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not the minister, that gives the
grace; and it is Christ, not the
minister, who gives the sacrament
the power to produce the grace. Im
agination alone can detect a "mon-
opoly” here. Nor does the Church
deny that grace is given directly in
response to prayer,

Mr. Best wrong to con
sider Christ as "' hooped around with
ecclesiastical forms and ceremonies,"
His complaint, then, is with human
nature. Made of body and soul, man
cannot satisfied with a religion
which appeals to only half of him,
Just as a cult of mere external wor
ship snubbing the spirit, would fail
to equal his requirements, so would
a religion of the spirit which totally
ignored his body. His
tion not angelic. And
long he what he
his worship must'be in accord with
his nature, Christ could only have
respected human nature and treated
man as man., Mr. Best might advan
tageously ponder a little the
* ecclesiastical forms and ceremon
of the Catholic Church, which
satisfled the cravings' of her
children’s bodies for religious expres
sion and devotion, reacted on the fer
vor of their souls, and helped to keep
them a solid unit, fold and one
shepherd But a great tendency
outside of Catholicism has undeniably
been to separate the soul and body in
religion, and to give the rormer to
God and the latter to Mammon, with
the result that neither gift has been
acceptable to either. Modern men
xperienced the evangelical
they cannot serve
masters : and this explains why
whose spirit was originally of
Christ and few " e
tic
have
heart,
world.

In conclusion, the impression which
derives Mr. Best's editorial
is that the leaven of Socialistic
thought working through
Protestant ology. He seems
ure Christ as impatient of rulers
of cutting down His
dead without
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a certainty beyond all doubt, and
article of Faith And how
is the solution afforded
stant church, which,
principle of taking the
the only rule of Faith,
cannot possibly disprove the inspira-
But even apart
they are uni-
as historical
books of the highest authority. And
they tell us what the custom in
the Jewish Church before Christ, and
that the Jews did pray for the dead.
And what they did then, they do even
now ; for the Jews do pray for the
dead, and have never lost their tradi
tion of doing so. The thirty-nine
Articles also (Art. vi.) enumerate
these books of Machabeesamongbooks
which may read "' for example of
life and instruction’of manners,” and
therefore their use. Con-
sequently, from this text we are
authorized to argue as follows: A
book which the Catholic Church
maintains to be inspired, which is a
faithful record of Jewish customs,
and which is admitted by the Protest
ant church to be edifying and instruc
tive, recommends praying for the
dead as holy and wholesome. There
fore this practice has a high sanction,
and is not lightly to be censured, nor
rashly to be condemned as a modern
superstition.
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after death, and therefore that mercy

be supplicated in behalf of the
dead, follows from a clear declara
tion made by our Blessed Lord,
Speaking upon the forgiveness of
sins, He Whosoever shall
kpeak a word against the Son of Man
it shall be forgiven him, but he that
shall speak against the Holy Ghost it
shall not be forgiven him, neither in
this world nor in the world to come
(Matt. xii., 82). Without discussing
what these sins are against the Holy
Ghost most probably an obstinate
rejection of His lights, and a wilful
perseverance in impenitence, there is
here an assertion that sins may
forgiven in the next world, inasmuch
as these sins are excluded from such
forgiveness. And whatever forced
interpretation may be urged to do
away with such a clear admission,
these words appeared decretorial and
decisive to the great St. Augustine,
who maintained that words
would have no meaning, unless some
sins were forgiven in the next world,
If 8o, Not in heaven, where
there sin ; nor in hell, where
there redemption. Therefore
there state in the next
world, is what we call Pur
gatory
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NON - CATHOLIC PAYS
ISIT ATHOLI(
CONVENT

Blewen, who lived in
munity with but
that Methodist,
delphia
former
placed himself under his guidance
to the sights, writes J. P. in
Catholic Standard and Times.
Fajrmount Park, Independence and
Carpenters' Halls, the League Island
Navy the buildings and
other points of interest were visited.

The to the host's home took
him past a Little Sisters the
Poor's Home for the Aged, and when
he first spied it his eye was caught
by the cross. Here it might be said
that the genial host Protestant
in the general the term
without any denomina-
tional ties, law term,
“without prejudice.”

“Isn't that a Catholic institution
over there ?"” asked Blewen as they
approached the home.

“Yes,"” said his host.

“They tell
about those places

“Who are they ?”

* Why,
visitor.

“No, not everybody.
the host.

“Have you ever been in one ?"
the city man.

“Of course not,” said the other.

“Well, you don't expect them to
come out and pull you in do you ?
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t us go in and see what it's like.” |

“"But we ‘can't. They don't let
Protestants the inside of those
places.”

"Well, let us try, anyhow.’

The guide led the way and, getting
the ear of the aged porter and then
of one of the Sisters, told them he
had a visitor to town who wanted to
the, institution. The Sister at
the door put him in charge of
another Sister and the building was
soon well covered dormitories
recreation room, men's smoking
room and the chapel. Here Blewen
was much attracted by artistic
statue of Our Saviour and examined
it closely, even to the nail prints in
the hands and feet, and when in
another part of the building insisted
on going back and at it
again,

It was getting close to supper time
and as they approached the refectory
the guide suggested that they take
supper there, telling the visitor that
it would not be like the Bellevue
Stratford, but he would no doubt
it very good for a charitable

for those had
their own. visitor
but the nothing
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England After
tape, fourteen Irish Sisters of Mercy
were to the front
soldiers. This was the
the Red Cross society.

I'he story of those

the Crimean War

account of the lives of the early
martyrs. On their arrival at the
front they were met bigotry
from high Their unvary
ing and Christian kindness and devo
tion to those in their care soon
swept away all prejudices. When
the nuns knelt beside a dying Cath
olic to whisper a prayer, the men in
the wards, the great majority of
whom were Protestants, would
maintain a silence that was thrill
ing. Through their and
fortitude many conversions were
made, though, Baron
Scotch nobleman, remarked
speaking of their zeal and
to the sick, “while religion was the
motive of all their actions they
never attempted to make a
convert.” The Baron concludes,
“They made one convert ; they con
verted me, not to believe in the
Catholic faith, but in the Sisters of
Mercy."”

|  The companionship of many of
the other nurses was not agreeable.
‘IL was not what these women of

red

to nurse t
beginning

sent

Irish Sisters in

reads like an

wit

sources.

heroism

as

in

| Atlantic

| Mass on a

Napier, a |

devotion |

single |

refinement and culture could
wished. While numbers of

with they associated
members good families
earnest in their desire to help the
sick, the great majority of the
nurses hired by the authorities were
from the roughest and
included some of the vilest creatures
that England could procure. Thé
Sisters were compelled to not
only the nursing but the manual
labor, for the rough women refused
to do the household work, saying
that they came out to nurse soldiers,
not to sweep and wash., They were
a terrible trial Miss Nightingale.
She urged, with great truth, that
these nurses could be left alone in
the wards. The difficulty was
eliminated by attaching one or more
of these nurses to the staff of each
Sister.
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"Eastern Hospitals
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nurses enga in
Miss Nightingale returned to Eng
land the military hospitals were left
in charge of the Mother Superior of
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SHE PATIENTLY
BORE DISGRAG

A Sad Letter From a Lady whose
Husband was Dissipated

How She Cured Him with
a Secret Remedy
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pack
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ck up
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flesh, his
returne he stuck to
larly, and we now };:x\.- a happy
After he was comp cured I told
him what I had dor 1en he acknowl-
edged that it had been his saving, as he
had not the resolution to break off of
his own accord. I hereby advise all
women afflicted as 1 was to give your
remedy a trial.”’

FREE—SEND NO MONEY"®

I will send free trial package and
booklet giving full particulars, testi-
monials, ete., to any sufferer or friend
who wishes to help. Write tc day.
Plain sealed package. Correspondance
sacredly confidential.

E. R. HERD, Samaria Remedy Co.
1421 Mutual Street Toronto, Canada
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PAREKER

Anything in the nature of the
cleaning and dyeing of fabrics
can be entrusted to Parker's
Dye Works with the full assur-
ance of prompt, efficient, and
economical service.

Make a parcel of goods you wish reno-
vated, attach written in-
structions to each piece,
and send to us by parcels
post, or express. We
pay carriage one way.
Or, if you prefer, send
for the booklet first,

Be sure to address your
parcel clearly to receiv-
ing dept. G.
PARKER’S DYE WORKS
LIMITED
791 YONGE STREET

TORONTO 42




