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CHAPTER XVIL—(Cont'd.)

“Was it the collar you were looking
for in the cupboard?” said Bill
eagerly.

“Of course. ‘“Why no collar? I
Sfli(]. For some reason Cayley con-
sidered it necessary to hide all
Mark’s c'sthes; not just the suit, but
everything which he was wearing, or
supposed to be wearing, at the time
of the murder. But he hadn’t hidden
the collar. Why? Had he left it out
by mistuke? So I looked in the cup-
board. It wasn’t there. Had he left
it out on purpose? If so, why?—and
where was it? Naturally I began to
say to myself, ‘Where have I seen a
collar lately? A collar all by itself?’
And I remembered—what, Bill?”

Bill frowned heavily to himself, and
shook his head.

“Don’t ask me, Tony. T can’t— By
jove!” He threw up his head. “In
the baskat in the office bedroom!”

“Exactly.”

“But is that the one?”

“The one that goes with {
the clothes? I don’t know. Where
else can it be? But if so, why send
the collar quite casually to the wash
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in the.ordinary way, and take im-
mense trotble to hide everything else?
Why, why, why?”

Bill bit hard at his pipe, but could
think of nothing to say.

“Anyhow,” said Antony, getting-up
restlessly, “I'm certain of one thing.
Mark knew on the Monday that Rob-
ert was coming here.”

CHAPTER XVIII

The coroner, having made a few
commonplace remarks as to the ter-
rible nature of the tragedy which they
had come to investigate that after-
noon, proceeded to outline the case
to the jury.

Antony did not expect to learn much
from the evidence—he knew the facts
of the case so well by now—but he
wondered if Inspector Birch had de-
veloped any new theories. If so, they
would appear in the coroner’s exam-
ination, for the coroner would certain-
ly have been coached by the police as
to the important facts to be extracted
from each witness. Bill was the first
to be put through it.

“Now, about this letter, Mr. Bever-
ley?” he was asked when his chief
evidence was over. “Did you see it
at all?”

“I didn’t see the actaal writing. 1
saw the back of it. Mark was holding
it up when he told us about his bro-
ther.”

“You don’t know what was in it,
then?”

Bill had a sudden shock. He had
read the letter only that morning. He
knew quite well what was in it. But
it wouldn’t do to admit this. And
then just as he was about to perjure
himself, he remembered: Antony had
heard Cayley telling the Inspector.

“I knew afterwards. I was told.
But Mark didn’t read it out at break-
fast.”

“You gathered, however, that it was
an unwelcome letter?”

“Oh, yes!”

“Would you say that Mark was
frightened by it?” |

“Not frightened. Sorf of blttorAl\
and resigned. Sort of ‘Oh, Lord, here
we are again!’”? I‘

There was a titter here and there.
The coroner smiled and tried to pre-
tend that he hadn’t.

“Thank you, Mr. Beverley.”

The next witness was summoned by
the name of Andrew Amos, and An-
tony looked up with interest, wonder-
ing who he was.

“He lives at the inner lodge,
pered Bill to him.

All that Amos had to say was that
a stranger had passed by his lodge at
a little before three that afternoon,
and had spoken to him. He had seen
the body and recognized it as the man.

“What did he say?”

“‘Is this right for the Red House?
or something like that, sir.”

“What did you say?”

“I said, ‘This is the Red House.
Who do you want to see? Ie was a
bit rough-locking, you know, sir, and
I didn’t know what he was doing
there.”

“Well?”

“Well, sir, he said, ‘Is Mister Mark
Ablett at home? It doesn’t sound
much put like that, sir, but I didn’t
care about the way he said it. So I
got in front of him like, and said,
‘What do you want, eh? and he gave
a sort of chuckle and said, ‘I want to
see my dear brother Mark.’”

“Well, then I took a closer look at
him, and I sce that p'raps he might be

" whis-
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his brother, so I said, ‘If you'll follow
| the drive, sir, you'll come to the house ‘
Of course I can't say if Mr. Ablett’s

a zort of nasty

jlaugn a ‘ine place
‘.\Iistn' Mark here, Plenty
iof money to spend, eh?" Well, then I
had another look at him, but before I'
lcould make up my mind, he laughed|
; on. That's all I can tc!l!

t

rand went
| you, sir.”
“ Andrew Amos stepped down and
moved away to the back of the room,!
'nor did Antony take his eyes off him
}l.ntil he was assured that Amos in-
tended to remain there until the in-
"quest was over,

“Who's Amos talking to now?” he:
whispered to Bill. |

“Parsons. One of the gardeners.
He's at the outside lodge on the Stan-'
ton road. They're all here torTay!
Sort of holiday for ’em.” |
| “I wonder if he’s giving evidence,
't00,” thought Antony.

He was. He followed Amos. He
had been at work on the lawn in front

of the house and had seen Robert'

He didn’t hear the'
He was a little!
He had seen al

Ablett arrive.
shot—not to notice.
hard of hearing.
gentleman arrive about five minutes
after Mr. Robert. |

“Can you see him in eourt now?”
asked the coroner. !

Parsons looked round slowly. An-‘
tony caught his eye and smiled. |

“That’s him,” said Parsons, point-'
ing.

Everybody looked at Antony.

“That was about five minutes after-
ward ?”

“‘About that, sir.”

“Did anybody come out of the house
before this gentleman’s arrival?”

“No, sir. That is to say, I didn't
see ’em.”

Stevens followed. She gave her evi-
dence much as she had given it to the
Inspector. Nothing new was brought
out by her examination. Then came
Elsie. As the reporters scribbled
down what she had overheard, they
added in brackets “Sensation’ for the
first time that afrernoon.

“How so01 arter you had heard this
did the shot come?” asked the cor-
oner.

“Almost at once, sir.”

“Were you sti'l in the hall?”"

“Oh, no, sir. I was just outside
Mrs. Stevens’ room. The housekeeper,
sipd

“You didn’t think of going back to
the hall to see what had happened?”

“Oh, no, sir. I just went in to Mrs.
Stevens, and she said, ‘Oh, what was
that?” frightened-likee And I said,
‘That was in the house, Mrs. Stevens,
that was.’ Just like something going
off, it was.”

“Thank you,” said the coroner.

There was another emotional dis-
turbance in the room as Cayley went
into the witness-box; not “Sensation”
this time, but an eager and, as it seem-
ed to Antony, sympathetic interest.
Now they were getting to grips with
the drama.

He gave his evidence carefully, un-
emotionally—the lies with the same
slow deliberation as the truth. Antony
watched him intently, wondering what
it was about him which had this odd
sort of attractiveness. For Antony,
who knew that he was lying, and ly-
ing (as he belicved) not for Mark’s
sake but his own, yet could not help
sharing some of that general sym-
pathy with him.

“Was Mark ever in possession of
a revolver?” asked the coroner.

“Not to my knowledge. I -think I
should have known if he had been.”

“You were alone with him all that
morning. Did he talk about this visit
of Robert’s at all®’

“I didn’t see very much of him in
the morning. I was at work in my

He gave his evideace cavefully.

room, and outside, and so on. We
lunched together and he talked of it
then a little.”

“In what terms?”

“Well—” he hesitated, and then
went on, “I can’t think of a better
word than ‘peevishly.’

“You didn’t hear any conversation
between the brothers when they were
in the office together?”

“No. I happened to go into the
library just after Mark had gone in,
and I was there all the time,”

“Was the library door open?”

“Oh, yes.”

“Did you see or hear the ]
ness at all?”

“No.” |

“Would you call Mark a hasty- |
tempered man?” !

Cayley considered this carefully he-!
fore answering. ‘

“ITasty-tempered, yes,” he said. |
“But not violent-tempered.” |

“Was he fairly athletic? ;\vli\'o’
and quick?” f

“Active and quick, yes. . Not par-|
ticularly strong.” |

“Yes. . . . One question more. Was|

ast wit-

Mark in the habit of carrying :m_\"'

considerable sum of money about with |
him?” l
“Yes. He always had one £100 noto
on him, and perhape ten or na-rnt_\"
pounds 5 wall.”
“Thank you, Mr, Cayley.” I
Cayley went back heavily to his]|
seat. “Damn it,” said Antony to him- |
self, “why do I like the fellow?” |
“Antony Gillingham!” |
Again the eager interest of the!
room could be felt. Who was thi.!
stranger who had got mixed up in i]lv%
business so mysteriously? |
Antony smiled at Bill and .»".me];
up to give his evidence. l
He explained how he came to bej
staying at the “George” at Woodham
how he had heard that the Red House |
was in the neighborhood, how he had|
walked over to see his friend Bever-|
ley, and had arrived just after the
tragedy. Thinking it over afterward
'he was fairly certain that he hndl
| heard the shot, but it had not made |
any impression on him at the time.
“You and the last witness reached

|
|

, tion.”
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the Fren¢h windows together and
found them shut?”

“Yes-”

“You pushed them in and came to
the body. Of course you had no idea
whose body it was?”

“No.!l

“Did Mr. Cayley say anything?”

“He turned the body over, just so
as to see the face, and when he saw
it, he said, ‘Thank Ged’.”

Again the reporters wrote “Sensa-

“Did you understand what he meant
by that?”

“I asked him who it was, and he

First India Mail
Service Started

Naval Officer's Four Months'
Dash 100 Years Ago
‘ Recalled

London.—The starting of the Air
Mail service to India recalls that,
exactly a hundred years ago,~the first
overland trip was undertaken by Lieut,
Thomas Waghorn, R.N., whick resclt-
ed in the establishmcnt of the over-
land route to India a< used today.

Although Lieut. Waghorn carried
through successfully the first journey
from London to Bombay and back, he
received no aid or recognition from
the. Government or the East India
Comparg’, for he ran the service for
15 years as a private enterprise.

Waghorn, after leaving the Navy,
enrolled. himself in the service of the

said that it was Robert Ablett. Then
he explained that he was afraid at
first it was the cousin with whom he
lived—Mark.”

“Yes. Did he scem upset?”

“Very much so at first. Less when
he found that it wasn’t Mark.”

(To be continued.)
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East India Company as a “Hooghly”
pilot. A He took part in the first Bur-
mese war. During these campaigns he
had his first experience of steamships,
and when peace was signed he turned
his attention to the question of steam
navigation,
RED SEA ROUTE.

A short experience convinced him
that, by the use of stzamers, the Red
Sea route could be made the fastest
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practical route for mails between Eng-
land and India.

Five to six months had been the
average. time of transit previously.

In order to prove his theory that'
the Suez route was the quickest, Wag-
horn was appointed in October, 1829,
by Lord Ellenborough as official mes-
senger to convey dispatches from the
court of directors of the East India
Company to Sir John Malcolm, Gov-
ernor of Bombay,

He left the Eagle Tavern in Grace-
church-street on October 28. He took
carriage from Dunkirk across the Con-
tinent through five kingdoms to
Trieste, which he reached in six and
a half days.

Thence he took boat to Alexandria,
and from there he reached Rosetta on
donkeyback.

Waghorn travelled to Cairo by boat,

and from there on camels to Suez,
where he engaged an Arab dhow which |
took him to Kosseer, and across the|
Red Sca to Jeddah, a journey of 649
miles without compasses on an un- |
charted sea, and with a mutinous Arab
crew. He reached Jeddah after only !
six and a half days’ sailing.

VICTIM OF FEVER.
Fever laid him low, and for six
weeks he was in bed, when the ship
Thetis, of the East India Company,
entered the roads and took him on
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board, and on March 21, 1830, aftex
four months and 21 days of travelling,
he landed in Bombay.

The return journey was accomplish-'
ed in less than a third of the time of
his outward trip. :

Count Ferdinand de Lesscps ac-
knowledged that it was after a con-
versation with Waghorn that he was
convinced of the necessity of the con.'
struction of the Suez Canal. He crect-)
ed a bust to Waghorn at the entrance’
f)f the canal, and hLimself wrote the
inscription.
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You never see a blacksmith now.
But before they all left, they made
enough money to put their song
through dental school.— Kay Features.

Mr. Coolidge has given up his policy
of economy and will buy a used car,
—TFlorenc
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get immediate relief. Aspirin is an
absolute antidote for such pain.
Keep it at the office. Have it ready
in the home. Those subject to fre-
quent or sudden headaches should
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Mother: “I think you children had
better give up playing bridge if it's
always going to end up in a fight like

274 Fort St. Winnipeg, Man.

carry Aspirin in the handy pocket
tin. Until you have used it for head-
aches, colds, neuralgia, etc., you've
no idea how much Aspirin can help,
It means quick, complete relief to
millions of men and women who
use it every year. And it does not
depress the heart,

Aspirin Is a Trademark Registered in Canads
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this,. Why can't you sit quietly like
Peter there?”’” Peter: *“Oh, I'm not
allowed to join in, mother, l'my
dummy."”
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