
viejous, though it was, nevertheleas it wau the great, moving %;piril
under the party system. The usefulness as a legislator of ie
a'verage member of Parliament supporting a Government was (]ps.
troyed by it. As a matter of faet he was nothing short of a mues.
senger boy to hi& conatituents. Most of kit time wus spent in
doing chores for his supporters and in supplieating the Ministers
and Departmentts for favors. The system also bred and nourisled
the professional politician who liYes only for the spoila of off iee.
The loss, financial and otherwise, suffered by the country throtigh
the exercise,.of the system is incalculable.

The action of the Union Govern.ment in promptly abolishing
the vicious practice is alone ample justification for the formaion
of that Government, and it merits the approval of ail decent, fair,
minded citizens. It, moreover, is an excellent omen for good in the

future administration of the country.
The expressed intention of the Government to estahlish a

Branch or Commission for the purchase of ail supplies required hy
ail the Government Departments is another reform which bas been
long in coming and is warmly welcomed. The old methed inider
which each Departxnent bough.t its own supplies without reference
to any other Depertment led to ail sorts of extravagance and
abuses and was thoroughly unbusiulike.

HIGH COT Olf LIVING
Apart from the war the question of the high cost of living

miost intimately and vitally affects the whole people. The price
of the neceasities of life have, largely through the demanda oft
war, risen te such an extent as to make t.he problem of exisîe11t
to the average citizen one of grave importance. While it ni;v un'
be possible, consistent Nvith stimulating production, to ad(opl
drastic incasures towards lowaring of puices to a point satis:àû;ai
to everybody, there is no doubt that resolute action by file tie
Government will do a great deal to ameliorate conditions.

It is gratifying to note that the Government promp-t .% d.
clared their policy in favor of :-

"roffective ineasures to preverat excessive prof its, to pro.
hibit hoarding and to prevent combluation for the incresse
of prices and thus to reiluee the cost of living.",

"The encouragement of eo-operation among thiose engagod
on agrirulturai proauction, with a view to ttimiuisiagk the ro.-t
of production and marketing so that the price pair! to the pr-'
ducor may conform, more closely to that paid by the roi,
Sumner."1

Already the band of the Union administration is-seen in'
remnoval of the ohi han o1n oleoinal rtinu, ar u ii h ii
of restrictions on the sale, at muinous prieeî, of cereals iii silla
packages.
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