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clear that the hospitality was meant to be quali-
i | condescending.”— Farrar, |

s necessary to distinguish between this inci
dent which is recorded by Luke, and the one
related in Matr. 26: 7; Mark 14: 33 and Fokn
12: The only points in common are the
names and the annonting of the feet of Jesus.

That one was at Bethany, this in the city ; tha
was near the close of THis ministry, and had refer- |
this

ence to His bur a much earlier date,
and had no such reference ; that was by Mary the
sister of Lazarus, and was a token of deep affec-
tion and gratitude ; this by a woman who was a
notorious sinner, and was an expression of love
for sins forgiven,

“The annointing of the feet with odours or |
or with ointments, though less usual than annoint-
ing the head, was not without precedent.™
Trene Sandals were taken off hefore meals,
which would leave the service easy and natural
In ancient bas reliefs and pictures, we constantly
see the guests reclining with their fect bare. And
50 the annointing of the feet of Jesus, especially
when the woman saw that the pharisee had ne-
glected the common act of courtesy of having
them washed, would be simply an expression of
homage arising out of the deepest and truest
ings of the human heart, and from a recognition

f His true character. It is the custom in the
East, where there has never been such a separs
tion of classes as with us, for the houses to he
open n at meal time, and for strangers to
enter and converse with those present though not
joining at the table. " — Stock,

““In the room where we were re d, besides
the divan on which we sat, there were seats all
round the walls, Many came in and took their
place on these seats, uninvited and yet unchal-
Laged, This madd o inderiand the kome
the pharisee’s house, where the woman who was
a sinner came in, uninvited yet not unforbidden.”
—Narrative of a Mission fo the Yevos,

* There are apparent difficulties in the parable
of the two debtors that are variously explained.
The drapery, scenery, and other adjuncts of our |
Lord’s parabolic teaching must never be pressed
too far, as though every point had a mc:minq. |
Certainly He did not intend to imply that Simon’s |
debt was as *fifty pence’ in comparison
the woman’s *five hundred,” nor that &
had actually been forgiven at all, or loved at |
all. Yet these points had their purpose, They
gave Simon very impressive teaching, the sig-
nificance of which he could not fail to perceive,
Neither must it be supposed that because the one
who is forgiven most, loved most, the greatest
sinner will become the greatest saint. It is not
5o much the actual amount of sin that is spoken of |

i it i lised." —Stock.

imon's conscionsness of sin was very little, the
woman's very great ; moreover Simon considered
the woman a zery great sinner, which probably
she was ; our Lord condescended to meet Simon
on his own ground, to look at it from Ais point
of view, and show him his true position. He
holds up to Simon the glass that he may see Aim-
self.
We are not to understand that the woman was |
forgiven bvanse she loved much, but that her love |
was the consequence of faith in Christ, and the
result of a sense of forgiveness, ** She is conscious
of having been forgiven much for she loved much,”
—her love is the evidence, Christ's answer in v. 50
was the assurance from His own lips of the forg
ness she alrealy had. As Luke places this incident
at the conclusion of the Discourse about {()Im,
Luke 7: 24-35 ; and as Matt, (11: 28-30) adds the
words * Come unto me,” etc., the l|nulnhih'ly is
that this woman was brought to cast her burdened
soul on Jesus by that invitation that has been the
means of salvation to so many. No wonder
therefore that she followed Jesus to the pharisee’s
house that she might in some way express her |
gratitude, and hear yet more from His gracious
Tips.
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THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

IN THE CLASS,

Either of the following outlines may serve the
teacher as a frame-work around which to twine
the truths of our lesson. *‘1st. Two ways of
treating Christ, 2nd, Why He was treated so
differently.  She had faith in Jesus as the Saviour,
felt her sins, and loved Him who forgave them,
and manifested that love, He had no faith, no con-
sciousness of sin, no love to Christ, no evidence.”
—Stock, The two debtors—ist. Their debts,
2nd, Theirability. 3rd. Their forgiveness. 4th,
Their gratitude,

THE

Answering sald. Christ read his thoughts,
and answered them, 1 Chr, 28:9; /5. 1391 1-
Matt. 9: 4. Simon, a very common name in
the time of our Lord. A certain creditor,
Under the figure of a creditor, the Lord represents
himself. He has claims against us, that we
have never paid, love and obedience. Five
hundred pence . . . ty, a Roman
penny or denarius was equal to about 14 cents,
so that the one owed about $70.00, and other |
7.00. But a penny was the pay for a day's |
work, Matt. 20: 2 Luke 10 35; Rev. 0
6 ;and had as much purchasing power as our
$1.00 or $1.50, hence the debts were large, re- ‘
presenting in the one a_labouring man's pay for
nearly two months and in the other for nearly two
years. |

THEIR ABILITY,

Nothing to pay. To him who is penniless,
a debt of filty is as fatal as one of five hundred. |
‘There is a total inability to pay, and if the creditor
forces his claim, the prison 1s as sure to the one as
the other ; and if they remain until their debts are
paid, they will both stay forever. Matt. §: 26,
So it is with us all before God : let our sins be
many or few we are utterly unable to atone for
them, or make satisfaction to divine justice. One |
sin is enough to ruin us, for, for one only we can-
not make atonement, What has the sinner to
offer 7 But confession of this fact is implied in the
parable, snd also a casting of themselves on the
mercy of the creditor. 1 John 1:8-10; Prov,
28:713

WO DEBTORS—THEIR DEBTS,

e

THEIR FORGIVENESS,

He frankly forgave. As soon as they
owned their debts and confessed their inability to
pay, and cast themselves on his mercy, he forgave
them. And so soon as a man owns his sinfulness
and helplessness, and casts himself upon God's
mercy ; He pardons him.  But how can God
forgive the sinner? Christ has died, He has
said the debt, paid it in blood ; and so God can
be just and yet the justifier of him that believeth

==

1 lunmrully than by words, that their sense of ob-

| ligation to Christ is small indeed,

| Seest thou this woman ? How often the
ht of some true-hearted Christian puts the

roudest scoffer 1o the blush | Fncobus { (Judges.)

0 water for my feet ; Gen. 18 : 4; Fudges
19:1 No kiss—the salutation of friendship,
Gen, 22: 4 ; Lx. 18 and it is still the common
mode of salutation in the east. My head,

| annointing with oil mixed with odors was a mark
| of honor to guests at feasts. /7% 23: §5; 141 5.

Her sins which are many are for-
given, for—not because, if the love were the
cause of forgiveness, but * inasmuch as ” or
proof of which.” The latter clause of the ve
and the whole structure of the parable shows this
| to be the case.—%. F. and B,

Who is this that forgiveth sins?
Matt, 9:2-3; Mark 2: 7. Thy faith hath
saved thee, go in peace. Not * Thy love
hath saved thee.” Kom. §:1; Rom. 81 1.

There is a story in the Bustan of the famous
Persian poet Saadi, which seems an echo of this
evangelical history : Jesus, while on earth, was
entertained in the cell of a dervish, or monk, of

| eminent reputation for sanctity. In the same city
dwelt a youth sunk in every kind of sin, ** whose
heart was so black that Satan himself shrank back

m it in horror.”  This last presently appeared

hefore the cell of the monk, and, as if smitten by
the the very presence of the divine prophet, began
to lament deeply the sin and misery of his life
past, and shedding abundant tears, to implore
pardon and grace. The monk indignantly inter-
rupted him, demanding how he dared to appear
in his presence, and in that of God's holy prophet;
assured him that it was in vain for him to seel
forgiveness ; and, to prove how inexorably his lot
was fixed for hell, exclaimed, * My God, grant
me but one thing,—that 1 may stand far from this
man in the judgment day. On this Jesus spoke,
1t shall bé even so, the prayer of boih is granted.
This sinner has sought mercy and grace, and has
not sought them in vain: His sins are forgiven ;
his place shall be in paradise at the last day. But
the monk has prayed that he may never stand
near this sinner. His prayer, too, is granted ;
hell shall be place 3 }ur there this sinner shall
never come.”— 7rench,

Heligions ﬁt;”ig,m";

DENOMINATIONAL.

ONTARIO AND QUEBKEC,

Baptisms reported during the month :—

there any advantage in being a great sinner ? - Our
parable does not proceed on the idea of, actual
transgressions but the consciousness of sin, **Often
they who have the least of what the world can call

in Jesus, The forgiveness was free, full and un- !
reserved.  God holds nothing back.  He casts | Abbott's Corners 22 ; Alvinston 4 : Artemesia 83
our sins into the sea of His forgetfulness. The for- | Bramjton 4; Burgessville ton 1;
giveness was cheerfully, not grudgingly or surlily | Chesley 303 Durham 10; Eu gOg 45
given.  God is more ready 1o forgive than we are | Montreal—S¢. Catherine st. § rest 1 ;
to ask, and as ready to forgive the great sinner as [ Ottawa 6 ; l’ﬂisk‘)’ 53 Smith ven 1;
| the Zittle sinner, 'f'lu.- ground of forgi is | Toronto—A/ex st 25 Collgy 3§ Farvis
the same—the finished work of Christ, st. 5 ; Parliament st. 13.
THEIR GRATITUDE, Pastoral Settlements.—Rev. J. B. Mc-
Which of them will love most ? T | PONALD from Nova Scotia has accepted the pas-

torate of the erton church, ev. G. L.
OL1VER, late pastor of the church in Pembroke,
has aceepted a call from the Breadalbane church.
His P.O. address is Dalkieth, Ont. Rev. THoS,
HowrAnD, late pastor of the Fitzroy church, has

sin, have yet the deepest sense of the exceeding
sinfulness of sin ; and therefure, having groaned
most under the burden of sin, are the most thank-
ful for the fact of a redemption, for the gift of a
Redeemer,”"— Zrapp. We keep a book, and God
keeps one, and it is seldom that they agree. He
who has most to repent of often has the least re-
pentance.  And those who have most to be
grateful for often manifest the least gratitude.
?’mfrwng Christians who live a life of

conformity, who manifest but little devotion, or
consecration to the Master's service speak more

worldly i church,

settled as pastor of the £ast Zorra church,
Pastoral Resignations, — Rev. Jony
ALEXAN has given up his agency of the
Grande Ligne Mission, and gone to be pastor of
the Baptist church in Ottawa, Illinois. Rev. C.
GoonsrEeD, M. A., has resigned the pastorate of
the Woodstock church. Rev. S. CUNNINGHAM
has resigned the pastorate of the Mount Forest

Ordination.—Bro. WM. McGREGOR, one
of the recent graduates from Woodstock, having




