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sented to thei, firon hlit con-udcration that the Ses-
io as near a clo, am)l ge at mcouvenieude imight

li experiened by lie Clonv n cre they ta reject
tbe bdi; but intihuati,Î (hat thev would be disposed
tu e.creise their right ofdimbeating separately up-
0a everv measure for irh provision was to be
made in the appropriation bili irom any monies rai-
sed or to be ràised by any other act Or acts of the
General Assembly, and tliat hisi Maîcsty's Council
would not in future be disposed ta give their aWsnt
ta any bill for appropriating such monies, unless the
several unms and services thercin êontained shiouli
have beei previously submitted by the House of
Assembly, in separatè resolutions, for the concur-
ence of bis Majesty's Countil, and should have sexe-
rally received their assent.

The Bouse of Assembly, fron the period at vhiich
this resolution was communicated to it, had no op-
portunity of expressing its opinion till the con-
miancement of the present Session. It bas done sa
by its resolution of the9£3d of March last, which it
sees no reason whatsoever ta alter.

That resolution is quite conformable ta the usages
andi practice of this Island, from the earliest period
of its Legislature dOwn ta the present time.

It is hlkewise cônformable ta the usage and prac-
tice of the Ilouse df omimons.

'hè House of Assénbly claims, by that resolution,
no new riglts or privileges ; it only seeks ta main-
tain and uphold rights which have been exercised
hitherto, writhout a dispute, until the day of the
Counci]Ps resolufion l question.

Tlhe House, of Assembly, however, deens it res-
pue)ctful ta lis Majesty's Council, to notice the va-
rious points contained mn its message vhich are sup-
posei to, upldild this novel claim, and the more sa,
as the louse' is of opinion, thxat a candid examina-
tion ofthem wvill prùve that they are unfounded, and
tiat the ancient and undisputed usage of the Legib.
lature of the Island, and the practice of th H use
ofCommo'ns, are the only safe and true guides by
ivhich the H-ouse can be diretted.

His Majesty's Council says, in its Message, that
tlie Royal Instructions, luntier vhich the Grueneal
Assembly of this islandi nas called, and orgaiaised,
is the constitution of the Colony, as regards the
power of the Legislature; and that each branch of
it can only exercise the privileges thereby granted;
and that it is the duty bath of the Council and the
Asseimbly, to conforin in theirprceedings ta those
Instructions, both in legislating and when any ques-
tion arises as ta the powers or privileges of thé
Cotmncil or Assembly, and to re'fr to them for their
direction and Goverainent.

the Hafouse has un disp<sitia to contro¾rt
this staterient of his Majesty's Councîl, and
grees, that ail the Colonial Cônstitutions in côn-

grcred countries, were the gift and grant of
lie Ciown; and that tle Royal Instructions have

been the basis of their consfitution, and that in ail
nsances such Royal Instruciions are fit and proper
o be bcirerrel to. '] he House of Assemnbly main-

fain, alid uipiolds its privileg, and its resolutiôn of
the 3i ioflast March, on no other faundation; on
its strict ebnfoinity ta the King's Instructions ta
the fir't Governor of tli Colony, and ta the in-
tanc rpi ed usage of tlie Legislature giice.

The Message of his Majesty' Countil has directed
ilie attention of the Hlouse to thie King's Instructions
io his Excellency Walter Patterson, the iirst Go-
ernni ofthe Colony; and although they are referred

i, for tIhe puîrpose of upholding the claims of his
sjesty's Council, nt this distant period, they ap-
arto tflie iloise ta sustain and ulptiold the ancient

.aeticP of t'he Legislature, vhich has taken ilace
'udm.r them.

The 18th artic!e of these instructions, whidii
is referred ta in the Message of his Majesy's
Council, seemxs to the Ilouse Io be very phIIu,
and is as follon: " it is equially inneicessaly
" and imprattica ble (o lioint otut to yo, i theseé our
" Insttuctidns, ill hie various anxd fimportant ohjects

to whiéh the several constitut ions, both legisla-
4 tive andjudicial herenbefore establiqhed and de-
" fined, wiIl apply; such objét's will be 'ery nany

4n the first establishment of goveriimeiit, ani will
"rquiré an exertion of the gi.catest activity and
" discretion, as ta the rules and piinéiples by tyhich
4 the procceding.s, either of the Council, AAsen-
" bly, or Courts ofJudictur*e, are tdbe governed,
C ii alleases not hereintbefore provided for or ex-
" plained. Many useful frecedents may be found
" in the Instructions ta aur Governor of Nova-
"Seotia, a copy wxheieof is hiereuntoî rinnexed-, and
" by which you are ta regulate your conduct, as far
cc as different circumstantes will admit, in al cases
"wherein they refer ta establisimments of à similar
"nattire."

The House of Assembly bas exAnined thosé
Instructions, dated in the year 1766, t6 Lord
William Campbell, the Goernor of Nova Scotia,
wherein there does not appear an'y one a rticle whicli
directs the rules, orders, or course of proceeding in
the Legislature of that Colony, or the rights and
privileges, or jurisdiction, of the Council or House
of Assembly, respectively.

It appears, therelore,, ta the Hlouse, tbat froni
these Instructions Governor Patterson côuld ga-
ther nothing whatsoever as ta the ries or orders
of proceeding either of the Council or House of
Assemnbly which he was about tu forn or their res-
pective jurisdiction or authority.

The other article of these same early instructions,
being the 17th, and which is particilarly noticed ie
the message of his Majesty's Council, as affording
an argunent ta uphold its claim, is as follows: "1The
" forming a Lower Iouse of Assembly, orlouse of
"Representatives, for our said Island of St. John,
"is a consideration that cannat be too early taken
" up, and ouight ta be maturely weighed, for until
" tis object is attainable, the most importdnt in-
C terests of the 'iihabitants will necessarilyremain
"without that advantage and protection whîch can
" only arise out of the vigour and activity of a com-
" plete constitution. Thé division already made of
" the Island of St. John into Counties, Parishes,
"and Townships, will natirally suggest ta yon

ivhat ought to he established in respect ta the
" places that should elect Representatives; and by
"a due attention ta what bas been found practica-
"ble and convenient in forming the like constitu-
"'tions id the late established Colonie! of Nova Sco-
" tia and Georgia, you cannot materially err in
" such other regulations incident to this institution
" as nay be necessary, until the form of il, and the'
" rules and nethods of proceeding, can be more pre-
" cisely defined by a permanent Law,

The H-ouse of Assenbly is now, for the first time
since its establishment, callpd upon ta offer a con-
struction upon the scope and meaning of this article
of the Royal Instructions ; and it appears ta bear
one widlely'different from what his Majesty's Counil
appears to have given it, vith a view to uphold its
novel claim.

It appears ta this IIousé, that his Majesty merely
drew the attentionof the'Governor ta a consideré.
tion of such places as lie shauld cause Representa-
tives to be elected from, and that by a due atteF
tion to what had been found practicable and co*de-
vient in the newr Governients of Nova-Scotia add'
Georgia, lie could not materially errin forming suiW
other reguilations iucident ta the katitttiny untih e}


