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sented tothem, from the con-uleration that the Ses-
sfonwas near a close am grent mconvenieuce might
e experienced by the Colonv were they to reject
the bui; but intimating that they would be disposed
tu escreise their vight of debberating separdtely up-
6a cvery measure for \hich provision was to be
made in'the appropriation bill trom any monies rai-
sed or to be raised by any other act or acts of the
General Assembly, and that his bigjesty’s Council
would notin future be disposed to give their assent
to any bill for appropriating such monies, unless the
several sums and services thercin &ontained should
have been previously submitted by the House of
Assembly, in separaté resolutions, for the concur-
ence of his Majesty’s Countil, and should have seve-
rally received their assent,

The House of Assembly, from the period at which
{his resolution was communicated to it, had no op-
porlunity of expressing its opinion till the com-
mencement of the present Session. It has done so
by its resolution of the 23d of March last, which it
sees no reason whatsoever to alter.

That resolution is quife conformable to the usages
and practice of this Fsiand, {rom the eaxliest period
of its Legislature down to the present time.

It is likewise conformable to the usage and prac-
tice of the House of Commons,

Thée House of Assémbly claims, by that resolution,
no new rights oy privileges ; it only seeks to main~
tain and uphold rights which have been exercised
hitherlo, without a dispute, until the day of the
Council’s resolution in question.

The House’ of Asstmbly, however, deems it res-
poctful to his Majesty’s Council, to notice the va-
rious points contained i its message which are sup-
posed to_uphdld thns novel ¢laim, and the more so,
as the House is of opinion, that a candid examina~
tion of them will prove that they are unfounded, and
that the ancient and undisputed usage of the Legi-
Jatare of the Island, and the practice of the House
of Comnmons, are the only safe and true guides by
which the House can be divected.

His Majesty’s Council says, in its Message, that
tlhe Royal Instructions, under which the Genesal
Assembly of this Island was called, and organised,
is the constitution of the Colony, as regards the
power of the Legislature; aund that each branch of
it can only exercise the privileges thereby granted;
and that it is the duty both of the Council and the
Assembly, to conform in theirproceedings to those
Instructions, bothin legislating and whenany ques-
tion arises as to the powers or privileges of the
Cotineil or Assembly, and to refer to them for their
direction and Government,

fhe House has nn dispdsition to controvert
this statenmient of his Majesty’s Counel, and
agrees, that all the Colonial Constitutions 1 con-
quered countries, were the gift and grant of
the Crown, and that the Royal Inmstructions have
been the basis of their constitution, and that in all
instances such Royal Instructions are fit and proper
fo be referred to. The Houst of Assembly main-
tains and npholds its privilegas, and its resolution of
the 93¢ of tast March, on no other foundation; on
its strict conformity to the King’s Instructions to
the firct Gavernor of the Colony, and to the unin-
fer rupt ed usage of the Legislatore since.

"The Message of his Majesty’s Countil has directed
the attention of the House to the King’s Instructions
fo lis Lxcellency Walter Patterson, the iirst Go-
vernor of the Colony; and although they are reférred
t for the purpose of upholding the claims of his
“ajesty’s Council, at this distant periad, they ap-
prar o the !louse to sustain and uphold the ancient
yraclice of the Legislature, which has taken place
nuder tem.

JOCRNAL OF THE IIOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

The 18th article of these instructions, whidl
is referred to in the Message of his DMajesty’s
Council, seems to the House to be very plun,
and is as follows: It 19 equally wnuecessay
‘¢ and impratticable lo point out Lo you, i these our
‘¢ Insttuctigns, ll the various aud smportant objects
“ to which the several constitutions, both legisla-
“ tive and judicial lrerembefore established and de-
‘¢ fined, will apply ; such objetts will be very many
‘¢ 1n the first establishment of government, and wiil
“ péquire an exertion of the gieatest aclivity and
‘ discretion, as to the rulés and prinéiples by which
“the procecdings, either of the Council, Assvm-
‘ bly, or Qourts of Judicature, are to be govérned,
“ in all-cases not hereinbefore provided for o ex-
“ plained. Many useful pirccedents may bé found
“in the Instructions to our Covernor of Nova-
‘ Seotia, @ copy wheteof is hereunto annexed, and
by which youare to regulate your conduet,as fay
‘ as different circumstantes will aduut, in all cases
“wherein they refgr to establishments of & similar
““ pnature,” ,

The House of Assembly has examined thoseé
Instruetions, dated in the year 1766, (o Lord
William Campbell, the Governor of Nova Scotid,
wherein there does not appear any one article whiclf
directs the rules, orders, or course of proceéding in
the Legislature of that Colony, or the rights and
privileges, or jurisdiction, of the Council or Houso
of Assembly, respectively.

It appears, thevelore, to the House, that from
these Instructions Governor Patterson could ga-
ther nothing whatsoever as to the rules or orders
of proceeding either of the Council or House¢ of
Assembly which he was about to form or their res-
pective jurisdiction or authority.

The other article of these same early instructions,
being the 17th, and which is particularly noticed in
the message of his Majesty’s Council, as safferding
an argument to uphold its claim, is as follows: #* The
“ {orming a Lower House of Assembly, or House of
¢ Representatives, for our said Island of St. John,
iy a consideration that cannot be too early taken
“ up, and ought’ to be maturely weighed, for until
“ thus object is attainable, the most importdnt in-
¢ {erests of the inhabitants will necessarily remain
“ without that advantage and protection which can
“ only arise out of the vigour and activity of a com-
‘ plete constitution, The division already made of
“ the Island of St. John into Countiey, Parishes,
“and Townships, will naturally suggest to yoa

“ what ought to be established in respect to the’

% places that should elect Representatives; and by
‘g due attention to whathas been found practica-
éble and convenient in forming the like constitu~
“tionsin the late established Colonies of Nova Sco-

“ tin and Georgia, you cannot materially err i .

¢ such other regulations incident to this jnstitution
“ g5 may be necessary, until the form of it, and the’
¢ pulesand methods of proceeding, can be more pre-
« cisely defined by a permanent Law,”

The House of Assembly is now, for the first time
since its establishment, called upon to offer a con-
struction upon the scope and meaning of this article
of the Royallnstructions ; and it appears to beap
one widely'different from what his Majesty’s Councjl
appearsto have given it, with a view to uphold ifs
vove! claim.

It appeats to this Elouss, that his Majesty merely

drew the attentionof the Governor to a considergs °

tion of such places as lie should cause Representa-

tives to be elected from, and that by a due attesd< o

tion to what had been found practicable and coave-
nient in the new Governments of Nova-Scotia ad:
Georgia, lie could not materially etrin-lorming such’
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other regulations iucident to the Iastitationy untik /]
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