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A CHAT ABOUT THE BAGPIPE

BY J. CUTHHET HADDEN

x

PART 1.

The notion that the bagpipe is a|

peculiarly vational instrumeut, the sole
and exclusive property of the Scots, is |
one which n'.l“l lingers in certain quar- |
ters, more particularly, i‘erhapu. in the |
minds of the Cockney and dwellers south
of the border generally. It is a notion
that, as we shall see, bas no historical
foundation ; but the Euglishman ¢ llugn:
to it with a pertinacity equal to that |
which has always led him to believe that
we never by auy chance put the male
litbs into & pair of trousers, that we |
feed on oatweal three times a day, and
occasionally browse ou a thistle by way
of luxury. Reels and reek, kilts and
** kill the carter,” pipes and porridge—
these, according to him, are the thin
which delight us most, the things which
above all others, we regard as lmmg‘
specially and peculiarly our own. It all |
comes of the Englishman being allowed [
to feed what little intellect he bas on
the caricatures of the so called comic
press. 1f you persistently clothe the
elder of the kirk in a kilt and as persis
teutly put a bagpipe over the shoulders
of the Macnab, the Cockney must inevit-
ably come to regard these adornments
as inseparable from the typical Scot, to
be set n\owu to his credit by reason both
of inheritance and priority of ueage. To
look into the bistory of the matter would
probably be held as nuln riluoas by the
average Englishman, who is content to
accept his beliefs as he accepts his re
ligion, without question. Happily, we
in Scotland have not yet lost our taste
for stadies of this kind, and to-day we
shall take leave to place the ancient pipe
once more on the borders of the living
land- to have what shall really be a
‘chat "' about the origin, distribution,
and uses of this time honored instrn
weut, of whose possession most of us, it
is to be hoped, are as proud as we once
were of our vational independence

Well, then, let us see, first of all, if we
caunnot turn the tables upon the English
man by showing him that his ancestors
Liad probably as much regard for what
Lelikes to call **the war-note of Lochiel
a8 the most patriotic of Celts can have
in these later days. The task will be
comparatively easy, for, as a matter of
fact, the bagpipe has in Scotland a wuch
shorter history as a musical instrument
than it enjoys in many other countries,
and this is troe of it a8 compared with
its use even in England. So far back as
the time of Chaucer, the poet, tells us of
a willer who counid play the pipes

Id he blow 1

1 t of
broughte

A bapgey wl!
Aud t sl b
I'hen, is it not curious that Shakespeare,
who wakes frequent reference to the in
vrument a8 when he speaks of * the
irone of & lincolushire bagpipe,” the
watipathy some people have to its sound,
of some who laugh like parrots at a hag
pipe, and so on—is it not curious that,
with all tlis, he never once associates
the instrmaent with the Scots? In
truth, the bagpipe of the great drama
tist's day was much more of an Fuoglish
justrument than a Scotch. According
to the wusical historiavs, a piper formed
part of the musical establishment of the
F.uglish sovereigus and voblemen from
the time of Kdward 111 downwards ;
but we find no record of the employment
of any such musician at the Scot'ish
Courts of that period. Tostead, we find
that wheu an occasioual payment is
made to a piper at Holyrood he always
figures in L\n- treasurer's books as Fuy
lish. Thus, in July, 1459, there is adis
bursement, ** Inglish pyparis that cam
to the castel yett and playit to the king,™

THE SOOTTISH OANADIAN

|and again, iz 1605, there is another | The Demoralization of the Native Races |

payment ** to the loglish pypar with the
drone.

These and other circumstances still

| to be noted go to show that the bagpipe

had not yet takeu the place of the harp
in Scotland as the national ivstrument,
por excellence ; for it is impossible to be
lieve that in the days when Scotland
was an independent kingdom its own
musicians woald not have been counten

anced in preference to players imported
from the other side of the border. In
England, too, it seems that the piper
was frequently se'ected as an object of
royal favor. In the ninth year of Houry
VIL ** Pudesay the piper and bagpiper '
received (s 8d from the king for a single
performance, or about £5 of our woney,
which was surely liberal pay seciug that
wheat was then 18 5d the bushel, and
that a whole ox might be had for /1 168
7d. And if there was then no royal
society of musicians there were at any-
rate institutions of a kind for the train

ing of minstrels. We find it recorded
that license was granted to one Moslan,
** the bagpiper, ' to inspect the minstrels’
schools, for which duty he was paid a
fve of 408, & sum that would now be
reckoned as about £30. Moslan appears
to have found that the schools were not
wanaged so well as he had expected,
for after the inspection a certain Barbor,
designated also as * the bagpiper,” re
ceived license to visit the schools for
pipers ‘beyond the sea.”

Mauny other instances of the use of the
bagpipe in England might be adduced if
space were a matter of no consideration
Veruon, for example, in ** The hunting
of Purgatory to Death, ' a curious work
printed in London in 1561, commemor
ates a priestly bagpiper, the curate of a
country parish, who did not disdain,
walking at the head of a warriage pro
cession, to play the bride and groom
sweetly to church ; and in like manner
‘gentillye bringe them home agayue
with backe pipe. Whilst officiating in
church, it seems that this exemplary
divine allowed his instrument to remain
upon the altar, where he * layed it hand

somely "' before he began to celebrate
mass. Vernon appears to have had

some doubts about the piper priest being
acoepted by his readers, for he adds
solemuly, ** this is a true tale that | tell
you Then again, in Kinder's History
of Derbyshire written about the n.iddle
of theseventeenth ceutury, there isavery
explicit reference to the pipes * Your
merry wives of Beutley," says the
author, * will sometimes look in ye
glass, chirpe a cup merrily, yet not in
decently. In the Peak they are much
given to dance after the bagpipes
Almost every towne hathe a bagpipe in
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I metime \ medicines  are
for the ignorant ( rs foster the
id “The | we're told, “are mostly
ignorant when it comes to medical science
Sopy they are What a sick man needs

not knowledge, but a cure, and the medi

ures is the medicine for the sick

Dr. Pieree's Golden Medical Discovery cures
the “‘do behieves "' and the *don’t believes,”
re's no hesitance about it, no “if" nor

possibly g+ 1 can cure you, only
do as I direct crhaps it fails occasionally
I'he miakers hear of it wl it doe
they never keep the money when the mediciue
fails to do g \ Suppose the doctors went
m that principle (We beg the doctory
pardon. 1t wouldn’t do!

n heeanse

Choking, sueezing and every other form of
atarrh in the head, is radieally cured by Dr
Sage’s Catarrh Remedy.  Fifty cents.  Sold

hy druggists everywhere,
——e e
Subscribe for the Scorrisu CANADIAN and
Jolin Imrie's Poems,  Both for $2.00.

|
| The Bishop of London, as the chair
man of the ' Conmitee for Preventing
the Demoralisation of Vncivilised and
Heathen Races by the Liquor Traffie,”
has issued an appeal for funds to enable
the work to be continued by the com
mittee. It was this committee which,
by incessant iutervention, got the Brus
sels Genoral Act of 1890-1 passed |
Hitherto wherever European influence
| has gone, except in the cases of Nyassa
land and British East Africa(to the com
pauies working in which be all bhouor!),
the ruw bottle and the fusil oil keg have
been the first weupons of civilization,
and the deterioration of the native race
the sure result. Aun incowe of $2 000
is needed to do suything worth doing at
all, and twice that awount is veeded to
cope eliectively with the evil |
cen
His Name.

A drammer entered a city hotel a few |
days ago and approached the register J
He made a few enquiries and then pro
ceeded to disfigure the book with & row |
of marks like this
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The clerk resented the disfiguration
with the remark that *This ain't a|
drawing school, sir ; neither is it a head
quarters for the solution of idiotic
geometrical problems.”

At the conclusion of his little speech
be glanced once wore at the register
and saw, to his surprise, that by a few
strokes of his pen the visitor had traus. |
formed the distiguration into

H. H. HILL.

Strange though it may seem, h
treated to cigars.—New Hedford Journa
cen
William J. Wittier, Franklin, Man., writes
My sister had very poor health for six or
seven years, aud looked as though she wa
oing to the grave 1 got some of your Dr
William's 'ink Pills and they completely re
tored her to health, I regard them as a

| wonderful medicine Beware of imitati
| May be had from dealers or by mail, post
pa £0 cents & box or six boxes, for $2. 5
by ' the Dr. Williams' Med
Co., Drocky Ont
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Trebles' perfoct fitting French yoke shirts |
Are best, made to 1 asure from best i
ported materials by expert work-people te
fit all sizes and shapes of men. Kept ready
for use, all sizes, §1, §$1.25, §1.50, §2,00, $2.2
$2.50. 53 King St. West. Price list and
measnrement free MENTION THIS PAFRE
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Dr. Carson's Bitters create appetite, «

lyspepsia, and banish biliousness. 64 doses
i

Constipation poisons the blood, Dr.Car
s Stomach Bitters cure comstipation
50,

L)

.
Down With High Pric

Electric Belts.
$1.55, $2.65, $3.70 ; former price
$10.  Qualty remains the sam
ferent styles; dry battery and acid helts |

mild or strong current. Less than half

the price of any other company and moro |
lome testimonials than all the rest to. |
gether,  Full list free.  Mention this
paper. W, T. BAER & CO, Windsor, Ont. |
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| INUTRATIVE, TONIC,NERVE RESTORING.

| These pills are curing where all else has
[ failed.  Not because they are strong and
| violent, but because they have an apt relation
to the priwee cause of nearly all the symptoms
called by wo many names, Their use removes
| the Cause. Druggists and dealers, or mail,
Price 50 cts., or six for $2.50. The Celery
Pill Co., Toronto, Ont.

AYERS
SARSAPARILLA
HAS CURED OTHERS
WILL (URE YOU

A Bright Lad,

Ten years of age, but who declines to give his
name to the publie, makes this authorized,
confidential statement to us:

“When 1 was one 4, my mamma died
of consumption octor sald that I,
s 0, would soon die, and all our neighbors
fhought that even if 1 did not die, 1 would
never be able to walk, because 1 was so
weak and puny, A gathering formed and
broke under my arm. 1 hurt my finger and
it gathered and threw out preces of bone.
I T hurt myself 80 as to break the skin, it

year ol
The «

wias sure to become a running sore, 1 had
to take lots of melicine, but nothing has
done me 80 much good 83 Ayer's Sarsapa
rilla. 1t has made me well and strong.”—
T. D. M., Norcatur, Kaus,

AYER’S Sarsaparilla
Prepared by Dr. J.C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass.
Cures others, will cure you

CWLETT
PURE £
rawnzm&gﬁ

LY

PUREST, STRONCEST, BEST.
Ready for use in Bosp
pflening Water, | othes

[ gy M
o #0ld by All Grocers and
- GELEL

Druggists.
TMoromtao

Strengthens the Voice;
Purifies the Breath ;
Keeps the Teeth Clean;
Improves the Appetite ;
Builds up the System,
8014 by all Drugygists and Confectioners
Bec. Packrges.

Take no worthless imitation. See that
“TUTTI FRUTTI " is on each Bc. package.

CREAM OF SCOTTISH SONC

WITH WORDS AND MUSIO
Beventy.one of the Best - in Book Form
s4pp. for 2 B C-8end to Imrie & Graham,
Chureh and Colborne Sts, Torente, Can.



