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LICS. ing the progress of the Church.
the rest,
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afraid of honest criticism. We all

some Useful |LetsonsiDrawn  From a
Publication of the Former's Griev-

ances. ne:

We have received a very large num-
per of letters from converts, giving
their experience since they entered
the Church, gays the Liverpcol Catho
lic Times, Scme few writers have ex-
preseed surprise and regret that we
should have allowed compliaints from
ccnverts to be published in our col- 1
We can only say that we have ¥

saints, but creatures in whose lives the
most human elements are frequently
visible,
which imparts hopes and cousolations
ineffably sweet :
grace in the sacraments and nothing
less than the presence of the Saviour
Himself in the sacrament of His love.

For
we would advise Catho-
every type not to be

ed it. Born Catholics are not all

Theirs, however, is a religion
XI

yea, fountains of

is for this manifestation of God's | an

time in cold water.
gave up that regimen and granted a
prelacy to the terrible empiric.
since returning to healthy habits he
has continued to keep well, and he
has not yet missed any duty of his
office.
for alarm at any of the periodic rumors
that are epread about the health of l.eo | to

that cheerfully.

[t may be said even that so little
flagh, so little body is left to him that
suffering and disease bave no longer

The Pope quickly

Ever

There is, therefore, no reason
the

II. Hisdisease is age, and he bears

y hold on this humanity, to which

the title of a well intentioned article by
the Rev. Henry A, Stimson, D. D, in

: y Ke the pleasantest ot
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But we think that, on the whole, the | native of Carpineto, the home of the | sects have never

testimony of converts is creditable to | |
the born Catholics. They are, as a|¢
rule, genuinely kind, and besides
bearing their own trials with patient|¢
resignation to the Divine will, gladly
afford to their neighbors such practical |
sympathy as they can tender. Toly
this various correspondents bear wit
ness. The converts, on their part,

are, according to the statements of the | the intestines of which it was feared

majority of our correspondents, con-
spicuous for fervor and zeal, and bring
with them into the Church many qual
ities which must powerfully tend to its
advantage. DBut the correspondence
rightly considered conveys a few use
ful lessons to both born Catholics and
converts. In the first place, the born | |
Catholics should always bear in mind
that converts living in a uew atmos
phere and amidst new surroundings
are sometimes peculiarly seunsitive.
Having done that which is always to
be deemed heroic—having renounced
the creed in which they were brought
up aud sacrificed worldly prospects for
the purpose of following Christ—they
certainly have a right to expect that
they will be received by Catholics with
gladness and gympathy, and we are
pleased to observe from the unanimous
testimony of converts who have written
to us that this kindnessjthey invariably
meet with from the clergy.
The laity have not been o univers
allv helpful, But it cannot be forgot-
ten that Catholics are only a small
minority in this country, and that in
every-day life many of them feel it
would not be right to draw distinctions
between Catholics and non-Catholics.
Moreover, whilst converts deserve more
than can possibly be done to compen-
sate them for their sacrifices, it would
be a misfortune if through the belief
that the path of life was made easy for
them unworthy people without actual
faith were drawn into the Catholic
body. That there are not many who
would thus abuse the forms of religion
we are firmly persuaded, but even a
few might do much mischief.
Again, born Catholics are perhaps
too much inclined to disapprove of the
converts' energy with regard to church
affairs. Now it is certain that this
energy to be effective should be wisely
exercised, but under any circum
stances it is & sign of interest in relig-
ion, and even when it goes beyond
the bounds of discretion should be
patiently borne with. Indeed it would
be no small blessing if it could find a
solution of a difficulty causes which
causes grave jinconvenience in
this country—the difficulty of bringing
the members of the various congrega-
tions into close touch and sympathy
with one another, But it is a dith
culty in the Church of England as
well as in the Catholic Church, and
it is to be feared it will only disappear
gradually with the disappearance of
clags distinctions and the growth of a
sense of the dignity of human nature.
Meanwhile every effort should be
made by pastors and people to prevent
the isolation felt by converts and others
who become members of congregations
where they have no personal friends.
It is, we believe, no exaggeration to
say that there are some districts where
a man may frequent the services in the
Church from year's end to year's end
without being spoken to by & fellow-
Catholic, except perhaps the priest.
He may possess ideas and accomplish-
ments which might be used with great
profit for the advancement of religion,
but no one suggests that they be so
used, and they go to waste. It seems
to us that both born Catholics and con-
verts should unite in carrying out

moves from hiw ducing the

later, when he was Apostolic Delegate
at Benevento, he came near dying ot

est his chamberlains and his closest
even his valet Centra, a

'accis, who alone has in his possession | ¢
he key to the Popa’s bed room.

an eloquent piece of Latin verse on 1
his approaching end.
thyselt ?
years?

“ Why flatter
Why promise thyselt long|!

ireadful path of death.” Ten years

a pernicious fever. It was thought | ¢
that he was lost. e was saved by the

act, then thought foolhardy, of Dr.

violent attack of the {ever.

Joachim Pecci made his will as long
ago as September 11, 1837, This is
the text of it. It may offer a curious
material for comparison when the de-
finitive last will of the reigning Pon-
tig becomes public :
‘1 leave my soul in the hands of
God and of Blessed Mary. * * 7
T institute as heirs of my properiy
my very dear brothers Charles and
John Baptist, in equal shares, enjoin:
ing on them however, to have fifty
Masses a year said for the space of
five years for the benefit of my soul.
After that time they will be freed from
the burden, though I recommend my-
gelf to their charity to help my soul
still further. My heirs are to be
pound also to distribute once for all
twenty scudi to the most needy poor of
Carpineto, my native town.
1 bequeath to my Uncle Anthony
as a slight token of my respectful
affection the porcelain service which
His Eminence Cardinal Sala has pre-
sented to me.”
It is not at all likely that Leo XIIL
will be able to bequeath to his family
much more ready money now than
then, for his personal fortune has not
increased. It conslsts of about 3,000
francs a year, arising from some
agricultural property near Carpineto.
His nephews will receive something
better than a porcelain service ; they
will doubtless have the greater part of
the jubilee presents sent to the Pontiff
by the whole world. The poor, too,
will be better treated.
The climate of Belgium was cruel to
the Nuncio sent by Gregory XVIi., in
1843 to King Leopold. It was there-
fore not easy to forsee that Leo XIIILL
would reach such an advanced age.
He always seemed weak and frail, and
the great responsibilities of his office
appeared to crush him down. It is,
however, from the time of his becom-
ing Pope that his health has become
stronger. Shut up in the vast Vatican
inclosure, he has so regulated his life
according to the advice of the doctors
that he has made himself in a manner
invulnerable to the accidents that
afilict other mortals. His time for
work, for rest, for exercise, the quant-
ity and quality of his food, all is
measured. There is no reason why he
should ever die.

The greatest danger Leo XIII., has
incurred came from the famous Canon
Kneipp, who tried to convert him to
his method, taking away his protecting
flannels, trylng to stuff him with his
heavy bread and malt, and recommend-

trumpets.

kicked out of the Church or were so

Fate urges thee on in the ranters against Catholicism for mercen-
ary motives,

see the insincerity of such people.
‘atholic Church will not tolerate re- | condemn
vilers of any creed.
good work of honest adherents of every

Volpis, physician to the King of jre! gious belief.
Naples, of plunging him into a bath of | olicity are not occasions for jubilee.
cold water at the moment of the most The Lutheran Reformation caused

a

Converts from any of the Protestant
dared, when they

ame into the Catholic Church, to

malign their former creed or brethren. | ©

c3, who were either ignominiously

ost to their faith that they became
This is honest and true
Thinking Protestants cannot fail but
The

She applauds th

Conversions to Cath-

many to fall away from the old Church
but it will be remembered that the
Aryan heresy in the early days of
Christianity drew treble the number
of perverts, but they all returned to
the faith of their fathers.
The present influx to the Church in
England is merely the coming home of
the prodigals.
S

DRGREES OF BIGOTRY.

Says the Boston Pilot in a recent
issue: ‘‘We have often said, and
oannot say too often, thatno Catholic
priest or layman makes & living by in-
sulting Protestants. No Protestant
minister converted to Catholicity ever
devotes himself to abusing his former
coreligionists. He would find it hard
to get an audience, if he did.” This
is very true, and, as the Pilot observes,
it is & truth which cannot be too often
repeated, It is to the credit of Pro-
testants that we never find any lec-
turers of the converted priest or escaped
nun variety amongst those who come
over to the Catholic Church. Butit is
to the credit of Catholics that, even if
there should happen to be such & thing
as a convert to Catholicity who desired
to lecture on the immoralities of Pro
testant clergymen, he would find no
audience among Catholics. No doubt
there are narrow-minded bigots among
Catholics as well as among Protest
ants : but there is a peculiar form of
venomous bigotry, which goes the
length of eagerly believing everything
that is evil of those who differ from it
in religious belief. This extreme form
of bigotry has little or no existence
among Catholics,. —New World.
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Maltine With Cod Liver Oil.
Remarkable results have been obtained
from the use of Maltine with Cod Liver Oil
in cases of emaciation associated with bron-
chial irritation and cough, The efficacy of
cod liver oil in this class of affections has
long been conceded, and combined as it is in
this preparation with the maltine (itself a
food and reconstructive of the greatest value),
its usefulness is vastly increased. Further-
more, by the action of maltine starchy foods
are more easily digested and in larger quan
tities, affording additional nourishment for
the replacement of the waste of the body and
for reconstructive purposes, If you are now
using cod liver oil or any of the emulsions of
this agent, weigh yourself, use Maltine for
two weeks and observe the results. You will
have gained both weight and strength, and
ralief from cough, bronchial irritation, and
the distress these occasion.

The Best Pills,—M¢, Wm. Vandervoort,
Sydney Crossing, Ont., writes : ‘* We have
been using Parmelee’s Dills, and find them
by far the best pills we ever used.” [For
Delicate and Debilitated Constitutions
these pills act like a charm, Taken in small
doses, the effect is hoth a tonic and a stimu-
lant, mildly exciting the secretions of the
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Church politic has been largely a fig
ment of over-excited Protestant im -
agination ; but we are glad of Dr.
Stimson's brave admissions, neverthe-
less.
The Independent itself rejoices that >
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Court at that, to explain to them that no in-
jury will be done to Catholic interests, only
equal justice, and that this is not a war
against the Catholic Church.
Indeed it seems that a war which, if
the anti Catholic bigots could have had
their way, would have revived all the
old-time knownothing epirit, is des
tined to have an effect directly opposite.
Undoubtedly this is due in large part
to the splendid response of the Catho-
lics to the call to arms ; but, also, in
gome degree to the better knowledgo ’ ?
of the character of our opponents.— :
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