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will seem long, I suspect.

e Ido ‘not think we

% No answer.

I went fo his side, laying my hand upon his
shoulder, continuing in the same voice, * Or
would you rather give me the promise now
and go home? Have you made up your
mind 7’

“ Yes, sir,”” came with a sob.

“You think you will take care in future to
set a good example before the younger
ones P’

¢ Yes, sir.”’

“You may 'go, then.”

He shot out of the door on & run. His home
was & mile and a half through the woods. I
had some misgivings. Not that I had done
right, but I was engaged to a pretty cousin of
Jack’s, and I was not certain how the family
would take it. I was soon reassured. His
father had started after him, and not getting
much satisfaction from the boy as to his delay,
came on to my boarding-place. I explained
just how it was.

“You have done a good thing,” said the
father. “Jack is a good boy, and so good-
natured, that somehow when he does do wrong
at home he slips out of it.”

80 it proved. John McCloud has been a
opular and successful minister many years.
nly a few months since I met him, when he

laughingly told the story of that night in the
old “school-house, adding, seriously, “I{ was
the turning-point of my life.”’—Z%e Interior.

TEASE.

- There are many bad habits which, though
they cannot be called by so severe a name as
vices, still less crimes, are, nevertheless, grave
faults, regretable on all accounts, and working
8 great deal of mischief when indulged in.
One of them is the habit of teasing.

The habitual teaset is to be found in almost
every circle, and often his indulgence in the
practice is so excessive as to render his society
odious, and his very affection more a pain than

}___,5_.__,. # pleasure. 8o soon as he makes a new acquaint-
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ance he prowls around him, sniffing out the yul-
_nerable points where he may lodge his attacks,
and fasten his keen teeth with more orless cruel-
:’y of purpose. A certain kind of man does this
o all the young people who come in his way,
just as certain older children tease all the
ttle fellows who cannot defend themselves,
d who have to submit to the rough play of
l\'ile stronger under pain of worse befalling
them. If the girl is shy and awkward, the
teager seizes on every opportunity to put her
in difficult and prominent positions, and enjoys
pothing so much as the poor victim’s uncon-
“rollable confusion and distress. Tkshes so deep
that the whole face flames ; eyes filled withtears;
nervous trepidation so intense that the voice
fails, and the hand trembles, and the weak
head whirls, while the little self- possession ever
to be counted on—Ilittle enough at the best—is
lost in the angunish of theé moment, are plea-
sures to him of which we may hope that he
does not realize the cruelty involved. He
thinks Lucinda & little fool to be so perturbed
about nothing, and he may add to this a half
kind of nosion that it will do her good to
accustom her to things which are now so pain-
ful. He teases because he thinks it fine fun
to see her poignant distress for so small a
matter ; mucg as Luocinda herself would pro-
bably tease her own dog Tiny by pretending
to throw the stone while all the time holding
it in her hand ; or Trust with the lump of
sugar on the quivering little black nose; or as
she might tcase baby brother by making be-
lieve to hide from him outside the door, till
brought back by the piercing yell, for which
she would call him a little goose, and kiss him
till he iaughed.ag&in. = . .

Te: 3 on at home often to a lament-
able extent, and more than one temper has
been permanently soured by the process. The
parents tease the children, and the children
tease each other, till the passionate are made
furious, the meek tearful, the humble craven,
the sensitive callous, and the quiet morose.  If
one ohild has a certain ungainly habit—con-
sequent, perhaps, on a p!;{aical defect as the
fwgmng' of short sight, or the limp of lameness,
fit is absent or dreamy or olumsy, those who
are given to the bad habit of teasing never let
it alone. No callow cygnet was ever more
oruelly pecked at by the full-fledged. ducks
than is the poor ugly duckling of the nursery ;
and unless. that cruel Jhy is stopped by the

authorities the mischief of a life is wrought.

Nothing, indeed, in a house demands more
j om?fl.xl overlooking and more vigorous and

ludmons ;;xgp,!wins-thn this habit of teas-
ng indul in by the members of a family

-

here again emphatically death to the other;
and when you have broken the finer nature
that lies in every soul, how will you meud it P
~_But it does not answer to be "too sensitive
and tcf&matll:le 2 me ‘néoutohlittle harm.
Jess play that means'to do no one an ;
mpqnxy way in which to mm.thgﬁh:ito
y 0 & manner & profession is with

one with the other ; for the sport of the one is

perfect good-humor and serenity. To be cross
or tearful is to lay yourself open to worse
assaults; for the teaser ouly wants to know
which'place is mos* vulnerable, and where he
can best wound you. Give him, this vantage-
ground, and he will use it to your discomfiture ;
mask your weak places and he is powerless.
This is & lesson which the young find it diffi-
cult to learn, but the sooner it is learned, and
the more thoroughly practised, the better for’
them and the worse for their assailants. It is
in fact a lesson on desirability for good tem-
per, which we all find about the best friend and
the most satisfactory defender to be had on our
way through life.—Home Journal.

WHAT “THOU SHALT NOT STEAL”
MEANS.

The thing that is needed is that the com-
mand “Thou shalt not steal” should be trans-
lated into the terms of modern commercial
life. It ought to be shown, to begin with,
that cheating is stealing ; that.every transac-
tion in which by deceit or concealment or mis-
representation & man obtains money or other
values that he could not have obtained if he
had tola the truth, is a direct infraction of the
eighth commandment ; that he 0 gains an
advantage by telling a lie or by* hiding the
trath in a commercial transaction, is just as
really a thief, in the sight of God’s law, as he
who picks his neighbor’s pocket.

Then, it ought vo be shown with equal dis-
tinctness that the commandment forbids all
violations of the law of trust. He who appro-
priates to his own uses property entrusted to
him for safe keeping is a thief. He who risks
in private speculation the property which has
been placed in his hands for specific purposes
is a thief. The boy who spends the money of
his Sunday-school class, or of his ball-club,
for his own purposes, breaks the eighth com-
mandment. He may intend to replace the
money thus taken; he may think he knows
just where he will be able to obtain it ; but
this gives him no right to take it. Every
penny of it ought to be sacredly kapt, that he
may give at any moment an exact account of
his stewardship.- 2

Such distinct applications of the Bible law
of honesty to the affaiys of every day are
always needed, and if the pulpit has failed at
all, it has probably failed just here. It is not
only true, as the venerable pastor says, that
we have not made enough of honesty, it is.also.
true that we have not made it so plain as we
ought to have done what honesty: requires and
forbids., Specific and .elementary teaching
from the ppiglig('bﬁ this point would be timely
and serviceablé.—Sunday Afternoon.
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““IHE NEXT BEST THING.

¢ Mr. Moncton,” said my grandmother, “ I
have no wood to burn to-day. What shall I
do P’

¢ Oh, send Louisa round to pick up some,”
said the good man, making a stride toward
the door.

“ But she has picked up all she can find.”

% Then let her break up some old stuff.”

“ But she has broken up everything al-

o

ready.”

¢« Oh ! well, then, do the next best thing—I
must be off,”’ said the farmer; and off he was,
whistling as he went, and no doubt wonder ing
in his heart what the mext best thing would

turn out to be.

Noon came, and with it came my grand-
father and four hungry laborers. Myy grand-
mother stood in the kitchen, spinning on her
{rea.t wheel, and singing a pleasant little ditty ;

ouisa was scouring in the back room, and
the cat purring on the hearth before a black
arnd fireless chimney, while the table sat in the
middle of the room ready for dinner, with
empty dishes,

“ Well, wife, here we are,” said my grand-
father, cheerily. g

“ 80 I see,” said she placidly. * Have you
had a good morning in the cornfield 7"’

“ Why, yes, so 80. But where is the din-
ner P’ >

“ Tn the pot on the doorstep. Won't you
soe if it is done ?”

And on the doorstep, to be sure, sat the
great ivon pot, nicely covered, but not looking
particularly steamy. My graundfather raised
the cover, and there lay all the ingredients of
a nioo boiled dinner—everything prepared in
the nicest manner, and all the vegetables as
raw as they had ever been. My grandfather
stared, and my grandmother joined another
roll to the yarn upon her distaff, and began
another verse of her song.

“Why, w«g;mllxl, wim;idoes t}xis mo'al‘xi:; ’dbe-
gan my grandfather, in antly. ‘‘This din-
e TN ootk e ML o 8

“ Dear me, is it not P Why, it has setin the
sun this four hours.”

¢ Set in the sun !”’ :

¢ Yes, you told me to try the next best
thing to having a fire, and 1 thought setting
my dinner in the sun was about that.”

y grandfather stood doubtful for a mo-

ment, but flually his sense of humor overcame | 10 ac.

his sense of injury, and he laughed aloud.
Then picking up his hat, he said,—

¢ Come, boys, we might as well start for the
woods. Wae shall have no dinner till we have
earned it, I perceive.” :

Won’t you have some bread and cheese be-
fore you go P’ asked my grandmother, generous
in her victory, as women always are. And so
she won the day.— Watchman.

However Earvry in the morning you seek
the gate of access, you find it already open;
and however deep the midnight hour wheu
you find yourself in the sudden arms of death
the winged prayer can bring an instant Sa-
viour near.—James Hamilton.
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Question Corner.—No. 2.

Answers to these questions should be sent 1n as soon as
possible and addressed Epiror NoRTHERN MESSENGER, It
is not necessary ta write out the question, give merely
the number of the question and the answer. In writing
lotters always give clearly the name of the place where
you live and the initials of tue province in whichitis
sitnated

EBIBLE QUESTIIONS.

13. Who was reigning king of Babylon at the
time of its capture by the Medes ?

14. What exile returned and rebuilt she walls
of the city of his fathers ?

15. What aged person waited in Jerusalem the
coming of the Messiah ?

16. What king was carried captive to Baby-
lon and brought back to Jerusalem P

17. What prophet mentions by name threc
men eminent for righteousness 7 'Who
were they ?

18. What was the total number of the chile
dren of Israel when they first went
down into Egypt ?

19. How many were there when they came up
out of Egypt P

20. Whoslew eighty-five priests and by whose
sommand: did he do so ?

21. What king of Judah had not seen a copy
of the law until he was twenty-six

ears old ?

22. at treasurer built for himself a sepul-
chre in which he was never laid ?

23, What two false profhets of the same
names as & king of Israel and a king of
J udah were burned by Nebuchadnez-
zar?

24, WlIxere llls gt said—* Them that honor me

will honor ; and they that despise me
shall be lightly esteemyed” P .

BIBLICAL ENIGMA.

My whole is composed of 42 letters.

My 13, 26, 31, 7 was the son of Ham.

My 27, 32, 17, 22, 11, 41, 2, 8,9, 19, 10 wax
my 32, 15, 25, 18, 6, 28, 39.

My 1, 16, 28, 37} 31, 14, 29,27, 3% was atown
at the lower part of Canaan. ﬂ%

My 20, 7, 36, 17, 35, 14 is a place of Christian

My 3, 36, 42,51, 8 37 £

y 3, 38, 42, 11, 8, 37 was a queen o <

My 32, 40, 25, 12, 33, 22 was anew' Iar:z}.

My 16, 28, 12, 4,7, 32 was a prophae

My 34, 32, 33, 12, 29, 2 was another noted
prohet.

My 37,_211, 6, 11 was an affectionate daughter-
in-law.

My 1,8, 42, 7, 19, 28 means “ House of God.”

My 34, 12, 34, 24, 9, 21, 5 was another name

or Thomas.
My whole isa verse to be found in Romans,

ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS IN NO. 24.

205. Hla(.)nalziiah from Jeremiah, Jer. xxviii.

206. Josl'lua., Josh. viii, 2.

207. Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, 1 Kings,
xii. 28. .

208. Oshea, Num, xiii. 16,

209. Neb;xohadnezzar, he was compslled to
Eitheal‘l) with the beasts of the field, Dan.
iv. 80.

210. The Israelitish spies sent to t
Jericho, Joshua 1}) ol s

211 Tllxe 8viaicm of the Cherubim, Ezekiel i.

212. Ne’buo'hadnenu, 2 Kings xxv. 7.

213. Joseph, Gen, xxxix. 6.

[214. David, 1 Chron. xxix. 1, 6.

216. Fifty-two years after the destruction of

the first, by Zerubbabel and 53 b}
216. Haggal, ii. 9,7 i 06« B

BIBLE ENIGMA. S

Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou
knowest not what a day may bring forth.

CORRECT ANSWERS.RECEIVAD.

To No. 24 —Jeasie H. Robson, 10 ac.; W. M, MoMillar,
11 a0.; Annie Donaldson, 11 ac.; Francis Hooker, ]]
M’l" argaret Patron, 11 ne.; Mary Patton, 11 sae.

0 No. 23 —Florenge Shular, 8; Anna 4 B., 10 ne.;
lmmliilbuhn.w.&. Maggie J. MoLeod. 10 ac.; Ken.
neth Bethune, 9; Margaret Patton, 12 no; Mary !’uuon
12 ao. ; Annte Dou om, 12 we,; Franeis Hoorer, 19
ag.; Arthur G Adams, 4 ao.; Carrie Lewis, 10 o,y

tlarence Goodspeed, 10; D. Morton, 10 ac,; Elspie B. |.

Rerr. ac; Stepuen S. Stevens, 10 ao,: Rose
ac. ; lhlolho Clark. 11 ac.; George Caﬂn.J:? e[’,uuq 111
son, 11ag; » Yrabam, 11l ae. ; Addle X, Wi Y,

SCHOLARS NOTES.

(From the International Lessons jfor 1879, by I'dwis
W. Rice, as issued by American Sunda -“crocl
Union.

LESSON IIT.
JANUARY 19.1

THE MISSION OF NEHEMIAH. ([About 445-444 B. C.)
Reap Neh. 2: 1.8,

1. And it came to pass in the month Ni-san, inths
twentieth vear ot Ar-tax-erx’-ss the king, 1hat wine was
before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the
king Now 1 hud not been belovetimes sal i1n his
preseunce.

2. Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy coun-
tenunce sad, seeing tbou art not sick { this 1snothing elss
but sorrow of heait. 1ben I was very sore atral’.

3. And raid unto the king, Let the king llvo forever:
why should not my oouuntenance be sad, when tue city,
the plage of my iathers’ sepulehres, lieth waste, and tue
gates thereot a e consumed with fire ?

4. Then the king sald unto me, For what dost thou
make reques. 7 bol prayed to the God of heavia,

&7 5. And lsald unto the king, It it please theking,
and if tuy servant have found fuvor in thy sight, tiiai thoi
wouldest send m« unte Ju’ dah, unto the ¢ity of my sathors’
sepulchres, that T may build it.

6. And the king said unto me (the queen alsosliiing by
him), For how Jong shall thy journey be 7 and wlicn Wwait
thou return ¥ So it pleased the king to send me: vnd I set
him o time.

7. Morcevar, I said unto the king, It it please 112
let letters be glven me to the goveruors beyond the
that they way convey me ovel tll I come luto Ju’-¢

8. And a letter unto A’-saph, the keeper of the king’s
forest, that he may give me timber to make beaws for Lhe

ates of the palage Which ngpcrtaincd to the house, and
or the wull of the citr, and for the house thui 1 shall
enter into. And the king granted me, acoordin; to the
good hand of my God upon we.

o =
GOLDEN TEX"T.

y ° The God of heaven, he will pros
par us; therefore we hLis servauts will
| arise and build.—Nel. 2 : 20.

—i0—
CENTRAL TRUTH.

'©  Men's hearts are in God’s hand.

Conngerzp History.—During tho remaiudcr of the

lonzreign of Darius, the Jews had peace. But in the yoar
485 B. C., Ahasuerus asconded tho throne, and reirned 20

king,
iver,

o

|| years. During his reign occurred tio events rocordod fu

the book of Esther. (He is supposcd to havo been the

and his three hundred Spartans.) Some scholars prefor

Xerxes of classic history, who invalel Greeco with #
millions of Persians, and, at Thermopyle, met 1.uum~

identify Artaxerxes (the son of Xerxes), with the Ahas-
ueras of the book of Esther, and think the queen mez-
tioned in Nch, 2: 6, was Esther herself; but tuis i3 not
well supporied. During the reign of Artaxerxes (Sea
Notes) tiere was a fresh mizration of Jows to Jerusalem,
B.C. 4568, under-Ezra, who veoelved permission irom the
king and was accompanied by 6,000 of his countrymean,
Ezra 7: 11-26,

NOTES ON PERSONS, etc.—Ne-ha-mi'-ah—comsorted of
Jehovak, Ar-tax-ery’-es—mighty warrior, or king, called
Longimanus from the great length of bis arms and hands ;
reigned 465-425 B, C. N¥-san, the first month of the
Jewish year, whioh began with the vernal equinox, our
March-april. 4’-saph, the keaper of the royal forest or
** paradise,” of Artaxerxes ; probably a Jew.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTION ¢,

Lessox Torics.—(I.) Sap iy Tig Kive's PRESENCE.
(IL) Grappexep ByY Tune Kive's Prmassiox, (II1)
STRENGTHENED BY THE KIN@'S LETTERS.

I. SAD IN THE KING'S PRESENCE. (l.) xoNTa
Nisax, this was about four months after Nehemiuh first
heard of the rtate of affairs in Jernsalem, Ezra 1: 1;
WINE, &c., Mehemiah was the kings cup-bearer, a very
honorable and influential position. (2.) couNTENANCE
8AD, itis distressing to see people sad, and kings sxpected
their favorites alwuys to be ha;py in their presence,
Esther 4: 2; soRE AFRAID, capriciors despots faflioted
the severest punishmeonts, even deuth, when displeased.
Nehemiah had a great request to make, and if it was re-
tused, he also might be punished. (8.) Live rorzven,a
usual formula in addressing kings, 1 Kings 1: 3+ ; Dan.
2:4; 6:10; 6:6, 21; raTuEre SEPULOURES, only 1he
kings were buried within the city wal's. Some have in-
ferred fromn this that Nehomlah wus of the royel house;
LIBTH WASTE, as it had bean destroyed by Nebuchadnezs

3ar, moro than one hundred and forty years before, 2 '

Chron. 36: 19.

1. QuestioNs—How Joag a timo had elapsod rince the
first company return«d to Jerusalem wich Zerubbabel 1
(Seo Conmnecied History.) Wit klugs Qud raledd
Tue place ot tho bouk of Esther in this Listory 1 The
visit of Ezra to Jernsalem 7 Bzra 7: 11.24, Btate
wha' you know of tio reigning King Artaxerzes. Of
Nehemlal's sadness beloro him.

II. GLADDENED B¥ TEE KING'S PERMI-SION. (4.)
I prayeD, o silen?, ojaduly ory prayer; Gop or HEavey,
the God of Israsl, 8 disaazulsheld {rem thy hoathson, ddol
gods, (6.) ruz QuUEEN, oo, It vog vot eus omary for
queens to bo £t the ro. albanquets, but tho Assyrias tallets
show a king and & qtcen toge: uer ut tasle, drinking wiao.
The gluet wile of Artaxerxes was Damuaspia (. omosuppose
Esthar is tho ono velerrcd to, 800 Connected tistory); I
SET BIX A TIME, probably thiy wes afterwards length-
ened, sinco Noheminh was tho governor of the Jews for
tweolve years, Neb. 6: 14; and later again visited Jern-
salem, Neh. 13: 6, 7

1L Quesrions —How did Nehemiah soek Gcd’s Lelp?
Btate the subatauce of his former prayer. Tle condi-
tion of the wasted eity. Oiher examples of earnest
prayer. Repeat Nebemiah's request to the king.
What s kuown of the queen | The time of Nehemiah's
absence 7

1IT. STRENGTHENED BY THE KING'S LETTERS. (7.)
GOVERNORS, pashus, or viceroys; BDEYOND TEE RIVER,

&




