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FARM AND DAIRY

Where a Milker Replaces a Man

A Visit with G. D. Mode of Bonny Brae

Farm, Vankleek Hill, Ont.

8. R. H. Hodgine, Associate Editor, Farm and Dairy.

ab0acre ‘arm with 50 head of bure bred Ayr
A shires and but one hired man? The answar
8 & mechanical milker. For many years Mr,
G. D. Mode, of Vankleck Hill, was prejudiced against
milking machines. Ha was afraid that such a ma
ehine would work havoe in his pure bred herd,
without his mechanical milker and
savers which he has grouped together in his po
house, it would be impossible for himself and his
d man to run his farm and keep up his large
herd of pure breds.

Bonny Brae Farm is the home of such well known
Avrshires as Bileen, who produced In one year 13,
826 1bs. milk, giving 685.48 1bs. butter fat, and Hazel
of Bonny Brae, a Canadian champion three-year-old
Ayrehire, who produced 22,129 1bs. milk and 861 Ibs.

present owner, G. D. Mode, received the farm from
his father, who in return had had it-handed down to
him

The former owner of the farm, G. D. Mode's father,
was well known among his neighbors as belonging
to the hard working school of old-time farmers. The
push which characterized him had been handed down
to the present owner, G, D. Moda, who is recognized
43 an exceptionally good farmer and an enthusiastic
breeder of Ayrehires. To him belongs the credit of
bui| up the splendid hard of Ayrshires which
bave made his farm famous His father had tried
out several different breeds of cattle, but it was
for Drummond to start in persistently building to-
wards his ideal of a good Ayrshire herd, And that
he has gone far toward reali ing this ideal is well
known to those acquainted with Ayrahire breeding in
Canada.

The visitor to Bonny Brae Farm gets a good im-
presalon of the place on his arrival. The farm
“looks well from the road.” The present owner es-
tablished a fine lawn between the house and the
road in the space that was formerly taken up by
some unproductive frult trees. Along one side of
the driveway is a fine perennial border. The house
s one of the big comfortable houses to be found
only on farms a couple of generations removed from
the settler's cabin. It is equipped with electric lghts
and running water, as are the barns which, although
not mew, are comfontable, and with thelr two silos
glve a good substantial look to the farm

The Power House.

The outstanding feature of Bonny Brae Farm is
the efficlent power house which stands between the
house and the barn, and cuts down labor in both.
Were it not for the labor saving devices which are
1 be found in this house, much more help would be
required in the running of this large ddiry farm, and
lite would not be so sweet for Mr. and Mrs. Modo

The power house is 10x30 feet and is divided into
three compartments. In one compartment stands a
6 b.p. angine and an electric dynamo. The engine
turns an overhead line shaft which runs the length
of the building, working the machinery In the dif-
ferent compartments and projecting from the south
end of the bullding far enough to hold a pulley which
Is used whan wood is to be sawed or when other
similar joba need doing. The compartment holding
the engine and the dynamo #s the width of the bufld-
ing, and eight feet long,

Next room contains the pump and vacuum tank of
the milking machine, a pipe running out from here
o the barn and along in front of the cattle. This
To0m I8 also the width of the building and 10 feet
in length. A stove has been installed for heating
the water used in washing the milker, cream separa-
tor and the churn, Mr. Mode has had two taps put
on the vacoum pipe close up to the tank in this
room. He is therefore able to attach the milking

apparatus here and wash up his milker in this room
instead of being compelled to carry the hot water out
to the barn.

The next room (which # the one entered first) has
4 cream separator, a pump from which water is
pumped to the barns and to the eream house, a churn
and & washer. The engine rans at the same time
the milking machine, the cream 6eparator, the pump
and the electric dynamo regularly twice a day, It
also rune the washing machine on wash days and
the churn whenever it is Tequired to do so, but but-
ter is not usually made on the farm, the cream being
ahipped to Montreal

The Farm Lighting System.

The electric lighting plant used on the farm of
Mr. Mode has been in use for five years and has
given excellent satisfaction, Twenty-eight lam pe
supply the necessary light in barne and in the house.
The current s generated by a emall electric dynamo,
While the engine is doing the other necessary work
Sixteen jars_ upstaira store the current, and light is
always on tap. Outside of the cost of installing the
system, which was about $500 altogether, Mr. Mode
considers his cost of lighting as practically negligible.
The extra work of running the dynamo dons not ap-
pear to make any difference with the engine when
It le ranning. Oneha horse power s enough to

A Promising Youngster,

18 & young son of Eileen, Mr. Mode's famous dad
cow. As long as such typey young stuff is coming on
prospects for the future of the herd are bright.

and after an inspection of this machine Mr. Mode
decided to install one,

‘Milking those 32 cows twice a day in addition to
the farm work, was too much,” said Mr, Mode, look-
ing back on those dark days t used to take Mrs
Mode and me unti) elght o'clock every night to get
done with the milking. Now we start in milking at
& quarter to five and at six o'clock we are all through
and are able to Jump in the car and 80 off for the
evening. Mrs. Mode never
has to come out to the dairy
barn now.”

“If dairymen realized for
one moment what a milker
will do,” continued Mr. Mode,
“everyone with over a doaen
©cows would have one.”
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“Do any of your cows ob-
Ject to being milked by the
milker?” I asked.

“Not in the slightest,” re-
plied Mr. Mode. “We have
only one cow in the stable
that was at all difficult to
milk. When we used to milk
her by hand we never at-

Power Nevuse 3o x 10 Frey

operate the dydamo. It oartainly seems to bring
farm life closer to what it should be when one is
able, by turning a switch, to light up the house or
stable instantly

Enthusiastic Advocate of Milker,

“The greatest labor saver on the farm,” said Mr
Mode, as we inspedted his power house, “is the midlk.
ing machine. No one could be more prejudiced
against milkers than | was until 1 had given one
a trial. I was always afraid that it would ruin my
pure breds. A year 4go last June, however, I found
myself up against it for farm help and installed a
milker. The 30 cows on which I used the milker
last year have all freshened since, and none of them
shows the slightest ill effects from being milked in

« that manper,

A year ago in June, Mr, Mode's hired man and
wife left him just as haying was coming on. Mr.
and Mrs. Mode were laft with 32 cows to milk morn-
ing and evening in addition to the ordinary farm
work. They did this for two weeks and by that
tUme were pretty wall disgusted with dairy farming,
Mr. Archibald, from the Experimental Farm, Ottawa,
happened along and recommended that they get a
mechanical milker, He invited Mr. Mode to come
out to the Experimental Farm and see theirs work,
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tempted to do so without first
tying her feet. Since we have
got the milker, however, we
have had no trouble with
her.”

Thirty-eight cows are now milked at Bonny Brae
¥arm with the milker, It is a four unit machine
and milks 26 to 28 cows in an hour, Mr, Mode han
dles the milker entirely himself. He looks after
the machine and carries the milk to the separator,
The hired man strips the cows, assisted by Mr.
Mode's two boys of seven and eight years, the old-
est of which can strip 10 cows. “It 1s not a big task
to strip the cows afterthe milker,” states Mr. Mode,
“if the milker is used during the whole of their lac-
tation period. This is especially true with young
heifers that have never known any other method
of milking. They let their milk right down.”

“Five gallons of gasoline runs the engine a week.
It therefore costs me $2 a week to milk 36 to 40
COWs, separate the milk, pump the water to the
barns and house, generate electricity and run the
washer.”

A concrete cream house stands next to the separ-
ating room. This has a tank in which running
water is provided to cool the cream, and another
compartment in which the cooled cream is placed
in jce.

Farm Practice.

Mr. Mode is a dairy farmer. His herd of 80 pure

bred Ayrshires is the main thing on the farm. All
(Continued on page 7.)

Farm as they look from the road,
Photograph taken on a dull rainy day,
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