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diate attention, the doctor was prepared to
send up his stretcher-bearers to have him
brought down, but it would be a difficult job
and exposing men's lives, and the doctor
wanted, if possible, to leave the man there till

dark. Doctors attached to regiments have
many difficult points to settle, and occasions
like this often arise when it is hard for them to
decide whether to risk more lives to save one.
They are caUed upon sometimes to go up and
attend to cases in all sorts of impossible places,

and in the firing-line the old cry of " Send for

the doctor " is not quite so easily answered as

in othe^ places.

We hk tht group by the cottage waiting for

the reply about the nature of the wounded
man's injuries. Not a head showed from the
trench where he was lying. The trench itself,

though only twenty yards or so away, waG hardly
visible in the field. Glad it was not our turn
to lie like logs in it all the day, we went on down
the village street. Nearly all the cottages were
empty, but in one we came on a group of
inhabi' -ts who had remained. They had all

collectca in a kitchen and were having a last

meal round their table. They had got a little


