The local divisions for Poor Law purposes, which
embrace Birmingham, consist of the old parish, and
several The dividing up of

suburban parishes

territory in England so that sections in some places |

overlap cach other, and different rates of taxation
prevail within the same boundary is not conducive
to a clear understanding of municipal problems.
Thus the City of
of a Drainag

Birmingham 1s a member
Board 1n conjunction
other  local  authorities, and it pays um
yearly to the County of Warwick f en-
eral County Purposes” We find also
ment to the County of Shefford “in respect of
Local Estate Duty,” and
payments to Poor Law guardians of oitside Unions.

The Corporation operates gas works. The finan-
cial statement of this Department gives the total
amounts borrowed and the liability on annuities on
31st March, 1903, as $14,544,700. Gas to extent of
$3.345,800 was sold last year and residual products,
$085.000, for rents, fittings, etc, $55,505 was re-
ceived making a gross income of $4,386,205. The
manufacture is charged with $2,087.400, distribu-
tion $236,830, public lamps $16,475, rents, rates and
taxes $205,040, management $45,385. The balance
of receipts over outlay amounting to $864,105 is
carried to profit and loss.

The amounts borrowed and liability on annuities
on account of the water works stand at $20,062,500,
and the sum of $824,540 was carried to profit and
los last year, from the Water department, so that,
as in Sheffield, the citizens of Birunngham seem to
apyrove of the water works being operated at a
prnfn'

The city last year spent 5202680 on its free
libraries, school of art and museum, from which
an mcome of $18,030 was derived in money and
incalculable indirect benefits,

The Borough Rate, 3s. 6d,, including Fr e Library
Rate. produced $2,008,250.

The Improvement rate, 2s. 2d
producing $1,246820

The total rates, including the poor rate, levied
1904, varied from 7< 1d to 7s 6d. according to the
Poor Law Union,

The City

“In consequence of the numerous transactions that
take place between the different departments, such
as the sale of gas, water and electric current, it
necessanly follows that some portion of the ex
penditure 1n one department 1s brought into income
in another depairtment’

Which avowal makes us
the exivbit of profits made
works as absolutely rehiable.

The letter of a citizen of Birmingham, who 1s well
koown in Canada, says:

“Re taxes—my rent is £60, taxed in £51, taxes in
all, £20, including General rates, Poor rates, Water

I'axation I.icenses and

-~

actual rate in £)

Treasurer states that

cauvtious In accepting

by the municipal gas
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rates, House Duty. Another house rented at /45,1
taxed on 438 ss. od, taxes in all £14 5s. od. Thus
you sce I pay 8s. in the £ on 85 p.c. of rental.  Then
there is Income tax of 1s. in the £ on the mcone
Taxes are all paid by the tenant.
I have to-day received a tax bill from O
(L.ancashire)

dham
which 1s Poor rate 1s. 2d. jor £

| Borough rate 7s. 2d. per £. Total 8s. 4d. per £,

with 8 |

A citizen of Montreal whose rent is $300 p + vear
would consider himself terribly aggrieved 1f he had
also to pay $100 in taxes, as well as § cents in the
do'lar of income tax, as 1s done by citizens «f Bir-

| mingham whose rent is the same amount, only

pay- |

reckoned in sterling not currency. The large cities
in Great Britain are, however, much to be commend-
ed for their enlightened policy in sustaining free
libraries, technical schools, art galleries, m1 15eums,
and other evidences of a high state of civilisation,
all of which bring indirect h'-ncflts of a value com-
pared with which the cost is insignificant. Their
attention also to the improvement of dwelling house
and to sanitation indicates a higher type of wisdom
than is shown by indifference to these essentials to
civic well being.

et G

TWIN CITY RAPID TRANSIT COMPANY.

The balance sheet of this company to December
31, 1005, is an interesting one, and the following is
a summary of the figures:

LIABILITIES.

Common BtO:Kk .. .. ¢ oo oo oo oo
Prefe.red Siock.. .. . . .
Funded Debt on thelr vnrloun pmperllel . 15,566,000 00
Current Liabilities, including unpaid vouch-
ers and accounts, interest and taxes accru-
ed and not due, and stock dividend p.y-
able February 15.. ..
Reserve Fund for |n<urunce acco mu :nd
injuries and damage account.. .. . 83,154 14
Renewal Funds for way and str\lclme nnd
for equipment uurplus . . 470,895 19
T A T T 456,155 82

.. $18,000 000 00
3,000.000 00

941,094 83

Total. . 18,517,299 ) 01

RESOURCES.
Roadway, equipment, real estate, buildings,
mac hln'-ry, tools, and securities in Treas-
ury. oa ae a0 ok Sk we o ea sk _sw a1 50 008K
(urre-nt ‘assets including notes and ac-
counts receivable, cash in banks of $336,-

716,15, and construction material for cur-
rent improvements. . .. ¥ wE S8 o 600,097 18
Ftores, materials and supp h-s R o 177279 10
Insurance Funds, cash .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 28048
Renewal Funds, Bonds,. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 363 500 00
To'al.. . 38517200 97
Of the bonded indebtedness of $13,500.000,

bonds to the extent of $170,000 are 7 p.c bonds and
$1,280,000 bear 6 pc., while the balance of $14.116-
000 are § pc bonds,

The total earnings for the year were $4,750 20276,
and the operating expenses $2,110,145.32

After payment of interest and taxes and dii-
dends on preferred and common stock the < rplus
was $407.052.59, of which $240,000 was app-op ated
for renewal funds, leaving a surplus for the y ar of

$257,032.50.
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