
I, even I, am the Lord ; and beside me there is no Saviour.
Isaiah xliii. 11.

BOY INVENTORS.

ROBABLY it has 
never occurred to 
you, that some of 
the most important 
i n vent ions have been 
the work of boys? 
The invention of the 
valve motion to the 
steam engine was 
made by a mere boy. 
Newcome’s engine 
was in a very incom
plete condition,from 
the fact that there 

__ was no way to open
or close'the valves except by means of 
levers operated by the hand.

Newcome set up a large engine at one 
of the mines, and a boy, Humphrey 
Potter, was hired to work these valve 
levers; and though this was not hard 
work, yet it required his constant atten
tion. As he was working the levers he 
saw that parts of the engine moved in 
the right direction and at the same time 
that he had to open or close the valves. 
He procured a strong cord and made 
one end fast to the proper part of the 
engine and the other to the valve lever; 
and then bad the satisfaction of seeing 
the engine move with perfect regularity 
of motion.

A short time after the foreman came 
around and saw the boy playing mar
bles at the door. Looking at the engine 
he saw the ingenuity of the boy and 
also the advantage of so great an mven- 
tion. The idea suggested by the boy’s 
inventive genius was put in a practical 
form and made the steam engine an 
automatic working machine.

The power-loom is the invention of a 
farmer’s boy who had never seen or 
heard of such a thing. He whittled 
one out with his jack-knife, and after 
he had got it all done he, with great en

thusiasm, showed it to his father, who 
at once kicked it to pieces, saying that 
he would have no boy about him that 
would spend his time on such foolish 
things.

The boy was sent to a blacksmith to 
learn a trade, and his master took a 
lively interest in him. He made a loom 
of what was left of the one his father 
had broken up, and showed it to his 
master. The blacksmith saw that he 
had no common boy as an apprentice, 
and that the invention was a valuable 
one. He had a loom constructed under 
the supervision of the boy. It worked 
to their perfect satisfaction, and the 
blacksmith furnished the means to 
manufacture the looms and the boy re
ceived half the profits.

In about a year the blacksmith wrote 
to the boy’s father that he should bring 
with him a wealthy gentleman who was 
the inventor of the celebrated power- 
loom You may be able to judge of 
the astonishment at the old man when 
his son was presented to him as the in
ventor, who told him that the loom was 
the same as the model that he had 
kicked to pieces but a year before.

REMEMBER
THAT A

BOY’S * 
^MEETING

IS HELD EVERY
FRIDAY EVENING,

at EIGHT o’clock,
In Parlour “B” Shaftesbury Hall.

ALL BOYS WELCOME,
COME.

Blessed are the pure in heart.
Matthew v. 8.
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