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New Zealand After Twenty Years of Progress
Now what «lue» this all tncau? ll 

Ui.-aiiB that these cheerful high ball 
driaxing millionaire railroad marnait*, 
whose throne room 1» Wall-Street, are 
ilnjxming bunded indebtedness that the 
wealth creators and consumer* 0/ 
America, of our generation and the 
neat, will have to pay by the sweat 
of the brow of misions; for the divi 
«lend» on these inflated bond» must be 
paid from the operation of the roads. 
And herein lies an aided excuse wbieh 
the railroads will no doubt put forward 
for demanding continued extortionate 
rates for mail serv »*•# as well a» for 
picking tlie thread hare pocket of in 
dustry that the flViKed few may enjoy 
a perpetual golden harvest made pu» 
sible by the government placing in pri 
vate hands this arbitrary taxing power.

What the VA. Ha» Done
Our nation has given the railway» 

an empire of lan«i and franeniaen 
wofth hundreds of million» of dollars; 
yet has she safeguarded lue people’• 
rights by prohibiting stoek watering, 
tond inflation or a nut of extravagance 
in regard to salaries and expenses of 
chiefs and favored officials# No, she 
has virtually aband«med the wealth 
creeling millions of America to the 
rs|-srity of the public service com 
pnniee, and the railways Lave been in­
dustriously assisted in their faming 
of the |»eople by the expresn « ompauie», 
the telegraph corporations, and the isle 
phone monopolies.

Terhape no more striking example 
between government administered ia 
the interests of the |«eople, and one 
administered ia the interest of the 
fuedalism of privileged wealth ran be 
found than that offered by New Zen 
lead aed the United Htates.

To return to the railway» of .New 
Zealand We have already seen how 
there has beee a rapid diminution 
in the freight and passenger rates since 
the Liberal government commenced its 
system of operating the railways. Hut 
under this Liberal demurfetir manage 
meet the railways have also become a 
special blessing to the def endant nti 
sen struggling to reach ledepeadea. r
•ad pru»|erity. and to the child reach 
lag to the light of edmratioa Thus, 
for example, workingmen desiring to 
owe little homes aed y el remain at 
work in the cities, ree live within a 
radii» of twelve mile» of the city and 
enjoy a four rent fare each way; while 
the school children enjoy special ad 
ventages on those dale ufeniwl roads, 
children in the primary grades bring 
carried absolutely free- Older rhiWree 
m; from #2 Ao le H. according to age, 
for three months' tickets, ar* to a die 
isace of eâity miles eeThl« gives 
them,** M 1‘rofesnor 1er sue» poiet* 
ont. **n 1 meuble 120 milea a day for 
three te aie rents, or twenty to forty 
mil* for a reel **

Besides this, the reed arranges for 
special school cirer».uses, by which 
• t • Oulu. 11 Bgufe C (Mirk %t* 
from the rlti* one hundred «r two 
heed red miles late |he reentry to 
Ho.lv geography and Ike wonders of 
walere in the meeeteiee aed jartef 
es»|oe valleys; while the rhildree from 
the reentry districts are brought mtn 
the rii.es end taken hy ike to 
ever the printing office*, the ships, 
ihrœgh th# gws works, end varme» 
ether manefacten* end ebjerle ef la

The Fxrcel Pen
Another exemple ef the wise stales 

ma nek ip of New Z es la a-1. which ree 
trusta slnviegly with the steteasiaa 
•hip ef ewr one reentry that hes been 
gnisnly neglect ml of the leleresla ef 
the ren| le er that ha» placed tke de 
w»aad* for the dollar above tke we! 
fare ef the citizen, Ie feeed In the 
jaitri post We have as |mrrel post 
becwwse the gt*t ever rich aed ester 
lioaaic express rompoai.o have been 
•U power f si whenever attempts have 
bean made by high minded sleleemea te 
•were this service that week! at once 

• ne * arm ana bewefft to Ike raw 
|4e end • source ef almost febeUwe 
twramr te the peHel detriment Test 
wester «toners! W » as maker keen fell 
•HI what he wee wy.eg whew ke gave 
Be ae fi.-i.iv et et es* sa the tact that 
#t wee the fewr great espfs* r*
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paliic» that furnished the explanatory 
rca-.ou for the failure on the part of 
the people's representatives or rather 
unrepresentative», at Washington, to 
give them a | ar.-el post.

And why have the express companies 
no strenuously opposed a parcel post ? 
Simply because they wish to farm the 
American people of millions upon mil 
lions of «iollar», levied from industry 
as extort tousle tribute. Uo you que» 
tiou thi»f Then read the follow mg 
fact» as given in an editorial in LaFol* 
iette's Weekly, for January S of the 
preseal year:

“TLc Well» Fargo Kxpress Company 
in the fscnl year If*/.» earned net, after 
the payment of all expense* and taxe», 
over *ti § er cent of the total value of 
all its property and equipment u»ed 
in its ousiaess, and received in addi­
tion $1,460,mu income from invest 
meats of the acrumulslrd profits. It 
presented its shareholder* with a spe 
cial Christmas dividend of 300 per cent, 
of $*4,114^6*»».

* * The American Exptens <‘om;«any 
ha* been jaiyiug dividend» of from six 
to twelve per rent, for year», oa a capi­
talization half water, aa.| la»| year 
received aa income of $l,l7fc,6**U from

service aiong libeial line* ha» been un 
der way. Now all pei»on» conversant 
with the facts know that the coat of 
trail»; vrtation in sparsely settle-1 dis­
tricts, e-?i ecially where the trauspor 
talion system ha* not been well or 
gauized and deveiupeo, is ueeessarilv 
high.

Hut with population and organization 
the '-ont rapidly diminishe* in propor 
lion to rfceipt». Thus a street-car ser­
vice in a small city will often be ruu 
at a It»» for some time. After the city 
become* a brge .-entre, however, the 
street car service become» a great and 
l crpetual growing mine of weal h to 
the city or corporation operating it. The 
»ame is tiue ia regard to railways and 
traosj-oitatioa service ia -general. It 
i» 1 robal le that if New Zealand were 
anything like so well settled and the 
service so de'eloj ed as ia older c«»uu 
trie*, her parcel j u»t charges woul I be 
not more t an one fourth what they 
are today. To realize that this is a 
reasonable suj position oae has oaly to 
compare the physical valuation of* the 
expre** r.,11.5 «nies with their watered 
•t>rk, and then note the enormous 
dividend* that have been paid sad are 
being paid on this water*»! stock, la

•IiMiMtnrst* of Its add.to 
la led profit»

••The Adams lx pie* Comps ay with 
a let el lev est meat ef shoot $4.(100 («»». 
has, in recent veers. In addition to high 
regular dividend* amounting to IM, 
006/00, and Inst tear received from it* 
accumulated | refit* net yet distributed 
ae income of over •I D»1*»w<*< Ho that 
•aotbef ejerial 4l*trtbutieo dividend of 
|vo 1 * reel » aboet dee te the Adame 
shareholder*
“And so we might gw oa giving tke 

etstSstir» of the e»tl»v agent § refile of 
the expre*» canters. Hove ef Ik# 
me#Her rompante» earned last year >> 
•ed Hd per reel, net ne thetr ieveH 
meet. *’

Now in Now 7*land the parcel peH 
will cam • |mrcH wp te eleven p*>wa«ts 
Ie weight ami np •* three fed in 
length and three feel In firramfee- 
ence, for alt cents • pound, anywhere 
o»er New Zeelend ned eel eareedlng 
twelve reel» a posed to nay ferolge 
land

It may b# urged that «iHiun nr# 
merh sk-rter in New Zealand than In 
Ik# United Ht a lee. and this I* tree 
The extreme length of New Zeeland 
from north *■ south * little oser a 
Ikowseed mil* : while Its greatest 
breedlk la eel* $36 mi * Fat to dot 
Ihà», It meet We remembered that Nee 
Zeeland ie comparatively sparsely m* 
lied ae yet It has «sly be* ie very 
ree eat years that the present pre/re* 
Hte system of development end ergs ni 
•alino of the coeetrr*w trsnef"fiat»*

New Zcnlaal, where the railway» are 
owned by the government, there i* a# 
danger of extortionate traffic rat*; 
While the petrel peel noeM only re 
quire a reasonable profit on tke moeey 
nclwelly ievested. Ileece tke ewt af

Again, whew a# compare the |mrr*t 
l*o*t rat* nilk forelea lead* which 
Nee Zcwlaed ha» «enrol for her peo 
I Ie. nub the express rat* from oar 
country, w# have eeother striking il 
l*tratlee of the difference between 
private and public ownership nf esterai 
mony/le-*

••Near Zeeland," xeys Frefe**»? Ibz 
sees, ••seed# g ten pound |-w*kage 
12.uoi> mil* t-> lanlsx by parrel j«mt 
for sevent. be rents From Boston Ie 
London. I.«H mile», ewr esi-ross com 
peat* r*erg»d no# dollar for aar\ a 
parcel. A New Zwleader esa send s
Ikr* j-oaed pwc .«g# by pmetal expreae 
to Izwia tut twenty five real* rr
lloslon to Load»* she «j the cowj •»» rate la 
fifty cents. From llo*|..a to New Z*
land the rksrge fee a three 
package I» thirty He rent» by jarve! 
post, end $163 by esj reo*. sod for 
eleven |-eende the charge i* $1 Jr> by 
peHel expre*. sad If H by torpors lie*

The Festal S*Ma«* luth»
The poHel *vlags beaks la New 

Zealand, s* la aH Bailees that have * 
labileked them, hate proved a iremee
doux lares'
people, end wpoeially of the iwdeetrtaf

millions. The workingman who 
to thy ]•«>>,!»,tii«-«- an«l «lcposit bis iav, 
»aving^ week by week and know 
liie credit 1 ! tbv government stan«ls U 
hiud it au lLat there is prncticxllv

' . bud Li-^ .1. on accouat of. 'on account of ^ 
failure of the bank or the embezzle 
ment of some ot it» official», soon x* 
«luire» the habit of makiug hi* regxW
deposit*.

la America we have savings hxxiz 
in many of the large cities, and ia 
of the States the interest of the p*, 
pie are fairly well safeguarded k« 
stringent legislation. In other »utû 
there are ao such proper safeguards, 
while in numbers of small cities »*» 
tow 1*» as well there are uo savisj» 
banks whatever. Hence million* uT4 
million* of dollars that would be **t 
fur old age or which would gnuluai-t 
accumulate until the laborer had 
qui red enough tv | . heme, ut
frittered away.

In ÜM.3 the total deposit* in all e*m 
of banks in New Zealand amounted 1. 
*140 for eaeb inhabitant. In the Vxitst 
.-stales with no postal saving* hx»tt 
the total bank deposit amounted t, 
only $110 per inhabitant.

la s|>eakieg of tl»e benefit» ot tfc* 
wise government active, Vrofessor Hr
*«»ns observe»:
“Finally, postal banking ha* protêt 

to be aa im|«uriant factor ia the 
zalioa of wealth, aiding the small be­
ginning* of accumulation at oae toi 
and, at the other or iavestmeet at 
cutting off a source of epecobliue tat 
profit for private moao|-oli*ls by dm» 
iag saving* dejmsits into public Uih 
instead of leaving them to private » 
•titutioas where they would be maaqo 
la ted for private gala."

There ran I e ao question but that it 
would have had the pusta! saving» bm 
long ere this had it aot been f« sx 
other grew? priv ilege seek iag sad yciu 
legweaieyibg class the kaekieg istw 
•eta. Like l e railroad*, like tke «1 
press rompante», li've the tdegnpi 
sad telephone frusta, inis great ieiewi 
has been able to prevent the people* 
interests being thus conserved.

Helping the Helpless
la this ceuairy, if there is a bo» 

aews depre-satoa and publie work* ha«« 
to be curtailed, er th* rorj^ralie* lH 
it te their interest te cut dewa He 
lalesr force, the workers are prawfCN 
dismissed, sow et me* with regre'a a»t 
hied w«r«â» but without any latelli^iai 
or system atic effort being wade I» Mp 
|4em tar SNIP doer* agaiesl lh# esff 
of »eat Often »wrh miliag dews si 
labor come» ia Ike wieter seas*. • 
•has II I» apprunckieg, sad ale»?»
after a peak there i» aa army a# w*

lest no* me» idself r*p«cttag and tadwstri 
numom force»! by tke iron hand ot fair
end the hard heart ef a Christ la» n 
iHy, which places money above aa» 

Sued, iota the depths The ala* «f 
I *e city * large te.r border* and I* 
army of he we a derelicts ia largely »nf 
maw tad.

Now the New Zealand gocetwwmt 
bold» that it I» the eegwst. s-dewe *4 
iae*ra|mble duty of the civ Mired 
a- lee* thee the |-»np#r f wart lea ot om 
sieirom-aaskip, !» bead every effect 
preserve the HUrft from leslag I* 
•elf i«|#r! or hero* lag a ka»ae «Sere 

• « sfter the H» 
gfHelve ffemerratir |«erls ram# iH» 

•••fflee. the goveremewt erg» a I zed aa *• 
f lojmeet k«fn« to secure r*itiee» fH 
the ewt of werha aed to belt* the Mp 
lew eerier* to ree^h a field ef M«ft 
•Mr employ ment Here y*r b *H
Mr friendly hand ef aa eaftgMaaH 
•tele ha» been exieeled In the «rdaj 
s'ter labor, aed never did the H 
off• re* of a fraternal got erawret 
*Mae m lamlaoaaly ie the poor ma»N 

seer.ghl lime as dwrleg b*t
financial dap twine reached New f*

I he gn«ef ament wbad Before that the 
e»*àsie»l from two to ale ivwmH H» 
pb a year to oMete rood p*é|bw» fi 
prlxele er paMir asd. hut bat Jj 
«•ter lew Uoesend jcnmi w*-e w*M 
have falba let# the sleuth of dm 
we* lakeo hy the head. * In

sad pita fit*
•bee ef Heady empbymeet

Foer thro* ad nee hand red h
!***!•
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