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As we have before observed, those who before-
time had served their generation by the will of
God, saw around them the fruits of their labours.
In none of them, however, do we see the same
measure of tenderness of heart, God had reserved
Jeremiah for his day, and had given him the heart
for his work—a heart sorely tried, but one that
could weep for Israel’s woes. This prophet was
the expression of God’s heart towards Israci too.
‘“ How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ?” (Hos. xi. 8)
was Jehovah’s language; and His prophet was
there as the proof of God’s grace. On looking back
on the history of the Church of God, we see a con-
stant raising up of one after another to step into
meet the Church’s wants, The Spirit of God acts
according to His knowledge of present needs.
Sometimes instruments (not marked either for
Correctness of knowledge, or even purity of walk,
I mean when judged by the Word as to their as-
sociations) have been much used of God. In the
latter days of Christendom, I doubt not, but that
however lavish the hand of God may be in giving
hearts like those of Jeremiah, to meet the wants
of His saints, the apostasy will be so dark,
that labour therein, even of the most devoted
character, will scarce leave a trace of itself.
The nearer we draw to the end, will, on the
one hand, be the arduousness of service ; and
on the other, the profitlessness of it, too, to human
eye.




