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manière à protéger les médecins contre ces poursuites vexatrices. La loi de 1890, 
dont je donne ci-contre le texte statue, que les médecins qui rem plissent des certificats 
d'internement ou toute personne qui agit d’une façon quelconque en vertu de la loi 
des asiles, ne son sujets à poursuites, soit au criminel, soit au civil, que s’ils ont agi 
de mauvaise foi ou sans prendre un soin raisonnable,—aucune action criminelle ne 
peut être intentée sans le consentement des commissaires des asiles, du Procureur- 
Général ou du directeur des poursuites publiques,—toute poursuite civile peut être 
arrêtée en aucun temps, sur demande sommaire à l’un des juges de la Haute Cour, si 
le juge est satisfait qu’il n’y a aucun motif raisonnable d’alléguer que le médecin a 
agi de mauvaise foi ou sans prendre des précautions ordinaires.

Voici le texte de la loi anglaise :

L_________________________ Lpmaot law of 1890.______________________

317.-(3) A prosecution for a misdemeanor under this section shall not take 
place except by order of the Commissioners, or by the direction of the Attorney- 
Genera! or the Director of Public Prosecutions

330. -(l) A Iverson who before the passing of this Act has signed or carried 
out or done any act with a view to sign or carry out an order purporting to be a 
reception order, or a medical certificate that a person is of unsound mind, and a per­
son who after the passing of this Act presents a petition for any such order, or signs 
or carries out or does any act with a view to sign or carry out an order purporting 
to bo a reception order, or any report or certificate purporting to be a report or 
certificate under this Act, or does anything in pursuance of this Act, shall not be 
liable to any civil or criminal proceedings whether on the ground of want of juris­
diction or on any other ground if such person has acted in good faith and with rea­
sonable care.

(2) If any proceedings are taken against any person for signing or carrying 
out or doing any act with a view to sing or carry out any such other report or cer­
tificate, or presenting any such petition as in the preceding subsection mentioned, 
or doing anything in pursuance of this Act, such proceedings may, upon summary 
application to the High Court or a Judge thereof, be stayed upon such terms us to 
costs and otherwise as the Court or Judge may think fit, if the Court or Judge is 
satisfied that there is no reasonable ground for alleging want of good faith or reason- 
nable care.

331. —< 1 ) Any action brought by any person who has been detained as a luna­
tic against any person for anything done under this Act, shall be commenced within 
twelve months next after the release of the party bringing the action, and shall be 
laid or brought in the county or borough where the action arose, and not elsewhere.

(2) If the action is brought in any other county or borough or is not com­
menced within the time limited for bringing the same, judgment shall be given for 
the defendant.

Je crois que dos dispositions semblables devraient être introduites dans notre loi»


