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BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE' CHURCH OF THE
LiviNG GOD:—

We, Your Bishops, responslble for your guid-

ance in spiritual things, deem it our duty to
suggest to you certain grave questions which we

< think it is essential you should face and answer

without delay.

Do.you realize that the Church of Christ has
come to 8 great crisis in her history; that the
‘world’s future depends very largely upon the
course the Church adopts to-day, and that the
day of opportunity is slipping, nay, hurrying by ?

Consider. The great war is over. Victory is
ours. Back and forth over the allied nations
the glorious news has surged. We still hear the

. plaudits of rejoicing multitudes. The walls of

our Churches still reverberate with the echoes of

our Thanksgiving Services. God has been very:

good to us. We have escaped the most awful
peril the world has faced for ages. Tyranny has
been overthrown and freedom established through-
out the world; and new, with an intensity of relief
which baffles expression, we have exchanged the
instruments of war for the implements of peace,
and are going back to our ordinary avocations
with glad and thankful hearts.

But as we go back do we realize how appalling
the cost has been? To beat down the spirit of
greed and lust, embodied in Germany and her

 Allies, the gathered nations of the earth have

literally bathed themselves in blood.  Desolation,
destruction, and irretrievable loss have been the
order of the day. The hosts of mutilated men
our Victory starids for may be numbered, but
not the maimed lives-and the broken hearts. So

* then by its awful price we may know the value

of this Victory, and the weight of responsibility
it lays upon us to be worthy of it. To go back
to our old life, concerned only for our.own gratifi-
cation and gain—or it may be with an ‘inflated
- sense of our merits and rights—would be to show

. ourselves unworthy of God’s goodness. Such a

course might indeed turn our Victory into a cursé
instead of a blessing. It is surely our bounden
duty to make this Victory our own by using it
aright. We owe it to those who have bled for
us. We owe it to God “Who giveth us the Vie-
tory.” We owe it to ourselves and to the world
3t large. If we fail in this we shall assuredly
merit the contempt and pity of all good men.
We may well ask ourselves what is meant by
the war being over and the Victory won. Let us

ot for a single moment imagine that we were
fighting Germany and her Allies alone. Behind -

and within them was the dominating .spirit of
Pagan lust and greed. And it is not enough that
We brought Germany to knees. The queahon is,
did we overcome the pagan spirit, and that not

_Merely in the beaten foe but in ourselves? For,

algs, the spirit of selfish lust had a footing with

© U8 a3 well as with the enemy. Have we master-

: Oditandcaatitontt Ifnot.ourVictoryilm '
 true Victory. '

Iﬂokaroundnpononrmworldto—day Re-

:‘“‘bﬂ‘ it is a victorious world. It is supposed
have conquered the spirit of Prussianism and
have vindicated the laws of God and man.
ce, then, is this menace of lawlessness

‘verywhere in evidence? What is this unrest
distarbing the social order; especially in the in-
..Vallltnal world ? What is this ruthless pmﬁtoer-;
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ing so terribly prevalent? What is this heartless
competition in the business world sweeping the
weak before the strong?. What is this passion
for pleasure filling the places of amusement and
emptying thé Churches? What is this pitiful
contrast between expenditure on self-indulgence
and expenditure on the spread of God’s Kingdom ?
Why are Clergymen allowed to exist—we might
say to starve—on salaries which a day labourer
would scorn to accept? Why are the. Church’s .
enterprises always struggling while money is

abundant_for every other interest affecting the

life of the world? Obviously the pagan spirit
has not been conquered, but is obviously at work
among us. And, unless we are watchful and
resolute, we shall soon be bound in fetters even -
more grievous than those we have shaken off.

1919.

As leaders of the Church, we phoo ur
deliberately at the head of the Forwu'd A

presentative ‘Committee appointed for

‘posebytheGenerﬂSynod)oftlnw

Church. We bid you, one and all, awake to :
duty. This autumn will bring y Ini

entering, with all the power

- tion, into the work. Don

As a matter of fact, the war is not really over, i

_nor the final Victory won. We are still re-
quired fo. “carry on.” TheforouoftheChmh
 must not be demobilized. - Recruiting: for the
SernceotChmtmmtgoonwithdlthev:w
dmplayedbytheomeenofourm Why
shouldnotatleasttheumemeameotloyﬂty
beahowntomrd:thexingdxmcuuhnhm
towardsthetrammtandmbordinatexipzlot

this world? -

Itmnommfmythatmsmontbruklot
lawlessness and anarchy a menace even mte:
than -the Prussianisnt’ we have defeated. It is
nomerebueleuvinonthatmsinﬁhrhttbe
one true remedy for all ills. With all the energy
wepouess,and'inaamrnotsel!-ueﬁﬂceu‘

ardent as any modern soldier’s, we should give :

¢ ourselves to the maintenance and promation of

Chnst'a cause. It is a sacred obligation, rest-
ing upon every member of the Church, to live up
to the Baptismal Pledge as a soldier md ser-
_vant of the Lord Jesus Chrut

The Vlctorywe have won is a test. . All de-
pends upon the use we make. of it. " we use
the freedom it brings us only for selfish ends; -
we shall most certainly lose it. If we employ '
- for the Glory of God it will transform our lives
andhelptomakethewotldasafe place for men
andwomenofeveryranktohvem S
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ing with restless discontent. Lust for wealth,
and pride of power, like explosive force, threaten

. our safety. Yet on every hand men are calling

for w%at the Church alone can give, vis, true
guidance. What they need is the knowledge of
the one Londlmdmlterofmankind.hm
Christ. MMMWMMMW
hon,andDupoﬁcMonmhyilwlofdahcm
beneath the seething surface of life there are "
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