should have wor­
shipers who gave only half-hearted 
voices to their singing? But while 
the Methodist Church has its songs 
in the minor key, for the most part 
the Methodist songs are songs of life 
and joy and hope. Go if you will 
with me to any of the great Metho­
dist camp meeting resorts of this 
country and you will know of what I 
speak. The mightiest shout ever 
raised by conquering host upon bat­
tlefield was never more triumphant 
than are the camp meeting songs of 
Desplaines or Ocean Grove. When the 
Methodists sing "We are marching to 
Zion ' they sing it in such a way 
that it seems to fling wide open the 
gates of the heavenly city.

Lastly, Methodism has had its mar­
velous and miraculous multiplying 
power because it has had an infinite 
field in which to labor. It has work­
ed for the most part among the 
common people. Certain churches in 
the world have been known as 
churches of a class. Some churches 
have been known as churches which 
appealed to the greatest amount of 
brains in almost every Christian 
community. Other churches have 
been known as the churches of the 
aristocracy. But though John Wes­
ley had as much brain as any man 
of his generation, and though by po­
litical preferment he could have 
reached a position of influence in 
aristocratic society, yet he chose to 
cast his lot among the common 
people. He did not believe there was 
one gospel for the rich and another 
for the poor—one for the brainy 
men and another for him of email 
mental calibre. John Wesley believed 
all classes should meet as one at the 
throne of grace. Therefore, as the 
common people crowded around him 
to receive his message, many of the 
rich and the affluent stayed away. 
He was truly the missionary to the 
middle and lower classes. Are we in 
church work ready to reach out in 
Christ’s name for the conversion of 
the same kind of people?

It was said of our Lord that "the 
common people heard him gladly." 
Ah, that is the best encomium that 
can be placed upon the tomb of the 
founder of Methodism! When Peter 
Cartwright, many years ago, arose 
to preach in Tennessee some one 
whispered to him, "General Jackson 
is in your audience." With that Peter 
Cartwright turned and said: "I hear 
that General Jackson is in this au­
dience. But I want to say to Gener­
al Jackson that I have no gospel for 
him any different from that which I 
offer to every man." Then, in a voice 
of thunder, Cartwright cried: "Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish! General Jackson, that mes­
sage is for you. Poor man, that mes­
sage is for you." So, to-day, John 
Wesley in his old pulpit, like Peter 
Cartwright in vision, is stretching 
out his arms over the whole sinful 
world crying: "Repent! Repent! Re­
pent!" And at the same time he is 
calling: "Come to the mercy seat! 
Come! Come!"

God bless John Wesley’s memory! 
God bless all Methodists and Metho- 
dism! Delegates to the general con­
ference of 1904, in Christ's name we 
bid you welcome. Aye, we open our 
hearts and greet you with 10,000 
Christian salutations. May you al­
ways love us in the spirit with which 
we greet you on thia Sabbath day.

Mohammed or of Christ.“ The Es- ■
tablished church of that time be­
lieved in carrying the phylacteries 
upon the forehead, but not in prac­
ticing Christ’s spiritual lessons in 
the life. It was so given over to 
formalism arid rites and ceremonies 
that it had no warning to give even 
to men in its pulpits who, like the 
Pharisees of old, were whited sepul­
chers, fair to the eye, but within 
harboring decaying corpses and 
whose private lives were a repulsive 
stench. "It is the inward witness, 
son, the inward witness." spake the 
dying father, Samuel Wesley, to his 
son John—‘this is the strongest 
proof of Christianity." So John 
Wesley and his followers resolutely 
set their faces against the prevalent 
sins of that day. They vehemently 
declared that the Christian church 
should not only have a pure creed, 
but that its members should be men 
of pure private lives. In the high 
spiritual standard set before the in­
dividual church members we find the 
chief cause of the marvelous develop­
ment of the Methodist church.

My brother, It is of vital import­
ance that all Protestant churches 
realize that they are making a fatal 
error when they in any way com­
promise their high spiritual stand­
ards by alliance with sin. The high­
er the standard of the Christian 
church the greater will be its suc­
cess. We do not need to-day church­
es that honor winebibbing ministers. 
We do not need churches which, 
when they have a church sociable, 
tell their young people they may 
dance and play cards. We do not de­
sire churches whose members in their 
every day actions are nowise differ­
ent from the people of the world. 
One of the reasons why the Chris­
tian Endeavor Society, of which 
Francis E. Clark is the president, 
is numbering its members by the 
hundreds of thousands and the mil­
lions is because of its ironclad 
pledge. John Willis Baer, who for 
so many years was secretary of that 
young people's Christian organiza­
tion, was right when in my presence 
some years ago he declared, "The 
high standard of the character of 
the Endeavorers is due to the high 
standard of the society’s pledge."

This fact alone does not tell all 
the story of its marvelous, multiply­
ing power. There are many other 
reasons for the growth of Methodism. 
One of the chief of these is the fact 
that John Wesley was the emanci­
pator of the laymen, as Martin Luth­
er was the emancipator of the Bible. 
The English ecclesiastic opened the 
dumb lips of the pew. The German 
reformer broke the iron clasps hold­
ing together the lids of the word of 
God, which barred to all but ordain­
ed priests access to the life giving 
message that God sent for the de­
liverance of all his sinful children. 
John Wesley said to the blacksmith 
at the forge and the cobbler on his 
bench and the wife in her kitchen: 
"Go forth and be my evangelists. 
You may not be graduates of theolo­
gical seminaries, but you can testify 
of Christ's love. Martin Luther 
said: "There, laymen, is the open
Bible. Read it. Ponder it. Study 
it. Read it with your own eyes and 

kiss it with your own lips." Do 
you wonder that when John Wesley 
built the Methodist church upon an 
open Bible and then in public meet­
ing set all his people testifying of 
God's word and love he became one 
of the greatest gospel reformers of 
the ages?

John Wesley because he sent forth 
the common people preaching and 
praying everywhere was in derision 
called a "Methodist." He was sneer­
ed at because in his day custom 
dictated that no man should pray in 
public unless he read his prayer out 
of a printed prayer book or speak 
for Christ unless he was entitled to 
wear a cassock and bands of an or- 
dained priest. But John Wesley re­
moved these restrictions for the Me­
thodists and sent the laymen forth 
preaching and praying, as in the lat­
ter years Archibald Tait, archbishop 
of Canterbury, enlisted the services 
of unordained workers in various 
branches of church activity and 
earned, for himself the title given 
him in scorn by a jealous clergy of 
"the archbishop of the laity." 
There, upon his monument in old 
Canterbury, is chiseled in the most 
beautiful of epitaphs, "The one de­
sire of his life was to make the 
Church of England the church of 
the people." Oh, my friends, let us 
hold fast this liberty of service. The 
work of propagating the gospel is 
not committed exclusively to any

OR. TALMAGE’S WELCOME TO ME­
THODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE.

SECRET OF ITS INFLUENCE

■toe and Growth of the Methodist Church 
in the Religious World—Just and 
Generous Tribute From » Preacher 
Who Ie Met of That Especial Fold of 
Christ’s Kingdem- Wesley Everywhere 
Respeeted.•

Entered according to Act of Parliament of Can. 
ada, in the year 1904, by William Bally, of To- 
rente, at the Dep t of Agriculture. Ottawa.

Loa Angeles, Cal., May 1.—On the 
occasion of the assembling of the 
Methodist General Conference of 
1904 the preacher welcomes the dele­
gates and points out the rise and 
growth of Methodism and the secret 
of its far reaching influence upon the 
religious world to-day. The text is 
Ezekiel xvi, 7, "I have caused thee 
te multiply as the bud of the field."

Lord Macaulay, in one of his es­
says, declares that John Wesley had 
a greater natural genius.for Govern­
ment than had Richelieu. The great 
historian- believed that in these 
words he was giving the eminent 
divine the highest praise. The 
whole Christian world is in accord in 
that estimate, and as it recognizes 
the achievements of the church which 
John Wesley founded it thanks and 
praises God for that beneficent life.

The name of John Wesley is every­
where respected by the good and the 
true. Therefore is it to be wondered 
at that our people, no matter to 
what Protestant church they belong- 

hailed with joyful acclaim the 
that the Methodist General 

Conference of 1904 was to assemble 
in the City of the Angels? This con­
ference opens its session during the 
coming week. We, as a people, look 
forward to its sessions with interest 
and hope. We believe that by close 
touch this conference will bless all 

• Protestant churches, no matter to 
what denomination they belong. It 
is appropriate on this Sabbath day 
to bid the incoming delegates wel­
come. It is also appropriate to 
state some of the reasons why the 
little band of followers with which 
John.Wesley surrounded himself has 
grown in numbers until to-day it 
out-numbers in membership every 
other individual Protestant church 
in America and in the world.

First, her genesis. In order to 
study the marvelous multiplying 
power of Methodism let us analyze 
the conditions attendant upon her 
birth. We must find upon what 
troublous waters her cradle was 
rocked and search out the place of 
her infancy, even as the Egyptian 
princess found the future emanci­
pator of the Hebrew race sleeping in 
a willow basket among the bulrushes 
of the River Nile. Every great 
movement in history has been the 
product of the condition of the time 
of its birth. God in his providence 
has ordained that the prevalence of 
unrighteousness in a nation shall so 
stir the souls of his people that they 
will gather in his name around the 
standard of some leader whom he 
raises up to witness for him.

What were the conditions of the 
nation at the time of., the birth of
the Methodist church? Did she come
into the world as a protest to the STORY DF GRAND 

OLD MUSICIAN
Dodd’s Kidney Pills Cured His 

Kidney Disease Years of 
Standing.

, sins of a corrupt English court? Oh, 
yes. In no time of English history 
have bribery and debauchery run 
more riot than during Robert Wal­
pole’s occupancy of the English 
premiership. He was the author of 
the famous and hateful sentence in 
reference to the House of Commons, 
"All these men have their price." 
What Robert Walpole in statecraft 
could not win by fair means he won 
by foul. But Methodism came into 
.the world to do a greater work than 
merely to protest against Govern­
mental depravity. It came, as 

/ Josiah Strong has said, as a pro­
test against an Established church, 
which believed at that time more in 
outward ceremonies than in spirit- 

:ual truths. "Isaac Taylor," so re­
cords the author of "The Next Great 
Awakening," "calls the church of 
this period ‘a fair carcass,’ " and 
Blackstone says that he went to 
hear every preacher of note in Lon- 
don and that there was not one 
whose discourse indicated whether he 
was ..a., follower of Confucius or

convert, you look after that Samuel J. Crow, Well-Known as ithe 
Leader of the North Pelham and 
Rosedene String Band, is Again En- 
joying Perfect Vigor.
Rosesene, Ont., May 5.—(Special).- 

There are few better known musi- 
cans in thia part of Canada than 
Samuel J. Crow, for many years lead­
er of the old Pelham and Rosedene 
String Band, and only his retiring 
nature has kept him from (gaining 
a national reputation. Consequently 
his complete, recovery, from an ag­
gravated case of Kidney Disease of 
years has aroused much comment 
here. Interviewed regarding his case 
Mr. Crow said: , i i ,

"To-day I enjoy as good health as 
I did in boyhood and I give Ithe en­
tire crédit to Dodd's Kidney Pills. J 
suffered for years from Kidney Trou­
ble which became aggravated upon 
every attack of cold, and caused me 
agony. In the winter of 1898, tit de­
veloped into gravel, when I was 
totally unfit for anything. I tried 
different medicines without the de­
aired results.

"I was in constant misery when 
I commenced to use Dodd's Kidney 
Pills. To my astonishment and de- 
light I immediately began to recov- 
er, and after using five boxes the 
disease had entirely disappeared. I 
have known others Who were great 
sufferers to be entirely cured by 
Dodd's Kidney Pille."

An affair of the heart should not 
be entered into in a half-hearted sort 
of way. /

young 
Visitman and that young 

them in their homes, 
have the right kind

woman.
See that they 
of companion-

ship. When they are absent from the
house of God learn why they are 
absent and tell them that they are 
missed." Individual responsibilities 
for individuals—that is the great 
multiplying slogan of the Methodist 
"class system." For whom, O Chris­
tian man, are you responsible in 
Christ’s name?

The Methodist Church, in the next 
place, is a singing church, whose 
songs are nearly always keyed to 
the tune of hope and joy and the 
glorious harmonies of a blessed 
hereafter. It is a church whose mu­
sic is filled with halleluiah choruses 
and battle hymns and inspiring 
marching melodies. It is a church 
which believes that our thanks and 
gratitude for blessings received can 
be returned to God as well when 
standing upon our feet and, in the 
words of the psalmist, "singing unto 
the Lord," as when on bended knee
we offer them in silent prayer in 
the closet. The trouble with many 
of our churches is they always ima­
gine Christ as keeping step to the 
slow time of a dirge, but they can- 
not imagine his moving lips as join­
ing in a wedding march or in the 
joys of a social gathering.

Daniel Webster once said: "The 
proof to me that the church was es­
tablished by God is found in the fact 
that it has existed in spite of the 
begowned ministers who have been 
caged up to preach their sermons be­
hind their repellent pulpits. Any law­
yer would be ruined if he were com­
pelled to plead for his client behind

Sunlight Seep freshens end Linoleums end Olicioths.

SLIGHT SPRAINS GROW WORSE
a wooden box, as the minister by 
custom is compelled to plead for 
his Christ." Whether that statement 
41 true or not, I am not here to dis- 
cuss, but one of the great facte that 
convince me that the church ie a di­
vine institution ie that it has exist- 
ed for hundreds of years in spite of 
the sepulchral and awful hymns with 
which the choirs used to lead in the 
song worship. These hymns, for the 
most part, were all gloom, all dark­
ness, all breathing fire and brim­
stone and death. When one sang them 
he could almost feel the bot, hissing 
fames of sternal punishment scorch- 
ine such singing as the I There is reason in all things, and a need churches,indulged in could ‘woman's is “because.”

Unless promptly treated. The great 
strength of Nerviline enables it to 
quickly cure all manner of sprains and 
strains. ‘‘I sprained my wrist,” writes 
Leonard E. Milford, of Rockland, 
“while working in the mill, but had to 
lay off, it became so painful and swol- 
len. I rubbed my wrist thoroughly 
with Nerviline twice a day and put on 
a bandage. The pain soon went away 
and frequent rubbing with Nerviline 
soon cured. Nerviline is undoubtedly 
an excellent liniment and the beat 
reliever I ever used.” Nerviline cer­
tainly is extra good. Price 25c.

you wash linoleums and oilcloths with ordinary soap you will 
find the colors will fade. You can preserve their colors and make 
them last a longtime if you wash them with Sunlight Soap. When 
dirty, wash with warm water and Sunlight Soap, rinse with clean water 
and wipe completely dry with a soft cloth. Use Sunlight Soap 
throughput the house. It makes homes bright and hearts light. It 
contains no impurities or free alkalis to injure the most delicate fabric.

ASK FOR THE OCTAGON BAR.
Sunlight Soap washes the clothes, white and won't injure the hands.

LEVER BROTHERS LIMITED, TORONTO. 7a

♦ 0909

WE HANDLE THE BEST 

MATTRESSES
IN THE MARKET.

We are sole agents for the 
Marshall Sanitary Mattress, at $20 00

Ostermoor Mattress, a patent
elastic felt mattress,made of pur­
est and cleanest felt, price,

Saow Flake Felt, choice qual­
ity corded cotton felt, hand laid,

Star Felt Mattress,corded cot­
ton, felt, at - - -

15 00

10 00

UrmIT- 9 00

$4 50
3 00
2 25

No. I Health Mattress, clean, soft and comfortable, 
2 ** •• «

3 “ * «
We also sell the Harinfelt Mattress, made of alternate layers of hair 

and felt, at ...................................................
We are keeping up our reputation by handling the largest stock, the 

best and most artistic lines of Furniture in the market.

16 00

THE McDONALD FURNITURE CO., Limited 
00000000900000000000060006 090090000000006600666066
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$ HAVE YOU TRIED OUR $

IWHOLE WHEAT FLOUR#

I We have just recently installed Newf 
f Machinery for making WHOLE WHEAT and t
+ GRAHAM FLOURS. +
* All our bakers are using them and pro-1 
I nounce them “The BEST EVER.” ♦-
+ Our "Gluten Grits,” a product of the + 
± Square Sifter,” is praised by all users. Our :: 

Grocers claim it is the best Breakfast Cereal 1 
on the market. For sale by all grocers or :: 
’Phone No. 1..

AND OUR 

enuine Graham lour ?

Beaver Flour, the best blended flour on 
earth. " Milled in a model mill for the model 
Canadian housewife.”

THE T. I TAILOR CO., Limite
+++++++++++++++++++*********************

6 Sound Reasons 
Why Bu-Ju has been so successful

Because Bu-Ju has merit and will do what is claimed 
for it—cure kidney troubles—and it is the 
only remedy that will do it.

Because Bu-Ju cures the disease and not the 
symptoms. They disappear when the cause 
is removed.

Because Bu-Ju is a tried and approved remedy, 
with thousands of testimonials back of it.

Because Bu-Ju is made by a thoroughly reliable, 
long-established house.

Because Bu-Ju does not claim to be a cure-all, 
but it does cure disordered kidneys and all 
troubles arising from them.

Because Bu-Ju’s best friends are those who have 
used it and are constantly saying good words 
for it.

640 Park St., London, October 11, 190s.
The Claflin Chemical Co., Windsor, Ont.

Gentlemen:—I was for weeks unable to work and almost unable to dress myself, with 
kidney trouble, when I decided to try Bu-Ju and found relief in a few days, and now I am 
as well as ever, after doctors failing. I owe my present good health to Bu-Ju.

Yours truly, W. E. BROWN.

For sale by druggists, or will be 
sent by mail on receipt of price; 
50 cents per box.

antigel
NEW YORK, N.V., AND 

WINDSOR, ONT.

-1 Frost Lawn Fence
is strong, attractive and durable.

Beautify your homes by having one of our 
Fences. We also carry a large line of 
Ornamental Gates, write for catalogue and prices

THE FROST WIRE FENCE CO., LTD., WINNIPEG, MAN., WELLAND, ONT.

Fast Direct Service
BETWEEN

Canadian Points andI Pittsburg, 
t. LouisCincinnati and

VIA THE

DRE
& MICHIGAN SOUTHERN R’Y

FROM BUFFALO.
Through sleepers from Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston and 

Toronto, over the Canadian Pacific and Grand Trunk R. R.’s, connecting 
at Buffalo with the Southwestern Limited at midnight, The Southwest­
ern Express at 8:55 A. M., and The Exposition Flyer at 1:25 P. M.

Dining car service—unexcelled equipment.

J. W. DALY, Gen’l Eastern Agent, BUFFALO, N.Y.
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